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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and they have vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book has some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much more quickly than learners who don’t read.

		With graded readers, you don’t need a dictionary so reading is more relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You can learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English will improve your comprehension, your fluency and your confidence.

		The stories are exciting and reading them is fun!
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New words

 

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

 

People in the story

Police detectives

Kate Redman

Mark Olbeck – Kate’s partner

Anderton – Kate and Mark’s boss

Theo

Jane

Jerry

Rav 

 

Some of the other people in the story

Charlie Fullman – the baby

Dita Olgweisch – the baby’s nanny

Nick Fullman – the baby’s father

Casey Fullman – the baby’s mother

Mary Redman – Kate’s mother








 

Introduction

 

 

Casey Fullman opened her eyes and knew something was wrong.

It was light already but Dita wasn’t there. Every morning, before it was light, Dita brought Charlie to Casey with his baby bottle and Casey fed him. Nick often said to her, “Dita should give Charlie his milk in the mornings. I pay her to do these things!” But Casey loved being with her baby in the early morning. She never woke Nick up at that time. He worked so hard and needed his sleep.

But this morning, there was no Dita in their bedroom. And there was no Charlie. Casey sat up in bed. She looked at Nick – he was sleeping.

She got up and walked out of the bedroom. She was worried. Maybe Charlie is not well, she thought. Now she was afraid. 

She walked to Charlie’s bedroom and opened the door. She saw Dita on the floor. She was lying there, not moving, and her face looked strange. 

Casey’s heart stopped. She opened her mouth and looked at Charlie’s little bed … And then she started to scream.





Chapter 1 

 

 

Kate Redman was nervous. It was her first day in her new job and she was in her flat, getting ready. She checked her hair and clothes in a long mirror. Do I look ok? she thought. Yes, she looked clean and tidy. 

She hated ‘first days’. On her first day at school, many years ago, the other children laughed at her and said “You smell terrible!” But this was different. This wasn’t school and she didn’t smell bad now.

Kate was a police detective and she was waiting for her new partner to arrive. They were going to work together to solve crimes. 

Kate was early – she was always early – but her partner was late. Then he knocked on the door. 

“Are you DS Redman?” he asked, when she opened the door.

“Yes, that’s me,” Kate answered.

“I’m DS Olbeck. But you can call me Mark.” Then he smiled. “Sorry I’m late!” 

Mark was nice. Kate liked him. “No problem. And you can call me Kate.” 

They got into the car and Mark started driving. “Where are you from?” he asked.

“I’m from Bournemouth.”

“And do you like it here in the West Country?” 

“Yes, it’s great,” she said.

“Do you know anyone here?”

“No, I don’t know anyone,” Kate answered. 

“This isn’t your first job as a police detective, is it?” Mark asked.

“No, it isn’t … Listen, can we talk about the case?” Kate said impatiently. She wanted him to stop asking her questions now. “I know that someone kidnapped a baby last night.”

“Yes, that’s right,” Mark answered. “The baby is Nick Fullman’s. He’s a rich businessman. His wife, the mother, is a Z-list celebrity. She’s called Casey. I’m sure the parents are really worried.” 

“Yes,” said Kate. A little baby … She remembered something from her past. But she couldn’t think about that now. “And the murder?” she asked.

“Someone murdered the baby’s nanny, Dita Olgweisch,” Mark said. 

“Maybe the person was kidnapping the baby and the nanny tried to stop him so he murdered her,” Kate said.

“Yes, maybe.” 

They arrived at the Fullmans’ house. There were big gates and CCTV cameras. They went inside.

Kate didn’t like the house. It was very big and new, and the furniture looked very expensive, but the house didn’t feel friendly. Kate could see the Fullmans had lots of money and it was new money.

Kate and Mark went into the kitchen. Their boss, DCI Anderton, was there. He was a grey man: grey hair, grey eyes, grey clothes. “Hello, DS Redman. Welcome.” 

There was a woman on a sofa. This was Casey Fullman, the baby’s mother. She was beautiful. She was also very thin and very small – like a child. Kate noticed that she had too much make-up. “Someone took Charlie but I didn’t hear anything. My baby, where is my baby?” She started to cry.

Suddenly, Kate saw a man in the garden. He was walking up and down and he was on the phone. He was about 35 years old and good-looking.

He came into the kitchen. “Sorry, that was an important business call.” It was Nick Fullman, the baby’s father. A business call is more important than this? thought Kate. Nick sat on the sofa, next to his wife, and hugged her.

A woman came into the kitchen. “Would you all like a cup of tea?” she asked everyone. 

“Hi, Gemma. Thanks for coming and, yes, some tea would be great,” said Nick. “This is my PA, Gemma Phillips,” he told the police officers. 

Gemma smiled at the officers but then she saw Casey Fullman and stopped smiling. “This is terrible. I can’t believe it.”

Gemma made the tea and gave everyone a cup. Casey drank a little of her tea and then stopped suddenly and put her hand over her mouth.

“Oh sorry,” said Gemma. “I always forget you don’t have sugar in your tea.” But Gemma was smiling a bit. That’s strange, thought Kate.

“I heard nothing. I was sleeping,” Nick said to DCI Anderton. “Casey went to the baby’s room and started screaming and I woke up. I ran into the room and saw Dita on the floor, dead.”

“Who took your son, do you think?”

“I have no idea.”

“Who has keys to your house?”

“Casey and I have keys, of course. And Gemma. And Dita
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