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Oak Hill Memorial Park, Plot 24 A is the last stop in the tumultuous life for Nannie Doss. 

No matter how hard Nannie tried to find true romance her efforts failed. She seemed to find men who were a lot like her father, abusive, or they were skirt chasing alcoholics. Nannie couldn’t handle it and began to kill her husbands and other members of her family.

Nannie was born Nancy Hazel on November 4, 1904 in Blue Mountain, Alabama. Her parents James born in 1875 and Louisa (Lou) Holden Hazel born in 1878 were not much more than poor dirt farmers. She was the oldest of 5 children, her sister Dovie born in 1908 and Brother William born in 1915, 1910 census shows an Annie or Addie Hazel in the household with Nancy and her parents but she was not on the 1920 census. Could Nannie’s killing have started with this sister?

James was said to have been a hateful, abusive man and education meant little to him. He wanted them to work the farm with him. Nannie left school for good after completing the 6th grade. It’s said that Nannie could barely read or write due to her lack of schooling. Her siblings would suffer the same fate.

The Hazel girls didn’t have much of a start in life.  And the girl’s future looked bleak at best. At the age of seven, Nannie and her family went on a trip to see family. It was Nannie’s first time away from the farm and on a train. There was a sudden stop that threw Nannie forward into a metal bar. One report said she suffered a fractured skull. Later, Nannie would blame this injury for her murderous behavior, extreme migraine like headaches and even depression.

James didn’t want the girls to wear make-up or dresses that might have helped catch the eye of a boy. Other kids their age went to dances and had sleep-overs the Hazel children were forced to go to bed early and rise before the sun in order to take care of the farm. James was afraid the girls would be molested by men. At least one unnamed source claimed it had happened on more than one occasion. By her teen years Nannie had found a way to sneak out of the house and meet local boys in town. 

At the young age of 16 Nannie went to work at the Linen Thread Company in nearby Anniston Alabama. Finally she had somewhat of a social life. But even that didn’t last long after she met and soon married Charles “Charley” Braggs. Who can really say if she married Charley because she loved him or to get away from her abusive father? In any case the two were married with James Hazel’s approval in 1921.

Nannie and Charley would add to their family between 1923 and 1927. In those four years Nannie would give birth to four daughters. It’s unclear whether Charley and Nannie moved in with his mother or if she moved in with them. Doss’s Mother in law was demanding, clingy and domineering. She would take up much of her son’s time and refused to let Nannie’s mother come and stay the night.

It wasn’t long before Nannie, with no real support system became the epitome of a stressed out young mother. Her husband disappeared for days or even weeks. It was said that he was a womanizer and ran around on Nannie. Between a husband who was hardly around and a mother in law who had never been married and was self-asserting Nannie’s casual vices escalated. At the same time she would go into town and run around with other men even bringing one of them home with her.

He came home after one of his trips away to find out that his two middle daughters had died from apparent food poisoning. Charley took Melvina, the couple’s oldest child and left, leaving baby Florine with Nannie. While Braggs was away his mother died, presumably at the hands of Nannie.

Months later he returned with another woman and child in tow. Nannie divorced him and took custody of Melvina. Doss left and went back to her parents’ home with the two girls. Braggs was the only husband to escape Nannie’s murderous ways. After her arrest he said he thought there was something not right about her but he didn’t know what to do about it. Braggs also told newspapers at the time he wouldn’t eat or drink anything around the house when Nannie was in a foul mood. Had he already figured out that Nannie was a killer?

While living at home in Anniston Alabama she fell back to what made her the happiest, reading romance novels and magazines. She continually looked for the kind of love and romance she read about in her mother’s magazines as a young teenager. Then she began reading the lonely hearts ads and corresponded with men there.

She found an advertisement from one that caught her eye. A 23 year old factory worker from Jacksonville, they married in 1929. Robert Franklin “Frank” Harrelson born August 31, 1906, seemed like the perfect husband to Nannie, however not long after they married she found out he was an ex-con not to mention an alcoholic. This union lasted an amazing 16 years even after this revelation.

Florine was about two years old when Frank and Nannie left her in an abandoned house. Neighbors found the little girl and got in touch with Charley who came and got her. Nannie wouldn’t see her youngest daughter for nine years. Florine would later forgive her mother for this betrayal.

Frank however, was not Nannie’s next victim.  Melvina, Nannie’s eldest daughter was married and had a son Robert. Two years later another child, a girl would be born. While Melvina was exhausted from long hours of labor and partially sedated with ether, she thought she saw her mother push a hatpin into the head of the newborn. Melvina asked her sister and husband if she’d imagined it. They told her that Nannie was holding a hatpin when she told them the baby died. At the time the doctors couldn’t give a definitive reason as to the baby’s death. 

Melvina had had a particularly nasty argument with her husband and wanted to go see her father Charley. Nannie wasn’t happy with this. Even with the suspicion that her mother had killed her newborn Melvina left Robert, her toddler son, in the care of his Grandmother Nannie. While Melvina was gone, young Robert would succumb to asphyxia. The cause of death was listed as Asphyxia from unknown causes.

September 2, 1945, the day the Japanese surrendered people danced in the street in big cities and small towns in celebration. Frank used this as an excuse to party and celebrate as well. No one could party like Frank did. After a night of heavy drinking and partying Frank’s brother found her at her mother’s house and told her Frank wanted to see her. Nannie thought he’d been in a bar fight and needed bailed out of jail or was too drunk to make it home on his own. What he wanted was sex from Nannie, she refused his advances. He made the statement that he may not be around this time next week to have sex with, so he raped Nannie. Little did he know how right he was?

That was the end for Frank. The next day while tending her garden Nannie found his bottle of moonshine buried in the garden. She refilled the jar with rat poison and watched as her husband died an awful, painful death by that evening. September 15, 1945. It was assumed by everyone that he had died of food poisoning. Because she played the loving dutiful wife everyone rallied around her at the funeral. 

The next victim in a long line of victims would be Arlie J. Lanning, born February 2, 1900 her third husband.

Nannie was traveling through Lexington N.C. and looking through the lonely hearts section of the local paper and came across his ad. Not learning from her previous husbands she found in the want ads she responded to his ad. They married just three days after meeting.

It didn’t take long for Nannie to find him to be just like Harrelson, husband number two. He was a womanizer and a drunk. Soon after they married Nannie would find out the truth about Arlie Lanning. He was not just a drunk but he was also an ex-con. One report says he went to prison for assault.

The difference this time was that Arlie wasn’t the one who would disappear for days on end, it was Doss. She would be gone for some time, but when she was home she again played the doting wife and life was wonderful. 

Arlie died on February 16, 1952 

After Lanning’s death, the house he and Nannie lived in burned to the ground. Arlie had willed the house to his sister, but before she had the chance to take possession of the residence Nannie set it on fire.  The insurance money went to the grieving widow, Nannie, which she took and promptly left town.

Doss went to stay with her sister Dovie. Dovie was suffering from cancer and bedridden. She too would be a victim of her sister. Nannie committed soroicide, Dovie Hazel Weaver died on the 30th of June 1950. There is at times a discrepancy in Nannie’s timeline and this is one of them. According to Dovie’s headstone she died in 1950. However it is said that Nannie murdered Arlie in 1952, burned down their home and went to stay with her sister Dovie who was dying of cancer.  It’s also said that Nannie murdered two other sisters while visiting them about this time, if this is true perhaps she went to stay with one of them instead of Dovie.

In 1952 Nannie would find her next victim, Richard L. Morton born May 12, 1889 in Okmulgee Oklahoma. They would meet the same way that Arlie had met Nannie, through lonely hearts ads. Richard and Nannie married in Emporia, Kansas on January 12, 1953. Morton had been married twice before.  He is also listed on the Dawes Indian rolls as being ¾ Creek blood. 

In 1953 after James, her father died, Lou Hazel, Nannie’s mother would move in with them. Richard would go into town for longer and longer periods of time. Nannie was left to care for an ailing mother who took up all her time. Within a few days of arriving Lou fell ill complaining of stomach pains and died, January 31, 1953, Nannie had perpetrated the classic senicide. Senicide is killing an elderly relative when they become a burden. Whether or not Lou actually was a burden in reality we’ll never know. 

Four months after Lou passed Richard died, May 19, 1953

Local Emporia Newspaper, The Emporia Gazette, May 20, 1953 ran a story about Richard’s death. In his obituary it says he was survived by two sons and even claimed Nannie’s two daughters as his own. He was also a WWII Veteran. Eighteen months later it would run another article about Richard’s death.

Nannie was 49 now and was beginning to feel and look old, she didn’t feel as pretty as she used to, and her hair was graying. But that didn’t stop her from continuing her hunt for the perfect romance, the perfect man that would give her the fairytale love affair she’d read about in the romance novels. 

Finding yet another ad in the lonely hearts section of the Tulsa paper she began writing Samuel Doss. By all accounts he was nothing like any of her other husbands. He was reportedly a God-Fearing man. Not the hard drinking womanizing men she had found before. Samuel had come from Carroll County Arkansas sometime after 1945. He was mourning the loss of his beloved wife Winnie and at
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