

  CHAPTER 1


  Gallo-Roman Period (52 BC–AD 486)


  The history of Paris began on an island in the Seine over two thousand years ago, and the first thousand years were marked by successive invasions by Romans, Huns, Franks, and Vikings.


  During the third century BC, a Celtic tribe called the Parisii lived in the region of present-day Belgium, which was then part of Gaul. The Senones, one of the oldest tribes then living in Gaul, established around today’s city of Sens in Burgundy, allowed the Parisii to settle in the northern part of their territory on an island in the Seine that would later be known as the Île de la Cité.* **As recounted by Julius Caesar in his Commentaries on the Gallic War, the Romans invaded Gaul in 58 BC and defeated the Gauls led by Vercingétorix at the Battle of Alésia in 52 BC. That same year the Parisii were defeated by General Titus Libenius near the present-day Champ de Mars. The Romans established the city they called Lutetia (Lutèce) on the Île de la Cité and the hill on the Left Bank, and remained there for more than five hundred years until their defeat by the Franks in AD 486.


  Under the Romans, the island was connected to the right and left banks of the river by wooden bridges known as the Grand Pont (Big Bridge) and Petit Pont (Little Bridge), respectively.


  On the island, the Romans built a temple on the site of present-day Notre Dame Cathedral, in front of which were baths and a port for the delivery of goods, as well as the Pillar of the Boatmen (Pilier des Nautes), which is the oldest monument in Paris (AD 14–37) and is on display at the Musée de Cluny–Musée National du Moyen Âge (Cluny Museum–National Museum of the Middle Ages, which opened in 1844); vestiges can be seen in the Crypte Archéologique below the Parvis Notre-Dame. The ruins in the crypt are 13 feet/4 meters below the surface of the parvis (square) today, which indicates how much higher the island has been built over the past two thousand years—among other reasons, to avoid the catastrophic floods that occurred regularly throughout the history of Paris.
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Figure 6. The Arena of Lutetia, 1813. PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN.


  The Romans built a new city on the Left Bank, since it was high and dry, whereas the Right Bank was a marsh (marais). They constructed a Forum at the top of what is now the Montagne Sainte-Geneviève (near where the Panthéon now stands), then known as Mount Lucotitius, and three large baths, including les Thermes du Nord (the largest, also called les Thermes de Julien), which are now part of the Musée de Cluny, the Thermes de l’Est located at the current Collège de France, and baths that were located in the Forum but no trace of which exists today. To supply the baths with water, in the first century AD the Romans built the Aqueduct of Arcueil, which transported water 16 miles/26 kilometers from Wissous (near Orly Airport). About the same time, they also built an amphitheater (Arènes de Lutèce) capable of holding seventeen thousand spectators (entrance at 49 Rue Monge, 5e). Given the capacity of the amphitheater, the population of Paris at the time of its construction may have been around thirty thousand.*


  On the marshy Right Bank, the Romans built a temple to Mars on top of what is now called Montmartre.


  Most visible today of the Roman constructions is the cardo maximus—the principal north-south road in the center of Roman cities: the Rue Saint-Jacques on the Left Bank (which in the Middle Ages became part of the pilgrims’ route to Saint Jacques de Compostelle, or Santiago de Compostela, in northwestern Spain), which continues north across the Petit Pont onto the Île de la Cité, then across the Grand Pont (now the Pont Notre-Dame) to the Rue Saint-Martin on the Right Bank, which led to the monastery Saint-Martin-in-the-Fields. (The Rue Saint-Denis was a second cardo on the Right Bank.) The principal east-west road on the Left Bank—the decumanus—was around today’s Rue Cujas, just below the Panthéon. The Forum was constructed at the intersection of the cardo and the decumanus. The principal east-west road on the Right Bank was along what is now the Rue (formerly Cours) Saint-Antoine, which led from the Grand Pont across the marshes to Melun.


  According to the Historia Francorum written in the sixth century by Grégoire, the bishop of Tours, the pope sent Denis to Lutetia in AD 250 to convert its inhabitants to Christianity. The future Saint Denis became the first bishop of Paris, but in 261, at age ninety, he was beheaded by the Romans on what is now Montmartre (Mountain of Martyrs). Legend has it that he walked from there to the site of the present-day Saint-Denis Basilica, 6 miles/10 kilometers north of Paris, holding his severed head in his hands, where he died.*


  When barbarians (Vandals, Alamans, Franks, Avars, and Huns) began to invade Gaul, the Romans built a wall between 308 and 360 around the Île de la Cité, where the Gallo-Romans took refuge when under attack. An outline of the Gallo-Roman wall can be seen at 6 Rue de la Colombe, which indicates how much wider the present-day Île de la Cité has become, largely due to the construction of the high embankment around the island, starting at the end of the sixteenth century and continuing into the nineteenth century.


  In 360, Lutetia was renamed Paris after the Parisii tribe who first inhabited the island in the Seine.


  In 451, after pillaging Metz and Reims in the eastern part of Gaul, Attila the Hun and his hordes threatened Paris. The future Sainte Geneviève (419–512), patron saint of Paris, persuaded Parisians not to abandon the city, promising that they would be delivered from the Hun. In the end, Attila bypassed Paris and headed further upriver to Orléans and Burgundy, where he was finally defeated by the Roman and Visigothic armies at the Battle of Châlons.


  In 464, the Merovingian king of the Franks, Childeric, besieged Paris, which was once again successfully defended by Geneviève.


  In 476, the Western Roman Empire fell when the Germanic chieftain Odacer deposed the last emperor, Romulus Augustus.


  In 486, Childeric’s son, Clovis, defeated the Roman armies and became ruler of Gaul north of the Loire River, ending Paris’s 538-year-long Gallo-Roman period.
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  As a result of Haussmann’s excavations in the second half of the nineteenth century and the digging of underground parking garages in the second half of the twentieth century, the following Roman ruins were discovered and can be visited today:




	Archaeological Crypt (beneath the Parvis Notre-Dame, inaugurated in 1980).


	Thermes de Cluny (at the Musée de Cluny, 6 Place Paul-Painlevé, 5e).


	Arènes de Lutèce (entrance at 49 Rue Monge, 5e).


	Outline of the Gallo-Roman wall built around the Île de la Cité in the fourth century AD (6 Rue de la Colombe).

  


  Moreover, key elements of the layout of Lutetia remain today:




	An important secular center is still at the western end of the Île de la Cité, where the Conciergerie and the Palais de Justice are located.


	The religious center is still at the eastern end of the Île de la Cité, where Notre-Dame is located.


	The site of the rectangular Forum, the center of the new Roman city, at the top of the hill on the Left Bank now known as the Montagne Sainte-Geneviève, was near the location of the Place du Panthéon, with its many important buildings.


	The Rue Saint-Jacques is still a major north-south cardo on the Left Bank, even if the cardo maximus is now Haussmann’s Boulevard Saint-Michel.

  

  
  Footnotes


  * In fact, Paris remained under the religious jurisdiction of the archbishop of Sens until the reign of Louis XIII.


  ** Some archaeologists think the Parisii lived near present-day Nanterre—7.5 miles/12 kilometers west of the Île de la Cité, behind La Défense—and never inhabited the island.


  * By comparison, the population of Lyon, the capital of Roman Gaul, was between fifty thousand and two hundred thousand. (After the fall of the Western Roman Empire, Lyon became the capital of the Kingdom of the Burgundians, an East Germanic tribe.) Around the same time, the population of Rome is estimated to have peaked at around one million people—a number no other city in Europe would reach until London did so in 1800.


  * Constantine stopped Roman persecution of Christians in AD 313.






  CHAPTER 2


  Early Middle Ages (Fifth–Tenth Century)


  The early Middle Ages (formerly known as the Dark Ages) began with the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476.


  THE FRANKS (476–987)


  The Franks were a confederation of Germanic tribes who occupied the Lower and Middle Rhine in the third century. The Frankish tribes were united under the Merovingians, descendants of the Salian Franks, one of the principal Frankish tribes, who conquered most of Gaul in the sixth century. The Merovingians were succeeded in the eighth century by the Carolingians, whose empire evolved into the states of France and the Holy Roman Empire.


  The Merovingians (476–751)


  The Merovingian dynasty, known as “the long-haired kings,” are considered to be the “first race” of the kings of France.


  The name Merovingian derives from Merovech, who was the father of Childeric I, who ruled a tribe of Salian Franks between 457 and 481 from his capital at Tournai, in what is now southwestern Belgium.


  Childeric was succeeded by his son Clovis I (circa 466–511). Clovis was the first king of the Franks to unite all of the Frankish tribes under one ruler in 486, establishing a hereditary monarchy. Clovis went on to defeat the Gallo-Romans in 486. In 496, Clovis defeated the Alemanni, another confederation of Germanic tribes, at the Battle of Tolbiac and Alsace became part of the Frankish kingdom known as Francia.


  In 496, Clovis converted to Christianity—according to Grégoire de Tours, to fulfill his vow to convert to his wife Clotilde’s religion if he won the Battle of Tolbiac. His kingdom was the first since the fall of the Western Roman Empire to declare allegiance to the pope, marking the beginning of the close relationship between France and the Roman Catholic Church, which earned France the sobriquet “la fille ainée de l’église” (“the eldest daughter of the Church”).


  In 506, Clovis founded the Abbaye Sainte-Geneviève on what is now called the Montagne Sainte-Geneviève on the Left Bank. The Tour Clovis, which was the clock tower of the abbey, was part of a church built in the eleventh century; it is now within the walls of the Lycée Henri IV, behind the Panthéon, but the top of the tower can be seen from the street. The original base of the tower is Romanesque; the two upper floors were rebuilt during the fifteenth century in the Gothic style.


  In 508, Clovis established his capital in Paris, where he resided in the Palais de la Cité. He died in 511 and was interred at the church of the Abbey of Saint Genevieve; his remains were moved to the Saint Denis Basilica in the eighteenth century.* Geneviève died the following year, at eighty-nine years of age.


  Clovis is considered to be the founder of the Merovingian dynasty that ruled the Franks for the next two centuries, and “the first king of what would become France.” When Clovis died, his kingdom was divided between his four sons: Theuderic, Chlodomer, Childebert, and Clotaire, creating four kingdoms ruled from Reims, Orléans, Paris, and Soissons, respectively, and resulting in power struggles that continued intermittently until the end of the Merovingian dynasty in 751.


  Building Works


  In 502, Clovis and his queen Clotilde founded an abbey dedicated to the apostles Peter and Paul on the former site of the Roman Forum at the top of today’s Montagne Sainte-Geneviève. The abbey was later renamed the Abbaye Sainte-Geneviève in honor of the patron saint of Paris. In 508, Clovis constructed the abbey church.


  Between 511 and 558, Childebert (496/511–558) built Saint Stephen’s Cathedral (la Cathédrale Saint-Étienne), the largest church in Frankish Gaul, just in front of the present location of Notre Dame Cathedral. Today, the outline of Saint Stephen’s Cathedral, its nave and side aisles, is traced in small granite paving stones embedded in the square in front of Notre-Dame.


  In 542, Childebert and his wife Ultrogothe founded the Church of Saint-Germain-l’Auxerrois, named after the fifth-century bishop of Auxerre, as opposed to the bishop of Paris at the time.


  Between 543 and 558, Childebert also built Saint Vincent’s Church in the fields outside Paris, which was consecrated by Germain, the bishop of Paris (later Saint Germain), and served as the necropolis for Childebert and later Merovingian kings. A monastery was constructed nearby and its abbots were given administrative control over the surrounding area. Until the late seventeenth century, the abbey owned most of the land on the Left Bank west of today’s Boulevard Saint-Michel.


  In 651, Saint Landry, the bishop of Paris, founded the first hospital in Paris—the Hôtel-Dieu (House of God)—next to Saint Stephen’s Cathedral. The latest version of the hospital, built in the nineteenth century, stands near the original site today.


  The Carolingians (751–987)


  The Carolingian dynasty ruled Western Europe between 751 and 887, and France until 987. The name is derived from the large number of kings named Charles (Carolus, in Latin), most notably Charlemagne (Charles the Great).


  The forebears of the Carolingian dynasty came to power as hereditary mayors of the palace of Austrasia, one of three kingdoms in Francia (along with Neustria and Burgundy) created at the end of the sixth century. The most famous of the mayors was Charles Martel (Charles the Hammer, circa 688/715–741), who defeated the Saracens (Arab Muslims) at the Battle of Tours in 732. His son Pépin le Bref (Pepin the Short, circa 714/751–768) was the first of the Carolingians to become king.


  Under Pépin’s son Charlemagne (742/768–814), the Frank kingdom became first the Frank Empire and then the Holy Roman Empire in 800. Charlemagne was called the “Father of Europe” because he united most of Western Europe for the first time since the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476. Charlemagne made Aix-la-Chapelle (Aachen, now in Germany) his capital, however, and Paris was relegated to being the capital of the western Frank kingdom of Francia, ruled by the count of Paris (Comte de Paris). As a result, Francians increasingly looked to the local governors, rather than to Charlemagne’s successors, for leadership.


  There is an imposing equestrian statue of Charlemagne in the square in front of Notre-Dame, but Charlemagne only made one trip to Paris in 775, to dedicate the Saint-Denis church.


  THE VIKINGS
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Figure 7. Nineteenth-century drawing of the Viking Siege of Paris in 885.


  The Vikings sailed up the Seine and attacked Paris four times over forty years during the ninth century: in 845, 856, 861, and 885.* The first three times Parisians abandoned the riverbanks and retreated to the island and the Vikings laid waste to the city and its surrounding monasteries. Finally, the Parisians repaired the old Roman Wall around the island, and Charles the Bald (Charles le Chauve), grandson of Charlemagne and the king of West Francia (840–877) and later Holy Roman emperor (875–877), demolished the first Grand Pont leading north to the Rue Saint-Martin, built a new bridge to the Right Bank near today’s Pont au Change, and erected two forts, the Grand Châtelet and the Petit Châtelet, to protect the new bridge and the Petit Pont, the only two bridges leading to the Île de la Cité. When King Sigfried sailed up the Seine in November 885 with forty thousand Danes in seven hundred longships,* he met resistance for the first time and put Paris under siege. Paris was defended by Eudes (Odo), the count of Paris. After twelve months, Eudes paid the Vikings a ransom to go around Paris, upriver to the Duchy of Burgundy.



  NORMANDY


  In 911, the Vikings were bought off definitively when King Charles III of West Francia (879/898–922/929) signed the Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte with Rollo the Ganger (the “walker” because Rollo was so huge no horse could carry him), leader of the Vikings, who were also known as “Norsemen” or “Northmen.” The treaty permitted the Northmen to settle in Neustria, which became the Duchy of Normandy, in return for their protection of Charles’s kingdom from any new invasion by other Vikings.


  Normandy occupies the area around the mouth of the Seine, which the Vikings had sailed up to raid Paris. Rouen, the capital of the Duchy of Normandy, is on the Seine.


  In 1066, thirty-eight-year-old William (Guillaume) “the Bastard,” duke of Normandy, defeated Harold II at the Battle of Hastings and was crowned king of England. Harold was the last Anglo-Saxon king of England.


  In 1087, William, now “the Conqueror,” died at Mantes (30 miles/50 kilometers west of Paris) when attacking France—which was the start of more than seven hundred years of hostilities between England and France that only ended with the cooperation between the two countries known as the “entente cordiale” in 1904.


  The Duchy of Normandy remained part of the Anglo-Norman realm until 1204, when Philippe II Auguste of France conquered Normandy, which became part of the royal domain.




  CONCLUSION


  So after more than five hundred years of Roman rule, followed by almost exactly five hundred years of Frankish rule, Paris had come full circle and was once again confined to the original 25 acres/10 hectares of the Île de la Cité. The population had fallen from a peak of perhaps eighty thousand during the Gallo-Roman era to around twenty thousand at the end of the millennium, after the barbarian and Viking invasions. Today nothing remains of Paris’s first thousand years except the Roman ruins and the religious institutions founded by the first Merovingian kings.


  Footnotes

  
  * A “cathedral” is the principal church of a diocese, while “basilica” is the name given by the pope to certain churches as a special distinction.


  * The Vikings raided monasteries, ports, and cities along the coast and far up the rivers of France throughout the ninth century.


  * Numbers no doubt exaggerated by the French chronicler Saint Abbo in his account of “The Siege of Paris by the Danes” (circa 1000).

  




  CHAPTER 3


  The Capetians (987–1328)
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Figure 8. Map of medieval Paris surrounded by the Philippe-Auguste Wall (1912).


  In 987, Hugues/Hugh Capet (941/987–996), count of Paris, was elected king of West Francia. As he was the first French—not Frankish—king, many historians consider his election to mark the birth of modern France. The royal domain itself consisted of the Île de France and the Orléanais (the area around the city of Orléans in the Loire Valley); the apanages (lands given to the sons of past kings that reverted to the throne if the incumbent died without issue); and large provincial fiefdoms such as Guyenne and Flanders, which, while formally part of the kingdom, were effectively independent. The king was politically the suzerain, or feudal overlord, to all the nobles in the kingdom, but in reality had little power over vassals who had inherited their estates.



  Hugues and his direct descendants (the Capetians) reigned from 987 until 1328, which included the sixty-year period from 1156 to 1214 when King Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine and their sons created and ruled the Angevin Empire that covered half of what is now France. It was the Capetians who shaped Paris.


  The three kings who most marked Paris during the Capetian dynasty, with a total of 116 years on the throne between them, were:




	Philippe II Auguste/Philip II Augustus (1165/1180–1223—forty-three years).


	Louis IX/Saint Louis (1214/1226–1270—forty-four years).


	Philippe IV le Bel/Philip IV the Fair (1268/1285–1314—twenty-nine years).




  By 1300, the population of Paris was 228,000, versus forty thousand in London. The population of France was twenty-two million, versus two million in England. Paris was the largest city, in the largest country, in Europe.


  From the thirteenth century, Paris was governed by a city council led by the provost of the merchants (prévôt des marchands). Members of the council were elected by merchants who were members of a guild (corporation). By the thirteenth century, there were more than one hundred guilds in Paris; by the fourteenth century, there were 350 guilds and the wealthy bourgeoisie who made up their membership had increasing influence on both the governance and the urban development of Paris.


  The provost of the merchants had his office in the Grand Châtelet and was responsible for maintaining law and order in Paris and its surrounding prévôté (county). The first provost was Étienne Boileau. The most famous provost was Étienne Marcel, who served as provost of the merchants from 1354 until his assassination in 1358, following his attempt to seize power from the Dauphin, the future Charles V. An equestrian statue of Étienne Marcel stands on the south side of the Hôtel de Ville and a street on the border between the 1st and 2nd arrondissements is named after him. The last provost was shot after the storming of the Bastille on July 14, 1789; the first mayor of Paris was elected the following day.


  Beginning around 1000, Parisians once again moved off the island, and this time they occupied the flat Right Bank, which had drained, as well as the steep Left Bank. Around 1200, the city was surrounded by a defensive wall and it developed the structure that continues in large part to this day: Secular power remained on the island, known as the Cité. Commerce took over the Right Bank, across from the Île de la Cité, known as the Ville. The new university moved to the Left Bank, known as the Université. And everywhere, there was the Church.


THE PHILIPPE-AUGUSTE WALL—VILLE CLOSE
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Figure 9. The Louvre Fortress of Philippe-Auguste, before 1362. RECONSTITUTION BY T.J. H. HOFFBAUER.


  To protect Paris from the Norman and English threat when he was in the Holy Land fighting in the Third Crusade, between 1190 and 1215 Philippe-Auguste built a wall around the 620 acres/250 hectares of the city,* creating a ville close (walled city) that provided the security which permitted the number of Parisians to increase, also increasing the population density of the city.** He surrounded the wall—the enceinte Philippe-Auguste—with a moat on the Right Bank that was filled with water from the Seine. He constructed the Louvre Fortress on the Right Bank of the Seine just outside the wall and across the moat, to protect the western gate to the city.


  The wall was 3.2 miles/5.2 kilometers long (about the same length on each bank), with 25 gates and 71 towers spaced every 200–260 feet/60–80 meters. It was 8 feet/2.7 meters thick at its base, and 20–26 feet/6–8 meters high. Chains supported by pontoons blocked entry to the city from the river at night. The western chain stretched between the Tour de Nesle on the Left Bank and the Louvre. The eastern chain stretched from the Tour Barbeau on the Quai des Célestins on the Right Bank across an island in the Seine to the Tour de la Tournelle on the Quai de la Tournelle on the Left Bank. A ditch was dug across the island to accommodate the chain, creating two islands: the Île aux Vaches (Cow Island) and the Île Notre-Dame. None of the towers exists today. A Histoire de Paris plaque marks the location of the Tour Barbeau between 30 and 32 Quai des Célestins, 4e.


  The wall on the Right Bank was built first, because of its greater strategic importance, between 1190 (at the beginning of the Third Crusade) and 1209. Along the Rue des Jardins Saint-Paul, 4e, is the most impressive remnant of the wall—260 feet/80 meters long—which was uncovered in 1946 and restored in 1998. The Tour de Jean-sans-Peur (John the Fearless Tower, 20 Rue Étienne Marcel, 2e) was built against the inside of the wall in 1408. There is a narrow house at 148 Rue Saint-Honoré, 1er, that was built where the wall used to be. In the Archaeological Crypt of the Louvre Museum are the foundations of the enormous circular keep (donjon) at the center of the medieval Louvre Fortress.


  The wall on the Left Bank was built between 1200 and 1215, starting on the west end at the Tour de Nesle, which stood on the site of the present-day Institut de France, and continuing parallel to what is now the Rue Mazarine (formerly Rue des Fossés [ditches, or moat] de Nesle). Stones from the Roman amphitheater were probably used to build the Philippe-Auguste Wall. The Porte de Buci, which opened onto the Rue Saint-André-des-Arts, was the principal gate to the west, leading to the Abbey of Saint-Germain-des-Prés along what is now the Rue de Buci. A remnant of a tower is visible at 4 Passage de Commerce Saint-André, between the Rue Saint-André-des-Arts and the Boulevard Saint-Germain in the 6th arrondissement, behind the picture window of a restaurant. From there the trace of the wall follows the Rue de l’École de Médecine, Rue Monsieur-le-Prince (former Rue des Fossés Monsieur-le-Prince), and Rue Soufflot. The Porte Saint-Jacques (at 172 Rue Saint-Jacques, 5e) was the most important gate in the south of Paris, located near the top of the Montagne Sainte-Geneviève. The trace of the wall continues east along the Rue des Fossés Saint-Jacques, Rue Clovis (where there is a vestige of a rampart), and Rue du Cardinal Lemoine (former Rue des Fossés Saint-Victor). The most important gate on the east end of the Left Bank was the Porte Saint-Victor (at 2 Rue des Écoles), so-called because the Abbaye Saint-Victor was just beyond the eastern gate to the city, in the area around the present-day Place Jussieu. The trace continues along the Rue des Fossés Saint-Bernard. At 7 bis Boulevard Saint-Germain is a narrow building that was built in the space once occupied by the wall.


  THE CHURCH


  The Church was the dominant institution throughout Europe in the Middle Ages, during which popes competed with monarchs for power. The two most important monastic orders during the Middle Ages—the Benedictines and the more austere Cistercians—both started in Burgundy and then spread across France and Europe.


  Following the destruction caused by the Vikings in the ninth century, during the eleventh and twelfth centuries there was a dramatic increase in the construction and reconstruction of monasteries, both in and especially around Paris, and the building of churches and chapels within the city’s expanding neighborhoods. In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, a large number of convents were established on the Right Bank in the Marais. The growth of the cult of the Virgin in Western Europe at this time resulted in the extraordinary number of churches in Paris and elsewhere dedicated to Notre Dame (Our Lady) in her honor.
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Figure 10. The Temple Enclosure in the fifteenth century, behind the Charles V Wall. RECONSTITUTION BY T. J. H. HOFFBAUER.


  Paris was literally surrounded by monasteries, including, among others (clockwise):


  On the Right Bank:




	Abbaye Montmartre (built by Louis VI le Gros/the Fat [1081/1108–1137] in 1134).


	Le Prieuré Saint-Martin-des-Champs (founded during the Merovingian era; destroyed by the Vikings; rebuilt in 1067 by Henri I [1008/1031–1060], and rebuilt again in the twelfth century, when it was surrounded by a wall with 17 towers).


	L’Enclos du Temple (built by the Knights Templar [les Templiers]* in 1152 on land donated by Louis VII).


	Le Prieuré Sainte-Catherine du Val des Écoliers, also known as the Couvent Sainte-Catherine (whose church was consecrated in 1228 in memory of the Battle of Bouvines in 1214; the site of the monastery is now the Place du Marché Sainte-Catherine, 4e).


	Couvent des Grands Augustins (established in 1259 outside the Porte Saint-Eustache).

  


  On the Left Bank:




	Abbaye Saint-Victor (founded in 1114).**


	Abbaye Sainte-Geneviève (founded 506, rebuilt in 1147; the Tour de Clovis still stands inside the walls of the Lycée Henri IV).


	Abbaye Saint-Germain-des-Prés (founded in 558, rebuilt and reconsecrated in 1163; the biggest monastery of all).

  


  Inside the new city walls, under the reign of Louis IX (Saint Louis), were founded:




	Couvent des Cordeliers (built in 1234–1571 on a former vineyard; specialized in medical studies, it became the site of the Faculté de Médecine [Medical School]; the refectory is all that remains today, at 15 Rue de l’École de Médecine, 6e).


	Couvent des Mathurins (1219; a remnant of a vault can be seen at 7 Rue de Cluny, 6e, across the street from the Hôtel de Cluny).

  


  Outside the eastern end of the Philippe-Auguste Wall near the river on the Right Bank, Louis IX established the Couvent des Carmes in 1254. After the Couvent des Carmes moved near the Place Maubert on the Left Bank in 1319, the Couvent des Célestins occupied its former premises in 1352. Its grounds were bordered by the Rue du Petit-Musc to the west, Rue de l’Arsenal to the east, Rue de la Cerisaie to the north, and the Quai des Célestins and Rue de Sully to the south. The monastery was just inside the Charles V Wall, whose construction was completed in 1383.


  In 1293, the Grands Augustins took possession of the Couvent des Frères Sachets on the Left Bank of the Seine, in the faubourg Saint-Germain-des-Prés. Between 1368 and 1453, their monastery was constructed alongside the river. The Mint (Hôtel des Monnaies) was built at the western end of its grounds in the eighteenth century.


  Ever since the founding of the Hôtel-Dieu next to Notre-Dame in the seventh century, hospitals were closely associated with churches and monasteries since the sick and the poor were looked after by monks and nuns whose orders were sometimes known as hospitaliers (hospitallers).


  Around 1260, the Hospice des Quinze Vingts* was founded by Louis IX (the future Saint Louis) on the Rue Saint-Honoré near the Louvre, outside the Philippe-Auguste Wall. Its three hundred beds (15 x 20) were intended for the blind. The hospital moved to its current location at 28 Rue de Charenton, 12e, in 1779.


  Most monasteries were surrounded by fields that were cultivated by the monks and nuns who sold their produce to Parisians. Over the centuries the abbeys and convents ended up selling their fields for development of the expanding city. The monasteries, both inside and outside the city, disappeared altogether at the time of the Revolution.


  LA CITÉ/THE CITY (THE ISLAND)


  In 1163, Bishop Maurice de Sully began construction of the Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris on the site of the old Cathédrale Saint-Étienne built by the Merovingian king Childebert I; it was completed 182 years later, in 1345. The cathedral was the second church to be built in the new Gothic style that was to define the Middle Ages, after the Basilique Saint-Denis, which was built by Abbot Suger between 1132 and 1144.* Notre-Dame is 416 feet/127 meters long, 130 feet/40 meters wide, and 108 feet/33 meters high—nearly twice the size of the cathedral it replaced. The tympanum above the Portail Sainte-Anne (the portal on the right side of the western façade of the cathedral; Saint Anne was the mother of Mary)—which was the first portal installed, around 1200—came from the Saint-Étienne Cathedral, which explains why its sculpture is more archaic than the sculpture above the two other portals and why the tympanum does not completely fill the peaked space above the lintel. During the Middle Ages, all of the statues on the west façade were painted, but this custom disappeared with time. Before its roof was destroyed by fire on April 15, 2019, Notre-Dame was the most visited monument in Paris—and the world—with a record 13.6 million visitors in 2015.
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  Around 1190, Philippe II Auguste established his court at the Palais de la Cité at the western end of the island. His Capetian predecessors had started to transform the old Gallo-Roman fortress located there into a palace. At the beginning of the twelfth century, Louis VI built a massive new donjon known as the Grosse Tour, which existed until it was demolished in 1776 after a fire. Between 1243 and 1248, Louis IX (Saint Louis) built the Sainte-Chapelle, a royal chapel, in the Rayonnant style of Gothic architecture to house relics. In 1250, Louis also built the crenellated tower overlooking the Seine, which at one time was called the Tour Saint-Louis but was nicknamed the Tour Bonbec in the sixteenth century when it was used as a torture chamber. (To have a “bon bec”—“bec” meant “mouth” in Old French—meant to confess after torture.) The tower was restored in 1868, when a new floor was added.


  Between 1301 and 1314, Philippe IV le Bel/Philip IV the Fair (1268/1285–1314) started to rebuild the Palais de la Cité of Philippe-Auguste in order to group together all the administrative functions of the kingdom. The Conciergerie with its impressive Salle des gens d’armes (Hall of the Soldiers)—the largest surviving medieval hall in Europe—and twin towers (the Tour César to the east and the Tour d’Argent to the west) that we see today date from this period. Philippe IV also built the Grande Salle (Great Room) above the Salle des gens d’armes; it was the largest hall in Europe at the time, but burned down in 1618. The square Tour de l’Horloge (Clock Tower) was built by Jean II le Bon/John II the Good between 1350 and 1353; the clock was installed by Charles V in 1371.


  [image: Figure 12. The Palais de la Cité in the fourteenth century, looking northeast toward the Right Bank. Note the four towers along the river Seine, which are still there. The lower Tour Saint-Louis (later renamed the Tour Bonbec) is on the left; the twin towers are in the middle; the top of the Clock Tower is on the right behind the Grande Salle. RECONSTITUTION BY T. J. H. HOFFBAUER.]
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  In 1312, Philippe IV began the construction of the Quai des Grands Augustins, next to the monastery on the Left Bank, which was the first quai in Paris.


  In 1314, Philippe IV accused the wives of two of his three sons and two French knights of engaging in adultery in the Tour de Nesle, the old guard tower at the western end of the Philippe-Auguste Wall on the Left Bank of the Seine (where the Institut de France stands today). The women were found guilty of adultery and imprisoned; after being tortured, the men confessed to adultery and were therefore found guilty of the crime of lèse majesté (meaning “to do wrong to majesty,” or an offense against the crown), which brought with it a particularly grisly death. The scandal became known as the “Affaire de la Tour de Nesle.”


 [image: Figure 13. The view from the Right Bank in the fourteenth century with, from left to right, the Tour de Nesle at the end of the Philippe-Auguste Wall (the site is now occupied by the Institut de France), the Pré aux Clercs, and the Abbey of Saint-Germain-des-Prés with the three steeples of its church. RECONSTITUTION BY T. J. H. HOFFBAUER.]
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  Philippe IV is perhaps best known, however, for pressuring the French Pope Clément V (1264/1305–1314) to move the papal court to Avignon, creating the Avignon Papacy (1309–1377), and then to have the Inquisition try the wealthy Templars and convict them of heresy. He personally ordered their Grand Master Jacques de Molay to be burned at the stake on the Île aux Juifs at the western tip of the Île de la Cité in 1314. Philippe had hoped to use the Templars’ wealth to finance his wars and construction projects, but Clément V transferred the Templars’ assets to their rival military order, the Knights Hospitallers.


  Jacques de Molay reportedly cursed the pope, Philippe IV, and Philippe’s descendants from his execution pyre. It is true that Clément V and Philippe both died within a year of Jacques de Molay’s execution. Philippe’s three sons then died in quick succession between 1314 and 1328, bringing an end to the Capetian dynasty.*


  [image: Figure 14. Paris from 1285 to 1314, during the reign of Philippe Le Bel. On the Right Bank, the city has expanded outside the Philippe-Auguste Wall. Outside the wall, the Priory of Saint-Martin-of-the-Fields and the Temple Enclosure are at the top left and right, respectively; the Abbeys of Saint-Germain-of-the-Fields and Saint-Victor are at the lower left and right, respectively. MAP BY ALBERT LENOIR & H. GIRAUD.]
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  LA VILLE/THE TOWN (THE RIGHT BANK)


  After the Viking raids in the ninth century, the Right Bank continued to dry out. The best site was the monceau (mound) Saint-Gervais, which was high enough to avoid flooding and had been inhabited since Merovingian times. On the left side of the Église Saint-Gervais-Saint-Protais at 4-14 Rue François-Miron between the Rue de Brosse and the Rue des Barres stand eleven adjacent houses originally built to be rented out (maisons à loyer) by la Fabrique Saint-Gervais (the council responsible for administering the financial affairs of the church of the same name) between 1733 and 1734.* The high steps leading from the street to the front of the long building suggest just how high the monceau was before it was “leveled” by Haussmann in the second half of the nineteenth century.


  During the Middle Ages, development of the Quartier Saint-Gervais extended east from around the monceau Saint-Gervais along the Rue François-Miron and the Rue Saint-Antoine (formerly the Roman road leading to Melun and on to Sens) to around the Rue Beautreillis, which is just south of the Place des Vosges today. Two churches marked the western and eastern boundaries of the quartier: the Église Saint-Gervais-Saint-Protais (sixth century; rebuilt starting in the fifteenth century; named after twin martyrs), and the Chapelle Saint-Paul-des-Champs (632–642; replaced by the Église Saint-Paul in 1125, which was demolished in 1796, although a section of its wall can be seen at the corner of the Rue Saint-Paul and the Rue Neuve Saint-Pierre), respectively. During the Middle Ages, the Carrefour de l’Orme, the small square around the elm tree in front of the Saint-Gervais-Saint-Protais Church, was the meeting place where debts were paid: “Attendez-moi sous l’orme” (“Wait for me under the elm”). In 1702, the Quartier Saint-Gervais was divided into the Quartier de Grève to the west and the Quartier Saint-Paul to the east.


  The Port de Grève developed from the twelfth century and was the principal port for Paris. It was next to the Place de Grève (renamed the Place de l’Hôtel de Ville in 1803), which was where the market was held and was the commercial center of medieval Paris. “Grève” meant a riverbank covered with gravel. “Faire grève” originally referred to the men who would congregate on the Place de Grève in search of work. The expression later evolved to mean to stop working to go on strike.


  [image: Figure 15. Bird’s-eye view of Quartier de l’Hôtel de Ville between 1765 and 1778. The new Hôtel de Ville in the center is overlooking the Place de Grève, which is next to the Port de Grève. Behind it is the Church of Saint-Gervais-Saint-Protais. The end of the Pont Notre-Dame leading to the Île de la Cité, with houses lining its sides, is at the bottom right. RECONSTITUTION BY T. J. H. HOFFBAUER.]
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  The Maison aux Piliers (1357) was the first city hall. It was replaced by the Hôtel de Ville, built between 1533 and 1628.


  In 1137, Louis VI moved the market from the Place de Grève to the new Marché des Champeaux, future site of Les Halles. Between 1181 and 1183, Philippe-Auguste enlarged and improved the market, constructing two long buildings known as “halle,” from the German word Halle meaning covered market. Three more halles were built in the thirteenth century.


  The market area was surrounded by neighborhoods inhabited by the artisans who worked there and belonged to guilds that built and supported local churches. For example, between 1509 and 1523 the butchers’ guild built the church Saint-Jacques-de-la-Boucherie. The church later fell into ruin and was demolished during the Revolution—all but the tower, that is, known by all as the Tour Saint-Jacques.


  L’UNIVERSITÉ/THE UNIVERSITY (THE LEFT BANK)


  Starting from the time of the philosopher and theologian Pierre Abélard (1079–1142, lover of Héloïse and father of the exotically named Astrolabe) in the early twelfth century, Paris became a great center of learning. The first schools were located next to Notre-Dame, but teachers and students soon moved to the Left Bank. By 1140, twelve schools had been built around the Abbaye Sainte-Geneviève.


  In 1204, Philippe-Auguste chartered the University of Paris. It was Europe’s second oldest university after Bologna. The University of Paris was an autonomous body under the control of the pope and subject to ecclesiastical law, recognizing the separate status of scholars (clerics, or clercs), with their own rights and privileges. This sometimes led to violent clashes between students and monks.


  Between 1245 and 1250, the Collège des Bernardins was constructed (it was remodeled in 1338) to educate future Cistercian monks
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