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From 1989 to 1993, the Parkside neighbourhood (located in East St. Louis, and Centreville), had a serial killer on the loose. Children were being murdered in horrifically gruesome ways, and the police were not making any headway in the murder cases. Locals were terrified, fearing that their child would be killed next. For years, the murderer roamed free – until one day, he was thankfully caught. His name was Lorenzo Fayne. 

At the time of the murders, the police department was incredibly overwhelmed with other murder cases. East St. Louis had an average of 57 murders a year – and during the five-year span when Lorenzo was active, the area had had more than 250 murders in the area. Their homicide rate was the highest in the country. 

The murders that Lorenzo Fayne committed, were scattered throughout the Parkside area – and they were being separately investigated by three different police departments. The police departments were not communicating effectively, and if they had, they would’ve realized that there were distinct similarities with some of the child murders that happened in the neighbourhood. The killings also took place in a specific radius. At the time, the East St. Louis city police department had such a low budget, that they couldn’t even afford radios for their squad cars. This further crippled their inter-department communication, making it harder for them to work cohesively on the many murders in the area. The breakdowns in communication, only helped the murderers get away with their crimes, and did little to help the cases get solved. Predators like Lorenzo Fayne were able to roam free, their actions going unchecked. 

For four excruciating years, the police refused to believe that they had a serial killer on their hands, and in most of the murder cases, they refused to bring in outside authorities. The East St. Louis police chief had openly spoke out in the media, about how he believed his department was fully capable of handling the huge workload, and that there was no need to call in reinforcements. But this sentiment was not shared by everyone in the police department. Each day, there were constantly new murders to investigate. 

On July 23rd, 1993, seventeen-year-old Faith Davis was murdered in her apartment. The police discovered that Faith had been bent over a coffee table with her knees on the floor, and her legs spread. The police determined that she had been raped. She had been stabbed multiple times in her chest, and back area. Faith’s murderer had then lit the apartment on fire, in an effort to hide what he had done. But witnesses had seen the killer that day, and they were able to identify him as twenty-two-year-old Lorenzo Fayne. 
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Lorenzo Fayne lived in the neighbourhood, and he had known Faith Davis. In fact, Lorenzo lived next door to the young murdered teen with his grandmother, Nelly Willis. The police had noted that there was a trail of blood leading from Faith Davis’s home, to Nelly Willis’ home next door. The police went to Lorenzo and Nelly’s home, and they interrogated him about Faith’s murder. They also searched the property, and studied his clothes to look for any evidence. The police found bloodstains, and so the police arrested Lorenzo, and he was brought to the police station for further questioning. 

During the interrogation, Lorenzo finally came clean. He told the police that he had gone over to Faith’s apartment, and that he’d robbed her. However, he refused to admit to murdering her. But his confession was enough to keep Lorenzo in custody, while they continued to investigate the crime scene. 

A few weeks after Faith’s murder, on August 4th, the police made a startling discovery. During their investigation, the police were able to make a fingerprint match from the Faith Davis crime scene, to another local case. On July 14, 1989, a six-year-old boy named Aree Hunt had been raped, and strangled. The young child had also lived near Nelly Willis’ home. The crime had occurred shortly after Lorenzo Fayne had been released from juvie, and had gone to live with her. 

On the day of his murder, Aree Hunt had been playing outside with his cousin, when they were approached by Lorenzo Fayne. He asked the boys if they wanted to make some money. Aree was interested in his offer, and he followed him to the Frank Holten State Park. Later that evening, when Aree never came home, his family started to get concerned. His cousin told his family about the man that had approached them earlier. The police got involved, and they started searching the area for the missing child. But it was too late. Aree was already dead. Lorenzo Fayne had beaten the boy, crushing his head against the concrete, and then proceeded to rape him. Aree’s body had been found in the park, thrown into a ditch. 

The Centreville police contacted the Illinois State Police violent crimes unit, because they wanted to catch Aree’s murderer. They believed that the boy’s killer must be familiar with the Parkside neighbourhood. One of the reasons for this, was because when the man had been initially talking to Aree, and his cousin, Lorenzo Fayne had mentioned Aree’s brother by name. This had likely explained why the young boy had naïvely trusted the stranger who had approached him, feeling a false sense of security that the man was a ‘trusted adult’. 

During the investigation, the police had found a bloody thumbprint on Aree’s thigh. In a desperate need to find the killer, the police had begun canvassing the neighbourhood – and they’d begun taking thumbprints from local men, in hopes of finding their killer. But it was too late. By that point, Lorenzo Fayne had already fled the area. He had returned to Milwaukee. For years, Aree Hunt’s murder remained unsolved – that is, until Faith Davis’s murder. 

Lorenzo Fayne was born on April 2nd, 1971, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He had multiple siblings. Lorenzo’s early childhood was difficult. The Fayne family lived in a poor section of town, which had a great deal of crime, and drugs. Lorenzo’s parents were extremely abusive, and they would often beat Lorenzo, and his siblings. His parents were both heavy drinkers, who frequently used drugs. Lorenzo’s mother had been a crack cocaine addict, and had severe alcoholism issues – and she had used these substances while pregnant with Lorenzo. 

His mother would beat Lorenzo and the other children, using broom handles, extension cords, and whatever else she could get her hands on. She would often hit Lorenzo in the head for minor infractions, believing that this was the correct way to punish a child. Lorenzo’s father struggled with mental health issues, and he was later diagnosed with schizophrenia. He had also been a heavy drinker, and at one point, he had choked out Lorenzo until the boy had blacked out. 

At one point, a childcare agency had spoken with Lorenzo’s mother, and explained that this was not the correct way to discipline her children. The woman had been surprised, as she hadn’t realized anything was wrong with her methods. But even though the agency knew that the children were being frequently beaten, there was very little intervention done to protect Lorenzo, or his siblings. Perhaps if someone had intervened on the children’s behalf, things might’ve ended differently. Had they managed to stop the cycle of abuse early on, Lorenzo could’ve gotten the help that he needed – and this could’ve prevented multiple child murders. 

Both of Lorenzo’s parents had both been in trouble with the law before. The abuse that Lorenzo had suffered during his early years, had caused him psychological trauma. Things only became worse for the young boy, when seven-year-old Lorenzo was raped by a boy in his neighbourhood, who was a few years older than him. When Lorenzo came forward to his family about what had happened to him, they chose not to call the police and report the sexual assault. Instead, Lorenzo was beaten for speaking out about what had happened to him. 

By the time he was a teenager, Lorenzo was struggling in school, and he was constantly skipping classes. It is believed that Lorenzo had suffered brain damage from his repeated physical assault. He didn’t spend a lot of time at home, and would often be out on the streets because his home wasn’t safe. He was failing his classes – and eventually, Lorenzo had decided to drop out. 

Between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, Lorenzo was arrested multiple times. He’d racked up a great deal of assault charges, as well as robbery, burglary, and auto theft charges. Lorenzo ended up in juvie for a few years due to his crimes. While behind bars, Lorenzo was targeted by the other teens, and he’d been physically and sexually assaulted. While he was behind bars, Lorenzo Fayne was given an
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