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Sam pressed his face against the car window, watching as tall 
pine trees rushed by. The car bounced over a gravel road that 
seemed to stretch forever into the Georgia countryside.
"Are we almost there, Mom?" Sam asked, shifting in his seat.
"Just a few more minutes, honey," Mom replied with a smile 
in her voice. "Grandma and Grandpa's farm is just around 
the next bend."
Sam had been looking forward to this visit all year. Grandma 
and Grandpa Parker's farm was his favorite place in the 
whole world. There were chickens to feed, a tire swing 
hanging from the old oak tree, and Grandpa's tractor that 
sometimes Sam got to ride on if he was extra good.
As they rounded the bend, the farmhouse came into view. It 
was white with a wide porch that wrapped around the front, 
and rocking chairs sat waiting for someone to come enjoy the 
view. Grandma and Grandpa were already on the porch 
steps, waving with big smiles.
"There's my boy!" Grandpa called as the car came to a stop. 
Sam unbuckled his seatbelt faster than he ever had before 
and burst from the car.
"Grandpa! Grandma!" he shouted, running toward them.
Grandpa scooped him up in a big bear hug that smelled like 
peppermint and sunshine. "My goodness, you've grown taller 
since Christmas!"


After everyone said their hellos and all the luggage was 
brought inside, Grandma served her famous lemonade and 
cookies on the porch. Sam told his grandparents all about 
first grade and his new friend Jacob and the science project 
he did on butterflies.
"You sure are learning a lot," Grandpa said, tousling Sam's 
hair. "Speaking of learning things, I've got something special 
planned for you tonight."
"What is it?" Sam asked, his eyes wide with excitement.
"It's a surprise," Grandpa replied with a wink. "But I'll tell 
you this much – we're going to need these." He pulled a 
flashlight from his pocket and placed it on the table.
All afternoon, Sam wondered what the surprise could be. He 
helped Grandma water her flowers, collected eggs from the 
chicken coop with Mom, and even got to ride on Grandpa's 
tractor with Dad. But he couldn't stop thinking about what 
might happen after dark.
Finally, after a dinner of Grandma's famous fried chicken 
and biscuits, Grandpa announced, "It's time for our 
adventure, Sam. Grab your jacket – it gets chilly out there at 
night."
Grandpa led the whole family out past the barn to a grassy 
hill. He spread out a large quilt for everyone to sit on.
"Lie back and look up," Grandpa said, turning off his 
flashlight.


Sam gasped. Above him￼ 
stretched the most amazing sight 
he had ever seen. The night sky 
was filled with more stars than 
he could ever count, twinkling 
like diamonds on dark blue 
velvet.
"Wow," Sam whispered. "I've 
never seen so many stars before! 
We can't see them like this at 
home."
"That's because of all the city 
lights," Dad explained. "Out here 
in the country, away from those 
lights, we can see the sky the way 
God created it to be seen."
"God made all those stars?" Sam asked, his eyes still fixed on 
the magnificent display above.
"He sure did," Grandpa said, his voice gentle and full of 
wonder. "The Bible tells us in Genesis 1:1, 'In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth.'"
"All of it?" Sam asked. "The stars and the moon and 
everything?"
"Everything," Grandma confirmed. "The Bible says in Psalm 
33:6, 'By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and 
by the breath of His mouth all their host.'"
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"That means all those stars up there," Grandpa added, 
pointing upward.
Sam tried to imagine someone making all those stars just by 
speaking. It seemed impossible. "How did He do it?"
"God is all-powerful," Dad said. "He doesn't need tools or 
machines like we do. When God speaks, things happen. The 
Bible tells us in Psalm 148:5, 'He commanded and they were 
created.'"
"Like when you tell me to clean my room?" Sam asked, and 
everyone laughed.
"Kind of," Mom said, "except when God commands 
something, it happens perfectly the first time."
Sam thought about that for a moment. "I bet God never has 
to tell the stars to shine brighter or the moon to stay in 
place."
"That's right," Grandpa said. "In fact, the Bible says in Psalm 
119:89-90, 'Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. 
Your faithfulness continues throughout all generations; You 
established the earth, and it stands.'"
"What does 'established' mean?" Sam asked.
"It means God set everything up just right," Grandpa 
explained. "He put the earth at just the right distance from 
the sun – not too close or we'd burn up, not too far away or 
we'd freeze. He gave us air to breathe and water to drink. 
Everything we need, God provided."
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