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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Llama Crafts! I’m so happy that you are here and so excited to share these llama craft projects with you.

I’m guessing you love llamas as much as I do. If so, you’re in luck! There are all sorts of llamas in this book—cute llamas, elegant llamas, funny llamas, and cuddly llamas—llamas that are so full of personality!

I’ve had some help along the way from many talented friends. We’ve had a lot of fun putting together these projects for you, so I hope you enjoy using this book as much as we enjoyed creating it!

Have a llama-tastic day,
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The projects in this book are rated from easy to advanced and there is also an indication of how long each project will take. You can tell which project has a template too.
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SO WHAT IS A LLAMA?

A llama is like a camel without a hump, but it also has a woolly coat.
A llama is domesticated—it isn’t wild and always belongs to someone.

Where do llamas live? Llamas come from the high mountains of the Andes in South American countries. Most llamas live in or near the Andes. Other countries now breed llamas for their wool, to use as pack animals on ranches, and even as guardians for herds of sheep. Another reason for bringing llamas to other countries is llama therapy. Grown-ups and children can get a lot of help from contact and friendship with a llama!

Why do people keep llamas? In the past and in the mountains they were used as pack animals. They are big and strong with flat backs—perfect for loading up with a pack of goods for transport through mountain landscapes! Today, llamas are kept and bred for their wool. Their wool is warmer than sheep wool and less itchy. It is naturally “hypoallergenic” so less likely to cause allergies.

Why do we love llamas? Could it be their funny faces? They look quite human in some ways, but their big eyes and banana ears make them look surprised all the time. Also, they are woolly in an untidy, comical way. Even their movements are comical, although they are fast and powerful as well. They are super intelligent and can learn routines. They live in close families like us.
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MEET THE LLAMA’S COUSINS!
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Llamas are domesticated and their closest cousin is the alpaca. Then there are their wild, undomesticated cousins. Guanacos are a bigger, wild forebear of the llama and vicuñas are more closely related to the alpaca. Neither of these are exported to other countries, so they only live in South America.

Do you know the difference between a llama and an alpaca? Alpacas are smaller—about half the size of a llama. They have straight, spear-shaped ears rather than the llama’s banana ears, and a slightly humped back which stops them from being used as pack animals. Llamas have a longer face. An alpaca’s wool is even finer than that of a llama.

Have you heard of the Guanaco and the Vicuña? They are mainly wild mountain animals. They can run up very steep slopes, and are very beautiful to watch in movement. Guanacos are big—standing approximately between 5 and 6 feet. Their colors are shades of reddish brown, whereas vicuñas vary from cinnamon brown to white.
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CRAFT MATERIALS

LLAMA YARN AND FABRIC CRAFTS

Fabric in various colors

Ribbon

Colorful felt

Yarn for pom-poms

Embroidery thread for colorful tassels

Embroidery needles

Twine

A sharp pair of scissors

Colorful fabric paint

Cushion stuffing
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LLAMA PAPER CRAFTS

Tissue paper

Glue stick

White liquid glue

Cardboard

Colored card stock

Contact film

Colored pens and pencils

Acrylic paint

Paint brushes

Clear tape and masking tape

Foam sheets

Glitter
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PROJECT 1:

HAPPY LLAMA STAMPERS
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Make these easy stamps using foam sheets from your local craft store.

Create your own wrapping paper, wall art, garlands, greeting cards, and more!

The effect is wonderful, a little rustic, and very versatile.

Look after your stamps and you can use them over and over again.

YOU WILL NEED:

Craft foam sheets

A ballpoint pen

Scrap cardboard

Scissors

White glue

Paint and paintbrushes
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR STAMPS:
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1.

Choose the image you want to make. You can use our templates in this book or create your own and transfer the design onto the foam sheet.
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2.

You can either draw straight onto the foam or trace around one of the templates using a ballpoint pen. Press firmly so it marks directly on the foam or leaves an indent that you can retrace. Carefully cut out around the shape. Be sure that you are using nice sharp scissors.
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3.

Now, flip the foam shape over. To create detail on your stamp, use a ballpoint pen to sketch indentations. Remember that the lines you draw will be reversed when you print.
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4.

Next, glue your foam shape onto a scrap piece of cardboard to give it more weight. Add a handle (as shown above) using further scraps of cardboard. Prepare several stamps. We made a cactus, a sun, and some packages for the llama to carry!
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5.

Prepare your paint. Using a brush, cover the stamp with a thin layer of the color. When you’re ready to use them, brush a light coat of acrylic or fabric paint across the foam and then firmly press down on the object you’re stamping.

It’s a good idea to practice on a blank piece of paper first so you can get a feel for how much paint to use.


TIP!

Use the eraser on the top of a pencil to make circles for pom-poms.
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PROJECT 2:

LLAMA WEAVING
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These rustic little llamas are fun and easy to make!

Make your own weaving loom using sticks from your garden or park, or lollipop sticks from the craft shop.

Next, pick some colorful wool and yarn and get weaving!

You can vary the size and make a whole family of woven llamas.

Hang them on the wall as sweet decorations.

YOU WILL NEED:

Wooden sticks

Yarn

An embroidery needle

Scissors

Glue

Pruning shears
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR LLAMA WEAVING:
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1.

Sketch out your llama and cut the sticks to the length needed.

You may need to use pruning shears.
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2.

Lay the sticks in place over your sketch.
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3.

To make the frame for your weaving, glue together the main sticks as shown.
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4.

Bind the corners together with a little yarn.
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5.

Wrap a length of yarn around the bottom rectangle as shown, securing with a knot.
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6.

Repeat this process on the neck of the llama frame.
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7.

Take your embroidery needle with a length of thread.

Attach the thread with a knot and begin to weave in and out of the strands.
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8.

Repeat this process with different colors and widths of yarn.
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9.

Next, weave in between the strands of the neck.
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10.

Glue the remaining sticks in place.
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PROJECT 3:

PAPER SUN-CATCHERS
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Make these glorious and colorful sun-catchers to decorate a window or door in your home.

They are fun and easy to make and will look jewel-like with the sun shining through, like mini stained-glass windows. This is a fun craft for younger children. They will need a little help to cut out the llama base, then let them loose to have fun preparing and sticking on the colorful strips of tissue paper.

YOU WILL NEED:

Black or colored card stock

Colorful tissue paper

Transparent film

Ballpoint pen

White pencil (or similar)

Sticky tape
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HOW TO MAKE A SUN-CATCHER:
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1.

To make the base for your sun-catcher you can use the templates in this book or create your own llama design.

The first step is to draw your design on a sheet of black card stock using a white pencil.

Or you can transfer the design onto card stock using a ballpoint pen. Tape the design onto the card stock and, pressing hard, trace around the llama outline.

This will leave an indentation for you to cut around. Once you have cut out your first template, you can then draw around it to create more.
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2.

Carefully cut around the templates and interior shapes using scissors or a craft knife. Lay your card stock template face down onto a sheet of clear contact paper or, if you don’t have any contact paper, you can use strips from a wide roll of transparent sticky tape.
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3.

Prepare your colorful tissue paper by cutting or
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