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Have you ever won a big game or a competition? It feels really good to win, doesn't it? And when you win, you want to celebrate with all your friends and family. You might even have a parade to show off your trophy and share your happiness!

Well, did you know that people have been having parades to celebrate for a very, very long time? One of the oldest and most special parades in the world is called Ratha-yatra, and it celebrates God, who is the greatest winner of all!

The Highest Trophy

Imagine a shiny trophy that is given to the best sports team in the world every year. It's a big deal to win this trophy, and the players get very excited. Their names might be engraved on the trophy, and they even get to keep it for a whole day to show their friends and family.

Now, think of something even more special than that trophy. Instead of celebrating sports, this special parade celebrates God, who is the most amazing and wonderful being in the entire universe!

Just like the trophy represents victory in sports, the beautiful statues in the Ratha-yatra parade represent the greatness and glory of God. But this parade is even more special because the statues are not just a symbol; the parade is a way for people to connect with God directly.

The Journey to Kurukshetra

The Ratha-yatra parade takes place in a city called Puri in India, and it has been happening for hundreds of years. It celebrates the story of when Lord Krishna, God's all-attractive form, went on a trip with his brother Balarama and sister Subhadra.

They were going to a special place called Kurukshetra to see a solar eclipse and to meet with all of their friends. It was a grand reunion, and everyone was very happy to see each other.

The Lord of the Universe

During the Ratha-yatra parade, statues of Lord Krishna, Balarama, and Subhadra are placed on giant, beautifully decorated carts called chariots. The chariot carrying Lord Krishna is particularly special because it carries the form of Lord Jagannatha, which means "Lord of the Universe".

Lord Jagannatha's statue looks a little different from other statues of Lord Krishna. This is because it represents God's universal form, which encompasses everything and everyone in the whole creation.

The King and the Carpenter

There's a fascinating story about how Lord Jagannatha's statue came to be. A long time ago, a king named Indradyumna wanted to see Lord Vishnu, who is another form of Lord Krishna.

But when the king went to the temple, he couldn't see the statue of Lord Vishnu. A voice from the sky told the king to build a temple and perform many sacrifices.

Then, the voice instructed the king to send a carpenter into the temple to carve the statues of Lord Jagannatha, Balarama, Subhadra, and a special weapon called the Sudarshana-chakra. The king had to make sure that drums were played loudly the entire time so that no one could hear the carpenter working.

Once the statues were finished, the voice

Lord Chaitanya's Ecstatic Dance



A Global Celebration
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