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When the Bible was first translated into English, Englishmen felt it was best to call God's revelation The Bible, because the word 'Bible' is derived from a word in an Egyptian form of Greek that refers to the books that were found in God's revelation. If a student wanted to be literal in his use of that Greek word, he would  say 'scroll' instead of Bible, but English students of God's revelation felt more comfortable saying book, since scrolls were no longer trending. But some students insisted on calling God's revelation byblos, because they wanted the world to know that God dared to place his words on Egyptian papyrus. 

The Phoenician seaport Byblos, located in today's Lebanon, was Egypt's contractor when it came to exporting Egypt's thick paper to Greece, and many Christians were so glad about that fact that they decided to call the literature they were writing the 'Bible' to honor Byblos, since Byblos was willing to give them the paper they needed when those who hated Christ refused to sell paper to them as they were writing down God's revelation. This came about because Antioch, where Gentiles were first called 'Christians', had some Christian brothers working at the dock in Byblos, and those dock workers felt it was more important to give paper to starving artists like the apostles, rather than stuff even more coins into the pockets of the capitalists of the Mediterranean who could care less about the needs of the saints of God.

About 200 years before the birth of Christ, Jewish groups began calling the books of the Bible 'the scriptures', and they referred to them as holy; that is why vendors in the markets would shout out, 'Get your Kitvei Hakodesh right here!' That is why many Gentile Christians in the first century of the Christian era started calling the Old and New Testaments bound together The Holy Bible; the Greek Jews who believed in Jesus Christ preferred to call the 2 testaments bound together The Holy Scriptures, because they wanted to emphasize the fact that God's revelation was written down, whereas the goyim were more fascinated by the fact that God would place his revelation on paper.

The Greek term for 'little papyrus books' was a term of affection which certain Hellenistic Jews in Alexandria used to describe their sacred books, because the kind of Bible they held in their hand was  the glorious translation known as the Septuagint.

At this point in our survey it is obvious that the Bible is a collection of little books inside a big book, whose complex development is not completely understood. The books, beginning as songs and stories, have been transmitted from generation to generation, but each generation which first received them from heaven made sure to write them down, in a process that began 3500 years ago. The Bible was written and compiled by many people, from a variety of contrasting cultures. The biblical texts were produced over a long period in which the living conditions of the writers - political, cultural, economic, and ecological - varied enormously. There are: 

	texts which reflect a nomadic existence, 

	texts from people with an established monarchy and Temple persuasion, 

	texts from exile, 

	texts born out of fierce oppression by foreign rulers, 

	courtly texts, 

	texts from wandering charismatic preachers 


- then there are texts which some have included in the Bible which were written by those who give themselves the semblance of sophisticated Hellenistic writers. 

It is a time-span which encompasses the compositions of Homer, Plato, Aristotle, Thucydides, Sophocles, Caesar, Cicero, Catullus and Tacitus. It is a period which sees the rise and fall of the Assyrian empire, the Persian empire, Alexander's campaigns, the rise of Rome and its domination of the Mediterranean, and the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple.

One of the compositions which seems to stand out as absurd, but at the same time illuminating, about the goy view of the Jewish authors is Tacitus. His account  of who the Jews are shows the bent some people have toward ignoring truth. Like the queen of Sheba, Tacitus had heard wonderful things about the Chosen People, but unlike her, he did not care to investigate, verify or fact-check; Tacitus was not like the man in Jesus' parable who found a treasure hidden in a field, that man who hid it, and then with joy went and sold all he had to buy that field. But rather, Tacitus was a Roman historian who had the same pompous views toward the Jews that Americans have today of their next door neighbors, the Mexicans. Tacitus, though virtuous in some of his utterings, was a pagan who was born when the emissary Paul was probably writing the letter called 1 Corinthians. Tacitus was one of those writers who collectively started a new genre in Roman culture, a category of writing called 'hearsay history'. Though Tacitus offered some pushback in his delivery of the stories, he still shows a reluctance to go headlong into the mysteries of God's story; in other words, instead of going straight to the Jews in his neighborhood, which were plentiful, he chose rather to live in the realm of contempt for those challenged the sins of Rome. This is what he wrote:


Some say that the Jews were fugitives from the island of Crete, who settled on the nearest coast of Africa about the time when Saturn was driven from his throne by the power of Jupiter. Evidence of this is sought in the name. There is a famous mountain in Crete called Ida; the neighboring tribe, the Idaei, came to be called Judaei by a barbarous lengthening of the national name.

Others assert that in the reign of Isis the overflowing population of Egypt, led by Hierosolymus and Judas, discharged itself into the neighboring countries. 

Many, again, say that they were a race of Ethiopian origin, who in the time of king Cepheus were driven by fear and hatred of their neighbors to seek a new dwelling-place. 

Others describe them as an Assyrian horde who, not having sufficient territory, took possession of part of Egypt, and founded cities of their own in what is called the Hebrew country, lying on the borders of Syria. 

Others, again, assign a very distinguished origin to the Jews, alleging that they were the Solymi, a nation celebrated in the poems of Homer, who called the city which they founded Hierosolyma after their own name. 

Most writers, however, agree in stating that once a disease, which horribly disfigured the body, broke out over Egypt; that king Bocchoris, seeking a remedy, consulted the oracle of Hammon, and was bidden to cleanse his realm, and to convey into some foreign land this race detested by the gods. The people, who had been collected after diligent search, finding themselves left in a desert, sat for the most part in a stupor of grief, until one of the exiles, Moses by name, warned them not to look for any relief from God or man, forsaken as they were of both, but to trust to themselves, taking for their heaven-sent leader that man who should first help them to be quit of their present misery. 

They agreed, and in utter ignorance began to advance at random. Nothing, however, distressed them so much as the scarcity of water, and they had sunk ready to perish in all directions over the plain, when a herd of wild asses was seen to retire from their pasture to a rock shaded by trees. Moses followed them, and, guided by the appearance of a grassy spot, discovered an abundant spring of water. This furnished relief. After a continuous journey for 6 days, on the 7th day they possessed themselves of a country, from which they expelled the inhabitants, and in which they founded a city and a temple.

Moses, wishing to secure for the future his authority over the nation, gave them a novel form of worship, opposed to all that is practiced by other men. Things sacred with us, with them have no sanctity, while they allow what with us is forbidden. In their holy place they have consecrated an image of the animal by whose guidance they found deliverance from their long and thirsty wanderings. They slay the ram, seemingly in derision of Hammon, and they sacrifice the ox, because the Egyptians worship it as Apis. They abstain from swine's flesh, in consideration of what they suffered when they were infected by the leprosy to which this animal is liable. By their frequent fasts they still bear witness to the long hunger of former days, and the Jewish bread, made without leaven, is retained as a memorial of their hurried seizure of corn. We are told that the practice of resting on the 7th day was adopted, because this day brought with it a termination of their toils; after a while the charm of laziness deceptively charmed them into giving up the 7th year also to inaction.

This worship, however introduced, is upheld by its antiquity; all their other customs, which are at once perverse and disgusting, owe their strength to their very badness. The most degraded out of other races, scorning their national beliefs, brought to them their contributions and presents. This increased the wealth of the Jews, as also did the fact that, among themselves, they are inflexibly honest and ever ready to show compassion, though they regard the rest of mankind with all the hatred of enemies. They sit apart at meals, they sleep apart, and though, as a nation, they are singularly prone to lust, they abstain from intercourse with foreign women; among themselves nothing is unlawful. 

Circumcision was adopted by them as a mark of difference from other men. Those who come over to their religion adopt the practice, and have this lesson first instilled into them, to despise all gods, to disown their country, and set at nought parents, children, and brethren. Still they provide for the increase of their numbers.

It is a crime among them to kill any newly-born infant. They hold that the souls of all who perish in battle or by the hands of the executioner are immortal. Hence a passion for propagating their race and a contempt for death. They are wont to bury rather than to burn their dead, following in this the Egyptian custom; they bestow the same care on the dead, and they hold the same belief about the lower world.

Their faith is quite different about things divine. The Egyptians worship many animals and images of monstrous form; the Jews have purely mental conceptions of Deity, as one in essence.

They call those profane who make representations of God in human shape out of perishable materials. The majority of Jews believe that Being to be supreme and eternal, neither capable of representation, nor of decay. They therefore do not allow any images to stand in their cities, much less in their temples. This flattery is not paid to their kings, nor this honor to our Emperors.

From the fact, however, that their priests used to chant to the music of flutes and cymbals, and to wear garlands of ivy, and that a golden vine was found in the temple, some have thought that they worshiped father Liber, the conqueror of the East, though their institutions do not by any means harmonize with the theory; for Liber established a festive and cheerful worship, while the Jewish religion is tasteless and shabby.
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Long before Tacitus, concerning the development of the Bible, there was an argument between those who favored Job as the first writer of the Bible, and those who demanded that Moses was the first author. This distinction was not important to God, because he knew that the childish arguments about who was first was not a desire to be found in those who were serious about loving God.  

But, over time, the camp in favor of putting Moses at the head of holy authorship won out. That camp stated that the earliest compilation, containing the 1st 5 books of the Bible and called the Torah, was accepted as the authoritative Jewish format by the 5th century BCE. A second collection of narrative histories and prophecies, called the Neviim, was set into place as stone in the 3rd century BCE. A third collection called the Ketuvim, containing psalms, proverbs, and narrative histories, was placed into solid form just before the birth of Christ. These 3 collections were written mostly in Hebrew, with some parts in Aramaic, and together they form what some call the Hebrew Bible; the Pharisees insisted on going a step further and called the bound collection the Tanakh, an abbreviated satchel term combining Torah, Neviim, and Ketuvim - a term some today would call an acronym. 

Greek-speaking Jews in Alexandria, and other places where Jews were scattered outside their homeland of the land of Israel, considered additional texts to be authoritative. The souls who wrote those texts started their composition on the day that Antiochus 3rd invaded the land of Israel, and the last writer among their society ended writing the texts the moment that the temple of the god of medicine was completed in China.

Those additional texts were included in a translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek known as the Septuagint: it was called that because of the precious work of 72 Hebrews souls. The Septuagint began as a translation of the Torah made in the year that Erasistratus of Ceos founded a medical school in Alexandria, and the work of placing God's word into the common tongue of the people of Egypt continued for at least 70 days, because 72 elders from the 12 tribes of Israel were commissioned by King Ptolemy to isolate themselves into 72 chambers to complete the work; those Jews were delighted to have 6 men from each tribe. The Septuagint contained all of the books of the Hebrew Bible, reorganized and with some textual differences, with the additional texts also called part of the scriptures, interspersed throughout.

During the rise of Christendom in the first century CE, important books of the Bible were written in Greek about the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, whom Christians believed was the Messiah prophesied in the books of the Hebrew Bible. 2 collections of these books - the Pauline epistles and the Gospels - were accepted as authoritative long before the end of the 1st century, but the more liberal sects of Christendom waited until the end of the 2nd century CE to consider the New Testament to be a book worthy of trust. A 3rd collection, called the general epistles, were already being trusted as authoritative texts by the time Appian of Alexandria became a celebrity, but certain sects within Christendom waited until the end of the 3rd century to start trusting the Holy Spirit's guidance on the matter. Christians throughout the Roman Empire began collectively calling the Gospels and epistles the New Testament by the time Constantine finished building a bridge over the River Rhine, but only Gentiles referred to the Law, Prophets, and Writings of the Tanakh as the Old Testament.

Some of the Western churches finished publishing copies of the entire Bible in vulgar Latin in the year that Emperor Honorius closed the Flavian Amphitheater. Vulgar Latin was the common Latin spoken by ordinary people, and those people were proud that churches would honor them by calling that translation of the Bible the 'Vulgate', which included in its Old Testament the books that were in the Septuagint: that is, there were more than 39 books in that translation of that Old Testament. The term vulgar referred to the masses of people in and around Roman cities; when the translation was put forth as the Vulgate, the common people knew that God's word had been prepared for the public. 

Roman Christians believed that the Vulgate introduced stability to the Bible, meaning that people could no longer look at God's word as a rough collection of more than 66 little books barely connected to each other. As the Vulgate started appearing on the eastern side of the Roman Empire, a side which favored Greek, a resentment in the hearts of Greek speakers started to grow towards the Vulgate, mainly because the city fathers throughout the empire were telling Greek speakers that the Latin translation was the respected translation.

That resentment is what fueled the animosity which brewed between 2 forms of Christendom along the entire length of the shores of the Mediterranean Sea; Latin-speaking Christians began calling themselves the Catholic Church, and multilingual Christians on the eastern half of the Roman Empire began calling themselves the Eastern Orthodox Church.
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