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Prologue
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Imagine a young boy playing soccer on the streets of a small island, barefoot, using whatever he could find as a ball. He dreamed of becoming one of the greatest players in the world. That boy was Cristiano Ronaldo.

Born in Madeira, Portugal, Ronaldo wasn’t just talented—he was determined. He practiced for hours, running faster, kicking harder, and never giving up, no matter how tough things got. His journey wasn’t easy, but his passion and hard work took him from a small-town kid to one of the biggest soccer legends of all time.

This book will take you through Ronaldo’s incredible life—his struggles, his victories, and the moments that made him a global superstar. From his early days in Portugal to shining on the biggest stages of soccer, you’ll discover what makes him one of the most inspiring athletes in history.

Are you ready to dive into the story of a champion? Let’s begin!
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Chapter 1: The Boy Who Loved Soccer
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Cristiano Ronaldo was just a little boy when he discovered his love for soccer. Born on February 5, 1985, in a small town called Funchal on the island of Madeira, Portugal, he grew up in a tiny house with his parents and three older siblings. Life wasn’t always easy for young Cristiano. His family didn’t have a lot of money, and his father worked as a kit man at a local soccer club. His mother worked as a cook and a cleaning lady to support their home. Even though they didn’t have much, one thing was always clear—Cristiano had a passion for soccer that nothing could stop.

From the moment he could walk, Cristiano loved kicking a ball around. He would use anything he could find—a rolled-up sock, a plastic bottle, or even a small rock—to dribble around the house and on the streets. His mother often scolded him for breaking things inside the house, but she also knew that her son had a special gift. His father, who worked at a soccer club called Andorinha, would take him to watch games, and Cristiano would stand on the sidelines, completely mesmerized by the players. He dreamed of one day being on the field, scoring goals, and making his family proud.

Cristiano spent hours every day playing soccer. After school, he would run outside and join his friends for matches on the streets of Madeira. The games were intense, and sometimes the boys would play until the sun went down. Even when he didn’t have shoes, Cristiano didn’t care—he just wanted to play. He would practice tricks, dribbling past his friends, and shooting at imaginary goals. He had incredible speed, and he was never afraid to take on players much older and bigger than him. Everyone in his neighborhood started noticing how talented he was. While other kids played for fun, Cristiano played with determination. He wasn’t just kicking a ball around—he was sharpening his skills, getting better every single day.

At just six years old, Cristiano joined his first soccer team, Andorinha, the same club where his father worked. He was younger than most of the other kids, but that didn’t stop him from showing his talent. His coaches were amazed by how fast and skillful he was. Even though he was small, he was fearless on the field, dribbling past defenders and scoring goals with ease. He always wanted to be the best. If he lost a game, he would get upset, not because he was a sore loser, but because he wanted to improve and win next time. He was determined to be great.

As he grew older, Cristiano’s skills continued to improve. By the time he was eight years old, he had already made a name for himself in Madeira. Bigger clubs started to notice him, and soon, he joined a team called Nacional, one of the best clubs on the island. Here, he trained even harder, playing against tougher opponents and learning new skills. His speed, dribbling, and powerful shots made him stand out from the rest. He was no longer just a kid playing soccer—he was becoming a true athlete.

Cristiano’s family knew that he had something special. His mother and father supported him as much as they could, but they also knew that if he wanted to become a professional soccer player, he would have to leave Madeira. That opportunity came when he was just twelve years old. One of the biggest clubs in Portugal, Sporting CP, invited him to join their academy in Lisbon, the capital of Portugal. This was a huge opportunity, but it also meant leaving his family behind.

Saying goodbye to his family was one of the hardest moments of Cristiano’s life. He was only twelve, and moving to a big city alone was scary. He cried when he left, but deep inside, he knew this was his chance to make his dream come true. He promised his mother that he would work harder than ever and make her proud. In Lisbon, life was not easy at first. He missed his family, and sometimes he felt lonely, but he never let that stop him. Every day, he trained harder than everyone else, waking up early, staying late after practice, and pushing himself to the limit.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s love for soccer was stronger than anything else. He wasn’t just a boy who played for fun—he was a boy with a dream, and he was willing to do whatever it took to make that dream a reality. From playing barefoot on the streets of Madeira to training at one of the biggest clubs in Portugal, he had already come so far. But this was just the beginning. His journey to becoming one of the greatest soccer players of all time had only just started.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in Madeira
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Cristiano Ronaldo grew up on the beautiful island of Madeira, a place full of mountains, breathtaking ocean views, and narrow streets where kids played outside for hours. Madeira is part of Portugal, but it is located far from the mainland, in the Atlantic Ocean. Even though it is a small island, it has a rich culture, friendly people, and a deep love for soccer. This was the place where Cristiano spent his childhood, running through the streets, dreaming of becoming a soccer star, and learning important lessons that would shape him into the legend he would one day become.

Cristiano was born on February 5, 1985, in Funchal, the capital city of Madeira. He was the youngest of four children in his family, and his parents worked hard to provide for them. His father, José Dinis Aveiro, was a kit man at a local soccer club called Andorinha, where he helped take care of the team’s uniforms and equipment. His mother, Maria Dolores dos Santos, worked as a cook and a cleaning lady, doing her best to keep the family going. Money was always tight, and they lived in a small house with very little, but despite the challenges, they were a close-knit family full of love and support.

Growing up in Madeira wasn’t always easy for Cristiano. His family didn’t have many luxuries, and he often had to share things with his older siblings. His clothes were hand-me-downs, and there were times when there wasn’t enough food on the table. But Cristiano didn’t let these struggles bring him down. Instead, he focused on what he loved most—soccer. From a very young age, he was obsessed with the game. He played anywhere he could—on the streets, in schoolyards, and in empty lots near his home. He didn’t care if the ground was rough, if the ball was old, or if he had to play barefoot. Nothing could stop him from kicking a ball and practicing his skills.

One of Cristiano’s favorite things to do was play soccer with his friends in the narrow streets of his neighborhood. The games were always fast and competitive, with kids dodging cars and dribbling past each other on the uneven pavement. There were no fancy soccer fields or proper goals—sometimes they used trash cans, sticks, or even just markings on the ground as goalposts. These street games helped him develop his quick footwork, speed, and ability to think fast under pressure. He had to be creative to get past defenders and strong enough to handle tough challenges. Even though he was the youngest among many of the kids, he never backed down from a challenge. If someone knocked him down, he would get right back up and keep playing.

Cristiano’s family didn’t have enough money to buy him expensive soccer gear, but he didn’t let that stop him. He would sometimes practice using old balls, and if he didn’t have one, he would make one out of socks or rags. His love for the game was so strong that he didn’t care about the little things. His mother often had to call him home for dinner because he would stay out playing for hours, completely lost in the game. There were nights when he would come home covered in dirt and sweat, but with a big smile on his face because he had spent another day doing what he loved.

School was never Cristiano’s favorite place. He found it hard to focus on lessons because all he wanted to do was play soccer. His teachers often scolded him for daydreaming about the game instead of paying attention in class. He wasn’t a bad student, but his heart was on the field, not in the classroom. As he got older, he started skipping school sometimes just so he could practice more. His mother worried about him, but she also knew that soccer was his true passion. She supported him as much as she could, even when others thought he was wasting his time.

Despite the struggles, Cristiano had something that made him stand out—his determination. He wasn’t just a boy who liked soccer; he was a boy who wanted to be the best. He would challenge himself every day, running up steep hills in Madeira to build his strength and stamina. The island’s mountainous landscape made it perfect for training, and he used it to his advantage




d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
SHAH RUKH

All About
Cristiano Ronaldo

A Kid's Guide to the Soccer Legend






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





