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Prologue

Daniel was walking around his house looking very bored, when his mom came up to him and said, “Why not go and take your sister to meet up with your friends?”

Daniel looked at his mom with a look she knew all too well; before he could utter a word, she said, “If I know Jane and Gina, which I do, they would have their sons Jacob and Henry be with their sisters, so do as I say.”

Daniel sighed and walked upstairs to his sister’s room. As soon as he left the room, a nicely dressed man came into the light and asked, “We have time alone, Jill?”

Jill spun around to look in that direction and said, “At the moment, yes, but I don’t know how long it will last, Ken.”

Ken walked over to hug Jill and said, “Even if we don’t have time alone now, we can have it soon. I promise you this.” He followed up with a kiss and said, “You will like what I have planned.”





Chapter 1

Daniel walked slowly upstairs to his sister, Tana’s room so he could invite her to meet up with their friends. As soon as he got upstairs, Tana walked out of her room and said, “What do you want, Daniel?”

Daniel looked at his sister and asked, “Want to meet up with our friends?”

Tana looked at her brother and said, “Jacob and Henry are your friends, Leah and Miriam are my friends. But I will go and meet up with them.”

With that, both Tana and Daniel walked down the stairs to go and meet up with their friends.

As they were walking down the street, Jacob and Leah came out of thin air, Jacob being the absolute idiot he has always been, tries to sway Tana.

Leah seeing this, said, “Come, Tana, I think, I see Miriam over there.”

Both girls walked away to go and meet up with Miriam, who was in her garden planting some fruit trees.

Jacob looked at Daniel and said, “Do you think one of these days Tana will give me a chance?”

Daniel looked at his friend and said, “I don’t know, Tana is so focused on getting into the right college, so, I believe she just wants to focus on that at the moment.”

With that, they walked to meet up with Henry.

Inside the house, Miriam looked at her friends and said, “How was your walk over here?”

Leah took a deep breath and said, “Jacob tried to sway Tana to go on a date with him again on the way over.”

Miriam shook her head and said, “When will he get it in his thick skull, Tana isn’t interested. I was just thinking of working on our group project, you can stay or leave and we can put any work together the next we meet.”

Tana took the deepest breath and said, “I will work on some of the projects when I get back home. It was good to meet up with you girls.”

Both Leah and Miriam wished Tana luck and she left.

On her way back to her house, she ran into Thorne at the bus stop, who spun around as she was approaching.

Thorne said, “Do you walk past this point often?”

Tana stumbled to find the right words. Thorne saw this and approached her and gave her a kiss on the cheek. Tana blushed at what happened and said, “M-m-my n-n-name is Tana.”

Thorne smiled and said, “I am Thorne. Give me a call whenever.” He handed Tana his number, she took the piece of paper with Thorne’s number and gave him her number.

After a while, Tana walked the rest of the way home, only to get confronted by her mom.

But before her mom could say something, Tana said, “Mom, it’s fine. Miriam said it is fine for me to do some work here and that we can put everything together the next time we meet up.”

Jill looked at her daughter and said, “That is a nice thing, that Miriam suggested that. Are you sure it didn’t have to do with Jacob as well, Honey?”

Tana nodded her head at her mom’s question and said, “There is nothing he can get in his thick skull. If you don’t mind, I have a project to work on.” She said this and walked upstairs to her room.

Tana was hard at work working on her project when her phone rang.

Tana picked up and said, “Hey Thorne. What’s up?”

Thorne gave a manly laugh and said, “Just wanting to check in with my girl.”

Tana blushed and giggled, “Is that so?”

Thorne said firmly, “Yes, I do want to get to know you better, although I am in my last year of school.”

Tana stopped her playful giggling to say, “I would like to get to know you better too. I am in the year below you, so, I have this year and next before I finish.”

The conversation went on for a while before Thorne said, “Babe, I need to go. Speak to you tomorrow.”

Miriam came over to pay Tana a surprise visit.

Jill opened the door and said, “Good to see you, Miriam. How is your mom doing?”

Miriam smiled and said, “My mom is doing okay since my dad was declared missing in action. I still have hope that he will return.”

Jill looked at Miriam and said, “I am glad that you still have hope that your dad will be found. When they declared my husband dead, I was so upset, but Ken was nothing but sweet to me. Anyway, you are here to see Tana, go upstairs.”

With that, Miriam walked upstairs to see Tana.

Miriam burst into Tana’s room and surprised her.

Tana still looking surprised, said, “Miriam, good to see you. Oh boy, do I have a tale to tell you?”

Miriam looking confused said, “What happened, Tana? You seem overly excited.”

Tana giggled playfully, when she said, “Thorne kissed me and gave me his number.”

Miriam looked as excited as Tana said, “Wow, Thorne the most fought-over boy is interested in you over someone else.”

Tana couldn’t hold in her excitement anymore and said, “Yeah, I can’t believe it either. Anyway, here is all the work I did for the project.” She handed Miriam two stacks of paper.

Miriam looked surprised and said, “Wow, Tana, we definitely will ace this project with all the work that we put into it.”

Miriam left with the stacks of paper as Daniel was walking through the front door.

At dinner, Ken looked at both Tana and Daniel and asked, “How did everything go with your friends? Your mom always speaks highly of you and your friends.”

Tana finished what she was eating. said “Miriam, Leah and I, all finished a project we are working on together.”

Daniel took a deep breath and said, “Henry and I, both put some work into the senior end of the school project and Jacob only cared about what legacy he will leave behind.”

Tana, looking worried for her brother, said, “Are you worried that you won’t get a high enough score for this project?”

Daniel looked at his sister and said, “I am not worried for me and Henry. I am worried for Jacob.”

Jill looked at her son and said, “All you can do is guide him in the right direction and hope that he puts in the work. Nothing more, son.”

They finished their meal with small talk about what was going to happen in the next few weeks.

As Tana was getting ready for sleep, her phone rang again. She picked up and said, “Hey, Leah, what’s up?”

Leah took a deep breath and said, “You need to be careful, Tana. I heard from a source that Thorne’s ex isn’t pleasant. I don’t want you to get hurt.”

Tana assured her friend, “Leah, I will be careful. If anything will happen, I am sure Thorne will be there to help me.”

Tana went on about how it would be fine before Leah said, “I believe you. But Thorne’s ex is a master at what she does and will try anything to get him back.”

Tana asked Leah what she meant. Leah explained that she overheard her brother on the phone with someone, who explained that he could get who he wanted if he helped her get back with someone. The call ended with Tana saying, “Okay, Leah, I will always be on the lookout.”

The next day, Tana was walking down to the bus stop to go to school. When the bus came, Tana stepped onto the bus, walked to the back of the bus and sat down. After a few stops, Thorne got on the bus. Tana waved shyly. Thorne made his way to the back of the bus and sat next to Tana.

Thorne looked at Tana and said, “Yesterday, one of my brothers, Andrew, came in asking for some advice.”

Tana looked surprised and said, “One of your brothers.”

Thorne laughed and said, “I have four younger brothers and five younger sisters.”

Tana was so surprised at what was said. The rest of the way to school, they talked about where they will go out for the first date.

When the bus arrived at the school, everyone got off the bus and headed into the school. Before Tana could walk into the building, she got pulled into Thorne for a kiss.

Thorne said, “I will see you after, Babe.”

Tana blushed and said, “I will see you then, Beau.”

Tana walked over to her friends and they all walked into the building together.

Miriam looked at Tana and said, “I can’t believe it is that serious between you and Thorne.”

Tana giggled and said, “Yeah, but I am worried about this ex. I wonder what she looks like.”

Leah explained what she overheard and Miriam said, “This is worrisome, we will help you, Tana. This ex won’t come in between you and Thorne.”

Tana thanked both of her friends and they headed to their first class.

When the day broke for lunch, Tana was with Leah and Miriam when they saw something very horrible happening to a young student. They approached and saw who was beating the young student.

Miriam looked at her brother and said, “Do I have to tell a teacher or our mom?”

Henry stepped away and said, “No need to do that, sis.”

Tana approached the young student and asked if she was okay, but she ran away as soon as she saw Thorne. Tana, Leah and Miriam followed her to make sure she didn’t hurt herself.

When they found her, Tana knelt down and asked, “Why did you run?”

The young student looked up and said, “I only ran cause, I didn’t want to worry my brother, Thorne. My name is Cora.”

Tana looked at her and said, “Cora, he must be told, come we will find him together.”

Cora sighed and said, “Okay, I am just afraid of what he would say.”

Tana took Cora’s hand and walked to try and find Thorne. When they found him, Tana explained the whole deal that happened.

Thorne looked so surprised and angry, said, “Thank you, for standing up for my little sister. I will have a word or such with Henry.”

Before Tana could go back to her friends, Thorne pulled her in and gave her a kiss.

After the school day had finished, Tana walked out of the building to get home as soon as possible. Thorne waved her over to where he was standing with Cora.

Tana ran over and asked, “How is young Cora?”

Thorne picked up Cora and said, “She is pretty good now. Thanks, for the help earlier, Babe.”

When the bus came everyone got on the bus and took their seats.

Tana took a breath and said, “Don’t worry about it, Beau. I will do it a hundred times over.”

Thorne laughed and said, “Haha, I would appreciate that and Cora would like someone else looking out for her.”

Tana laughed and looked at Cora to say, “She is just the cutest person I have ever met.”

Cora beamed as she said, “Thank you. You are a lot nicer than my brother’s ex.”

This being the second time it came up, Tana decided to ask Thorne, “Your ex?”

Thorne took a deep breath to prepare himself and said, “The reason it didn’t work between me and my ex is cause she wasn’t like you.”

As he looked deep into Tana’s eyes, Tana blushed and said, “You mean that?”

Thorne nodded and gave Tana a kiss.

As the bus stopped in front of Tana’s stop, Thorne looked at Tana and said, “I will call when I get back, Babe.”

Tana blushed and said, “I will look forward to it, speak to you later, Beau.”

Tana walked down and off the bus.

Cora looked at her brother and asked, “How much longer are you going to wait to introduce her to the rest of our family?”

Thorne looked at Cora and said, “Not that long, maybe, next week.”

Cora smiled at her brother and said, “Our parents will totally like Tana.”

Thorne sighed and said, “I hope so, as I really love her.”

Cora touched his arm and said, “Tana is much nicer than your ex, you don’t have anything to worry about.”

Thorne smiled at his sister and said, “That is so true, I am less worried about introducing her now.”

Cora smiled back saying that’s what family is for. They both got off when the bus reached their stop.

As soon as they stepped up onto their front porch, Jenna opened the door and said, “What happened to you, Cora?” Thorne explained what happened to Cora during the day. Jenna took Cora inside to continue to patch up her wounds, while Thorne walked up to his dad’s study and knocked on the door.

Michael looked up from his desk and said, “Come in and sit down.”

Thorne came in, sat down on the chair in his dad’s office and asked, “Dad, I need some advice. How did you and mom handle things when you were young?”

Michael looked at his son and answered, “Me and your mom handled stuff well when we were young, even though we were two years apart, we still made time for each other when I graduated. Why did you want to know, son?”

Thorne took a deep breath, stood up and said, “Dad, I am worried about what happens when I graduate this year. Do you think, I should do the same with my girlfriend, who is in the year below me?”

Michael’s eyes lit up like fireworks and said, “Looks like the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. What me and your mom did was, meet up on the weekends. You could do the same with your girlfriend. When can we meet her?”

Thorne looked at his dad and then, at the door where his mom was, and said, “How about next weekend?”

Both Michael and Jenna looked shocked and said at the same time, “That will be such a good time.”

Thorne walked out of his dad’s study and walked to his room, he picked up his phone and dialled Tana’s number.

Thorne took a deep breath and said, “I know it is still quite early, but what do you say next weekend you have dinner over here?”

Tana blushed and said, “I would love that. I hope your family is as nice and lovely as you are.”

Thorne laughed and said, “My family is all lovely. You will love how nice my family is.”

Tana, who was still blushing, said, “I can’t wait until next weekend.”

The conversation went on for hours until Thorne said, “I have a lot to plan for next weekend, see you tomorrow.”

After the phone call with Thorne, Tana fell onto her bed with a smile on her face. She picked up her phone and called Miriam and Leah in a group call to tell them what happened.

Miriam was the first to speak, “Wow, Tana, the relationship is moving so fast. I can’t believe you are going to meet the parents this early in the relationship.”

Tana replied, “I am surprised at how early he suggested that, as well.”

Leah who was still looking surprised said, “Wow, he must really love you, Tana, to take this giant step this early.”

Tana, raised up from where she was lying said, “I can’t wait for next weekend. I have a lot to prepare for next weekend. I would like some assistance from you girls.”

Miriam got excited and said, “We will happily help you, Tana. Once we’re done with you, they will totally love you,”

The next day, Tana walked down to the bus stop, boarded the bus and sat down at the back of the bus. Thorne got on, a few stops after, Tana blushed as he was taking his seat.

After he sat down, he asked “Are you getting excited for next weekend, Babe?”

Tana took a deep breath and said, “I am getting excited, Beau.”

They discussed what they were going to do this weekend and the week following up until the next weekend, all the way to school.

At lunch, Tana sat with her friends eating the meal of the day—pizza when young Cora came skipping over to them.

Tana looked at Cora and said, “Hey, do you need something?”

Cora giggled and said, “Hi, I just wanted to come over and hang out with you.”

Tana looked at Cora and said, “You are always welcome to hang out with us.”

Cora smiled and sat down next to Tana, Leah asked Cora, “What do you enjoy doing after school?”

Cora giggled and said, “Messing with my brothers and sisters.”

They continued their conversation until the bell rang to signal the end of lunch.

Tana looked at Cora when the bell rang and asked, “See you after school with Thorne.”

Cora smiled and nodded her head while saying, “Yes, you will see me then.”

They went their separate ways for the rest of the school day.

After the last bell went off to signal for the end of the school day, Tana ran to the bus stop. Thorne walked over to Tana with Cora close behind.

Tana blushed as he approached and said, “How was your day, Beau?”

Thorne leaned over to kiss Tana and say, “It was good and it gets a whole lot better whenever I get to see you, Babe.”

They boarded the bus when it arrived and sat in their usual spot.

Thorne asked Tana, “What are you planning on doing this weekend, Babe?”

Tana blushed and said, “Planning on getting something special for next weekend, Beau.”

Thorne was about to ask what but stopped himself so as to not ruin the nice surprise.

As the bus neared Tana’s stop, Thorne kissed her and said, “Next weekend can’t come sooner, love you so much.”

Tana, who was still blushing, said, “Next weekend will be super exciting.”

Tana walked off the bus as it stopped by her stop.

Cora looked at her brother and asked, “Why did you say next weekend and not this weekend?”

Thorne picked up his sister and said, “I wanted to give her all the time in the world to prepare.”

They continued their little back and forth about the decision of next weekend and this weekend all the way up to their front porch.

Jenna greeted her two children and said, “Dinner is on the table for when you are ready.”

Over with Tana, Daniel ran up to his sister’s room and said, “Ken has a gift for both me and you, sis.”

Tana looking a little confused, walked down and Ken surprised her with a brand-new phone. Tana thanked Ken for her new phone and walked back upstairs to tell everyone her new number. She started with Leah and Miriam, who both took the news pretty well.

She dialled Thorne’s number and said, “Hey, my stepdad, Ken, gave me a brand-new phone, Beau.”

Thorne responded with, “Your stepdad must be very supportive and kind to you to do that for you, Babe.”

Tana blushed and said, “Yeah, Ken was ever so nice when my dad was reported to have died.”

Thorne responded, “I have to do something special for you that I will give next weekend, speak to you soon, Babe.”

The next day, Tana went to the mall with Leah and Miriam to prepare for the next weekend.

Miriam looked at Tana and asked, “What do you want to start with, Tana?”

Tana took a deep breath and said, “Hmmm…would like to find the perfect outfit.”

Leah escorted Tana and Miriam to the fanciest store there at the mall, La Fila Convey.

Tana looked at the store with amazement and said, “This store is perfect, let’s go.”

They entered the store and were welcomed to the store by a very well-dressed woman saying, “Welcome to La Fila Convey. How can I help you?”

Tana took a deep breath and said, “I need a new outfit to meet my boyfriend’s family next weekend.”

The shop assistant smiled and said, “Such a milestone, you are in the correct place. I will help you pick out the best outfit your boyfriend’s family would like.”

The assistant brought Tana to a rank of the best of the best dresses with Leah and Miriam close behind. The assistant put off a Tempest Dress Multi from a rank.

Tana looked at the dress and said, “That is the most beautiful dress, I have ever seen. I will take it.”

Tana brought the dress and continued to walk around the mall with Leah and Miriam.

When the Mall was closing down for the day, Tana was walking out with 20 shopping bags.

Leah looked at what was brought and said, “Wow, you went overboard with this shopping trip, Tana.”

Tana took a deep breath and said, “Nothing is too much for this special occasion, Leah.”

Miriam seconded what Tana said. They all travelled back to Tana’s house with the 20 bags of shopping.

When they entered the door, Jill looked at what they brought and said, “Wow, what’s the occasion for all the shopping you did?”

Tana took a deep breath and said, “Next weekend, I am having dinner over at my boyfriend’s house, Mom.”

Jill who was still looking surprised, said, “Wow, I am happy that you are having a successful relationship. Go on upstairs and store away what you brought.”

Tana stored all the stuff that she brought and her friends left.

Suddenly, her phone rang, she picked up and said, “Hey, Beau.”

Thorne gave a manly laugh and said, “Just wanted to check in with you, Babe.”

Tana blushed and said, “I am super ready for next weekend, Beau. How will I get to your house?”

Thorne thought for a bit and said, “I will come and pick you up with my car.”

Tana looked surprised and said in a surprised tone, “You have a car?”

Thorne laughed again, and said, “Of course, I just wanted to ride the bus for my last year. You will like my car, Babe.”

They continued to talk about how and when Thorne would pick up Tana the next weekend.

Thorne ended with, “I hope you will like my family. I have to go and prepare for it, Babe, speak to you later.”

The following week went by so fast.

Finally, when Friday came, Leah asked Tana, “Are you getting nervous for the weekend, Tana?”

Tana looked at Leah and Miriam to say, “I am a little nervous but Thorne has been telling me all about his family. Speaking of him, I will see you girls later.”

Then she ran over to where Thorne was waiting. Thorne spun her around and kissed her when she walked over.

Tana blushed and said, “That was so romantic.”

Thorne laughed and said, “Anything to show my love for you, Babe.”

They both boarded the bus when it came and sat in their usual spot.

The next day, Tana woke up and took the longest shower she had ever taken, put on the new dress she bought the previous weekend, followed by makeup and hairstyle.

Jill walked into her daughter’s room with tears in her eyes and said, “I can’t believe how beautiful you look, Tana. I hope you have a great time today.”

Tana turned round and said, “Thanks, Mom, it means the world to me what you said
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