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DEDICATION


This work is dedicated, first of all, to my partner, Kazuya
Numazawa.  He always keeps my interest in photography up and
makes me keep striving for the perfect photo.  He also often
makes me think of the expression “when the going gets tough, the
tough keep going”.  Furthermore – he was the one who initially
gave me a reason to be interested in violets.  Next, I want to
dedicate this to Chad in New York, for his encouragement to publish
a book of Japan photos.  After that I want to say thank you to
Steve and Tim in Oregon – they both gave encouragement to us and
they said – many times, through the years, that we should create a
book of photos of Japan.  Thank you.








 FOREWORD

This work shall attempt to show the violets
(Viola sp.) which we have identified with
enough confidence so that we have been comfortable to add them to
our “life list” of violets we have seen.  This book does not
represent a comprehensive listing of the violets which can be found
in eastern Japan, nor is it intended to be a comprehensive guide to
identification, it merely shows an interested reader some violets
which can be seen without spending a great deal of
money. 



We considered several different methods to display the violets in
this book.  We tried arranging them by color, but quickly
realized that several species come in various colors – so that idea
went by the wayside.  Then we considered trying to show them
by region – that idea was also very quickly rejected as many if not
most species occur in more than one region.  What we finally
decided upon was just to show them in pure alphabetical
order.



How many species of violets will you find here?  Well, there
are 87 photos, but some of them show different colors, different
angles or overview shots of the same species.  It seems like
there are probably about 50 species, but then again some of you may
not count like that because some of the pictured violets are
actually subspecies, forms and/or varieties of a species.  So,
count how you wish, but there are 87 photos.



We hope that these photos will show you something which excites
your imagination and makes you want to get out in the forest and on
to the mountains to see some violets!



Oh, by the way, we are going to be purposefully vague about some
locations because we do not like plant thieves and we do not
support those activities.  We know they exist, and we loath
them.



We will list the regions (see map – page 1) where we found these
violets for the first time.  For the location codes we will
use (T) for the Tohoku Region, (K) for the Kanto Region and (C) for
the Chubu Region.  You will find this code immediately after
the Japanese name of each violet.  This location does not
indicate that the violet can ONLY be found in this region, it only
indicates where we first found it.


NOTE WELL that the images in this ebook Edition have been greatly
reduced in quality from their original state to meet the maximum
size limits allowed by Smashwords. There is a print version of this
book available – search for the same title on book websites. There
is also an azw file type ebook edition available through the
company which uses that file type (for a bit higher price). The
images in that Edition have NOT been reduced in quality from their
original state.
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 Violets in This Book
Viola
betonicifolia var. albescens

Viola biflora

Viola biflora f. glabrifolia

Viola bisseti

Viola blandaeformis

Viola brevistipulata

Viola brevistipulata var.
kishidai

Viola chaerophylloides f.
sieboldiana

Viola collina

Viola confusa ssp. nagasakiensis

Viola crassa

Viola crassa ssp. alpicola

Viola crassa ssp. yatsugatakeana

Viola diffusa

Viola eizanensis

Viola eizanensis var. simplicifolia

Viola faurieana

Viola grypoceras

Viola grypoceras f. purpurellocalcarata

Viola grypoceras f. variegata

Viola hirtipes

Viola hondoensis

Viola japonica

Viola kamtschadalorum

Viola keiskei

Viola kusanoana

Viola mandshurica

Viola maximowicziana

Viola mirabilis var. subglabra

Viola obtusa

Viola orientalis

Viola phalacrocarpa

Viola phalacrocarpa f. glaberrima

Viola rossi

Viola rostrata

Viola selkirkii

Viola selkirkii f. variegata

Viola shikokiana

Viola sieboldi

Viola sieboldi f. variegata

Viola tokubuchiana var.
takedana

Viola tokubuchiana var.
takedana f.
variegata

Viola vaginata

Viola variegata var. nipponica

Viola variegata var. variegata

Viola verecunda

Viola verecunda f. violacens

Viola violacea
Viola violacea
var. makinoi

Viola yazawana

Viola yedoensis

Viola yezoensis

Viola yezoensis f. discolor
Hybrid
Violets
Viola kusanoana
x Viola rostrata

Viola rossi x Viola bisseti

Viola x pseudo
makinoi f. concolor

Viola x taradakensis var.
eizalacea






 Map of
Japan
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 Viola betonicifolia
var. albescens
(アリアケスミレ) (K)
When we first found this species
we thought that it was merely a different colored
Viola mandshurica. 
We find it in the same areas and the leaves are very similar
to Viola mandshurica too.  It was not until a while later that we realized
that it was a different species.  We find this mostly along
the road near Nogawa Park
in Mitaka, Tokyo.
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Viola biflora (キバナノコマノツメ) (T)
We first found this violet
(below) possibly at Mt.
Chokai, on the boundary between
Yamagata and
Akita Prefectures, in
2005.  We found it again in 2008 at Mt. Gassan, in Yamagata Prefecture.  We have
also found it in Oze National Park
and at Mt.
Yatsugatake.  Oze National Park straddles
Fukushima,
Tochigi,
Gunma and
Niigata Prefectures.  Mt. Yatsugatake
is in Nagano
and Yamanashi
Prefectures.  (Also see overview
photo)
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Regions & Prefectures of Japan

Hokkaido [ Kansai  [NENNDN
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Kanto [ Kyushu [0
Regions visited in this book are:
Tohoku, Chubu and Kanto

Prefectures by Region:

Hokkaido: 1. Hokkaido

Tohoku: 2. Aomori, 3. Twate, 4. Miyagi, 5.
Akita, 6. Yamagata & 7. Fukushima

Chubu:8. Niigata, 9. Toyama, 10. Ishikawa,
11. Fukui, 12. Yamanashi, 13. Nagano, 14.
Gifu, 15. Shizuoka & 16. Aichi

Kanto: 17. Tbaraki, 18. Tochigi, 19. Gunma,
20. Saitama, 21. Chiba, 22. Tokyo & 23.

Kanagawa
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