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Foreword by John Roberts




I have rarely come across anyone who researches a subject as thoroughly as Leon Links and I know from my discussions with him how he has included in this book only a proportion of the material gathered. Leon has met, discussed and fished with most of the tyers featured in this book. I doubt whether anyone knows this material better and how the patterns are fished to get the best out of them. Leon is an expert at the tying vice, especially with CDC, and for many seasons I have enjoyed considerable success with the patterns he has sent me to try out. He is a skilled flytyer but also an accomplished and thoughtful fisherman – a rare combination which means that he writes with particular authority and insight. This is an immensely useful book about a subject which for a long time has been deserving of a comprehensive exposition in English.

Cul de canard, or CDC, feathers have changed irrevocably the way the modern flytyer approaches the challenge of imitating the natural fly. I might even suggest that the uniqueness of certain aspects of the feather makes it more indispensable than any other tying material. This book shows that CDC feathers may be used for the tying of tails, bodies, wings and legs of an insect as no other single material may. Their versatility, and therefore their use to an enterprising tyer, is unmatched. But CDC feathers are more than just an adaptable material for the tyer; they have inherent qualities that make the artificial fly look alive. Imitation of a natural nymph or fly is relatively easy to achieve with the wide range of materials currently on offer – but how many materials suggest life and movement within the material itself? By careful use of CDC your imitation fly will have wings that flutter, legs that tremble and gills that move within the current.

Leon Links shows in this book how CDC feathers have enabled flytying to take a large step forward. How the CDC flytyer has come a little closer to achieving that most elusive of goals – the imitation of life itself.

     John Roberts

     York, England
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Preface by Marc Petitjean




When I designed my first CDC dry fly patterns, I never expected that this fabulous material was to conquer the entire planet a few decades later! The real potential of CDC as a flytying material only became apparent to me during my flyfishing experiments on the river.

In the 1980s very few anglers could accept the idea that nymphs, streamers and salmon flies could consist of 100% CDC. I well remember an article published in the fishing press at that time in which I was roundly blamed for having created a series of nymphs and streamers made exclusively out of Cul de Canard feathers! CDC was, of course, pre-eminently a material for dry flies.

It took many years before the Swiss tradition of using CDC in all manner of ways came to be recognised and copied.

CDC has certainly risen to fame today but it is, paradoxically, still not very well understood, since the majority of flydressers only use a limited number of tying techniques.

I believe that in the years to come we will see numerous further developments due to the plasticity of tying materials – especially of a versatile material like CDC – and this offers an infinite number of possibilities to the tyer.

It is not a coincidence that CDC has seduced the entire flyfishing world!

Leon Links has produced the first international and comprehensive book on the subject. It is both historical (tracing the early days of CDC) as well as practical (full of tips for flytyers and with a considerable number of step-by-step sequences).

This is a remarkable reference book, the product of a great deal of hard work done with patience and passion.

Bravo Leon – and thanks!

     Marc Petitjean

     Fribourg, Switzerland
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Introduction



This book is devoted to the fascinating subject of tying and fishing with CDC flies. In recent years, CDC has become of major importance in modern flyfishing and an ever-increasing number of flytyers around the world are discovering the usefulness and potential of this extraordinary material. This book starts with a little history of the use of CDC feathers in flytying, then goes on to give more detailed information about the material, the patterns that can be tied with it and some new ideas for its application in flytying.

The first CDC flies were tied back in the 1920s, but it wasn’t until the 1980s that real international interest in the material was stimulated when the Slovenian, Marjan Fratnik, introduced his revolutionary F Fly. In the second half of the 1980s, the German flytyer, Gerhard Laible, developed new ways of tying with CDC. Then, in the late 1980s, Marc Petitjean from Switzerland took things still further with some wonderful techniques and fly patterns. It was these three, above all, whose work with CDC stimulated such renewal and enrichment of flytying and flyfishing. The increasing global reputation of CDC in the 1990s was certainly largely down to them. For this reason, I felt that these pioneers deserved individual chapters of their own. As time has passed, many creative tyers have devised CDC patterns worthy of attention. I am extremely happy, therefore, that CDC addicts from all over the world have agreed to contribute to this book by sending me their flies and generously supplying me with information.

In the relevant chapters there are tying instructions of patterns showing the most important techniques. Tying with CDC is not actually very difficult, but one must learn to handle the material and know a few tricks. I have selected a number of attractive and effective flies and tied them as closely as possible to the originals, employing authentic materials and using the proper techniques. If I haven’t succeeded completely in this, I hope the originators will forgive me.

Whether or not this book is your first introduction to tying flies with CDC, I hope it will provide some useful information and stimulate your own experiments with this fascinating material. A word of warning though: tying CDC flies and fishing with them is extremely addictive!

Leon Links

Zoetermeer, Holland
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