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About the author

Born in the heart of Eritrea, my life began under the shadow of a military dictatorship, an oppressive regime that I knew I had to escape to seek freedom and fulfill my potential. My journey was one of resilience and determination. I completed my secondary education amidst the challenges of my homeland, a testament to my enduring spirit and quest for knowledge.

In 2014, a pivotal year, I made a life-changing decision to leave Eritrea. My path led me to Germany, a land of opportunity and hope. Here, in 2017, I was granted the chance to start anew when my stay was officially approved. Embracing this new chapter, I immersed myself in learning the German language, a key that unlocked new doors in this foreign land.

My journey of education continued in Germany, where I not only completed my German school leaving certificate but also embarked on a path that resonated with my passion for technology. Hanover became my new home, a city where I found my calling. I delved into the world of information technology, specifically in the healthcare system.

My perseverance and hard work culminated in successfully completing further training, leading me to become an IT system administrator in the healthcare sector, specializing in Digital Health System Engineering (DHSE). This achievement was not just a personal triumph but a contribution to the healthcare system, where technology and health care intersect to improve lives.

My story is a tapestry of struggle, adaptation, and triumph. It's a journey of a young Eritrean who dared to dream, traversed continents, bridged cultures, and found his purpose in the fusion of technology and healthcare. It's a narrative of breaking barriers, embracing new beginnings, and tirelessly working towards a future where technology enhances health and well-being. 
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In the tranquil village of Evershade, life moves with a gentle rhythm, unchanging and predictable. Nestled between rolling hills and the edge of an ancient forest, the villagers live in harmony with nature, their days filled with simple joys and time-honored traditions. Evershade is a place where everyone knows everyone, and the weight of history is felt in every cobblestone and whisper of the wind.

Yet, beneath this serene surface lies a world rich with secrets and forgotten lore. Legends tell of a time when powerful forces roamed the land, and the balance between light and dark was delicate and easily disrupted. Few pay heed to these old stories, dismissing them as mere fables from a bygone era.

But as the crimson moon rises, casting an eerie glow over the village, an ancient omen stirs, signaling the return of those long-forgotten powers. Strange occurrences begin to unsettle the peaceful lives of Evershade’s inhabitants—animals act strangely, the air grows thick with tension, and an unshakable sense of foreboding creeps into the hearts of the villagers.

Elara, the village healer, feels the shift most keenly. Gifted with an intuitive connection to the natural world, she senses that something momentous is on the horizon. As the signs grow more ominous, Elara is thrust into a journey that will challenge her beliefs, test her courage, and uncover truths that have been buried for centuries.

"Beneath the Crimson Moon" is a tale of mystery and adventure, where the past and present collide, and a young woman must navigate the thin line between myth and reality to protect her home. It is a story of courage, friendship, and the enduring power of hope in the face of darkness.

Join Elara as she embarks on a quest to uncover the secrets hidden beneath the crimson moon, and discover what fate has in store for the village of Evershade.
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Chapter 1

[image: ]


The Omen

The village of Evershade had always been a place of quiet routines and simple pleasures, nestled snugly between the rolling hills and the dense forest. The villagers went about their daily lives with a sense of contentment that came from generations of knowing their place in the world. Farmers tended to their fields, children played in the meadows, and elders shared stories around the hearth. Life was predictable, and that predictability was a comfort to all who called Evershade home.

But on this particular evening, as the sun dipped below the horizon and painted the sky with hues of orange and pink, an uneasy feeling began to settle over the village. It was subtle at first—a whisper of unease carried on the cool evening breeze. The animals sensed it before the people did. Horses in the stables shifted restlessly, dogs barked at shadows, and even the birds fell silent.

Elara, the village healer, was one of the first to notice the change. She stood outside her modest cottage, a basket of freshly gathered herbs in her hands, and looked up at the sky. The air felt different tonight, heavier somehow. She closed her eyes and took a deep breath, trying to shake off the sense of foreboding that had taken hold of her.

“Elara! Dinner’s ready!” called her younger brother, Finn, from the doorway. His voice was cheerful, but even he couldn’t mask the slight edge of worry that had crept into his tone.

“I’m coming, Finn,” Elara replied, forcing a smile. She gave one last glance at the darkening sky before turning to join her brother inside. The cozy warmth of their cottage was a stark contrast to the unsettling atmosphere outside. Their mother had prepared a hearty stew, and the smell of it filled the room, bringing a temporary sense of normalcy.

As they sat down to eat, Elara couldn’t shake the feeling that something was amiss. She caught Finn’s eye and saw the same concern reflected there. Their mother, sensing the tension, tried to lighten the mood with tales of her own childhood, but even her stories couldn’t entirely dispel the growing sense of unease.

After dinner, Elara decided to visit the village square. She needed to speak with Elder Rowan, the village leader and keeper of its ancient lore. If anyone could make sense of this strange feeling, it would be him. She wrapped a shawl around her shoulders and stepped out into the night, Finn trailing behind her despite her protests.

The village square was unusually quiet for this time of evening. Normally, there would be children playing and neighbors chatting, but tonight it was almost deserted. A few villagers lingered near the well, their faces etched with worry.

“Elara,” greeted Elder Rowan as she approached. He was a tall man with a long, white beard and kind eyes that had seen many seasons. “I was just about to send for you.”

“Elara, do you feel it too?” one of the villagers asked, her voice trembling. “Something’s not right.”

Elara nodded, her eyes scanning the faces around her. “I do. There’s something in the air tonight.”

Elder Rowan raised a hand to silence the murmurs. “I believe we are experiencing an omen. The old legends speak of a time when the balance of our world is threatened, and signs appear to warn us.”

“What kind of signs?” Finn asked, his curiosity overcoming his fear.

“Unsettling dreams, strange behavior in animals, a heaviness in the air,” Rowan replied. “We must remain vigilant and look for more clues. Elara, I trust you to keep an eye on things and report anything unusual.”

Elara felt a chill run down her spine. The responsibility weighed heavily on her shoulders, but she nodded resolutely. “I will, Elder Rowan.”

As she and Finn made their way back home, Elara’s mind raced with questions. What kind of threat could be looming over their peaceful village? And what role was she meant to play in the events to come?

Later that night, as she lay in bed, Elara stared at the ceiling, listening to the sounds of the night. The unease she felt earlier had only grown stronger. She thought of the old tales her mother used to tell, stories of heroes and magical realms, and wondered if there was more truth to them than she had ever believed.

Just as she was about to drift off to sleep, a strange noise caught her attention. It was faint, almost imperceptible, but it was enough to jolt her awake. She sat up and listened intently. The noise came again—a soft, rhythmic beating, like the wings of a giant bird.

She rushed to the window and peered into the darkness. For a moment, she saw nothing. But then, as her eyes adjusted, she spotted it—a large, shadowy figure soaring across the night sky, its wings illuminated by the crimson glow of the rising moon.

Her heart pounded in her chest. She knew, deep down, that this was the omen Elder Rowan had spoken of. Whatever was coming, it was already on its way. And Evershade would never be the same again.

Elara took a deep breath, steeling herself for the challenges ahead. Beneath the crimson moon, she vowed to uncover the truth and protect her village from the unknown dangers that awaited.
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