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			Introduction

			The West’s Rape Crisis

			The Western world is facing a rape crisis.

			In 2015, there were 62.02 rapes per every 100,000 people in England and Wales. By 2022, that rate had grown to 117.3, second in the entire world only to the tiny Caribbean nation of Grenada.1 Sweden was sixth in the world in 2022 with 85.6 rapes per 100,000 people, up from 56.29 in 2015.2 During the same seven-year span, the rape rate in France nearly tripled, going from 20.09 per 100,000 people in 2015 to 58.94 in 2022.3 In Germany, there was a relatively low 8.56 rapes per 100,000 people in 2015, but by 2022, that rate had almost doubled to 15.06.4 By comparison, the rape rate in the United States remained fairly static, going from 38.85 in 2015 to 41.82 in 2022.5

			Meanwhile, in 2016, Muslims comprised 6.1 percent of the population of Germany, 6.3 percent of the United Kingdom, 8.1 percent of Sweden, and 8.8 percent of France.6 Since then, millions of Muslim migrants have settled in those countries and others in Europe. According to the British census, “the proportion of the overall population who identified as ‘Muslim’ increased from 4.9% (2.7 million) in 2011 to 6.5% (3.9 million) in 2021.”7 Eight hundred thousand Muslims entered Germany in 2015 alone.8 Because of the low birth rates among the native populations and the high birth rates among the migrants, many predicted that there would be Muslim majorities in many Western European countries by the end of the twenty-first century.

			Did the massive influx of Muslims into Europe account for the sharp rise in rape rates? The reflex action of Western political and law enforcement authorities, as well as the Western media, is to regard such questions as offensive and “Islamophobic,” and hence unworthy even to be asked, much less answered. Yet this is not simply an instance of the post hoc, ergo propter hoc fallacy: the rise in rape rates followed a rise in the number of Muslims in Europe, therefore Muslims are responsible for the rise in the number of rapes. However unwelcome the fact may be, there is a good reason to think that Europe’s rape problem is a component of its problem with Islam.

			This may appear to be counterintuitive at first glance, for rape rates in Muslim countries are generally extremely low. In Pakistan, the rape rate in 2022 was 2.22 per 100,000 people.9 In Indonesia, the world’s most populous Muslim country, it was 0.52 in the same year.10 In Iraq, it was 2.53 in 2021.11 So how can it possibly be argued that Muslims are responsible for the rise in the number of rapes in Europe, when they don’t commit the same crime in any significant numbers in their home countries?

			The answer is twofold. One is that many rapes go unreported in Muslim countries because the behavior involved simply isn’t considered a crime. As we shall see, Islamic law, based on words attributed to the Islamic prophet Muhammad himself, forbids a woman to refuse sexual intercourse to her husband under any circumstances. With such a rule in place, how can a rape ever even be said to have occurred? It never could in the context of a marriage; it could only take place when a man forces himself upon a woman who is not his wife.

			The second reason is as shocking as it is unmistakable: the Islamic religion forbids the rape of Muslim women, but it does not forbid the rape of non-Muslim women. In fact, the Qur’an specifically allows for this as a legitimate sexual outlet for Muslim men. And such activity doesn’t make its way into crime statistics, as it is not considered to be a crime at all.

			In light of these two factors, it’s no surprise whatsoever that rape rates in Muslim countries would be low to nonexistent, but that mass Muslim migration into Europe would account for the continent’s new rape crisis.

			This is not solely a European problem, either. As Muslim populations continue to rise all over the West, if Islam does indeed justify the rape of non-Muslim women, we can expect that there will be a great deal more such crimes than we have seen up until now. Yet any public discussion of this problem thus far has been stifled completely with claims that such concerns are “Islamophobic” and “racist.”

			The supposedly enlightened, non-bigoted stance is to find other explanations, however implausible, for the spike in rape rates in the West, and steadfastly to ignore, or deny outright, that there is or could be any connection between the growth of Islam and rising rape rates.

			Societies with a healthy sense of self-preservation, however, and those may not include some of the great nations of Western Europe in these dark days, cannot afford to take refuge in fantasies and self-delusion. If there is a connection between Islam and the rape of infidel women, Western authorities would be doing an extraordinary disservice to their own people if they ignored or discounted it.

			This book, therefore, explores the issue of Islam and rape, and is offered with love in particular to the citizens of the countries where the rape rates have risen most sharply. May it be an impetus for them to find their way back to sane, rational, and humane policies to deal with this growing problem.
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			Chapter One

			Islam Forbids Rape, But…

			Islam forbids rape

			Could it possibly be that Islam, which is taken for granted as being one of the great religions of the world, actually condones the rape of infidel women?

			For many, the question itself is inconceivable, and to be dismissed out of hand. There is the widespread assumption, particularly in the West, that anything that bears the name of “religion” exhorts its adherents to be kind, charitable, and magnanimous to all, and to observe generally recognized moral standards.

			In the case of rape and Islam, also, there is plenty of evidence that it is just as much of a crime in Islam as it is in other contexts. “The punishment for rape in Islam,” says the popular fatwa site Islam Question & Answer, “is the same as the punishment for zina, which is stoning if the perpetrator is married, and one hundred lashes and banishment for one year if he is not married.”12

			As if that weren’t clear enough, the site adds that “the Arabic word ightisab refers to taking something wrongfully by force. It is now used exclusively to refer to transgression against the honour of women by force (rape).” It explicitly rules out the idea that a rapist could or should marry his victim:

			Rape is an abhorrent crime that is forbidden in all religions and in the minds of all wise people and those who are possessed of sound human nature. All earthly systems and laws regard this action as abhorrent and impose the strictest penalties on it, except a few states which waive the punishment if the rapist marries his victim! This is indicative of a distorted mind let alone a lack of religious commitment on the part of those who challenge Allah in making laws. We do not know of any love or compassion that could exist between the aggressor and his victim, especially since the pain of rape cannot be erased with the passage of time – as it is said. Hence many victims of rape have attempted to commit suicide and many of them have succeeded. The failure of these marriages is proven and they are accompanied by nothing but humiliation and suffering for the woman.13

			Islam Question & Answer adds that “Islam has a clear stance which states that rape is haram and imposes a deterrent punishment on the one who commits it. Islam closes the door to the criminal who wants to commit this crime. Western studies have shown that most rapists are already criminals who commit their crimes under the influence of alcohol and drugs, and they take advantage of the fact that their victims are walking alone in isolated places, or staying in the house alone.”14

			But immodest women may be to blame

			Intriguingly, however, Islam Question & Answer’s explanation of why rape is a crime quickly turns from this to considerations about female modesty that veer close to blaming the victim: “These studies also show that what the criminals watch in the media and the semi-naked styles of dress in which women go out, also lead to the commission of this reprehensible crime. The laws of Islam came to protect women’s honour and modesty. Islam forbids women to wear clothes that are not modest and to travel without a mahram [close male relative]; it forbids a woman to shake hands with a non-mahram man.”15

			Islam Question & Answer also suggests that rape can in some circumstances be a result of a couple’s lack of self-control: “Islam encourages young men and women to marry early, and many other rulings which close the door to rape. Hence it comes as no surprise when we hear or read that most of these crimes occur in permissive societies which are looked up to by some Muslims as examples of civilization and refinement!”16 This became the occasion for a little America-bashing: “In America – for example – International Amnesty stated in a 2004 report entitled ‘Stop Violence Against Women’ that every 90 seconds a woman was raped during that year. What kind of life are these people living? What refinement and civilization do they want the Muslim women to take part in?”17

			Pakistani Sharia judge Fida Mohammed Khan was adamant about the evil of rape, saying: “The zina [sexual crime] ordinance protects the honour of women and their families. For us, women are the jewel of creation; the respect we show them, particularly as mothers, is without equal anywhere. Islam believes fornication and adultery undermines their dignity and, to protect the moral and ethical values of the community as a whole, considers it just and proper to punish those who have offended. Rape is an even more serious offence.”18

			The chief justice of Pakistan’s Sharia court, Mehboob Ahmed, followed Islam Question & Answer in favorably comparing his country’s view of women, and of rape, with that of the West: “I really don’t know why this particular law gets people so worked up. With the greatest respect, I think women in western societies are not respected as much as they are in ours. Male chauvinism in the West has seen to it that the law is flexible enough for them to molest women with impunity. But we cannot allow such attitudes to dominate to the detriment of our women; it is precisely the zina ordinance that gives them security and freedom.”19

			During one of his popular speeches defending Islam and purporting to answer questions from Muslims, the internationally renowned Indian Muslim preacher Zakir Naik was asked: “May Allah bless you! I have a query. May Allah forgive me if I’m saying something wrong. Allah is the most merciful and most gracious. If I rape a girl and kill her, but it is not proved in the court, resulting in my acquittal and freedom. After a long time, I truly repent for my actions before Allah as we know he can forgive all transgressions. However, if he forgives me too then where is the justice for the victim?”20

			In response, Naik first sounded a pious note: “It is Allah who has created death and life to test which of you is good indeed. So this life is a test for thereafter. We are being evaluated. Allah examines different people in different ways. He tests some people by giving them luxury or others through poverty.”21

			Then he said to the questioner: “You are correct. If an individual has committed acts of rape and murder but genuinely repents and seeks forgiveness, five essential criteria must be met. Firstly, one must acknowledge that their actions were wrong. Secondly, it is imperative to cease such behaviour immediately. Thirdly, there must be a commitment to never engage in these actions again. The fourth step involves seeking forgiveness from Allah. If all these conditions are satisfied, then, inshallah, forgiveness may be granted, even for grave sins such as rape and murder as he is the most gracious, the most merciful.”22

			Naik then began blaming rape on the immodestly dressed victims: “Coming to the second part, I would say no because both (the perpetrator [and the victim]) are undergoing a test in this world. Let me explain to you that Allah has provided specific guidelines for women, advising them to dress modestly and to cover their bodies, with certain exceptions such as the face. If, hypothetically, a woman chooses not to adhere to these rules and instead dresses in a manner deemed immoral, which may provoke inappropriate reactions leading to an act of rape, then who should be blamed? It is the girl’s responsibility.”23

			Naik followed this by an attempt to backtrack: “That doesn’t mean that the boy has the right to rape but besides him, the girl is also expected to observe the principles outlined in the Quran. She is accountable if she chooses to wear an outfit that could lead to such an act. On the other hand, if she is dressed decently and is still subjected to rape, the incident serves as a test for her. The critical consideration is whether she was following Allah’s recommendations concerning her attire. If she was not, she is responsible for attracting the rapist.”24

			Pakistan’s caveats

			Yet Pakistani law on rape contains some significant caveats. The International Journal of the Sociology of Law noted as far back as 1990 that “the Offense of Zina (Enforcement of Hudood) Ordinance, VII of 1979 provides for Islamic standards of proof and punishment for the crimes of adultery, fornication, rape, and prosecution. Punishments include stoning to death, amputation of limbs, whipping, imprisonment, and fines.”25

			However, Islam’s rules of evidence for such crimes make convictions difficult: “A confession by the rapist or testimony from four Muslim adult male witnesses constitutes proof for the more severe punishments, but these standards are so strict that no rapist has yet been punished this severely. Less stringent standards of proof apply to the less severe punishments, which also apply to fornication and adultery.” This applies, however, only to men, for a woman’s very accusation can be taken as self-incriminating: “In addition, women coming to court in a rape case risk conviction for fornication or adultery. Thus, the laws protect men against false accusations of rape, while female rape victims are vulnerable to accusation of a sexual crime.”

			The Islamic rules of evidence have devastating consequences in Pakistan. Journalist Valérie Ceccherini reported in 1999 that “a woman is raped every three hours in Pakistan. Sixty-five per cent of them are under age and one in four is the victim of a group rape. And according to Hina Jilani, a lawyer working for women’s rights, that is not the worst of it: ‘If a woman is raped but has no evidence to prove it, the very fact that she had admitted to the sexual act may lead to her own prosecution for adultery or fornication — zina.’”26

			Those whom your right hands possess

			Even worse, several passages of the Qur’an make it not at all clear that the prohibition of rape applies to non-Muslim women at all. The Qur’an tells Muslims to “marry the women who seem good to you, two or three or four, and if you fear that you cannot do justice, then one, or those that your right hands possess. In this way it is more likely that you will not do injustice.” (4:3) A bit later, the Qur’an enumerates the women whom a Muslim man is forbidden to marry: “Forbidden to you are your mothers, and your daughters, and your sisters, and your father’s sisters, and your mother’s sisters…” and so on (4:23). This long list concludes with this: “And all married women except those whom your right hands possess.” (4:24)

			The renowned medieval Qur’anic scholar, Ibn Kathir, whose commentary on the Qur’an is still widely popular among Muslims today, explains this passage by noting that Muslim males “are prohibited from marrying women who are already married,” but that there is one key exception to this rule: Muslims may marry, or simply have sexual relations, with “those whom you acquire through war, for you are allowed such women after making sure they are not pregnant.”27 Islamic law doesn’t allow a man to marry a married woman, but this poses no problem when it comes to captive women, for, as one manual of Islamic law stipulates, “when a child or a woman is taken captive, they become slaves by the fact of capture, and the woman’s previous marriage is immediately annulled.”28

			Ibn Kathir quotes a tradition of Muhammad in which the prophet of Islam allows his men to have sexual relations with captive women; nothing whatsoever is said about obtaining the women’s consent. “Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri said, ‘We captured some women from the area of Awtas who were already married, and we disliked having sexual relations with them because they already had husbands. So, we asked the Prophet about this matter, and this Ayah [verse] was revealed…Consequently, we had sexual relations with these women.’”29 Ibn Kathir adds that other respected Islamic authorities agree on this, including “At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i, Ibn Jarir and Muslim in his Sahih.”30

			The hadith collection Sahih Muslim, which Muslims consider along with Sahih Bukhari to be the most reliable source of traditions about Muhammad, contains a version of this story that differs only slightly from the one that Ibn Kathir records. Muhammad’s men hesitate before engaging in sex with the women they have captured, but once again neither the women’s marital status nor their consent is the issue. Instead, they are unsure that they should go ahead “because of their husbands being polytheists.”31 Muhammad, however, tells them that it is all right to go ahead.

			Sahih Muslim also contains another variant of this tradition, in which the men hesitate because they hope to exchange the captive women for ransom:

			Abu Sirma said to Abu Sa‘id al Khadri (Allah he pleased with him): O Abu Sa‘id, did you hear Allah’s Messenger mentioning al-azl [coitus interruptus]? He said: Yes, and added: We went out with Allah’s Messenger on the expedition to the Bi‘l-Mustaliq and took captive some excellent Arab women; and we desired them, for we were suffering from the absence of our wives, (but at the same time) we also desired ransom for them. So we decided to have sexual intercourse with them but by observing azl (Withdrawing the male sexual organ before emission of semen to avoid-conception). But we said: We are doing an act whereas Allah’s Messenger is amongst us; why not ask him? So we asked Allah’s Messenger, and he said: It does not matter if you do not do it, for every soul that is to be born up to the Day of Resurrection will be born.32

			Once again, no one involved seems troubled in the slightest degree by the question of whether or not these women consent to sexual intercourse. They are captives. They are slaves. Consent is simply not a factor.

			Not in marriage, either

			In fact, consent wasn’t a factor in Islamic marriage, either. A hadith depicts Muhammad saying: “If a husband calls his wife to his bed [i.e. to have sexual relation] and she refuses and causes him to sleep in anger, the angels will curse her till morning.”33

			And: “By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad! No woman can fulfill her duty towards Allah until she fulfills her duty towards her husband. If he asks her (for intimacy) even if she is on her camel saddle, she should not refuse.”34

			If wives had no right to refuse sexual relations, what chance did slave women have?
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			Chapter Two

			The Spoils of War

			Spoils of war

			A twentieth-century commentary on the Qur’an, the Tafsir Anwarul Bayan, reflects the same understanding of the passage, and defends the practice as a just punishment for the unbelievers’ refusal to accept Islam: “During Jihad (religion war), many men and women become war captives. The Amirul Mu’minin [leader of the believers, or caliph—an office now vacant] has the choice of distributing them amongst the Mujahidin [warriors of jihad], in which event they will become the property of these Mujahidin. This enslavement is the penalty for disbelief (kufr).”35

			The same Qur’an commentary specifies that the rules about taking infidel women captive and enslaving them do not apply only to the Muslims of Muhammad’s time, but for all time: “None of the injunctions pertaining to slavery have been abrogated in the Shari’ah. The reason that the Muslims of today do not have slaves is because they do not engage in Jihad (religion war). Their wars are fought by the instruction of the disbelievers (kuffar) and are halted by the same felons. The Muslim [sic] have been shackled by such treaties of the disbelievers (kuffar) whereby they cannot enslave anyone in the event of a war. Muslims have been denied a great boon whereby every home could have had a slave. May Allah grant the Muslims the ability to escape the tentacles of the enemy, remain steadfast upon the Din (religion) and engage in Jihad (religion war) according to the injunctions of Shari’ah. Amen!”36

			The Qur’an returns to the theme of the captives of the right hand later, stating: “O prophet, indeed, we have made lawful to you your wives to whom you have paid their dowries, and those whom your right hand possesses of those whom Allah has given you as spoils of war,” and on through the list of women with whom sexual relations are permitted (33:50). From this passage we learn that “those whom your right hands possess” are “the spoils of war,” just as a Pakistani Christian had stated about how the Muslims in his country viewed non-Muslim women.

			Another Qur’anic passage makes it absolutely clear that Muslim men may use those whom their right hands possess in a sexual manner: “The believers are successful indeed, who are humble in their prayers, and who shun vain conversation, and who give alms, and who guard their private parts, except from their wives or those that their right hands possess, for then they are not blameworthy.” (23:1–6)

			Another influential commentary on the Qur’an, the Tafsir al-Jalalayn, explains this verse in a straightforward manner: One must guard one’s private parts “except from their wives or those they own as slaves, in which case they are not blameworthy in approaching them.”37 A twentieth-century Islamic scholar of international renown, Syed Abul Ala Maududi, agrees, saying that in this Qur’an verse, “it is made clear that one need not guard one’s private parts from two kinds of women – one’s wives and slave-girls.”38

			One other Qur’an passage reiterates the major points of all this: “Indeed, the torment of their Lord is before which no one can feel secure and those who preserve their chastity except with their wives and those whom their right hands possess, for thus they are not blameworthy.” (70:28–30)

			Concubines from the Byzantines

			The Qur’an states: “They tried previously to cause sedition and raised difficulties for you until the truth came and the decree of Allah was made clear, though they disliked it. Among them is he who says, Give me permission and do not tempt me. Surely it is into temptation that they have fallen. Indeed, Gehenna truly is all around the unbelievers.”

			In his explanation of the context of various Qur’an passages, the eleventh-century Islamic scholar Ali ibn Ahmad al-Wahidi relates this verse to a story about Muhammad. “This was revealed,” al-Wahidi says, “about Jadd ibn Qays the hypocrite” when Muhammad was “preparing for the Battle of Tabuk,” an expedition against the Roman Empire that he is said to have undertaken a year and a half before his death.39 As al-Wahidi tells the story, Muhammad tried to entice Jadd to come along by telling him that he would be able to come home with slaves, including sex slaves: “O Abu Wahb, would you not like to have scores of Byzantine women and men as concubines and servants?” Abu Wahb, or “father of Wahb,” was Jadd ibn Qays.

			Jadd is depicted as replying: “O Messenger of Allah, my people know that I am very fond of women and, if I see the women of the Byzantines, I fear I will not be able to hold back. So do not tempt me by them, and allow me not to join and, instead, I will assist you with my wealth.”40 At this, says al-Wahidi, Muhammad “turned away from him and said: ‘I allow you,’ and so Allah, exalted is He, revealed this verse.”41

			Jadd’s response that he would “not be able to hold back” is odd, since Muhammad was trying to convince Jadd to come along on the basis of the fact that he would not have to hold back; he would be able to enjoy the Byzantine women to his heart’s content. His refusal to do so results in the Qur’anic condemnation.

			Jihadis prefer blondes

			In light of the behavior of so many twenty-first-century Muslim migrants in Britain and in many areas of Europe, it is noteworthy that in other versions of this story, Muhammad tries to tempt his men into going along on the expedition to attack the Romans precisely on the basis of the fact that their women are blondes.

			The scholar of the Arabs Ahmad M. H. Shboul notes that among the Arabs of the time of the origins of Islam, “the Byzantines as a people were considered as fine examples of physical beauty, and youthful slaves and slave-girls of Byzantine origin were highly valued… The Arab’s appreciation of the Byzantine female has a long history indeed. For the Islamic period, the earliest literary evidence we have is a hadith (saying of the Prophet). Muhammad is said to have addressed a newly converted [to Islam] Arab: ‘Would you like the girls of Banu al-Asfar?’”42 The very name “Banu al-Asfar” in reference to the Romans referred to their being blonde: the phrase means “Children of the Yellow Ones.” In his version of the story of Jadd ibn Qays, Ibn Kathir has him saying: “I fear that if I see the women of the yellow ones, I would not be patient.”43

			Shboul explains that “not only were Byzantine slave girls sought after for caliphal and other palaces (where some became mothers of future caliphs), but they also became the epitome of physical beauty, home economy, and refined accomplishments. The typical Byzantine maiden who captures the imagination of litterateurs and poets, had blond hair, blue or green eyes, a pure and healthy visage, lovely breasts, a delicate waist, and a body that is like camphor or a flood of dazzling light.”44

			Many of the women of Britain, Western Europe, and Scandinavia today could be described in much the same way.

			How contemporary Islamic authorities explain all this

			Islam Question & Answer contains this question: “In Ar-Raheeo Al Makhtum (The Sealed Nectar),” a popular biography of Muhammad, “the author says in the section called ‘The Prophet Household’ that the Prophet (S.A.W.) had four concubines. 1. Why is it that having concubines is not haram? 2. Can other muslims have concubines?”45

			The answer begins: “With regard to your question about it being permissible for a master to be intimate with his slave woman, the answer is that that is because Allaah has permitted it.”46 The author of the fatwa then quotes the Qur’an passage (23:6) about guarding one’s private parts except from his wives and those whom his right hand possesses. He offers one caveat, that the slave woman must not have been sold to someone else: “That is subject to the condition that he has acquired her in a proper manner, and that this slave woman has not been given by her master in marriage to another man to whom she is still married. The reason why this is permitted is that this slave woman belongs to him, either because he has paid money to buy her or he has fought for the sake of Allaah (and acquired her among the war booty).”47

			The fact that the slave woman must have been taken as the spoils of war was all-important. The site quotes a Shaykh al-Shanqeeti saying: “The reason for which people may be taken as slaves is if they are kaafirs [unbelievers] who are waging war against Allaah and His Messenger. If Allaah grants victory to the mujaahid [jihadist] Muslims, who are offering their souls, their wealth and all their resources and everything that Allaah has given them so that the word of Allaah might prevail over the kuffaar [unbelievers], then these kuffaar may become slaves, unless the imam chooses to let them go or to ransom them if that serves the interests of the Muslims.”48

			So Islam forbids rape, but it is clear from the Qur’an, the words of Muhammad according to Islamic tradition, and Islamic scholars that using captive women sexually is not considered rape. Infidel women can be taken as spoils of war, and what happens to them after that is entirely at the discretion of their Muslim captors.

			Rape as a weapon of war

			In one sense, Islam is not unique in this. Numerous cultures throughout history, and in our own age, accept rape as a justified weapon of war. A December 2004 Amnesty International report found rape being used to humiliate and demoralize enemy forces in conflicts in Colombia and Nepal as well as in Afghanistan, Chechnya, Iraq, and Sudan. The BBC noted that “the use of rape as a weapon of war goes back much further,” pointing to “the systematic rape of women in Bosnia, to an estimated 200,000 women raped during the battle for Bangladeshi independence in 1971, to Japanese rapes during the 1937 occupation of Nanking.”49

			To those examples could be added the notorious behavior of the Soviet troops invading National Socialist Germany in April 1945. Soviet commanders turned a blind eye to their soldiers’ engaging in the wholesale rape of German women, often thinking that the Germans deserved what they got after their unprovoked invasion of the Soviet Union that began in June 1941. Rape was a weapon of revenge and humiliation.

			Amnesty International’s Gita Sahgal insisted that these rapes were not principally a matter of taking “spoils of war,” and said that instead, “rape is often used in ethnic conflicts as a way for attackers to perpetuate their social control and redraw ethnic boundaries.” Sahgal explained: “Women are seen as the reproducers and carers of the community. Therefore if one group wants to control another they often do it by impregnating women of the other community because they see it as a way of destroying the opposing community.”50

			Islam is unique even in comparison to the acceptance of rape as a weapon of warfare in other cultures, for it combines all of these motivations. Infidel women are taken as the spoils of war, but the goal is ultimately the expansion of the Islamic community and the diminishment of the infidel community. And so rape of infidel women is also useful as a means to humiliate the defeated infidel force, as well as a means of social control and to aid in the redrawing of ethnic boundaries. On top of all that is the divine sanction given to it all. Rape of infidel women in a jihad war is not just something the commanders permit, as a means to humiliate the infidels. It is a holy act.

			Is there a war between Muslims and non-Muslims?

			Many would insist, however, that none of this illuminates the question of whether Islam condones the rape of infidel women, for in our own day, such rapes do not take place in the context of a war, as no war currently exists between the Islamic world and non-Muslims. However, this is to take a Western and modern view of what constitutes warfare.

			Islamic law regarding the obligation to jihad establishes a situation in which, at least in modern times, a state of perpetual war exists between the Islamic world and non-Muslims. Classic Sunni law stipulates that jihad is fard kifaya, that is, a general obligation upon the entire Muslim community. If some of the Muslims are discharging the responsibility of waging jihad, others need not do so. A manual of Islamic law explains that “jihad is a communal obligation…. When enough people perform it to successfully accomplish it, it is no longer obligatory upon others.”51

			However, there is a significant caveat. If infidels attack a Muslim land, the obligation to jihad becomes fard ayn, that is, required from each individual in the entire Muslim community worldwide. Once infidels attack, jihad is “obligatory for everyone” when “the enemy has surrounded the Muslims…on every side, having entered our territory, even if the land consists of ruins, wilderness, or mountains, for non-Muslim forces entering Muslim lands is a weighty matter that cannot be ignored, but must be met with effort and struggle to repel them by every possible means.” 52 In such cases, “every able bodied man who has reached puberty and is sane” must wage jihad.53

			Nowadays, numerous Islamic
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