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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Mark and Fiona Gilpin are authors, speakers and evangelists who equip Christians to freely enjoy evangelism. They founded Evangelism Reimagined, an evangelism training ministry, which transforms people’s experience of evangelism, making it accessible to all Christians.1

They are both passionate about enabling others to freely enjoy speaking about Jesus confidently and courageously. They create an environment where evangelism is fun and adventurous, without guilt, shame, or condemnation.

They empower Christians into a Spirit-led lifestyle, where God can invite them into an evangelistic moment at any time, any place, anywhere. Mark and Fiona have trained churches and Christians in evangelism for over twenty-five years.

Mark helps people discover a motivation for evangelism and how we have all been designed to be evangelistic. Fiona helps people find freedom from negative experiences of evangelism, overcome fear, and embrace the adventure that evangelism is meant to be.

They both love to bring the reality of the Kingdom of God to unbelievers wherever they are. They bring confidence to Spirit-led evangelism and a way of introducing people to Jesus that creates a desire for more.

Mark and Fiona created the Developing a Spirit-led Evangelistic Lifestyle (DASEL) training course, which helps churches and individuals to reimagine evangelism and develop an evangelistic culture and lifestyle.

They are also authors of the book God’s Dream: Our Greatest Privilege, which helps people overcome their hindrances to evangelism and takes them on a journey to discover the purpose God has for them in fulfilling his dream.




To all those seeking more of God




The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion –
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendour.

Isaiah 61:1-3




To be filled with God is a great thing,
to be filled with the fullness of God is still greater;
to be filled with all the fullness of God is greatest of all.

Adam Clarke
(Theologian & Biblical Scholar)
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FOREWORD

People are hungry for God, both in the church and in the wider world. Those who have tasted a little of God’s goodness often begin a journey into his fullness – to know and experience him more. The apostle Paul wrote to a group of believers in Colosse and told them to avoid trying to find meaning and life in human philosophy and tradition because:

“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.” (Col 2:9,10). Knowing more of God’s fullness is the inheritance of every Christian and the goal of our discipleship – it is both given and attained. How so?

That is the grand subject of Mark and Fiona’s excellent book. Let them take you on a journey to discover more of God’s fullness in Christ. This amazing couple have lived and breathed this journey together as disciples, parents and as evangelists, whose supreme joy is to share Jesus’ fullness, and teach others to do the same.

It is rare to find evangelists inspiring us in an area which is often the preserve of pastors and teachers – our growth into maturity in Christ. But this book is a prophetic call to combine love for God with love for the lost, a hunger for more of his fullness with a passion for those who don’t know him yet.

So often separated in our thinking and experience, in the life of Jesus they never were, as he loved the Father (and the Father loved him) and reached the fatherless, the marginalised and the disadvantaged. Reading their stories I was moved by their lives, fashioned as they are by joyful sharing, patience in affliction, and abundant fruit.

I have sat with them in the places where Jesus can be found, seen them move in love and miracles, and inspire others to do the same. I can only encourage you to go on the journey with them as you read this book and reflect on the beautiful saviour they know and love. Learn with them how to encounter God more deeply and discover more of his fullness among the lost, the poor and the needy.

You will be changed, and so will your world.

David Webster M.A.
Author of Your Royal Identity and the Edison Series of children’s
books.




PREFACE

I just want more, more of you, God.

To receive, not in part but the fullness of who you are.

(More, Red Rocks Worship)

The heart cry and prayer of many Christians today is that they want more of God. Maybe that is you. How many times have you asked God for more? How many times in sung worship have you poured out your heart and soul asking for more or prayed out loud the phrase “More Lord”? If that is the case, you are not alone.

When we encounter God, we become aware of his surpassing greatness, yet we are also aware of our limitations. How many stunning and profound stories have we read in the Bible and in church history about God’s works? Anything is possible with God, and he works through imperfect people, yet why is it that we do not always see the more of God we desire?

As Christians, we can look for more of God in many places. This may be through studying and applying the Bible, an encounter with God during sung worship, an impartation of a spiritual gift, a daily habit of prayer and intercession, getting baptised and taking communion, or by being faithful with what God has entrusted to us.

If you want more of God, then you are in good company. When Jesus was washing his disciples’ feet Peter initially objected, but Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” (Jn. 13:8). Peter’s response was “Then, Lord, not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” (Jn. 13:9).

For Peter, having his feet washed by Jesus was not enough, he wanted more. Peter was ‘all in’, he was wholehearted, and he wanted more of what Jesus had to give him.2 Yet despite his heart’s desire for more, Peter misunderstood what Jesus was saying and why Jesus wanted to wash his feet.

Jesus did not compliment him for his words but said “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean.” (Jn. 13:10). Peter misunderstood the importance of Jesus being a servant, not just to his disciples, but also to point to the greatest act of his servanthood – laying down his life for them and us.

We can also misunderstand what God requires of us to have more of him in our lives. Like Peter, Jesus may want to direct us in ways that we don’t expect to experience more of God. If that is the case, will we respond as Peter did and say “No, you shall never wash my feet.” (Jn. 13:8) or are we open to learning new lessons to receive more of God?

Through washing the disciples’ feet, Jesus was not just teaching Peter the importance of being a servant, he was also teaching Peter the importance of doing what he did. Jesus was setting Peter an example, that he wanted him to put into practice (Jn. 13:15). Was Jesus saying to Peter, if you want more of me then you need to be more like me?

We can often use the phrase ‘more of God’, but the New Testament writers didn’t use that terminology. The phrase that is closest to ‘more of God’ is the phrase ‘fullness of God’. For example, the fullness of God is seen in Jesus and it is in Christ that we are brought to fullness.


For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.

Colossians 2:9 & 10



Therefore, if we want to understand what the fullness of God looks like, we need to see what it looks like in Jesus' life. This is where the journey to more of God begins because Jesus is the only perfect and trustworthy example to us of what the fullness of God looks like in a person.

This is a crucial lesson for all of us. If we want more of God, then we need to put into practice what Jesus said and did. We need to live the same servant lifestyle that Jesus did. We need to discover what is important to Jesus and develop a lifestyle around his priorities. Our premise is that when we are faithful in doing this, we will experience the more of God.

The problem is that in our modern technological world, there is so much that demands our attention. There is so much clutter that can get in the way of following Jesus. Clutter can be defined as “to fill or cover with scattered or disordered things that impede movement or reduce effectiveness.”3

It could be entertainment, fitness, social media, shopping, or work that gets in the way of following Jesus. Equally, it could be that our internal world is full of clutter. For many, their mental wellbeing is under strain, which at times can sadly lead to unhealthy coping mechanisms.4

Our internal worlds are important to God because they include our thoughts, feelings, emotions, mindsets and belief systems. The more of God that we seek is linked to his power that is at work within us. It is when we are strengthened in our inner being and rooted in his love that we can be filled with all the fullness of God (Eph. 3:16-21).

Jesus came to set us free (Gal. 5:1). He came to set us free from sin, but also from the clutter that gets in the way of following him. This is Jesus’ purpose for your life. He wants to set you free from external and internal clutter, so you are free and able to develop a lifestyle like his.

This is the way we can get more of God. Yet if we are being honest, many of us would want a simpler method. Many Christians and churches search for the quick-fix route to getting more of God in their lives. However much we seek more of God, if we don’t follow the example that Jesus has given us, we are unlikely to obtain it.

Do you know a Christian who has become discouraged through an unfulfilled expectation they had of God or something that didn’t happen? Hunger for more of God can get replaced by disappointment, discouragement and even rejection of faith. They knew there was more, but it somehow eluded them. Maybe they were looking for Jesus in the wrong places.

Yet how is it that some Christians do find more of God? Is it that they have realised the significance of the simple invitation from Jesus to follow him and replicate his lifestyle? Is it that they have learned to go to all the places where he is? After all, Jesus said, “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.” (Jn. 12:26).

Can it be that more of God is within our grasp, but somehow, we have not found where Jesus is, and instead got caught up with our or other people’s agendas and plans? Will we serve Jesus where he is rather than where we prefer to be? Finding Jesus is not an art or mystery because the Bible tells us where to find him.

Jesus’s invitation to follow him is a daily practice and a lifelong endeavour. It is to join in with what he is already doing in Christians, churches, the unsaved and the marginalised. This is where we will find the more of God that we seek. The challenge is that Jesus wants us to go to all the places where he is and not pick and choose only the places we want to go to.
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ENDORSEMENTS

'We live in a world enslaved by the mantra of ‘BIGGER-BETTER-FASTER-MORE’. This is observed in the microcosm of our daily quest for Bigger cloud storage, Better phone reception, Faster parcel delivery and More likes-shares-followers etc.

This book addresses the most pressing ‘More’ of human experience, ‘How to encounter MORE of God?’. However, this is not some opaque treatise on the mysteries of Christian metaphysics. It is an intensely practical book that walks you through the obstacles preventing ‘More’, while gently confronting our self-prescribed solutions that often prolong the absence of encounter. Moving on, you are taken on a journey through the places where it is certain you will find ‘More’ of God.

Do not be misled by thinking ‘this is just another Christian self-help guide’. Rather, it is a rich and reasoned journey into the heart of God. Skilfully laid out by those whose lives bear witness of the ‘More’ available to us all. Mark and Fiona’s walk qualifies their talk and is what gives this work substance.

Mark Hendley
D.D. (h.c.)
Director of The Stones Cry Out

If you are looking to recalibrate your understanding of discipleship, if you are longing to know and truly experience more of God and who you are in Him, if you want to understand a fruitful life from Heaven’s perspective, this book is for you. It doesn’t just offer excellent information; it provides a roadmap for you to experience a transformation.

In the 7+ years I have known Mark & Fiona, they have consistently impressed me with their wanting more of God, their courage in obeying His words, and the working out of their faith in action. “It may be time for a reality check as to what is most important to us and whether we are following Jesus casually or wholeheartedly.” I have witnessed them live out the teaching in these pages, even in the most challenging of times.

I admire them for sharing such personal vulnerability in this powerful presentation of how “true discipleship is to spend time with Jesus so that we become like him and do what he does (Jn. 8:31-32)”.

Janice Pleasants
Leads the Eastgate Online School of Spiritual Life

This inspiring book combines excellent insights from Scripture with brilliant engagement of today's Western culture, on how to be filled with God's glory and pass it on to others. It's a must read for the thirsty!

Derrick Burns
Author, Speaker and Founder of Ministry School International

If you want a down to earth, practical, wisdom-filled book on how to "attain to the fullness of Christ", then this is the one for you.

Mark and Fiona have used their wealth of experience and examples of their own journeys in pursuing more of Jesus, which adds reality and grounding to the pages.

I have read and am applying the book to my own life and to the Chaplaincy work that I oversee.

Dave Smith
Leader, River of Life Church, Eastbourne
Co-ordinator, Langney Shopping Centre Chaplaincy Team




The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.

He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

The apostle Paul, speaking of Jesus Christ
(Colossians 1:15-20)





PART ONE

REMOVING CLUTTER


We make space, we make room. How we long to be close to You.

Oh come and take up residence. Jesus, Jesus, welcome in.

We’re clearing out the clutter. For the only One that matters.

We’re clearing out the clutter. You’re the only One we’re after.

We make space, we make space. Space, there’s space for You.

We Make Space, Melissa Helser




MAKING SPACE FOR JESUS

We must let go of the life we have planned, so as to accept the one that is waiting for us.

(Joseph Campbell, Writer)

Sort Your Life Out

The BBC television show Sort Your Life Out is very popular in the UK and was dubbed “perfect television” by a national newspaper.5 Within the show, a team helps families declutter their houses, which are often this way for lots of reasons, including holding onto items for emotional reasons. Families have to sift through their possessions so that at least half can be sold, recycled or donated to charity.

The way this is done is to completely empty their house and lay out all their possessions in a warehouse. They then have two days to sort through all their clutter whilst inevitably dealing with emotions that are linked to specific items. The items could be related to a past event or a family member who is unwell or has died.

Whilst this is happening, the team redecorates, alters, upcycles and cleans their home to improve the living areas and to make space for only the possessions they need. Once the home is finished and the items are organised within it, the family then returns and is united with their home, often with overflowing tears and thanks.

Three months later the family is visited to see how their lives have improved since the house makeover. In the majority of cases, now that the external and internal clutter has been removed, families have stronger relationships, are happier and can function well. Such is the impact of removing clutter we do not need!

“Why are you striving? God doesn’t want you to strive.”

It is 1994 and I (Mark) am in a church meeting experiencing the tangible presence of God in a way I have not done before. I am looking around at my friends encountering God – some are laughing and some are crying, yet it does not seem to bother any of them. I am surprised at what I see because I was not expecting this.

In previous years I read about Christian revivals throughout history and God had developed a hunger in me to experience more of him. As an evangelist, I have in this moment a fresh desire to see many more people become Christians. I start to think, is this the beginning of a revival, will this satisfy my hunger for Jesus?

One of the leaders in the church that I was visiting came over to me and asked if they could pray for me, which I accepted. In my mind, I was thinking I wanted a baptism of fire and power, so I could become more effective at sharing my faith with unbelievers. The church leader then said to me, “Why are you striving? God doesn’t want you to strive.”

I thought, what has that got to do with revival? Then I suddenly became aware of how much my Christian life was based on striving, that I was working out of my own strength rather than allowing God to work in and through me. I also realised that I was working hard to please God to gain his approval. I started to wonder if God loved and delighted in me just as I was.

Over the next few years, I had many profound love encounters with Father God as he rewired my thinking, my sense of self-worth and my identity. I was also not alone; thousands of Christians across the globe encountered Father God in similar ways. I began to understand what it meant to be a child of God.

Looking back, I realise that I had clutter in my life (like striving) that was stopping me from experiencing God in his fullness. I didn’t need to be perfect (phew!), but I did need to make some changes in my life if I wanted more of God. It mattered what I thought and believed about myself, others, and God. It also mattered whether I would make it a priority to pursue him and increasingly see things from his perspective.

Making space for God

IKEA, the multinational conglomerate, is known for its interior design being associated with simplicity. Its advertising campaigns over the years have included phrases like “Escape the clutter”, “Goodbye messy. Hello neat!”, and “Make Room For Your Life”. IKEA claims that clutter is among the most common causes of fights in the home.

The amazing truth is that God wants to make his home in us. The writer of Hebrews says, “For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything… But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory” (Heb. 3:4 & 6).

Part of the process of God making his home in us is to make room in our lives for what is most important to him. The same is true with other important relationships we make. If we start dating someone then we make space for them in our lives. If a new child or grandchild comes into the family, we make space to welcome and care for them.

A relationship is healthy if those within it seek to understand what is important to the other in it. If they don’t, then their relationship is unlikely to function well. Making space for those that we love shows how much they mean to us. Yet even in a healthy relationship, there can be times when clutter can get in the way.

When this occurs, the clutter can take up the space that would be naturally given to those we love, including God. Any clutter in our lives that gets in the way of us experiencing more of God’s fullness is something that he will want to clear out. To pursue God means that we need to make more space for him in our lives.

Why is that? It is because clutter gets in the way of God achieving all that he plans in and through us. Clutter can be defined as “a lot of things in an untidy state, especially things that are not useful or necessary” and “to run in disorder; move with bustle and confusion.”6 The more space God gets in our lives, the more profound his works through us can be.

In the last week of Jesus' life, he fulfilled a messianic prophecy by entering Jerusalem on a donkey (Zech. 9:9). When he arrives at the temple, what is the first thing he does? He makes a whip and drives out the money changers and those selling cattle, sheep and doves (Jn. 2:13-25). Tables are turned over and coins are scattered.

We know historically that Jesus' actions were in reaction to the Temple establishment being corrupt. The Jewish ruling aristocracy at the time was making significant profits from taxes and selling animals for sacrifice.7 Jesus' rebuke was, “To those who sold doves he said, ‘Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!’” (Jn. 2:16).

Was Jesus only concerned with the corruption of the temple? Jesus would have cared about how the Temple establishment cooperated with the aristocracy in the exploitation of the poor, but his rebuke focused on the function of his Father’s house, i.e. it should not be a market.

In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus' rebuke is “My house will be called a house of prayer, but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’” (Mt. 21:13). Here Jesus is combining two Old Testament verses from Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11, both of which would have been understood by his Jewish audience.

In the Jewish education system, children learn the Torah by heart.8 This committed-to-mind knowledge allows for a very specific way of rabbinic teaching. When Jesus (or any other rabbi) quotes a single verse from a passage, the audience understands the rabbi is referring to the whole passage, not just the verse.

Isaiah’s prophecy speaks about the joy God will give to both Jews and Gentiles who hold fast to the covenant and keep the Sabbath. Their prayers will be accepted, and his house will be called “a house of prayer for all nations” (Isa. 56:7). The prophecy also speaks about how Israel’s watchmen are blind, lack understanding and have unhealthy appetites – this would have been a stinging rebuke for the Jewish leaders.

Jeremiah’s prophecy is a call for reformation so that God will continue to let them live in Jerusalem. He said, “if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm, then I will let you live in this place.” (Jer. 7:6-7). Sadly, they did not respond to Jeremiah’s prophecy or Jesus' rebuke and the Temple was destroyed in CE 70.9

The Temple was a large building complex which featured several dedicated sections, one of which was The Court of the Gentiles.10 This place was reserved so that Gentiles (non-Jews) could come and worship the God of Israel. The market had been set up in this court which prevented Gentiles from having a place to come to worship and pray.

The clutter that Jesus is clearing out of the Temple focuses on corruption and unfaithfulness but it also includes clearing out anything that stops the marginalised (i.e. foreigner, the fatherless and widows) and the Gentiles from coming to him. Within the context of this story, the equivalent of the Gentiles for us as Christians would be those who are unsaved.

What are Jesus' priorities here? Yes, he wants us to have clean lives, be faithful to his words, and worship him. But he also wants us to make space in our lives for the foreigner, the fatherless, the widow and the unsaved. God does not want any clutter in our lives that hinders people who don’t know him, from coming to him.

After Jesus cleared the temple courts, there was space for the blind and lame to come to him and be healed, which led to children spontaneously shouting praise to God! (Mt. 21:14-16). If we want to see God miraculously heal people through us, it may be that we first need to clear out some clutter and make space in our lives for his priorities.

What happened at the Temple that day can be seen as a blueprint for our lives with God. If we make space for God in our lives then we can know his fullness. Jesus says, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” (Mt. 5:6). If we declutter our lives and hunger and thirst for his kingdom, we will be filled with him.

What does the fullness of God look like in our lives?

The fullness of God is mentioned several times within the New Testament, primarily in Ephesians and Colossians. Fullness encompasses to be filled, to make full, to abound, full measure, to make complete, to bring to realisation, to accomplish, to make perfect, and fullness of time.11

The fullness of God is far more than an experience or feeling – it describes a lifestyle that is full of God. The apostle Paul, speaking of Jesus, says “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him” (Col. 1:19). If we want to see what the fullness of God looks like in a person’s life, we need to see what it looked like in Jesus’ life.

This is important because Jesus' life was not an easy, problem-free life. Yes, there were miracles, salvation, and angelic encounters, but there were also persecution and suffering. Pursuing the fullness of God will come at a price. To truly know the fullness of God we need to model our lives on Jesus, having the same priorities that he did, and spending time doing the things he did.

More than that, we need to seek to emulate Jesus’ relationship with Father God. Jesus said to his disciple Philip:


Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.

John 14:9-10



If we have the fullness of God in our lives it will reveal Jesus, his nature, his love, and his kindness. When people meet us, we hope they will encounter Jesus. This is a measure we can use to see if we are growing in the fullness of God. As God does his work in us, it will affect our character, but it will also impact people around us.


Paul prays an amazing prayer for the Christians in Ephesus:

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

Ephesians 3:16-19



This helps us in our understanding of how to live in the fullness of God. Paul describes four key aspects. Firstly, Christ may dwell in our hearts. If we want to model our lives on Jesus, what better way is there to achieve this than having Christ dwell inside of us? As we make room for him in our lives, we will begin to think, feel and prioritise like he does.

Secondly, we are rooted and established in love. God is love (1 Jn. 4:16). Knowing about God’s love is different to knowing God’s love. To truly know God’s love means we are fully aware and conscious of the fact that we and others are loved. Knowing God’s love affects our identity, self-worth, and our value of other people.

Thirdly, we grasp the vastness of God’s love. God’s love is not small or limited, it is not a fleeting emotion, it defines who God is. It should also define who we are. Not only personally, but collectively, because Paul says, it requires all of God’s people to comprehend how vast God’s love is (Eph. 3:18-19).

Fourthly, we may be filled with the fullness of God. This was Paul's desire, he was not praying for a temporary or half-filling, rather he prayed they would experience all the fullness of God. We would suggest Paul prayed this because the church would then fully represent what the Father is like, so that the world may know who the church
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