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         Visit our How To website at www.howto.co.uk
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you can engage in conversation with our authors –  all of whom have ‘been there and done that’ in their specialist fields. You  can get access to special offers and additional content but most  importantly you will be able to engage with, and become a part of, a  wide and growing community of people just like yourself.
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll be able to talk and share tips with people  who have similar interests and are facing similar challenges in their lives.  People who, just like you, have the desire to change their lives for the  better – be it through moving to a new country, starting a new business,  growing their own vegetables, or writing a novel.
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll find the support and encouragement you  need to help make your aspirations a reality.
         
 
         You can go direct to www.your-family-tree-online.co.uk which is part of  the main How To site.
         
 
         How To Books strives to present authentic, inspiring,  practical information in their books. Now, when you buy a  title from How To Books, you get even more than just words  on a page.
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            Welcome!

         
 
         Welcome to the world of genealogy and the internet! Using this  How To Guide you can find your way through the mass of online  sources to discover more about your family history. You can see  how your ancestors lived and how they fitted in with their age,  you can draw up a family tree – in short you can become a  genealogist.
         
 
         Everyone has their own reason for starting. Maybe Great Aunt  Maud has sent that long-promised letter with her recollections of  family stories dating back well over a century. In it are names and  descriptions of events that perhaps you didn’t know about, or  maybe your memory is jogged and you remember people that you  heard someone speak about many years ago and had all but  forgotten. Maybe there’s a browning photograph showing the  face of an ancestor. Or an old postcard someone wrote, or the  book-plate of a school-prize Bible.
 
         Yet however much Great Aunt Maud has sent, or however great  your existing family tree knowledge might be, it is never quite  enough, and you will want to find out more. This book sets out  what you can do to trace your family tree using the internet.
 
         WHAT YOU CAN ACHIEVE
         
 
         With this How To book, Your Family Tree OnLine, you will be able to make progress researching a genealogy. In this guide there is everything you need to take a family line back many hundreds of years.
         
 
         You can think of family tree resources in terms of three great collections: those from the age of Queen Victoria, those subsequent, and those earlier. There is a fourth area for the late mediaeval records, and while with luck and persistence you might end up using these, to be honest you will be lucky to find a line that goes back this far.
 
         
            [image: alt] In Britain, the golden age for the genealogist is the Victorian Age (1837–1901). Victoria’s reign started in the same year as the introduction of national birth, marriage and death registration in England and Wales, and ended with a key UK census. Seven census returns fall in the years of Victoria’s reign. This is the period where the most progress can be made.
            
 
            [image: alt] There are plenty of records subsequent to Queen Victoria’s reign, including the magnificent 1911 census, though many of these later records are subject to restrictions of access in order to protect people who may be living today. There are more likely to be costs accessing them. Nonetheless, progress can be made in tracing a family in the twentieth century.
            
 
            [image: alt] Prior to Queen Victoria’s reign the records are more challenging to search. They may perhaps be more rewarding also. In the British Isles lines can readily be traced in the eighteenth century, and with increasing difficulty through the seventeenth and even sixteenth centuries.
            
 
            [image: alt] In the late Middle Ages only noble families left enough records to be traced. In the early Middle Ages just about the only lines that can be traced are the royal lines and a handful of noble families. Further back no European family bridges the gap of the Dark Ages and therefore no one of European ancestry can today trace a family line back to the Classical World.
            

         
 
         You can reasonably expect to trace a family line through the twentieth and nineteenth centuries and into the eighteenth century, and with tenacity have a good chance of making more progress. If you have luck and put in the effort, there are lines that do indeed trace even as far as the end of the Middle Ages. The very newest approach is though the rise of DNA analysis, which offers some possibilities for ‘deep’ genealogy, genealogy going back thousands of years. Using DNA resources you may be able to identify an ancestor from hundreds or in theory even thousands of years ago.
 
         WHO IS THIS BOOK FOR?
         
 
         This How To guide is for anyone who wants to research a family. Using the resources here you can advance your family tree without travelling to national and regional record offices. Wherever you live and wherever your family lived, you can make progress with researching your family. The emphasis for this guide is on the British Isles and those English-speaking countries where ancestry goes back to Britain. There’s a lot in this book however that is relevant to any country in the world.
         
 
         This book does not assume any prior knowledge of how to trace your family tree. Notwithstanding, it does have material likely to be of interest even to experienced genealogists. The online tools are the new frontier of genealogy, and even the experienced genealogist should find something new described here. 
         
 
         WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT
         
 
         You will know more about your family by the time you have finished this guide than you do now. Just how much progress you make depends in part on luck – where your ancestors came from, how common or unusual their surname is, just what records have been preserved and made available through the internet – and how much time and energy you put into it. Families can be traced, though there are often blocks, where missing records provide challenges. Often there are ‘work-arounds’ where the problems of missing records can be minimised, so a block should usually be regarded as a temporary problem. Blocks and ‘work-arounds’ do however take time.
 
         HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE?
         
 
         You can make some progress in a very few hours. Or you can spend a lifetime researching a genealogy. Ten hours of work should be enough to yield some interesting results.
 
         
            ACTIVITY
            
 
            Getting started
            
 
            Here’s something for everyone – and it’s quick and easy.
 
            
               [image: alt] Go to: http://www.nationaltrustnames.org.uk
               
 
               [image: alt] Type in your surname, or a surname you are interested in.
               
 
               [image: alt] Select the year 1881.
               
 
               [image: alt] See the distribution of this surname in England, Wales and Scotland (unfortunately Ireland is not yet included). 
               
 
               The maps (see Figures 1 and 2) you retrieve need some interpretation:
 
               [image: alt] Is there one centre for the surname? This is the place of origin of the surname. There is a high degree of probability that all people who bear this surname are related.
               
 
               [image: alt] Are there two or three centres? Probably this indicates an early branching of the family, with several branches becoming established.
               
 
               [image: alt] Is the surname widely spread, found in most parts of Britain? This probably indicates polygenesis, where the surname has evolved separately many times and bearers of the surname are not therefore related.
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               Fig. 1. The surname Curthoys on National Trust Names, an example of a surname with a very strong localisation.
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               Fig. 2. The surname Everson on National Trust Names – an example of a surname with several distinct localisations.
 
               
            

         
 
         Examples of monogenesis (a single founder for the surname) include many surnames that we all recognise as unusual. For example, ‘Curnow’ appears only in the toe of Cornwall, the area around Penzance. Almost certainly there was just one Curnow who founded the line, and probably he lived as recently as the late eighteenth century. Similarly, ‘Curthoys’ appears in South Gloucestershire and North Somersetshire (around the city of Bristol), with an outlier in Wolverhampton. This name is slightly more common than Curnow, and the first ‘Curthoys’ is probably late seventeenth century.
         
 
         Names such as ‘Everson’, ‘Norton’, ‘Palmer’ and ‘Bates’ are likely to be monogenetic, but with a much earlier first ancestor. By the time of the 1881 census, these names are widely distributed, though not across the whole country.
 
         Many names are polygenetic, with many points of origin. My own surname ‘Davis’ is an example. It is often Welsh, but it can also be English, Scottish, Irish or Jewish. There was no single first Davis, but rather many. Similarly, such names as ‘Smith’, ‘Jones’, ‘Martin’, ‘Hall’, ‘Clift’ and many, many more have many different individuals who were first bearers.
         
 
         If the surname you are interested in is monogenetic, you have an idea of the place of origin of your ancestors. Even if it is polygenetic you may get an idea of where it is from. For example, ‘Martin’ is far more common in the West Country than elsewhere in the British Isles.
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            What the Internet Offers
 the Genealogist
            

         
 
         VALUE OF THE INTERNET
         
 
         In a nutshell the internet is the most exciting and most powerful single tool available to the genealogist.
 
         When records first came available through the internet many professionals were dismissive. They thought the internet was never going to compete with the traditional archives, and that the idea of tracing a family tree online would never be possible. How wrong they were! Today it is unthinkable to trace a family without using the internet, and every single area of family tree research is to some extent covered by the internet. Once the internet supplemented archives; now it is the other way round, with archives supplementing the internet sources.
 
         A key concept is that you should regard the internet as an enormous index, which directs you to resources. Often the records themselves are online; alternatively you may need to send off for them. Sometimes transcriptions of records are available online, which are as accurate as the person who entered the information. In such cases you really should check back to the originals.
 
         The sorts of materials that are available online are as follows:
 
          
         
            [image: alt] Very many family trees are available on the internet. It is  possible to link in to an existing tree and make fast progress in  this way.
            
 
            [image: alt] Very many researchers have posted their details, so that it is  possible to contact fellow researchers, who are likely to be your  distant relatives.
            
 
            [image: alt] The internet offers access to documents, either transcribed or  as pdf images of the original documents – or both.
            
 
            [image: alt] The internet offers access to indexes of documents. Access to  the documents themselves can then be organised.
            

         
 
         Of course the internet cannot offer everything. The biggest area  not covered by the internet is the importance of speaking with  relatives. Most family trees start with the memories and  recollections of relatives. All family trees benefit from some help  from traditional, non-internet sources somewhere along the line.  However, the internet has become the single most powerful tool  for research, and even a tool which can be used without reference  to relatives or archives.
 
         Provision of online materials is excellent for the UK. This book  concentrates on these UK records, though it does not ignore non-UK sources. Additionally, many of the concepts set out here are  applicable to researching families worldwide. In general, online  records for Europe and North America are good, as are those for  Australia and New Zealand. Elsewhere coverage is patchy, both in  terms of records that have been preserved and in terms of what is  available on the internet. Yet even in the case of countries with  poor provision of records usually something can be done. At the  very least the advent of genetic tools in genealogy research means that something can be discovered about the ancestry of every human being.
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               Fig. 3. A Google search result on an unusual name – Aquila Bates.

            

         
 
          
         
            ACTIVITY
            
 
            Have you Googled? 
            
 
            The most basic way of searching for your ancestors on the web is to use Google or another internet search engine. In the region of one-fifth of British people born in the nineteenth century or before are mentioned in an internet source which can be found simply through using Google. The key to finding them is the format of your search.
 
            For names which are not too common – something like ‘Henry Brooks Bates’ (or ‘Aquila Bates’, see Figure 3) – you can try the following:
 
            
               [image: alt] Simply enter the name in the Google search box.
               
 
               [image: alt] Better enter the name in speech marks so that Google searches for the exact phrase. A feature of Google is that you need only the opening speech marks, so ‘Henry Brooks Bates.
               
 
               [image: alt] Enter the name as surname first: ‘Bates Henry Brooks’.
               
 
               [image: alt] Try with a middle initial only: ‘Henry B Bates’ and ‘Bates Henry B’.
               
 
               [image: alt] Try without the middle name ‘Henry Bates’ and ‘Bates Henry’.
               
 
               [image: alt] For women, try both maiden and married surname.
               

            
 
            Further search terms can be entered in addition to the name in all these formats. If you are looking for a common name, then a further search term is likely to be essential. You can try a place associated with the ancestor. This might be a village, a town, a county. A search for ‘Daniel Clift’ is frustrating because it generates too many possibilities, but ‘Daniel Clift’ and ‘Bramley’ (a village in Hampshire) found together may well be useful. You can try an occupation. ‘Walter Harris’ is not useful, but ‘Walter Harris’ and ‘stone-mason’ looks more promising. With a married couple, you can try to trace the names of both together. It is also
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