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  DEDICATION


  Pickett’s Charge: The Untold Story is dedicated to everyone involved in preserving this nation’s rich Civil War history for future generations. Historians, writers, re-enactors, history teachers and the countless members of the public interested in delving into the details of the War between the States should be applauded and encouraged.


  FOREWORD


  WHEN ASKED TO what he attributed the failure of the Confederates at Gettysburg, Major General George E. Pickett, CSA is said to have answered, “I think the Union Army had something to do with it.” While undoubtedly correct, the quip is unsatisfying because it offers no reason for Union success or Southern failure. The story of the Union defense of Cemetery Ridge offers reasons.


  This book might be properly titled Webb’s Stand at the Angle, but then much of the public would not recognize the topic because that is not how the encounter is celebrated or remembered. Today called “Pickett’s Charge,” several historians convincingly argue that the name, at a stroke, not only removes the Union army from the scene but also other Confederate participants. As currently understood, Pickett’s Charge is largely the Virginian memory and interpretation of events, expressing a Confederate, that is to say Southern, view of the fight. This view is widely accepted by the public. Commercially successful fictional works such as Michael Shaara’s Killer Angels (1974) and the film based on that book, Gettysburg (1993) bear witness to that cultural acceptance. Further complicating matters for purists, numerous accounts written by veterans on both sides do not agree, making establishment of incontrovertible tactical detail impossible.


  Although disagreeing on the details, Civil War authorities might agree on four themes. First, the Confederate charge of July 3 was the pivotal episode of the three day fight. Second, after a long record of failure, victory was won by the Army of the Potomac. Third and conversely, the Army of Northern Virginia bore the unaccustomed burden of defeat. Last, over time and in hindsight, the repulse of the charge became recognized as an event marking the end of doubts about the resolution of the Civil War, signifying the ultimate failure of the Confederacy, the eventual end of the war, and the continuation of the republic.


  To bring clarity and order and thus understanding and meaning out of the chaos of combat and memory, writers of military historical narrative often tell their tale from a particular point of view. Bruce Mowday reminds us that, for the Union to prevail over a heroic, gallant, and desperate Confederate assault, required an equally heroic, gallant, and desperate defense.


  He uses the words of the Union participants to relate events and describe that defense. By drawing on Union memory, the tale includes Union controversies and ultimately, the Union interpretation of the climatic event of the battle as well as the meaning behind personal sacrifice.


  Perhaps less well understood is that readers of history, also attempting to make sense of chaotic events, select historical material that becomes their individual interpretation of events from which they draw meaning. My personal connection to the battle of Gettysburg begins in the late 1960s when, as a teenager and after reading about the three day battle, I undertook a solo road trip in late winter to see the battlefield for myself and make up my own mind about events. At the almost abandoned National park, over a home-made box lunch, I surveyed Cemetery Ridge, the Copse of Trees, the Angle, and the wide fields extending west to the wooded Seminary Ridge. The visit, although leaving an indelible impression, provided no clear answers, only the idea, almost just a feeling, of what must have happened at this place on a hot July afternoon. As they charged under fire across the field, something held the Confederate soldiers in closed ranks, and something also held the Union soldiers in their ranks, largely in position behind a much too low stone wall, to await assault by thousands of aroused Confederates. Even to the casual observer it is obvious what must have happened in the small space of ground defended by Brigadier General Alexander S. Webb’s Philadelphia Brigade during the final minutes of the charge. Rather than a destination, the trip was one of the first steps of a longer continuing personal journey. Since then, on numerous occasions, I have revisited both the battlefield and my interpretation of events. In every case, the experience is awe inspiring. Assessing myths and facts surrounding the battle in Pickett’s Charge in History and Memory (1997), Carol Reardon, Ph.D., Professor of American History, Penn State University points out that just what is awe inspiring “remains essentially an individual matter.”


  Bruce Mowday’s Pickett’s Charge: The Untold Story (2013) brings to light a large number of largely ignored or forgotten narratives provided by Union participants of all ranks, often taken from a personal letter or testimony. Much of the material is frequently overlooked by other writers because, being kept in archives and unavailable in digital form, the artifacts can be difficult for authors to consult. In this book, Bruce takes his readers along with him in an inspiring journey to hear from the veterans themselves the reasons for Union victory.


  Dave Burford, M.A.

  Military History,

  Norwich University, 2012

  Independent Scholar

  October 2012


  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


  ANY WRITER UNDERTAKING a project involving Gettysburg must have access to a small army of historical experts. The pivotal battle of the American Civil War has been studied, dissected and chronicled for 150 years. No one person in one lifetime could ever duplicate all of the research that has been compiled since July 3, 1863.


  I have many people to thank for helping with this project and I should start with the staff at Gettysburg National Military Park, especially John Heiser, park historian. John spent many hours guiding me through the park records housed in the research library. He answered my questions and he introduced me to other knowledgeable members of the national park staff. He also checked the manuscript for historical errors and made many excellent suggestions dealing with the historical perspective of the outcome of the battle of Gettysburg.


  West Chester, Pennsylvania, business colleague Laura Burford introduced me to her husband David, a military scholar and former military officer. I spent a very interesting lunch with David going over tactics and also delving into the motivations of the soldiers engaged at Pickett’s Charge. David also authored the foreword to this book and reviewed the manuscript with a critical eye. His insights were very valuable. David also introduced me a book on the myths of Gettysburg.


  During my numerous trips to Gettysburg National Military Park to conduct research, I spoke with park rangers and volunteers. They all were always gracious and accommodating to my requests. Ranger Scott Hartwig, supervisory historian at Gettysburg, talked with me early in my research about the battle and gave me some excellent and appreciated guidance. I joined the Friends of Gettysburg, affiliated with the Gettysburg Foundation, and used resources of the organization, including attending a seminar at the national park on the defenders of Pickett’s Charge.


  Writing a book on the Battle of Gettysburg was a daunting task. I needed a lot of assistance to complete this book. As with my other books on history, I found great help from staff members at various research libraries and museums throughout the country. I thank all of them for their assistance.


  The research facilities I utilized included Gettysburg National Military Park, the Union League of Philadelphia, Chester County Historical Society, Pennsylvania Historical Society, West Chester University and the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Again, the staff at each institution was helpful in finding artifacts, records and books.


  Many individuals also offered support and help in the writing of this book. Susan Mahoney, a great student of history who works hard at keeping history alive in Pennsylvania, was an early supporter of the book. She has a great interest in Gettysburg and Union General Alexander Webb, one of the main characters of this work. She has also reviewed sections of this book. Susan works at West Chester University and aided me in securing a loan of university material. Susan reviewed some of initial chapters. Katherine M. Harlan did her usual excellent copyediting work on my entire manuscript.


  Ken Woodward, an educator and student of history, took time to review this manuscript. Stephen Marvin of West Chester University also aided in the securing of documents that aided my understanding of Gettysburg.


  Greg Cary, a friend of mine for many years who works at PECO in Chester County, introduced me to Melissa Farkouh, curator of the Medal of Honor Grove at Freedoms Foundation, Valley Forge. Greg is a great supporter of the Medal of Honor Grove and Melissa helped me with the research the Medals of Honor winners from Pickett’s Charge. Melissa also displayed medals given during the Civil War and allowed me to photograph them.


  Jim, a retired Army officer, and Sally Bartlett of Texas were kind enough to discover a Gettysburg book during their travels and send it to me. Tom and Diane Walsh shared the story of Calvin Parker, Diane’s relative, who participated in the charge as a member of a Confederate unit.


  Bouncing ideas off other writers and having them review sections of copy is always helpful. Author Lisa Loeb was a great help during the hectic writing days of this book and offered many fine suggestions. She also stored and safeguarded backup sections of the manuscript.


  I must also thank my parents, Raymond C. Mowday, Jr. and Ruth Mowday, who took me and my brother Barry and sister Bonnie on trips to Gettysburg as a child. As a result my daughters Melissa and Megan spent a lot of time at Gettysburg in subsequent years. I’ve reviewed the Pickett’s Charge section of the battlefield as the manuscript was being finalized during the summer of 2012 with Megan and her husband Ed Taylor, a Civil War student as is his father Bill Taylor. Along on the trip was my grandson William Bruce Taylor and author Lisa Loeb.


  In keeping with mentioning family, I should also recognize William Collins, a relative who fought with the 61st New York in the Wheatfield on July 2, 1863, in Gettysburg. His brother, Samuel George Collins, is a direct descendant of mine and he also served in the 61st New York. My grandmother saved articles Samuel George Collins wrote for the New York Sunday Mercury and presented them to me when I was a youngster. The articles helped spark my interest in history and journalism. I thank my grandmother, Anna Savage Mowday Jordan.


  I have made what seem to be countless trips to Gettysburg during my lifetime. Those visits increased while I did my research. One fine Saturday afternoon I visited the park with renowned artist Karl Kuerner of Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania, and history enthusiast Bruce Jeffrey. As a Gettysburg tribute, Karl painted a portrait of a Union solder and used Bruce as a model. That portrait, A Sense of History, is included in this book. The painting is in the collection of Richard A. McLellan. Rich gave permission to use Karl’s great artwork.


  A high school friend, Greg DePedro, owner of the Coatesville Flower Shop, introduced me to one of his relatives. That connection proved to be extremely valuable as it led to my reviewing items from the J. Howard Wert Gettysburg Collection™ and The American Heritage and History Virtual Museum, Inc. Wert began collecting items related to the battle of Gettysburg soon after the conclusion of hostilities at Gettysburg. One rainy day in October 2012 I had the privilege and honor of holding Gettysburg items that included weapons, battle flags and parts of uniforms, even the general’s star from General Lewis Armistead’s uniform. The experience was quite a thrill for me. I thank Betty Lutze and Greg and Dorie DePedro for their help in assisting to acquire illustrations for this book.


  Barricade Books, the publisher of this work, and especially publishers Carole Stuart and Suzanne Henry, also need to be acknowledged. They expressed interest in the work as soon as I suggested the topic. Carole and Suzanne worked hard under deadline pressure to make this book a reality for the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg.


  INTRODUCTION


  Writing a book on the Battle of Gettysburg was not on my mind on a clear and hot summer’s day several years ago when I visited the historic battlefield. Thousands and thousands of books and articles have been penned on this pivotal engagement of the American Civil War by esteemed historians and authors of all types of backgrounds. During my research, I found someone wrote in the late 1800s that too many books had been written on Gettysburg. Yes, that statement was made more than 100 years ago and only a few decades after the battle. I’ve found more than one person today who agrees with the statement. I’ve also discovered a multitude of people looking forward to another work on Gettysburg.


  I’ve visited Gettysburg many times during my life. On that summer’s day I visited what is known as the High Water Mark of the Confederacy. Inside the Angle, I stood at the spot where Lewis Armistead, with his hat rammed on his sword, led those remaining Confederates through a break in the Union lines. I remember walking to the stone wall and looking out across the field where Southern soldiers under the leadership of Major General George Pickett and other Confederate officers made their immortal charge.


  At that time I’d read a lot about General Robert E. Lee and the reasons why he felt he had to make that charge on the afternoon of July 3, 1863. I knew Confederate General James Longstreet was not in favor of making the charge and reluctantly followed Lee’s orders. I knew about the thousands of Southerners marching off from the relative safety of Seminary Ridge to the defended heights of Cemetery Hill. I knew about the deafening artillery duel that preceded Pickett’s Charge.


  As my mind’s eye was attempting to recreate the historic scene, I moved my head slightly to the left and I looked at the location of the famous copse of trees. The trees were the goal of the charge. The Confederate officers wanted their troops to converge on the copse of trees. My gaze shifted to the low stone wall that served as cover for thin line of Union troops defending against Pickett’s Charge. Despite the meager defenses, the Union soldiers stood firm against the Confederate attack.


  What did I know about those equally brave Northern troops that stood against Pickett’s Charge and saved the Union that day? Not as much as I knew about the operation of the Confederate troops. I knew generals George Gordon Meade commanded the Union army and Winfield Scott Hancock was instrumental in the defense. I knew about the desperate clash at the stone wall and the intense and bloody hand-to-hand combat that lasted minutes. I’m sure the fighting seemed like hours to those involved.


  Who were the defenders of Pickett’s Charge? How did they come to be positioned at the crucial part of the battle-field that afternoon? What did they experience on that hot summer’s day so long ago at Gettysburg?


  My journey for this book started with a walk towards the Pennsylvania Monument. Many monuments line the walk from the right of the Union defense on Cemetery Ridge to the Pennsylvania Monument. I stopped and read the inscriptions on the various edifices along Hancock Avenue. I was especially interested in the Philadelphia Brigade as those units held the position where General Armistead and his troops breached the Union’s defense. The brigade’s commanding officer was Brigadier General Alexander Webb, who took charge of the troops just a few days before the epic battle.


  General Webb quickly became a focal point of my research. The West Point graduate won a Medal of Honor for his actions during Pickett’s Charge. He was an honored member of the Philadelphia Brigade. A likeness of General Webb hangs in the Union League in Philadelphia. According to the Union League promotional material, the organization was founded to suppress the rebellion of the American Civil War and to preserve the Union. During the Civil War and post-war reconstruction, the Union League was one of the most influential organizations of the North.


  I obtained my own image of General Webb at an antique show in suburban Philadelphia. As I walked the rows of dealers, I saw the general’s image in a glass case. I pointed to the photograph displayed among a number of other Civil War soldiers. The dealer took the image from the case and handed it to me. I had a chance to handle the picture of one of the heroes of the Battle of Gettysburg. By the end of the two-day show, I struck a deal with the dealer for the image. It’s used in this book.


  One of my first tasks was to find out what had been written about the defense of Pickett’s Charge. I was told by one of the Gettysburg National Military Park’s rangers that information had been written about the Union soldiers on Cemetery Hill. Indeed, that was true. A little information is contained in most books about Pickett’s Charge. Those books, inevitably, concentrated on the Southern part of the charge. Most books seemed to devote 80 percent or more of the pages on the planning, organization and execution of orders by Confederate General Robert E. Lee. I also attended a one-day conference sponsored by the Gettysburg Foundation on defending Pickett’s Charge. The conference was excellent but more than half of the time was devoted to those making the charge and not on the defenders.


  I became convinced that a book on the Union defenders was viable and would contribute something to the understanding of the Battle of Gettysburg. The purpose of this book is to present a narrative about the Union defenders. This book was not intended to review and repeat details of the Confederate planning and execution of Pickett’s Charge. They are not contained in this book but are easily obtainable in other publications.


  The research of this book took years to complete. I made my way through thousands and thousands of pages of records, letters, official reports and other written documents. During the research I clearly found that historians and others studying the battle have different opinions as to what took place during the afternoon of July 3, 1863. The exact number of troops involved in Pickett’s Charge has been debated as has been the exact number of casualties. As with my other books on American history, if I’m unsure of a point I’ll inform the reader. I’ve sought out Gettysburg experts to check the manuscript for accuracy. Eyewitness accounts, especially from those in the midst of fighting, can be misleading. Because of stress and a narrow view of the battle, individual participants’ accounts need to be evaluated. I’m sure the debate on what exactly happened during Pickett’s Charge will continue.


  I utilized as many primary sources as I could for this book. I have quoted from the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion and the John Badger Bachelder papers contained at the Gettysburg National Military Park. The ORs, as the records are known, contain official reports from officers involved in the Civil War. Bachelder, a portrait and landscape painter, collected a number of documents on Gettysburg, beginning just days after the battle and was instrumental in preserving the battlefield. He served from 1883 to 1887 as Superintendent of Tablets and Legends for the Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial Association.


  As I have talked about this book to people during my travels and during my talks on historic subjects, I’ve become aware of the interest Gettysburg has for many people. Not everyone interested in Gettysburg is an expert. Some people get important details wrong, despite the volumes of research. I’m also convinced many people misunderstand Lee’s reasoning behind the frontal charge by Longstreet’s troops. That charge is known as Pickett’s Charge. The attack was far from a suicidal act of insanity, as is a common belief. Lee had no viable option that day other than attacking Meade. Lee devised a plan that might have succeeded if properly executed. Even with all of the mistakes in implementing Lee’s plan, the Union line was pierced and almost broken. If General Armistead had been reinforced when he punctured the Union line, the Union army might have retreated in disarray towards Washington. A diplomatic end to the war would then have been possible.


  Of course, the draw of Gettysburg is as strong for the descendants of Southern soldiers as Northern ones. During one of my history talks in West Chester, Pennsylvania, I mentioned that I was writing a book on Pickett’s Charge. Tom and Dianne Walsh were in the audience and Diane gave me details of her great-great grandfather Calvin Parker’s involvement at Gettysburg. Parker was a veteran of Company I, 1st Virginia in Kemper’s Brigade. The unit was known as William’s Rifles. Parker was wounded three times during the war, the last wound received during Pickett’s Charge.


  During Picket’s Charge, according to information in the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond, Virginia, Parker tried three times to recapture the company’s lost colors and on the third try was wounded in the leg. He suffered on the Gettysburg battlefield all day as the fighting raged around him. He was picked up that evening by Union troops, who, finding him still alive, took him to a hospital tent. There, a surgeon removed his shattered left leg below the knee. For the rest of his life he used a wooden leg. For his extreme bravery in battle, he was awarded a promotion to sergeant major.


  More than one person I have talked with has confused Pickett’s Charge with the previous day’s fighting on Little Round Top. As the 20th Maine under the direction of Colonel Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain fought valiantly at Little Round Top, so did General Alexander Webb and the Philadelphia Brigade at the Angle defending against Pickett’s Charge. Indeed, the Union troops were awarded numerous Medals of Honor for their bravery on the afternoon of July 3, 1863.


  Without the heroics of individual officers and enlisted men of the Philadelphia Brigade the other Union units fighting on Cemetery Hill, Lee’s forces would have broken Meade’s defense, the safety of Washington would have been threatened and the South would have had an excellent opportunity of winning the war. During one of my early research sessions at the research library at Gettysburg National Military Park, park historian and librarian John Heiser said he believed the quick actions of the Union’s line officers saved the day for the North. After doing the research for this book I agree with John’s assessment.


  Pickett’s Charge: The Untold Story is one of the least told stories of the epic battle of Gettysburg. The bravery and sense of honor and duty showed by the Union troops matched that of the Southern troops on that hot July day on the farm fields surrounding the community of Gettysburg.


  Bruce E. Mowday

  West Chester, PA

  October 2012


  Chapter 1


  SEEKING A CONFEDERATE BULLET


  FOR SEVERAL BRIEF moments Union General Alexander Stewart Webb had but one thought in his mind on the hot and humid afternoon of July 3, 1863, as he watched brave and gallant Confederate General Lewis Armistead leading his Southern troops as part of the now famous Pickett’s Charge.


  Armistead, with his hat thrust on the blade of his sword, led the advance of the Rebel’s final attempt to rout Union General George Gordon Meade’s army at Gettysburg. As the Confederate soldiers breached Webb’s defensive position on Cemetery Ridge and rushed into the area that is now known as the High Water Mark of the Confederacy, Webb’s one wish was for a Rebel bullet to find a vital part of his body and end his life.


  A proud graduate of West Point, 28-year-old General Webb commanded Second Brigade, Second Division of the corps, known as the Philadelphia Brigade. His unit held the strategic defensive point in the Union line. The Philadelphia Brigade was part of General John Gibbon’s Second Corps. Gibbon began the campaign in command of the Second Division of the Second Corps and took over temporary command of the Second Corps when General Winfield Scott Hancock was called upon by Meade to manage a larger segment of the Union army that very morning, which included the line on Cemetery Ridge held by the Second, First and Third Corps.


  As the Confederate soldiers steadily advanced across Pennsylvania farmland and through the withering fire of Union weapons, generals Gibbon and Webb became keenly aware that their troops would be the key to defeating Pickett’s Charge. The outcome of commanding Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania would depend on the fight in the Union troops and their leadership. The night before Pickett’s Charge Meade and his generals predicted Gibbon’s section of the Union line would be Lee’s target on July 3. Lee had tried breaking both flanks of Meade’s defenses during the previous day’s fighting at Gettysburg. The Southern troops had come close but failed to dislodge the stubborn Union troops. On the evening of July 2, the strength of the center of the Union line was tested at a certain degree but not to the extent it would be tested on the afternoon of July 3.


  The outcome of the Civil War would possibly be determined by the ability of Webb’s Philadelphia Brigade and others in the Union’s Second Corps to stop those determined Confederate troops advancing upon their position on Cemetery Ridge. General Lee’s frontal attack on the Union defenders that day was designed to break the Union line, force the Union army to retreat in disarray and clear the road to Washington, D.C., and President Abraham Lincoln. By putting Washington in peril, the South hoped to enlist the support of European nations.


  Lee was convinced victory at Gettysburg was within his grasp as the day dawned on July 3. Lee had little choice but to challenge and defeat Meade’s army that day. A withdrawal from Gettysburg and Pennsylvania would be the same as a defeat on the field of battle. Lee couldn’t withdraw and dishonor the lives lost in the Southern cause.


  If Lee’s plan succeeded, the South was in a position to win the Civil War or at least bring about a negotiated settlement to the hostilities. A decisive Southern victory on Northern soil in Pennsylvania could well have broken the will of the Northern populace to continue the bloody war. Some northerners were showing signs they were weary of the war and all of the hardships caused by the fighting. A Confederate victory at Gettysburg would mean Washington, D.C., would be in jeopardy of being seized, or at least threatened, by Lee’s army. Lee would still have to face thousands of Union troops if he wanted to capture Washington. The Confederacy would be in a position to receive the international recognition the fledgling country sought and needed to survive.


  During the first two days of fighting at Gettysburg, General Lee came close but failed to break the defenses of General Meade. Lee was convinced his plan of attack on the third day of the epic battle, with Pickett’s Charge being the centerpiece, would be decisive. Lee planned to launch attacks on several portions of the Union’s defensive line. He would re-engage the Northern defenders on Culp’s Hill and send General Jeb Stuart’s recently arrived
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