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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student, and I not teach in Vancouver, Canada. I've taught IELTS prep, including reading for many years, to all levels of student. I'm also a former IELTS speaking examiner, so have an excellent understanding of this exam. Let me help you achieve your goals and get you where you need to be!

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You might also be interested in these resources. You can find them whenever you like to buy books: 


−  Real World English for Academic Situations Inside & Outside the Classroom

−  IELTS Academic Vocabulary Builder

−  Master IELTS Listening with High-Frequency Vocabulary Words
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​Top 10 Tips for the IELTS Reading Exam
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Here are the top 10 tips for the reading part of the IELTS:

#1: Understand the Question Types

Familiarize yourself with the different question types (e.g., multiple choice, matching headings, true/false/not given, sentence completion) and practice answering them. Each type requires a different approach.

#2: Skim and Scan

Quickly skim the passage to get a general idea of the content and structure. Use scanning techniques to find specific information related to the questions.

#3: Read Instructions Carefully

Always read the instructions for each question carefully. Pay attention to word limits and specific requirements to avoid mistakes.

#4: Highlight Keywords

Identify and underline key terms in the questions and passage. This helps in locating the relevant sections of the text quickly.

#5: Manage Your Time

Allocate specific amounts of time to each passage and set of questions. Avoid spending too much time on any single question to ensure you have time for all sections.

#6: Practice Paraphrasing

The reading passage often uses different wording from the questions. Practice paraphrasing to understand how ideas can be expressed differently.

#7: Be Wary of Distractors

Watch out for distractors in multiple-choice questions. They are designed to mislead you, so make sure the answer you choose is supported by the passage.

#8: Check for True/False/Not Given Statements

Be careful with “Not Given” statements. If the information is not explicitly stated or implied, then "Not Given" is the correct answer.

#9: Look for Synonyms and Antonyms

The passage may use synonyms or antonyms for the words used in the questions. Understanding these can help you find the correct answers.

#10. Practice Regularly

Regular practice with IELTS reading materials will improve your reading speed, comprehension, and familiarity with different question types. Take timed practice tests to simulate exam conditions.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​How to Use this Book
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This book has 11 readings, along with approximately 20-30 questions for each one. The types of questions are very similar in format to what you might find on an IELTS academic reading exam.

For the actual IELTS reading exam, you'll have 3 reading passages and 40 questions to do in about an hour, so you have to be fast. It's important to get through all 3 readings and answer the questions before the time is up. Spend 20 minutes for each reading/set of questions.

For this book, I recommend giving yourself about 20-25 minutes for each reading and set of questions (because there are more questions than on the actual exam). Lower level students could use 25 minutes, but higher-level students could challenge themselves with 20 or 22. Set a timer on your phone. Write down your answers and check them when the time is up. 

When you do the actual test, you'll be used to working quickly and efficiently and hopefully, you'll ace the reading portion of the IELTS academic exam. 
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​Reading #1
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(1) As urbanization accelerates, its impact on wildlife has become increasingly significant. Expanding cities destroy or fragment natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity. Many species are forced to adapt to urban environments or face extinction.

(2) Urbanization dramatically alters landscapes. Forests, wetlands, and grasslands, vital habitats for wildlife, are often cleared for roads, housing, and buildings. This reduces food, shelter, and breeding areas, leading to population declines. A United Nations study states nearly 1 million species are at risk of extinction, many due to urban expansion.

(3) However, some species, known as "urban adapters," thrive in cities. Pigeons, raccoons, and foxes have adapted to exploit urban resources like food waste and man-made structures. In contrast, "urban avoiders," such as large mammals and specialist species, struggle to survive.

(4) The increase in human-wildlife interaction also raises conservation concerns. Conservationists argue that protecting natural habitats, creating urban green spaces, and implementing wildlife corridors can reduce the negative effects of urbanization. These measures benefit both wildlife and city residents by enhancing biodiversity and providing recreational spaces.

(5) In conclusion, while urbanization challenges wildlife, it also offers opportunities for adaptation. By balancing urban development with environmental protection, cities can support both human and animal life.
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Multiple Choice 

1. What is one of the major effects of urbanization on wildlife?  

a. Increased food supply for wildlife  

b. Decreased biodiversity  

c. More natural predators  

d. Improved conservation strategies

2. What does the term "urban adapters" refer to in the passage?  

a. Species that avoid urban areas  

b. Animals that cannot adapt to city life  

c. Species that thrive in urban environments  

d. Animals that face extinction due to urbanization

3. The passage suggests that conservation efforts in cities could benefit both wildlife and humans by:  

a. Expanding infrastructure development  

b. Reducing urbanization  

c. Improving the quality of life through enhanced biodiversity  

d. Increasing food supplies for humans

4. Which of the following is mentioned as an example of an "urban adapter"?  

a. Foxes  

b. Elephants  

c. Large mammals  

d. Specialist species

5. What is a potential solution to help wildlife coexist with urbanization, according to the passage?  

a. Eliminating food waste in cities  

b. Reducing the number of predators 

c. Creating green spaces and wildlife corridor

d.Reintroducing natural predators into urban areas

Heading-Paragraph Match

Match each heading to the correct paragraph number: 

a. The Effects of Urbanization on Wildlife

b. Balancing Urban Development and Environmental Protection

c. Habitat Destruction and Species Decline

d. Conservation Efforts in Urban Areas

e. Urban Adapters vs. Urban Avoiders

True/False

Choose whether the statement is True, False, or Not given.

	Urbanization has no impact on wildlife.

	According to a United Nations study, nearly 1 million species are at risk of extinction due to urban expansion.  

	"Urban adapters" are species that struggle to survive in city environments.  

	The passage mentions that creating urban green spaces can benefit both wildlife and city residents.  

	The passage provides details on the specific ways urbanization affects the diet of wildlife.


Title 

Which of the following is the most appropriate title for the reading passage?

	The Benefits of Urban Expansion

	Challenges Faced by Urban Adapters

	The Impact of Urbanization on Wildlife  

	Strategies for Urban Green Spaces  

	Balancing Urban Development and Wildlife Conservation
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Sentence Completion 

Complete the sentences below using information from the passage. 

	As urbanization accelerates, it leads to the destruction or fragmentation of __________ (2 words), resulting in a decline in biodiversity.

	According to a United Nations study, nearly 1 million species are at risk of extinction due to __________ (2 words).  

	"Urban adapters," such as pigeons and raccoons, have adapted to exploit urban resources like __________ (2 words) and man-made structures.  

	To reduce the negative effects of urbanization, conservationists suggest creating urban green spaces and __________ (3 words).  

	Balancing urban development with environmental protection helps cities support __________ (2 words) and animal life.
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Sentence Beginnings and Endings

Match each sentence beginning (1-5) with the correct ending (A-E). 

Sentence Beginnings:

	As urbanization accelerates, it leads to the destruction or fragmentation of __________.

	According to a United Nations study, nearly 1 million species are at risk of extinction due to __________.  

	"Urban adapters," such as pigeons and raccoons, have adapted to exploit urban resources like __________.  

	To address conservation concerns, conservationists suggest __________. 

	Balancing urban development with environmental protection helps cities support __________.  


Sentence Endings:

a. urban expansion  

b. food waste and man-made structures  

c. both human and animal life  

d. natural habitats  

e. creating urban green spaces and implementing wildlife corridors  

Answers

Multiple Choice

1. b

2. c

3. c

4. a

5. c

Heading-Paragraph Match

	c

	a

	e

	d

	b


True/False

	F

	T 

	F  

	T  

	Not given


Title: 3

Sentence Completion 

	natural habitats

	urban expansion  

	food waste  

	implementing wildlife corridors  

	both human


Sentence Beginnings and Endings 

	d

	a 

	b  

	e  

	c


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Reading #2
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(1) In recent decades, the shift towards renewable energy sources has become significant due to climate change and fossil fuel depletion concerns. Renewable energy, derived from natural sources like sunlight, wind, and geothermal heat, offers a sustainable alternative to fossil fuels. This transition is crucial for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and mitigating global warming.

(2) Solar power is a major renewable energy source. Solar panels convert sunlight into electricity and have become more efficient and affordable over time. This technology decreases energy bills and reduces fossil fuel reliance. Solar systems can be installed on rooftops or in solar farms, offering flexibility.

(3) Wind power is another key renewable energy source. Wind turbines convert wind's kinetic energy into electricity. Wind farms, both onshore and offshore, are common in many countries, providing significant energy. However, wind power requires suitable wind conditions and has visual impacts on landscapes.

(4) Geothermal energy uses the Earth's internal heat to generate power. Geothermal plants use steam or hot water from underground reservoirs to drive turbines. It is effective in regions with high geothermal activity, such as Iceland and parts of the U.S. Unlike solar and wind power, geothermal energy is not weather-dependent, offering a stable energy supply.

(5) Challenges in transitioning to renewable energy include high initial costs and the need for substantial investment in infrastructure. Additionally, the intermittency of solar and wind power requires efficient energy storage solutions. Despite these challenges, renewable energy's long-term benefits, including environmental sustainability and energy security, are significant.

(6) In conclusion, renewable energy is crucial

















	














	The Benefits of Fossil Fuels in Modern Energy Systems

	The Growing Impact of Solar and Wind Power  

	The Role of Renewable Energy in Combating Climate Change  


	Challenges Facing the Global Oil Industry
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	Renewable energy sources are crucial for addressing concerns about __________.

	Solar power technology has become more __________, making it more accessible to consumers.  

	Wind power faces challenges such as __________, which can affect its efficiency.  

	Geothermal energy is effective in regions with __________, providing a stable energy supply.  

	Transitioning to renewable energy involves overcoming challenges like __________.  
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	The rise of renewable energy has led to the decline of fossil fuels and an increased reliance on non-renewable resources.

	Renewable energy sources, including solar, wind, and geothermal, offer sustainable alternatives to fossil fuels, each with its own benefits and challenges.

	Fossil fuels remain the primary energy source due to their affordability and efficiency compared to renewable energy options.

	Wind and solar power are the only viable renewable energy sources for combating climate change and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

	Geothermal energy provides a reliable power source but is limited by its geographic location





	Providing a stable energy supply  

	Requires suitable wind conditions  

	Visual impact on landscapes 

	Reduces reliance on fossil fuels  

	High initial costs and need for infrastructure  

	Effective in regions with high geothermal activity  

	Decreases energy bills  

	Flexible installation options (rooftops, solar farms)  




	What technology converts sunlight into electricity? (2 words only)

	What uses the Earth's internal heat, according to this article? (2 words only)

	What does wind power require for efficiency? (3 words only)

	Where does the steam or hot water come from for geothermal plants? (2 words only)

	Wind power converts what kind of energy into electricity? (1 word only)




	There are many challenges to renewable energy.

	Solar panels convert sunlight into electricity and are now more efficient.

	Wind turbines generate electricity from wind but need suitable conditions.

	Geothermal energy uses Earth's heat to generate power.

	The shift to renewable energy is crucial for many reasons.

	Renewable energy is essential for fighting climate change.
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	c

	b  

	a  

	b  

	a




	C

	D

	E 

	A  

	B
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	solar panels

	geothermal energy

	suitable wind conditions 

	underground reservoirs

	kinetic



	Paragraph 5

	Paragraph 2 

	Paragraph 3 

	Paragraph 4 

	Paragraph 1

	Paragraph 6 
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