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            Paul wrote to his beloved friend who had accompanied him on many missionary journeys. His instructions to the church are interspersed with personal directives and words of encouragement for his protégé Timothy. This combination results in a fabulous manual for corporate and personal discipleship.
This practical and essential wisdom must be understood in the context of the specific situation Paul was addressing. You may ask yourself repeatedly, "What things in Ephesus motivated Paul to write this letter?" Look for the basic principles. It may be helpful to imagine that you are eavesdropping on a conversation between an experienced minister and his young colleague. Although the specific problems and concrete solutions will never be identical, the principles of the gospel never change.
Timothy was left in Ephesus by Paul to correct errors of false doctrine influenced by the Gnosticism of the cult of the goddess Diana that reigned in Ephesus and was infiltrating the church there. In Ephesus, the church functioned in homes, and teachers arose who contradicted evangelical principles and even the humanity of Jesus. And this was the main work of Timothy, a young missionary trained and discipled by Paul. What was most noticeable was the supremacy of women over the authority of men. And they changed the teachings to defend and support this idea of women having authority over men.
First Timothy was written after Paul was released from prison, probably around 64 AD. Second Timothy, the last epistle written by Paul, was sent from prison in Rome, where Paul was awaiting execution. Timothy, who was of Greek father and Hebrew mother, had been converted under Paul's ministry. He later became the pastor of the church in Ephesus. Paul writes to the young pastor as a spiritual father, instructing him in matters of doctrine and conduct. This is one of Paul's pastoral epistles, so called because it was addressed to an individual rather than a congregation.
 
1) IF IT IS AN EPISTLE, WHEN WAS THE CHURCH FOUNDED? On Paul's second missionary journey, when he left Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:8), Apollos also arrived and joined them. Then Paul arrived in Ephesus (Acts 19), and here he did his greatest work. 54-57 AD.
2) WHO COMPRISES THE CHURCH? Gentiles and Jews, contaminated with the false doctrine of Diana.
3) WHAT ARE ITS STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES? Strength: they had a good foundation, thanks to Paul, Aquila, Priscilla, and Apollos. Paul did his greatest work in Ephesus. Weakness: there were false doctrines and teachers, coming from the cult of Diana, and the church was being contaminated by their doctrine.
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On this day, dear reader, we come to the first epistle of the Apostle Paul to Timothy. And we find ourselves in a new group of epistles that were written by the Apostle Paul. There are three epistles that form a group and they are called "Pastoral Epistles", because these epistles have to do with the local churches. We think you will find that these pastoral epistles are in contrast, for example, with the epistle to the Ephesians. There, Paul spoke to the Church as a body of believers that is in Christ; the glorious, wonderful position that the Church has. Now, that Church which is invisible, is made up of all the believers who are in the body of Christ, manifests itself here on earth in the local assemblies. That is, in the local churches.

Now, just putting a steeple on a building and putting a pulpit at the front of a room, and having a special place for the choir, and singing the doxology, does not indicate that this is a local church in the sense of the Word, as it is used in the New Testament. There must be certain characteristics that identify it. The visible church must manifest itself in a very definite form here in this world, to meet the requirements and also to fulfill all the definitions of a local church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

These three epistles were actually written to two young preachers who worked with the apostle Paul: Timothy and Titus. They were a part of his fruit, that is, they were led to Christ through the ministry and life of the Apostle Paul. He had had these men as his helpers and instructed them in the affairs of the local church.

In all these epistles Paul dealt with two themes: the creed of the Church, and the conduct of the Church. Within the church, worship should be done in the right way, and outside the church, good works should be manifested. Worship takes place inside, and works outside. This is the way in which the Church should make itself visible.

Paul dealt with these two topics in each of the 3 epistles. For example, in 1 Timothy, chapter 1, it is faith, the faith of the church, its doctrine. In chapter 2 - the topic is church order. Chapter 3 deals with the offices of the church. Chapter 4 describes the apostasy to come. And in chapters 5 and 6, we have the duties of the offices of the church.

In the Second Epistle to Timothy, Paul dealt, in chapter 1, with the afflictions of the church, and in the second chapter, with the activities of the church. And then in chapters 3 and 4 he spoke of the apostasy of the church and the loyalty, the faithfulness of the church.

In the epistle to Titus, one finds the same theme. Chapter 1 speaks of church order. Chapter 2 deals with the doctrine of the church, and chapter 3 speaks of the good works of the church.

So there is a creed for the inside of the church, and a conduct for the outside. Inside, worship is developed, and outside, good works.

The church manifests itself, becomes a reality today in a local assembly. First it erects or constructs a building. In Paul's day, they did not have a building. They didn't need one because, at that time, no temples were built. They usually met in homes and probably in public places or buildings. We know that in Ephesus, for example, the Apostle Paul used (perhaps rented) the school of Tyrannus. We suppose that Paul used the auditorium of that place every day, during the siesta hour. And people came from all over to hear him preach. That group could be characterized as a local assembly, and indeed, it became the local church in Ephesus.

To be a local assembly, the church must have certain characteristics. It must have a creed, and its doctrine must be correct. We believe that there are two verses that summarize the message of the apostle Paul expressed in these epistles. In the first chapter, verse 3, he said the following: 3As I besought thee to tarry at Ephesus when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest command some that should not teach different doctrine. It is important for a church to have a Biblical doctrine. That is what we mean by emphasizing that the building does not in any way make a church. And furthermore Paul told his young preacher in 3:15, 15that, if I tarry long, thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. The local church is made up of believers who are members of the body of Christ. For them to function as such, they need leadership. Someone has to be appointed to clean the place, and to control the heating and other arrangements.

In addition to these practical matters, some churches may have a choir, or a praise band, and someone capable of leading the congregational singing. Furthermore, Paul was going to say that offices are essential for the church to function in an orderly fashion. There must be officially recognized offices, which must meet certain requirements. In that way the church will be able to develop in an orderly manner and manifest itself to the community in which it finds itself by its good works. Unfortunately, today this is an idealistic image in most places because the local churches do not always make themselves known in their immediate surroundings as they should.

Now, from these three pastoral epistles have emerged three different types of church government that have been used by large denominations or groups of churches. In the early days of Christianity, the churches never disagreed on this issue of church government. That is, how a church was to function. We are surprised that 3 different forms of government could emerge from these 3 Pastoral Epistles, but they did.

1. First is the episcopal form of government, in which there is one man, or perhaps several, who are occupying a position of leadership at a higher level. In the Catholic Church, for example, this leader is called the pope. In other churches he is called the archbishop, and if there are several leaders, they are called bishops. The Church of England and other churches have this episcopal form of government. They are controlled by men who are at a higher level and who are outside the local church.

2. Another form of government is known as Presbyterian, which is a representative form of government. The local church elects certain men from its membership, called elders or deacons, to fill official positions, and the government of the local church is left in their hands. Unfortunately, the churches have joined together in an organization that is above the level of the local church and then that organization can control the local church.

3. The third type of church government is at the opposite extreme to the episcopal form, it is called congregational. This type of church government can be seen in congregational or Baptist churches. The people who form the congregation are the ones who make the decisions and who really control the functioning of the church. All the members of the church vote for the admission of members, administrative matters and in any matter that concerns the local church.

And one wonders: how can three forms of government come out of the same words in the Pastoral Epistles? Well, of course, certain words are interpreted differently. We will try to highlight these various interpretations as we go through the Pastoral Epistles.

It is interesting to note that in the early days of the Church, these three forms of government worked well, and apparently had good results. But, in relatively recent years, these three forms of government seem to have fallen on hard times and do not seem to translate into effective development or growth, as they did in the past. There are different opinions on this matter. Some of the members coming from these 3 forms of government talk about internal conflicts and dissensions. What is really the problem? And others immediately respond that a certain system is wrong.

To be sure, there are countries that have forms of representative civil government that have sometimes been based on or inspired by church government. For example, in the United States, the colonists who came to that country did not want to have a king. That was the only form of government they had known, and they did not want to repeat the experience. They did not want to have an autocratic form of government, and on the other hand they were reluctant to allow the people to rule. Now, that may seem strange when one hears politicians talk today, when they say that "everyone has a vote," and things like that. In the days of the American colonies, women did not vote; and men who were not landowners did not vote either. Only those who owned property and belonged to an exclusive class voted.

The reason they did not want to have a king to rule them was because they thought they could not trust human nature, which indicated that they could not trust each other. Now, people think that those men were politicians, patriots, and exemplary Christians. Well, the truth was that they were human beings with their weaknesses and prejudices. So, in the face of their lack of trust in each other, they did not place power in the hands of one man. They were also afraid to place power in the hands of the people, because people in general did not inspire confidence in them either.

This contradicts the concept that some politicians pretend to hold when they say that the majority cannot be wrong or, in a religious version, we would say that "the voice of the people is the voice of God". Frankly speaking, this is not true.

Why is it, then, that our 3 forms of church government are not working as they should? What Paul was saying in this epistle was that the form of government, which has its importance, is not as important as the character of the men who are exercising spiritual leadership or occupying the offices of a church.

These epistles outline certain requirements for offices, such as sobriety, normality in married life, etc. These requirements are essential and constitute the subject of debate in the congregations or local churches. But here is something more important, against which we have not heard arguments against during many years of Christian ministry. It is the most basic and fundamental requirement for offices. Paul was trying to communicate to us that the people who occupy such offices must be spiritual, because no system will work unless those who occupy the place and position of authority are right and worthy of that position by fulfilling the requirement Paul specified. If such offices or leaders are wrong, no system will work, whether congregational, Episcopalian or Presbyterian.

This, dear reader, is the problem. It is the problem in the political realm, and it is the problem today in the church. When we elect a person, he or she must have the conviction of his or her vocation, and have leadership capacity. We believe these are good requirements, but we still need to determine if that person is a spiritual believer.

Paul was going to emphasize two aspects of the leader or official position; he had to be a man of faith, and he had to be motivated by love. Unless these two characteristics were operating in his life, that person could not function in the church, no matter what capacity he had.

What this means is simply that the authority that leaders or office bearers have, in reality, is no authority at all. Paul said that when you have been appointed elder, bishop or deacon in the church, you have an official position and might be inclined to act ostentatiously and be authoritative. But Paul said that you don't really have authority. Okay, but what did he mean? Well, he meant that Christ is the Head of the church, and the Holy Spirit is the one who provides the ability to lead, the guidance, and the direction to follow. The one in office must never assert his will in any matter; he will have to find out what God's will is. This means that he has to be a man of faith.

He will also have to be a person motivated by love. That does not mean that he has to go around always uttering flattering words, patting himself on the back, and trying to please others. But you do have to carry out the will of Christ in that local church. His job is to make sure that Christ is the Head of the church. How many hours are sometimes wasted in committee meetings talking about issues that have little to do with the spiritual welfare of the church, but more to do with the personal aspirations of someone who holds office, who is stubborn, obstinate, and who considers himself spiritual. Such people have no clear idea that they have to carry out the will of Christ because, in the first place, they have never sought the will of Christ. All he tries to do is to carry out his own will because he believes that his will is right.

My friend reader, today Christ is
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