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finally, vitalstatistix, the chief of the tribe. 

majestic, brave and hot-tempered, the old 

warrior is respected by his men and feared by 

his enemies. vitalstatistix himself has only 

one fear, he is afraid that the sky may fall 

on his head tomorrow. but as he always says, 

tomorrow never comes.

cacofonix, the bard. opinion is divided as to his 

musical gifts. cacofonix thinks he’s a genius. every-

one else thinks he’s unspeakable. but as long as he 

doesn’t speak, let alone sing, everybody likes him . . .

getafix, the venerable village druid, gathers mistletoe 

and brews magic potions. his speciality is the potion which 

gives the drinker superhuman strength. but getafix also 

has other recipes up his sleeve . . .

obelix, asterix’s inseparable friend. a menhir delivery man 

by trade, addicted to wild boar, obelix is always ready to 

drop everything and go off on a new adventure with asterix 

– so long as there’s wild boar to eat, and plenty of fighting. 

his constant companion is dogmatix, the only known canine 

ecologist, who howls with despair when a tree is cut down.

asterix, the hero of these adventures. a shrewd, cunning 

little warrior, all perilous missions are immediately 

entrusted to him. asterix gets his superhuman strength 

from the magic potion brewed by the druid getafix . . .
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Don’t give these Goths any 

quarter! On my command… 

What’s he 

plugging on 

about?

Give us a  

bit more of  

a lead…

You look all 

fired up, but 

this feels like 

a trick…

Oh, right, ok… well,  

it won’t include me then! 

Haven’t got the energy.  

’d rather go and recharge 

somewhere else.

Me too!  

Come on,  

lads, we’re 

revolting!

Goth- 

bothering’s not  

for me…

Wait… 

WHERE ARE 

    YOU GO

ING

Me neither, 

Goth 

forbid!

’m going  

to have a  

lie-down on 

a goatskin 

with a laurel 

infusion…

Oooh, 

nice 

idea!

And a 

good 

papyrus!

Meanwhile Pompey’s troops have 

never been in such good shape.

Mutinies and desertions have been legion the last few 

months! The men’s morale is very low. And there 

 was  

    thinking a little campaign trip would  

   do them good…

n Caesar’s Palace in Rome…

Sounds 

like a 

plan!

C

H

A

A

A

R

G

E

!

THIS CAN’T GO ON

!

 

 

 

 

 

A

G

A

I

N

Well, you know, charge! 

Bloody combat, 

conquering new 

territories, glory  

for Rome,  

all that…

t makes 

me wonder 

which camp 

you’re in, 

Brutus, my 

boy…

Enough of this  

Big Quit! Caesar awaits 

your suggestions, my 

great military 

leaders.
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Well,   say as 

soon as they 

underperform, 

bam: a bit of 

decimation* and 

it’ll be sorted!

Apart from 

eliminating a tenth 

of our troops, 

that’s never sorted  

           anything.

What if 

we raised 

their pay?

“To light up the 

forest only one iris 

need bloom…”

What sort of gibberish is that, 

chief medical officer 

sivertuus?

… Because inside every one of us 

there’s a flower waiting for a 

little goodwill to help it bloom. 

My method, inspired by the Athenian 

philosopher Duazuplees –

A happy legionnaire is a combat-ready legionnaire! 

      All it takes is some 

positive thinking  

                        and a healthy diet!

Pah! Half a  

ladle of black 

wheat a day and 

that’s an end  

to it!

Go to the Totorum camp in 

Armorica. But 

 shall accept 

only one thing as proof of 

your success: my legionnaires 

defeating the village that still 

resists me!

f you succeed, you  

shall be honoured and  

your methods will be  

used throughout my armies. 

f not, you shall  

be fed to the  

lions!

“Triumph without risk is 

triumph without glory”

Well, glory 

or gory, it’s 

up to you…

Entrust one of your garrisons to me and 

’ll show you how effective my remedy 

is! You’ll go down in history as the 

leader who revolutionised the art of 

motivating his men!

Hmm… We’ve tried 

everything else, 

so we might  

as well…

Ugh! Whatever 

he says, it’s all 

Greek to me!

Oh, great Caesar, it’s 

actually a method 

’ve been 

working on for several 

years, 

 called it the  

“White Iris”…

And create a cost of 

giving crisis? 

 already 

doubled their pay during 

the Gallic Wars…

Absolutely! We’re pouring 

sesterces into that Gaulish 

village that’s STILL  

holding out!

Hmm… anyone 

else care to 

shed  light on the 

problem?

*A punishment used in Roman legions when there was collective insubordination: one soldier in ten was picked at random and killed.
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A few days 

later in 

Totorum 

Camp…

’m not sure  really understand 

your mission, 

sivertuus, but  

don’t have a choice – 

 must obey 

your orders if it’s Caesar’s 

wish...

And they’ll be changing even more thanks 

to my method! Soon the name 

sivertuus 

will be on everyone’s lips!

So what exactly 

is this famous 

method?

Very rich?? 

My ostrich 

fat comfit of 

quail?!

n fact,  ’m just off to the Gaulish village 

to get some nice fresh provisions. A good 

opportunity to establish contact.

Lesson 

: always use positive 

terms instead of disparaging 

remarks!

You probably  

meant: “You’re going 

to the village of 

people who differ 

from us with their 

unpredictable 

behaviour?!”

Yes, 

that’s it…

’ll use the 

occasion to temper 

their aggressive 

tendencies.

Tut 

tut!

WHAT?? YOU’RE  

GOING TO THAT 

 VILLAGE  OF 

MAD      

   GAULS

’m going to teach your men to 

use positive thinking and be at 

peace with themselves to make 

them combat-ready!

And they must avoid 

very rich food. Like 

this, for example…

“

f you 

want war, 

prepare for 

peace”?! 

Hmm…

Times are 

a-changing, 

VARIFocUS!

As 

 see 

it, that’s 

precisely the 

problem.
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