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      Dear At School readers,

      I hope you enjoy the stories in this book. You can use the stories in many different ways. You can read silently, or out loud to a friend. You can read into a voice recorder and then listen to your pronunciation.

      In this book, you will read about the Park family and the Kasongo family. Soo Jin and Joon Park have two children, Jin Hee and Min Jee. Binwa and Jerome Kasongo have two children, Helene and Samuel. Binwa has a brother, Joseph.

      At School has stories with vocabulary for everyday situations. You can practice conversation with some of the stories. The stories may be easy to understand. You and your family might be in some of the same situations as the characters.

      The stories will help you read fluently. Many common English words are in the stories. It will become easier and faster for you to read these common words. This book will help you practice the sounds of English, especially the vowel sounds. You will read short words but also longer words and sentences.

      I hope you enjoy reading At School!

      Shelley Lee, Author
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      Vowel sounds

      At School features and reviews many of the same vowel sounds taught in At the Lake and Other Stories for Adult Emergent Readers (Lee, 2020).

      Here are the main spelling/sound patterns and some example words from At School. You could model them in advance for students before they read, or answer questions later.

      Short vowel sounds

      
        	short a: class, last, chat

        	short e: desk, help, test

        	short i: twins, six, click

        	short o: stop, mom, off

        	short u: bus, club, lunch

      

      Long vowel sounds

      
        	long a: a_e, ai, ay, eigh: page, wait, stay, eighteen

        	long e: ee, ea, y: speak, sleep, busy

        	long i: i_e, igh, y: smile, right, my

        	long o: o_e, oa, ow, o: note, show, go

        	long u: u_e, ui, ew, oo, ou: June, fruit, new, school, group

      

      Other patterns

      
        	all, alk: call, walk

        	ou, ow: house, down

        	2 sounds of oo: book, soon

        	R-controlled vowels: ar, or, er/ir/ur: art, sports, her, first, turn

      

      Consonant digraphs

      
        	ch: chat, chicken, French, teacher

        	sh: show, wash, English, cashier

        	ph: photo, phone , microphone, Joseph

        	th, voiced: that, their, brother, together

        	th, unvoiced: thank, both, math, Smith

      

      Contractions

      
        	I will = I’ll

        	I am = I’m

        	we are = we’re

        	that is = that’s

        	can not = can’t

        	it is =  it’s

        	do not = don’t

      

      Possessives

      
        	teacher’s name

        	Kate’s diner

        	Binwa’s brother

        	the twins’ teacher

        	professor’s office

      

      Multisyllable words

      You could teach these words in advance, let learners use a bilingual dictionary, or just be ready to answer questions. Note that many of the words (such as teacher, tomorrow, afternoon) are repeated throughout the book.

      
        	What’s Your Name?: birthday, namecard, teacher

        	Do You Want an English Name?: kimchi, teacher, tomorrow

        	The Note: arrive, backpack, cubby

        	Soo Jin Needs an English Class: husband, daughters, college, supermarket, doctor, dentist, pharmacy, online, website, breakfast

        	The Online Class: computer, muted, microphone

        	Soo Jin Speaks More English: afternoon, supermarket, vegetables, cashier, plastic, paper, vanilla, chocolate

        	At School: husband, cafeteria, reading, science, history, tired, numbers, apartment, backpacks

        	Homework Time: homework, kitchen, vegetables, spelling, paper, addition, different, multiplication, together, understand

        	Parent-Teacher Meeting: questions, reading, numbers, something, division, country, examples, understand

        	University Student: university, library, sometimes, writing, longer, professor, questions

        	Up Late: afternoon, library, customers, kitchen, tired, sleeping, tomorrow, something

        	French Tutor: message, music, tutor, languages, number, answers, afternoon, tomorrow
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            What’s Your Name?

          

        

      

    

    
      Jin Hee and Min Jee Park are in 5th grade. Jin Hee’s birthday is June 7. Min Jee’s birthday is June 7 too! They are twins.

      Their teacher is Ms. Smith. It is their first day of school. But they don’t speak a lot of English yet.

      Nan is in Ms. Smith’s class too. Nan, Jin Hee, and Min Jee sit at the same table in the classroom. Each student has a namecard.

      Nan says, “Hi, I’m Nan. What’s your name?”

      Jin Hee says, “I’m Jin Hee. This is my twin sister Min Jee.”

      Min Jee says, “Hi Nan.”

      Nan says, “Hi, Jin Hee. Hi, Min Jee. It’s cool that you are twins.”

      Ms. Smith comes to their table. She says, “Hi, I’m Ms. Smith. I’m happy to meet you.”

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        Jin Hee and Min Jee meet their teacher.

      

      Ms. Smith looks at Min Jee’s namecard. She says, “How do I say your name?”

      Min Jee says, “Min…Jee. Min Jee.”

      Ms. Smith says, “Mmm. Min…dee. Mindy?”

      Min Jee says, “It’s Min…Jee. Min Jee.”

      Ms. Smith says, “I don’t know how to say that. I’ll call you Mindy.” Ms. Smith looks at Jin Hee’s namecard. She says, “How do I say your name?”

      Jin Hee says, “Jin…Hee. Jin Hee.”

      Ms. Smith says, “Oh! That’s easy. Jenny! Jenny and Mindy. Nice to meet you both.”

      Jin Hee and Min Jee look at each other. Jin Hee says, “It’s nice to meet you too.” Min Jee’s face turns red.
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            Do You Want an English Name?

          

        

      

    

    
      It is dinner time. Min Jee and Jin Hee eat with their mom, Soo Jin, and their dad, Joon. They have soup, kimchi, and rice.

      Joon asks the girls about school. Soo Jin asks about new friends.

      Jin Hee says, “I like school. Ms. Smith is very nice. Our friend in the class is Nan. She is nice too.”

      Soo Jin says, “I am glad, Jin Hee.”

      Jin Hee says, “Ms. Smith called me ‘Jenny.’ I like it. It’s a good English name.”

      Min Jee’s face is red. She looks down.

      Joon says, “Min Jee, how was your day?”
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        Min Jee is sad after school.

      

      Min Jee says, “The teacher is nice. But she can’t say my name. She said ‘Mindy’.” Min Jee starts to cry.

      Soo Jin says, “Oh, you don’t want an English name?”

      Min Jee says, “No, I don’t. I like Min Jee. I don’t like Mindy.”

      Joon says, “Talk to the teacher. Say that you like your Korean name.”

      Min Jee can talk to Ms. Smith tomorrow. Or she can write a note, and put it on Ms. Smith’s desk.
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            The Note

          

        

      

    

    
      The next day, Min Jee and Jin Hee arrive at school. Jin Hee puts her backpack in her cubby and goes to her table. She says hello to Nan.

      Min Jee puts her backpack in the cubby. She has a note for Ms. Smith. Min Jee puts her note on Ms. Smith’s desk. Then she sits with Jin Hee and Nan at the table.
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        Jin Hee puts her backpack in the cubby.

      

      Ms. Smith reads the note from Min Jee. Her eyes get big. She walks to Min Jee’s table.

      Ms. Smith says to Min Jee, “I have your note. I’m sorry! You don’t like the name ‘Mindy’.”

      Min Jee says, “No, I don’t like it.”

      Ms. Smith says, “I will try again. Say your name for me.”

      Min Jee says, “Min…Jee. Jee. Min Jee.”

      Ms. Smith says, “Hm. Min…Jee. Min Jee?”

      Jin Hee and Nan clap. Min Jee says, “Yes! Min Jee.”

      Ms. Smith asks Jin Hee, “How about you? Do you like ‘Jenny’?”

      Jin Hee says, “Yes, I do. Jenny sounds like my Korean name. I like it.”

      The twins are happy. Ms. Smith is happy too.
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            Soo Jin Needs an English Class

          

        

      

    

    
      Soo Jin speaks a little English, but she wants to speak more. Her twin daughters are learning English in school. Her husband Joon went to college in the U.S., so he knows English well.

      Soo Jin needs English for a lot of things. She needs English at the supermarket and the bank. She needs English to speak with the twins’ teacher, Ms. Smith. She needs English to talk to other parents at the school. She needs English for the doctor and the dentist. She needs English at the pharmacy.
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        Soo Jin at the pharmacy

      

      Soo Jin wants to take an English class. But she has a problem. Her family has one car. Joon drives the car to work early in the morning. The bus stop is near her house, but the bus takes one hour each way. What can she do?

      After dinner one evening, Soo Jin and Joon look online for English classes. Joon looks at the college website. There are morning and evening classes for adults. Classes are face to face in the morning and in the evening. There are online classes five mornings a week.

      Joon says, “The online class is good for you. It starts at 9:00 a.m.”

      Soo Jin says, “Yes, 9:00 a.m. is a good time for me. I can help Jin Hee and Min Jee with breakfast, and take them to the school bus stop. Then I can take the online class.”

      Joon says, “Yes, you can help the kids and learn English from home.”

      Joon helps Soo Jin sign up for the online class. The class starts on Monday. Soo Jin is happy.
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