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  THE FORMULA

  
  




Breaking down AVATAR and HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE, you get the following formula. This is also true for the rest of the two billion dollar movies, including JURASSIC PARK. Which owned the record before TITANIC reared its ugly face.




Opposites Attract: Compare someone, someplace, or something with someone else, someplace else, or something else. It works with acts of some kind too.

AVATAR: Jim compares Pandora with Modern Earth, a lush forest and a concrete jungle lit by rain-swept neon.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: The Dursleys are normal and Dumbledore, Hagrid, the Professor, and the small child whose parents are dead are not.




Opening Decision Tied to Loss or Failure

AVATAR: Jake learns of his brother’s passing and decides to pick up where his brother left off.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Harry’s parents are dead, killed by the Dark Lord who will not be named. Dumbledore wants Harry to be raised by his aunt and uncle, the Dursleys.




Can I Get a Hint, Please?: A little hint about the end.

AVATAR: Jake possesses his avatar body, echoing his accepted-possession of his avatar’s body at the end of the movie.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Harry frees a snake, echoing Harry freeing Voldemort from the teacher he’s attached to.




Booking the Appointment: Forcing the hero to meet someone.

AVATAR: Jake losses his way and is left behind.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Harry receives letters allowing him entrance into Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.




The Meet Cute: The hero meets someone.

What brought em together?

AVATAR: Jake kills a forest dog.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: The Dursleys won’t allow Harry to go to Hogwarts.

What are they fighting about/over?

AVATAR: Neytiri doesn’t think Jake and the other colonists should be on Pandora.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Hagrid wants Harry to go to Hogwarts.

How is BLANK A better than BLANK B?

AVATAR: Jake is better than the other colonists because the goddess of Pandora has chosen him.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Harry gets his school things. The world of magic so much better than the world he’s used to.




Help Her Out: Someone other than the hero makes it possible for the hero to get or to do what they want.

AVATAR: An elder tells Neytiri to help Jake learn about their way of life.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: The Weasleys help Harry board the Hogwarts Express.




What Do You Want?

The Five Cinematic Wants:

To learn, to loathe, to locate, to loot, and to love or to lust

AVATAR: Jake learns about Pandora and in the process of learning about it falls in love.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Harry learns how to do magic.




The Road: Whom are you with or Whom are you leaving?

AVATAR: Neytiri and Jake have sex, Neytirin making a life debt with the American colony soldier. 

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Harry decides to spend Happy Christmas at Hogwarts and not with the Dursleys. 




Finder’s Keepers: They find someone, someplace, something, or they find out something about someone, someplace, something.

AVATAR: The colony finds out that they have nothing of value. A trade cannot happen.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Harry, Ron, and Hermione find out about the Philosopher’s Stone.




The Protector’s Dynamic: They try to stop someone from doing something.

AVATAR: Jake tries to stop the bringing down of Hometree.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Dumbledore sees Harry with the magic mirror, the final test of character. The victor will get the Philosopher’s Stone.




Who Sinned and How?: (See below, the Rejection and the Acceptance of God)

AVATAR: The colony brings down Hometree because they covet what isn’t theirs.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Harry is punished because he broke the rules and Voldemort covets what isn’t his.




We’re Done and What Now?: The want and the relationship are over. What are they going to do?

AVATAR: Neytiri knows about Jake knowing what would happen and Jake, thinking on his toes, sets Pandora against the colony.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: The three kids decide to find the Philosopher’s Stone because they want to keep it from the clutches of the Dark Lord, Voldemort.




The Final Countdown: A powerful theme at a powerful moment.

The Six Main Themes: Man v. Man, Man v. Self, Man v. Nature (an animal or the setting), Man v. Technology, Man v. The Government/the Corporation

AVATAR: It’s Man v. The Government, then it’s Man v. Man.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: It’s Man v. Man.




Whom Are You With?: Arcing a character isn’t as important as whom do they consider their friend, their family. Other things to consider are their faith and their job status.

AVATAR: As the colony is kicked off the planet of Pandora, Jake is allowed to stay and he’s allowed to possess his avatar’s body.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: It’s the end of the school year and Harry is headed home, the Dursleys at the train station, not knowing that their nephew can’t practice magic outside of school.
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  A CHARACTER ARC, SIMPLIFIED

  
  




Every story (you can quote me on that) that’s grossed billions of dollars at the box office grows their characters through two steps: the Rejection of God and the Acceptance of God.

AVATAR: Jake accepts God when he decides to go forth and multiply. He rejects God when he land-locks himself to Pandora.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE: Dumbledore doesn’t want Harry to be prideful. But in the end he’s all about himself, what he’s learned and what he’s capable of.














