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      When Charlie Ronquillo finds herself short-staffed for a couple of days, she finds help in the most unexpected person: Sid Agustin, her fruit and vegetable supplier, who was also the same guy who recently ghosted her. Left with no choice, she lets him help and discovers that there was more to their failed date than she knew. Will Charlie give this attraction another chance, or is it better to close the door and forget everything about it?
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        This story was first published in

        NomCom: Tropetastic Kindness Bundle in 2022.
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      This book is heat level 0 and follows #romanceclass guidelines requiring happily ever after (HEA)/happy for now (HFN) for romance. There is no mention of COVID-19, and the events described in this book occurred the year before the lockdown.

      

      #RomanceClass community heat levels:

      0 – No sex on or off the page

      1 – Off-page sex mentioned in the story

      2 – At least one “closed door” sex scene

      3 – At least one “open door” sex scene

      4 – “Open door” sex scenes, erotic romance elements, with HEA
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      "Ma'am Charlie, I'm sorry."

      Well, that didn't sound good.

      “Good morning, Kuya Ambo!” Charlie Ronquillo replied cheerfully, despite the sudden impending doom that descended on her. She usually didn’t get phone calls before her work day at Wraps & Roll started, especially one that began with an apology. That, and their trusty produce delivery guy, Kuya Ambo, was usually not this somber in the morning, so something must definitely be wrong. “Why are you saying sorry?”

      “Ma’am, I won’t be able to do the delivery today. I got sick.”

      Concern filled her, and she immediately felt bad for thinking of herself first. “Oh, I’m so sorry to hear that, Kuya. What happened?”

      “Just a little fever and body pains,” he replied, sounding a little sheepish. “Naulanan po kasi kahapon.”

      The weather had been a little fickle lately – blazing hot in the morning followed by rains in varying intensities by the afternoon and humidity all day. It had triggered Charlie’s everyday struggle with allergic rhinitis, which she was only winning because of her mother’s turmeric-ginger-lemon concoction that she made her drink every morning and her allergy medication.

      Kuya Ambo continued, “But don’t worry about me, ma’am. Konting pahinga lang kailangan. I called to tell you that I won’t be doing the delivery today.”

      Of course, Charlie didn’t expect him to show up if he wasn’t feeling well. But wait, did that mean there would be no delivery today at all?

      She inhaled sharply, glancing back at their stall as her brain ran through their current situation. If there were no deliveries today, where would she get her supplies for the day? Their produce arrived every other day, and while they usually didn’t run out of them too fast, they had a surprisingly big dinner rush last night. Since they dealt with fresh ingredients, they usually didn’t stock up on too many supplies because fruits and vegetables could go bad quickly. Charlie could probably get today’s produce from her contacts back when Wraps & Roll was just an online business, but that likely wouldn’t be enough, and they needed advance notice for larger orders. Going to the grocery was an option, but the prices were more than what she was willing to pay. The nearest palengke was their best bet, but it was nearly eight in the morning, and everyone knew that the best produce was available for the picking at dawn. Plus, they probably wouldn’t have all the fruits and veggies that they used for their menu. And oh god, it’s Wednesday, too, which meant it was also delivery day for their online orders, and those had been paid in advance – she couldn’t cancel them now.

      Maybe Ate Cams had some contacts? But did Charlie really want to ask for her help?

      She was so caught up in her problem-solving mode that she missed a chunk of what Kuya Ambo said next. “...is on his way there.”

      What? “I’m sorry, Kuya, I missed that. What did you say?”

      “Sir Isidro, ma’am. He’ll be taking over my delivery tasks in the meantime. Papunta na po siya diyan.”

      Sir Isidro…as in, Isidro Agustin, his boss? As in the person who helped Charlie get her business off the ground? Indirectly, anyway, because if it wasn’t for him – and their good prices on produce – she wouldn’t be able to open her stall.

      That Isidro Agustin?

      “Ma’am? Did you hear me? Hello, ma’am Charlie?”

      Oh, she hadn’t responded yet. “Okay, Kuya, I got it,” she replied. “Pagaling po kayo.”

      When Charlie returned to the stall, Mira, her good friend and Wraps & Roll assistant manager, paused from reviewing their online orders for the day and gave her a concerned look. “That phone call looked serious. What happened?”

      “Kuya Ambo is sick, and he won’t be doing the delivery today.” Charlie made her way to her usual seat in their stall, stopping briefly to tie her loose shoelace before taking a seat.

      “Do we need to go to the palengke?”

      “No need. We’ll still get it. Kuya Ambo’s boss will take over his route until he recovers.”

      “That’s nice of him.” Mira turned her focus back to the computer and went back to work. Then her typing stilled, and she whirled around to look at Charlie again. “Wait. You said his boss. Do you mean…?”

      Charlie nodded. “The one and only Isidro Agustin.”

      She still wasn’t sure what to make of this. Charlie started Wraps & Roll on Instagram, a side gig that she enjoyed alongside her corporate trainer job. She did everything by herself at home for the first year after her day job. Then it started to grow, with more customers and orders, so she took the leap and quit her job to do this full-time. Six months later, she learned about a new food park that opened near where she lived. She inquired about a stall, completed the necessary paperwork, recruited Mira and several staff, and opened their physical location at NomNom Commons Food Park, also known as NomCom.

      Charlie was thrilled at this development. But having a physical stall meant more overhead costs, like rent, electricity, and other taxes, so Charlie needed a new supplier for her produce to avoid increasing the price of their products. Through a series of connections starting from her sister’s boyfriend, Charlie got in touch with Labrador Farms, owned by Isidro Agustin, who gave her the best prices among all her options.

      It had been eight months since she had been running Wraps & Roll at NomCom, but she had never met the elusive Isidro Agustin. The only communication Charlie had with him was through Kuya Ambo and some emails, but she was pretty sure the latter was handled by a secretary or an account manager because the emails sounded far too youthful for someone who supposedly owned a business like this. There were no photos of him on their website or social media pages, either. Eventually, Charlie gave up trying to find out what he looked like and just imagined him as this rich, old man who had hundreds of staff working across their farms all over the country. Even his name sounded very respectable and formal that they couldn’t help but say it in full whenever they mentioned him.

      “I can’t believe he’s just going to take care of his employee’s tasks,” Charlie said. “Who does that?”

      “Oh, I know someone who does that all the time,” Mira scoffed. “I meant to work on our books this morning, like I always do, but I found someone else had already done it.”

      “I had the time last night! And at least it’s one task off your list,” Charlie pointed out with a pout. “Also, we’re a small business so we could use all the help we can get. Isidro Agustin, however, probably runs an empire. And it’s not like I do it all the time for you girls, right?”

      Sophie, Mira’s younger sister, and Fay, her friend, looked up from their stations at the back of the stall. A few seconds passed, then a giggle escaped Sophie’s lips, then they burst out laughing.

      “Sorry, Ate, but you do,” Sophie, the one in charge of their supplies and inventory, said apologetically. “The other day, you finished the inventory before I could do it.”

      “And sometimes, I’d come in and see the vegetables have been washed or chopped,” Fay, who handled most of the food prep, chimed in.

      “Fine,” Charlie grumbled, crossing her arms. She did tend to do all these things, even the ones assigned, or her team had volunteered to do. It’s just that she happened to have extra time sometimes, and it was easier to do it by herself so she could relieve them of the burden. And fine, it was also her way of making sure things were moving seamlessly, and it was easier to do things her way. But it was only because Wraps & Roll was her baby, and she didn’t want it to fail.

      Her phone beeped. Mam Charlie, Sir Isidro is already at the parking lot. Tnx. “Delivery’s here.”

      “I’ll get it.” Sophie rose from her seat.

      “No, it’s okay, I’ll handle this.”

      Mira snorted. “You were saying, Charlie?”

      Ignoring her friend, Charlie turned to Sophie. “Unless you want to meet Isidro Agustin?”

      Sophie froze, then immediately dropped back on the wooden stool. “On second thought, thank you, Ate Charlie!”

      NomCom booths were steel container-size stalls that were big enough for the four of them when they were in their own corners, but could quickly feel crowded when all of them were moving around during rush hours. Each stall had both front and back access, with the front serving as their customer-facing counter. As a rule, they used
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