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INTRODUCTION
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"I Want to Be a Successful Entrepreneur" is the first book in the series "Life is a Business and a Jungle." It is aimed at individuals who aspire for more than just being an employee or earning a basic income. In recent years, job opportunities have become scarce, while the demand for greater knowledge, dedication, and often unsatisfying tasks has increased.

Every day, more people are drawn to the idea of starting their own business, hoping to generate income from a fulfilling venture that allows for a balanced personal and family life. However, many individuals postpone their dreams and eventually give up without taking the leap. It could be due to a lack of motivation, fear, or simply because they were never guided on what it takes to succeed.

It is common to come across social media posts from individuals expressing their desire to be their own boss or start their own business. While many aspire to this, few truly understand the requirements of entrepreneurship.

Entrepreneurship is a commitment to oneself and others. Most of us have been taught the traditional process: study hard, get good grades, secure a good job, and earn a high income by excelling in our field. However, being an employee does not always guarantee financial success or personal fulfillment. That's when the inner voice reminds us that we deserve more, whether in terms of income or personal satisfaction. It is at this point that we turn our attention to independence, desiring to dedicate our time and effort to something of our own that brings us both satisfaction and the financial stability we need.

The first and most crucial step is making the decision to become an entrepreneur. But how can you make a decision about something you know very little about? We often lack knowledge and guidance on what is needed and how to get started. This is precisely what "THE BEGINNING," the focus of this book, aims to address.

We frequently question whether we have what it takes to run a business and whether we are ready to face the challenges that lie ahead. Throughout this book, you will have the opportunity to develop your own concept, pave your own path, and make informed decisions.

"I Want to Be a Successful Entrepreneur" is about embarking on the journey of business ownership. It starts by teaching you the essential skills and knowledge you need to acquire, but above all, it emphasizes self-discovery.

Everything begins with understanding who you truly are, not who you think you are or what others say you are. Within these pages, you will find tips and advice on how to gain a better understanding of yourself and evaluate your potential as an entrepreneur. It's important to note that entrepreneurship is not an innate quality. If you decide to become an entrepreneur but currently lack the necessary abilities, you can study and work to acquire them because, as mentioned earlier, it ultimately depends on your decision.

Throughout this book, you will discover the aptitudes and attitudes necessary for entrepreneurial success, the knowledge and tools you should possess, and the importance of identifying what you need to learn and understand, as well as the experiences you already have, in order to make THE DECISION.

You may have many questions as you embark on this journey, but by reading this book, you will gain a clearer understanding of what it means to be an entrepreneur, what qualities you possess to enter the business world, and how you should prepare for this new adventure. Enjoy the journey!
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​CHAPTER I: Why is the World a Business and a Jungle?
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You might be curious about the title of this series and why it compares the world to both a business and a jungle. It may sound primitive at first, but it holds a certain charm and deeper meaning. I don't want to instill fear in you, making you believe that starting a business is a life-or-death struggle or that you'll be devoured by stronger competitors. My intention is to encourage you to see the world of business from a broader perspective, beyond just the pursuit of monetary gain or the survival challenges faced in a competitive environment.

Why is the world a business?

A business is the integration of various resources (material, financial, human, intellectual, and time) with the purpose of satisfying a need and generating profits. In simpler terms, it is the establishment of an entity that has enough independence to sustain itself economically and provide benefits to its owners. The motivation behind starting a business lies in developing an idea that addresses a need in a different and innovative way, creating job opportunities, and yielding favorable returns for the owners.

Viewing the world as a business involves considering multiple elements such as ideas, innovation, efficiency, resources, profitability, meeting needs, mission, and vision. By the end of this chapter, we will clarify how we will be using these terms throughout the book.

There are numerous approaches and pathways to starting any type of business because, as we will explore later, there are countless possibilities and sectors to engage with. You simply need to make the decision and choose the option that aligns best with your interests and goals.

Why Become an Entrepreneur?

The decision to become an entrepreneur is driven by various factors that are unique to each individual. It depends on personal motivations and the opportunities that arise at a given moment. However, becoming an entrepreneur is not merely a matter of chance; it requires preparation and having the vision to recognize opportunities that others may overlook.

So why choose entrepreneurship? Why start your own venture instead of working for someone else? According to the United Nations Development Coordination Office (UNDCO) and the International Labor Organization (ILO), the unemployment rate in Latin America reached 8% in 2019, the highest it has been in the past 10 years. In an environment of slower economic growth in the region, finding an ideal job that meets your economic demands, professional aspirations, personal circumstances, and offers a pleasant work environment is increasingly challenging. This is especially true if you've read books on financial freedom that discuss the concept of not relying on a fixed salary and the pursuit of generating passive income, which is income earned without active involvement in its production. Moreover, social media platforms are filled with viral posts showcasing business ideas and motivational content encouraging lucrative additional income with minimal or no capital investment.

All these factors have sparked curiosity among individuals of various age groups. Young people are inclined towards generating their own income and achieving independence, often starting with small tasks or recruiting affiliates even without capital. Professionals who desire extra income, typically within their field of expertise, explore working independently or with different clients. Finally, individuals approaching retirement age, who may have limited opportunities for job advancement or reemployment, seek to stay active or supplement their pensions, which are often insufficient. All these groups share a common motivation: the desire for more and the improvement of their future, starting now.

Whether you identify with any of the mentioned cases or not, it doesn't mean that this book is not for you. Perhaps you're waiting for a sign that says, "Hey, that's what I want." In fact, one of the main motivations behind writing this book is to motivate and guide future entrepreneurs and business owners. This initiative serves two purposes for me. First, it serves as self-advice. I write it as if it were a comment to my younger self, as during my youth, I was never focused on pursuing anything specific. I was like a surfer in the sea, occasionally catching good waves and taking advantage of them, but without thinking about the future. Needless to say, there was a lot of time that I didn't use efficiently, time that could have allowed me to acquire better skills and a better current status. While I genuinely enjoyed that stage of my life, the time has come to embrace who I am destined to be and, likewise, help you become who you are destined to be.

The second reason is the desire to assist people in making the decision to embark on entrepreneurship. I currently live in Venezuela, and as you may know, the economic and social situation here is very challenging, as it is in the rest of Latin America. There is a significant portion of the population unable to find satisfactory employment and, consequently, struggle to meet their basic needs. Furthermore, we are currently experiencing one of the most severe economic recessions the world has ever seen, which has forced us to be creative in generating income. Therefore, if you are reading this, I hope that through entrepreneurship, you can become what you have always wanted to be and experience the fulfillment you have always desired.

I don't say this merely as empty words, but because everything begins when you make the decision, take the first step, come up with your first idea to fight for, define a dream, and repeat to yourself, "This is what I want."

As you can see, achieving your dream requires a certain level of financial stability. Whether you're an artist or a tycoon, an athlete or a university student, there are still financial obligations to meet: food, housing, utilities, transportation, taxes, and contributing to charitable causes, among other things. Money is necessary, and it's important to find creative ways to earn it. But how do we do it? Where do we start?

Starting a business may seem daunting, but the first step is always the most important. It's a gradual process of growth, and you don't need to know everything all
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Do you truly desire to thrive?
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