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      To every child of God who has ever stood in a valley and felt smaller than the fear before them.

      To the weary believer who has heard the giant speak morning and evening, telling you that the battle is too hard, the wound is too deep, the past is too strong, and the future is too uncertain.

      May these pages remind you that fear may be loud, but it is not Lord.

      This book is dedicated to the God of David, the LORD of hosts, who still strengthens trembling hearts, still guides surrendered stones, still silences voices of intimidation, and still proves that the battle is His.

      And above all, this book is dedicated to the Lord Jesus Christ, the greater Son of David, who faced what we could never face, conquered what we could never conquer, and rose again in eternal victory.

      May every fallen giant point the heart back to Him.

    

  


  
    
       “Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.” — 1 Samuel 17:45

      Fear may step into the valley with a loud voice, but faith steps forward with a greater Name.

      “And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our hands.” — 1 Samuel 17:47
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      Every generation has its valleys, and every valley seems to have its giant. Sometimes the giant has a name everyone can see, and sometimes it stands hidden in the heart where no one else knows how loudly it speaks. Fear is rarely quiet. It threatens, accuses, exaggerates, and repeats itself until the soul begins to feel smaller than the shadow standing before it. In 1 Samuel 17, Israel did not lack weapons, history, promises, or a covenant with God; yet the voice of one Philistine froze an entire army. Their greatest danger was not merely the giant before them, but the fear within them.

      This book, How To Get Ahead — When Faith Takes Down What Fear Could Not Face, brings the reader back to that familiar valley with a fresh and searching burden. It reminds us that David’s victory was not the triumph of human confidence, youthful bravery, or natural ability. It was the triumph of faith in the living God. David did not come to Goliath trusting in Saul’s armor, military experience, or personal greatness. He came in the name of the LORD of hosts. That is where every true victory begins.

      These pages are not written merely to admire David, but to awaken faith in the God David trusted. The stone, the sling, the sword, and the severed head all point to a greater truth: fear may speak loudly, but it does not have the final word when God is in the battle. The head that once towered over Israel ended up in the hand of the shepherd. The voice that once mocked the people of God was silenced in the dust. The sword that was meant to destroy David became the instrument that displayed the enemy’s defeat.

      But the message does not stop in the valley of Elah. Every victory God gives His people points ultimately to the greater Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ. He faced the enemies no sinner could ever defeat: sin, death, hell, Satan, and judgment. At Calvary, He shed His precious blood for guilty sinners. He was buried, and He rose again the third day according to the scriptures. Because Christ lives, fear has no rightful throne in the redeemed heart.

      May this book strengthen the weary believer, stir the fearful servant, encourage the trembling heart, and remind every reader that the battle is still the Lord’s. Giants still fall. God still delivers. Faith still moves forward. And the Lord of hosts is still worthy to be trusted in every valley.

       

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      There comes a moment in every life when fear stands taller than faith. It steps onto the battlefield with a voice loud enough to shake the heart, silence the courage, and make even the strongest soul feel small. For Israel, that fear had a name: Goliath. Morning and evening, he stood before the armies of the living God and dared them to believe that victory was impossible. His size became their excuse. His sword became their terror. His words became their prison.

      But then came David.

      David did not enter the valley with the armor of a king, the reputation of a warrior, or the strength of a giant. He came with a sling, a stone, and a faith that could see what fear had blinded others from seeing. While everyone else measured the giant against themselves, David measured the giant against God. That changed everything.

      How To Get Ahead is not merely a story about David cutting off the head of Goliath. It is a message about what happens when faith refuses to let fear keep talking. Goliath had used his head to intimidate, mock, threaten, and defy. But by the end of the battle, the very head that had spoken against God became the evidence that God still delivers.

      Fear always wants the final word, but faith knows God already has it.

      This book is for every believer standing in a valley, facing something that looks too big, too loud, too strong, and too impossible. The same God who strengthened David still strengthens His children today. Giants still fall. Fear still loses. Faith still rises. And when God steps into the battle, what once stood over you can end up beneath your feet.
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      Fear has a way of making the valley feel final. It stands before the soul with a loud voice, heavy threats, and convincing arguments, telling the believer that the battle is too great, the weakness is too real, and the victory is too far away. In 1 Samuel 17, Goliath did not merely challenge Israel’s army; he challenged their remembrance of God. For forty days, his voice filled the valley until strong men trembled, soldiers hid behind hesitation, and a nation seemed to forget that the LORD was still mighty to save.

      But then David came.

      He did not come with the armor of Saul, the height of a champion, or the confidence of human strength. He came with a sling, five smooth stones, a shepherd’s testimony, and faith in the name of the LORD of hosts. What fear could not face, faith confronted. What an army could not silence, a shepherd answered. What had stood over Israel in intimidation soon fell beneath the power of God.

      This book was written for every believer who has ever heard a giant speak. Perhaps fear has shouted over your family, your ministry, your future, your past, your calling, or your confidence in God. Perhaps the enemy has told you that you are too weak, too wounded, too late, too small, or too far gone. Yet the story of David and Goliath reminds us that fear may be loud, but it is not Lord.

      How To Get Ahead — When Faith Takes Down What Fear Could Not Face is not about selfish ambition or worldly advancement. It is about spiritual victory. It is about cutting off the voice of intimidation, refusing the armor that does not fit, trusting what God has placed in your hand, and stepping forward in the name of the living God.

      Above all, these pages point beyond David to the greater Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ. He faced sin, death, hell, Satan, and judgment, and He conquered through His death, burial, and resurrection. Because Christ lives, no giant has the final word.

      May this book strengthen your faith, awaken your courage, and remind your heart that the battle is still the LORD’S.
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            WHEN THE GIANT WALKS INTO THE VALLEY

          

        

      

    

    
      There are moments when fear does not arrive quietly, gently, or secretly. It walks into the valley with heavy steps, lifted weapons, and a voice determined to rule the hearts of men before the battle ever begins. In 1 Samuel 17, the giant named Goliath did not merely stand as a soldier against Israel; he stood as a visible sermon of intimidation, defiance, and unbelief. The Bible says, “And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath,” and from the moment he appeared, the valley became a place of trembling. He was tall enough to be noticed, armed enough to be feared, and loud enough to make an entire army forget the God who had brought them through the Red Sea. That is what fear often does when it walks into the valley; it magnifies the enemy, minimizes the Lord, and paralyzes the soul between what God has promised and what the eyes can see. Before David ever lifted a stone, the real battle had already begun in the hearts of men who were listening more closely to the giant than to God.

      Goliath came into the valley clothed in strength, but Israel stood there covered in shame. His helmet of brass, coat of mail, greaves of brass, target of brass, great spear, and mighty shield-bearer created the appearance of something unstoppable. Every piece of armor was meant to preach one message to Israel: you cannot win. Every step he took across that battlefield seemed to say that faith was foolish, hope was childish, and resistance was useless. The enemy has always known how to dress fear in impressive armor. He knows how to make the problem look larger than prayer, the threat look stronger than truth, and the valley look darker than the promises of God. Yet the size of the giant was never the true measure of the battle, because the battle belonged unto the Lord.

      The Scripture says that Goliath “stood and cried unto the armies of Israel,” and his words were as dangerous as his weapons. He did not strike them first with a sword; he struck them first with a voice. He asked, “Why are ye come out to set your battle in array?” as though the people of God had no right to stand against the enemies of God. He challenged them to send one man, demanded a representative, and wrapped his defiance in the language of confidence. This is the old strategy of fear: speak loudly enough, long enough, and personally enough until courage begins to collapse. Many believers have not been defeated by the sword of the giant, but by the sound of the giant. They heard the threat, believed the lie, and surrendered inwardly before the outward battle ever came.

      The giant walked into the valley morning and evening for forty days, and that detail is heavy with meaning. Fear rarely speaks once and leaves; it returns again and again until its voice feels familiar. Morning and evening, Israel heard the same accusation, the same challenge, the same insult, and the same thunderous reminder of their weakness. The longer they listened, the smaller they seemed to become. The soldiers did not lose their weapons, their uniforms, their training, or their king, but they lost their confidence. They still looked like an army, but fear had hollowed out their courage from the inside. A man may stand in the right place, wear the right appearance, and belong to the right people, yet still tremble if his heart has forgotten the Lord.

      The valley of Elah became more than a battlefield; it became a mirror. It revealed what was really living inside the hearts of Saul and the armies of Israel. They had songs about God, history with God, promises from God, and a covenant through God, yet they stood dismayed because one loud enemy had stepped in front of their memory. The Bible says, “When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.” Those words are painful because they show how quickly fear can spread from one heart to another. Saul was the tallest man in Israel, yet he could not stand before the tallest problem in the valley. Height, position, title, and reputation are poor substitutes for a living faith in the living God.

      It is possible to know the stories of deliverance and still tremble when the giant walks into your own valley. Israel knew of Egypt, Pharaoh, the plagues, the Passover, the wilderness, Jericho, and the victories God had already given His people. Yet in that moment, the memory of yesterday’s mercy was being drowned beneath today’s noise. That is why the soul must do more than remember facts; it must rehearse faith. David would later say, “The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.” Faith does not ignore the giant, but it refuses to forget the God who has already proven Himself faithful. When fear walks into the valley, memory must become a weapon in the hand of faith.

      Goliath’s greatest insult was not against Israel’s army, but against Israel’s God. David understood this when he asked, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?” That question exposed the difference between the eyes of fear and the eyes of faith. Saul saw a champion of the Philistines, the soldiers saw a terrifying warrior, but David saw an uncircumcised rebel standing against the living God. Faith does not merely ask how big the enemy is; faith asks who the enemy is challenging. David was not offended because Goliath had threatened men; he was stirred because Goliath had defied God. When the honor of God becomes greater to us than the safety of self, courage begins to rise in the valley.

      The sad thing about Israel is that they had allowed fear to define the conversation before faith ever entered it. Their camp had become full of calculations, comparisons, excuses, and trembling observations. They measured Goliath’s height, weighed his armor, studied his spear, heard his voice, and concluded that no man could stand before him. That conclusion seemed reasonable until a shepherd boy walked in carrying bread, cheese, and a heart full of God. David did not arrive with the credentials Israel respected, but he arrived with the confidence Israel had lost. He had not been trained in the king’s court, but he had been taught in the secret place of lonely obedience. The valley does not always need another expert; sometimes it needs one believer who still believes God.

      David’s arrival reminds us that God often sends deliverance in a form men are tempted to overlook. His own brother Eliab burned with anger and accused him of pride and naughtiness of heart. Saul looked at him and said, “Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth.” The giant mocked him as though David were nothing more than a boy with a stick. From the family, from the throne, and from the enemy came the same message: you are not enough. Yet David never claimed that he was enough, because his confidence was not in David. The secret of his courage was that he knew God was more than enough.

      When the giant walks into the valley, one of the first temptations is to accept the labels placed upon you by fearful people. Saul called David too young, Eliab called him proud, and Goliath called him unworthy of serious battle. But God had already seen David in the pasture, in the shadows, in the lonely places, and in the hidden fights nobody else applauded. The lion and the bear had been more than threats; they had been training grounds. God had used private danger to prepare David for public victory. Many people want valley courage without pasture faithfulness, but God often builds the heart before He reveals the assignment. The giant may walk into the valley suddenly, but God has usually been preparing the faithful long before that day arrives.

      David did not deny the danger, but he refused to let danger become lord over his decision. He remembered the lion, remembered the bear, and remembered the hand of God upon his life. He knew what it was to face something stronger than himself and discover that God was stronger still. This is why he could speak with such holy confidence before Saul and say, “Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear.” He was not boasting in personal courage, but bearing witness to divine deliverance. Faith becomes bold when it has kept a record of God’s faithfulness. If the Lord has brought you through yesterday’s claws and teeth, you do not have to bow before today’s helmet and spear.

      Saul tried to dress David in armor that did not fit him, and there is a message there for every believer. The king’s helmet, coat of mail, and sword may have looked impressive, but David had not proved them. He said, “I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them,” and he put them off. There are battles that cannot be won by wearing someone else’s experience, copying someone else’s method, or depending on someone else’s appearance of strength. David had proved the presence of God, the faithfulness of God, and the simplicity of obedience. He did not need to look like Saul to be used by God. When faith walks into the valley, it must be clothed in what God has proven, not what man has approved.

      David chose five smooth stones out of the brook, placed them in a shepherd’s bag, took his sling in his hand, and drew near to the Philistine. That simple picture carries such powerful truth because nothing about David’s weaponry looked equal to the occasion. The giant had brass, mail, spear, sword, shield, and reputation. David had a sling, stones, a staff, and faith in the name of the Lord. To the natural eye, it looked like a mismatch, but heaven saw it differently. The issue was never sling against sword, stone against spear, or shepherd against champion. The issue was the name of the Lord of hosts against a loud-mouthed enemy who had defied the armies of the living God.

      Goliath looked at David and despised him, and the Bible says it was because “he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance.” The giant judged David by appearance, just as fearful people often do. He saw youth and missed faith, saw weakness and missed surrender, saw a shepherd and missed the hand of God. He cursed David by his gods and threatened to give his flesh to the fowls of the air and beasts of the field. Fear always tries to speak the future before God does. It announces defeat, shame, loss, death, and humiliation as though the matter has already been settled. But no enemy has the authority to write the final chapter for a child of God.

      David’s answer to Goliath is one of the great declarations of faith in all the Word of God. He said, “Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield.” David did not pretend the weapons were not real, and he did not close his eyes to the danger before him. Then he said, “But I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.” That single word “but” turned the whole valley toward heaven. Goliath had weapons, but David had the name. The enemy had a threat, but faith had a promise.

      David understood
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