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Born in County Durham, he joined the British Army’s Royal Military Police and wrote stories in his spare time before retiring with the rank of Warrant Officer Class 2 in 1980 and becoming a professional writer.

In the 1970s he added to H. P. Lovecraft’s Cthulhu Mythos cycle of stories, including several tales and a novel featuring the character Titus Crow. Several of his early books were published by Arkham House. Other stories pastiched Lovecraft’s Dream Cycle but featured Lumley’s original characters David Hero and Eldin the Wanderer. Lumley once explained the difference between his Cthulhu Mythos characters and Lovecraft’s: “My guys fight back. Also, they like to have a laugh along the way.”
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INTRODUCTION

It has taken me many years to find the last of the poems that have not been in any of the previous Ghoul Warnings publications. I have found, I believe, all but one. And that’s if that one even exists as Brian isn’t quite sure about it…after all it was fifty years or more…and you can’t remember everything. This poem would be Mad Dreamer (?)

In the Acrostics you will find: Fantasy Crossroads, Pesh-Tlen, The Skull of HPL and Maggot. In Odds and Ends you will find: A Dreamer.

Anyway, I have done my best to put this together in electronic form…which all of you know that means having to type the whole thing. But it will satisfy me to finally have the additional missing poems in this edition. This took many hours of my time not including all the work Crossroad Press had to do to get this into an E-format.

And please, I tried to avoid typos but that’s not always possible.

I hope you will enjoy this last effort.

Barbara Ann Lumley

Torquay, Devon, UK

2024


INTRODUCTION

It’s a weird, weird world. The least of my books is the rarest and the most sought after by collectors. The “least” not only because it’s a very slim volume but also because it’s a book of “poetry,” and I can’t claim to be a poet any more than I could claim to be a watchmaker—no way! I have difficult even winding my watch. And if I claimed to be a poet…well, I know it would be disputed, and rightly so, because it can so easily be proved that I don’t know a damn thing about poetry! No sir, I only know what sounds right to me.

On The Johnny Carson Show, Ray Charles talked about people seeing him in his recording studio, wondering how Ray, a blind man, could see all the coloured lights on the console and know what they were doing. “See, I don’t care what they’re doing!” Ray says “All I know is when it sounds right to me, then it’s right.” Or words to that effect. And I suppose where poetry is concerned, I’m much the same.

When the first edition of Ghoul Warning appeared from Jon Harvey’s amateur publishing-house Spectre Press in 1982, over 30 years ago at present date of 2024 for this edition, I could never have imagined the day would come when I would see copies selling for $250.00, or more. I think Jon gave me twenty copies of the hardbound edition, and
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