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Christians are called to the new life in Christ. In addition, service is to accompany that new life.  The Christian Living Series is designed to give Christians a biblical perspective to Christian life and service.

In this publication:

In this publication, we will discuss relationships and the Christian teen. The first area that we will consider is friendships. The Christian teen will discover how to have positive and wholesome friendships. They will learn strategies for dissolving bad friendships. The Christian youth will understand how to have fruitful, peaceful, and beneficial Friendships in his/her life.
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THE MOST IMPORTANT FRIENDSHIP

Choosing friends can be difficult for anyone regardless of age, gender, or race. This is especially true of the Christian Teen. They are continually instructed by family, church members, and others about whom they should and should not be with.

The Understanding Friend

Sometimes, it may seem as if people do not understand where you are coming from or going through in this area. However, your relationship with God can be a source of strength and comfort in choosing friends. In this chapter, we want to discuss the Christian teen and his/her friends.

Before discussing, in detail, friendships and the Christian teen, we want to talk about the closest friend that a teen will have. No other friendship can take the place of the one that you can have with Christ.

Through the scriptures and inspiration of the Spirit, we learn of Christ’s love and loyalty to us. He serves as the ultimate example of a friend. Before the Christian teen can form truly lasting, healthy friendships, a solid friendship with the Lord should be formed.

Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. (John 15:14)

Jesus called the apostles His friends. Because you now have received Him, you become His friend. However, to be a true friend of Christ, we have to do what He instructs us to do in the Word or by inspiration of His Spirit.

The Commanding Friend

As a Christian teen, you should be willing to follow Him because His commands come to bless and prosper you, if obeyed. You establish your relationship with Christ not only through prayer and Bible Study, but through obedience.

If you are walking with Christ in obedience, you will not be vulnerable to bad friendships that may hinder you rather than help you. The Christian teen has to remember that regardless of any other friendships; his/her friendship with the Lord is the most important one.
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Q & A CONCERNING FRIENDSHIPS

There are many issues facing Christian teens and youth and friends. To feel accepted, liked, and loved is important to teens and youth. The Christian teen has an added responsibility in choosing the right friends. Because this issue is broad, this chapter is set up in the form of questions and answers. This will help the Christian teen to make the right decisions in friendships.

The Question of Assimilation

Can I have friends who are not Christians or unsaved?

Yes. However, your interaction with them has to come with limitations. Do not allow yourself to think that in order to witness to them or win them to Christ, you have to show them you are approachable in an ungodly manner.

You do not have to compromise your integrity to win someone to Christ. Sin and compromise has never won anyone to Christ. Even though Christ ate with sinners, He did not perform ungodly acts, engage in ungodly conversations, or go into places of sin.

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation. (I Peter 1:15)

Christian teens have tried drugs, sex, going to clubs, fighting, and other ungodly acts trying to  prove that they understand where their friends are. It sounds strange, but some have done it, claiming that God wanted them to do it.

As a Christian teen, you should never agree to go to an ungodly activity or engage in something that is ungodly or wrong in order to get someone to come to church with you or listen to you. This is a trap.

The Question of Accountability

Do I have to give up my friends who are Christian and doing some things that are not Christ-like?

While it is true that all have sinned, your relationship with other Christian teens that are practicing wrong acts also has to be put on limitation. In the Bible, Paul told believers that if someone was operating frequently or consistently in an area of sin, they were not to eat with them.

But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not eat. (I Corinthians 5:11)

Eating has always been a sign of  fellowship. They may be a brother or sister. However, if they are continually walking contrary to God’s words, your interaction with them has to diminish. This does not mean that you do not talk to them or try to encourage them.

It implies that you withdraw some fellowship as a sign that you are not in agreement with their activity. In addition, you should pray for them that God would bless, help, and restore them. Consider the following:

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. (Galatians 6:1)

Never try to help anyone alone if you are spiritually unable to do so. There may be the possibility of you falling in the same areas (especially areas of a sexual nature.) However, you can lead them to someone who has the right information and inspiration for their situation.

If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. (I John 5:16)

If you see your brother or sister in sin, pray for them. Even if you feel they will not listen to you, pray that God will open up their hearts and change their minds.

Brethren , if  any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converted the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death and  shall hide a multitude of sins. (James 5:19-20)

James tells us that we should strive for the restoration of the brother or sister. In doing so, we will save them from both spiritual (and sometimes natural) death.

The Question of Association

Can I hang out with friends who are doing things that are wrong, even if I know I will not do any of those things?

Though it is possible to do that, it is not beneficial, nor does it give the proper view of a Christian. If you are a Christian, ungodly environments should not be
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