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God does not change, but His revelation unfolds. The attributes of God are not altered by creation, covenant, judgement, incarnation, cross, resurrection, grace, or glory. God is eternally who He is. He does not become holy, loving, righteous, sovereign, faithful, merciful, wise, or true. He is these things in the perfection of His own being.

Yet Scripture does not reveal all things at once. God has spoken progressively, purposefully, and without contradiction. He has dealt with mankind through different administrations. He made promises to Abraham. He formed Israel under the law. He confirmed the promises made to the fathers through the earthly ministry of Christ. He raised the Lord Jesus from the dead. He revealed the mystery through Paul. He is now calling out the Church which is Christ’s Body under the dispensation of grace. He will yet fulfil His prophetic purpose for Israel and sum up all things in Christ, both things in the heavens and things on the earth.

Therefore, this book proceeds from one controlling conviction: the attributes of God must be studied through the whole Bible, but the whole Bible must be read rightly divided. All Scripture is profitable. Not all Scripture is addressed to the same people, under the same covenant, in the same administration, or for the same direct obedience.

The God who thunders at Sinai is the God who reveals grace through Paul. The God who covenants with Israel is the God who forms the Body of Christ. The God who promises a kingdom on earth is the God who blesses the believer today in the heavenly places in Christ. These truths do not compete. They stand in the order God has given them.

Right division does not divide God. It honours the order of His revelation. It refuses to make Scripture smaller by flattening its distinctions, and it guards the reader from confusing Israel with the Body of Christ, law with grace, prophecy with mystery, and earthly kingdom hope with the believer’s heavenly calling.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Preface

[image: ]


The study of God is never safe in careless hands. A man may speak often about God and still speak wrongly. He may quote Scripture and still mishandle it. He may defend an attribute of God while quietly reshaping that attribute according to inherited assumptions, church tradition, personal pain, or modern religious sentiment. The danger is not only unbelief. False familiarity can also do serious damage.

This book has been written from the conviction that God must be known as He has revealed Himself. Not guessed. Not edited. Not pressed into a system that blurs the distinctions Scripture itself makes. The attributes of God are often arranged as separate theological topics: God is eternal, God is holy, God is love, God is sovereign, God is faithful. Each statement is true, but truth can still be weakened by careless handling. If the attributes are treated as isolated ideas, they become abstract. If they are gathered from Scripture without regard to audience, covenant, dispensation, and progressive revelation, they can be distorted.

A verse from the law, a promise to Israel, a kingdom saying from the earthly ministry of Christ, a warning from Hebrews, and a statement from Paul’s epistles cannot simply be laid side by side as though they function identically for the believer today. That is not reverence. It is flattening. Scripture deserves better, because God has spoken with order, not confusion.

The God of Scripture is unchanging. His character does not develop, improve, soften, or mature. Yet the revelation of His purpose unfolds across time. Adam did not know what Abraham later knew. Abraham did not know what Moses later received. Moses did not know the full glory revealed in Christ. The Twelve, during the Lord’s earthly ministry, did not yet understand the meaning of His death and resurrection. Paul later received revelation from the risen Christ concerning the mystery, the Body of Christ, and the present dispensation of grace.

This is significant when studying the attributes of God. God’s holiness is revealed in creation, law, temple, judgement, Christ, the cross, and the believer’s calling under grace, but these are not the same administration. God’s faithfulness is seen in His promises to Israel and in His promises to the Body of Christ, but those promises should not be confused. God’s mercy toward Israel under covenant, His compassion during Christ’s earthly ministry, and His grace to sinners in Paul’s gospel all reveal the same God, yet they do not erase the distinctions within His Word.

The aim of this book is not to make doctrine colder. It is to make worship truer. A rightly divided approach does not shrink the Bible. It allows the whole Bible to speak with its own God-given order. Genesis must be allowed to be Genesis. The law must be allowed to speak as law. The prophets must retain their promises to Israel. The earthly ministry of Christ must be seen in relation to the promises made to the fathers. Acts must be read as a book of transition. Paul’s epistles must be received as the direct doctrinal instruction for the Church which is Christ’s Body. Hebrews through Revelation must be handled with care, seriousness, and profit, without being forced into the present dispensation where they do not belong.

This book is written for believers who want clarity without arrogance, reverence without vagueness, and doctrine without religious performance. It is also written for those who have sensed that much Christian teaching about God is true in fragments but confused in structure. The problem is often not that God’s attributes are denied. The problem is that Scripture is not being handled according to its own divisions.

The believer today does not stand under law, but under grace. He is not Israel. He is not waiting for covenant standing at Sinai. He is not seeking access through priesthood, sacrifice, temple, or earthly ordinance. He is complete in Christ, accepted in the Beloved, blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, sealed by the Holy Spirit, and called to walk worthy of that calling.

That standing does not lessen the majesty of God. It magnifies it. The God who needs nothing has given everything in Christ. The God who cannot lie has spoken peace through the blood of the cross. The God who judges sin has justified the ungodly by grace. The God who keeps His promises to Israel has also revealed riches of grace to Gentiles through the fall of Israel. The God who fills heaven and earth has made known His purpose to gather up all things in Christ.

These chapters are an attempt to behold that God without remaking Him. Read slowly. Test every claim by Scripture. Keep the audience in view. Watch the covenants. Notice the order of revelation. Distinguish prophecy from mystery, Israel from the Body of Christ, law from grace, earth from heaven, and the earthly ministry of Christ from His later revelation through Paul. Then worship the God who has spoken.
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This book should be read with an open Bible. The argument of these chapters depends on the conviction that Scripture is inspired, sufficient, and ordered by God. The reader is not asked to accept a claim because it is familiar, forceful, traditional, or attached to a theological label. Every doctrine must be tested by the written Word.

The phrase “rightly divided” is not used here as a slogan. It refers to the disciplined handling of Scripture according to its God-given distinctions. The whole Bible is for the believer’s learning. The whole Bible reveals the glory of God. Yet the whole Bible is not addressed to the same audience for the same direct obedience.

Commands given to Israel under the law must not be imposed upon the Body of Christ as though the cross, resurrection, ascension, and revelation of the mystery had not changed the believer’s standing. Promises concerning Israel’s kingdom hope must not be seized by the Church in a way that empties them of their prophetic meaning. Passages concerning tribulation, judgement, priesthood, covenant, kingdom, and restoration must be read where God placed them.

At the same time, no part of Scripture should be despised. The law reveals God’s holiness. The prophets display His faithfulness. The Gospels reveal Christ in His earthly ministry to Israel. Acts records the solemn transition as Israel rejects the renewed testimony and Paul’s ministry comes into view. Paul’s epistles unfold the gospel of grace, the believer’s position in Christ, and the doctrine of the Body. Hebrews through Revelation speak with weight, warning, hope, and profit when handled in their proper setting.

This book therefore seeks to hold two truths together without apology. God is one, eternal, and unchanging in His being. God has revealed and administered His purpose progressively across Scripture. These truths belong together. If God is divided, theology collapses. If Scripture is flattened, interpretation collapses.

The chapters that follow are not intended to exhaust the attributes of God. No creature can do that. They are intended to help the reader see God more clearly, read Scripture more carefully, and stand more firmly in the grace given to us in Christ Jesus.

Andrew J. Lamont-Turner

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

General introduction

[image: ]


The God who has spoken

Theology begins badly when it begins with man. It may sound reverent, but it soon bends toward human need, human fear, human imagination, and human control. The living God is not discovered by inward reflection, assembled from religious instinct, or improved by human feeling. He is known because He has spoken. He has made Himself known in creation, in His works, in His names, in His promises, in His judgements, in His covenants, in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the written Word He has given by inspiration.

That is where this book begins. Not with speculation. Not with the God modern religion prefers. Not with a vague supreme being who can be shaped into the likeness of any age. The God of Scripture is not waiting to be completed by our thought. He stands before us as the One who is, the One who speaks, the One who acts, and the One who must be believed as He has revealed Himself.

The attributes of God are the revealed perfections of His own being. They are not parts added to Him. They are not qualities He borrows or develops. God is not made holy by opposing sin, though His holiness is displayed in that opposition. He is not made loving by saving sinners, though His love is made known with staggering clarity in Christ’s death for the ungodly. He is not made sovereign by ruling history, though His rule is seen in creation, providence, judgement, grace, and the appointed fullness of times. God is what He is eternally. His works reveal Him, but they do not make Him.

This is why the study of God’s attributes requires care. A careless reader can turn love into indulgence, sovereignty into fatalism, wrath into irritation, patience into indifference, holiness into distance, and grace into licence. The words remain biblical, but their meaning has been bent. The danger is serious because false ideas about God do not stay in books. They enter preaching, prayer, worship, counsel, assurance, evangelism, and ordinary Christian obedience.

The Church does not need a smaller doctrine of God. It needs a clearer one. Sentimental religion cannot steady the believer. A vague God cannot command the conscience. A god who merely reflects the instincts of the age cannot save, judge, promise, fulfil, or reveal. The believer needs to know the God who is there, the God who has spoken, the God who cannot lie.

Paul writes:

“Give diligence to present yourself approved by God, a workman who doesn’t need to be ashamed, properly handling the Word of Truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)

That command matters throughout this book. The God who has revealed Himself must be studied through the Word He has given, and that Word must be handled properly. The attributes of God are not an excuse for loose Bible reading. They require close attention to the order of Scripture.

The whole Bible and its God-given order

All Scripture reveals God, but not every passage reveals Him in the same setting, to the same people, under the same administration. This distinction is not a technical preference. It is necessary for faithful reading. Scripture did not arrive as a flat collection of devotional sentences. God spoke through history. He revealed truth progressively. He dealt with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Israel under the law, Israel under the prophets, Israel during the earthly ministry of Christ, Israel in the early chapters of Acts, and the Gentiles through Paul’s apostleship in ways that must be distinguished if Scripture is to be properly handled.

Paul writes:

“Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Every Scripture is God-breathed. Every Scripture is profitable. Nothing in this book will ask the reader to despise Moses, neglect the prophets, weaken the Gospels, dismiss Hebrews, or treat Revelation as irrelevant. The whole Bible belongs in the believer’s hands. Yet profitable does not always mean directly addressed to the believer today for the same form of obedience. A command to Noah is not a command to the Body of Christ to build an ark. Israel’s sacrifices reveal God’s holiness, sin’s seriousness, and the need for blood, but they are not instructions for the Church to resume temple worship. The Sermon on the Mount must be read in the setting of Christ’s earthly ministry to Israel and the kingdom proclamation, not flattened into Paul’s direct instruction to the Body of Christ.

This does not weaken Scripture. It protects it from misuse. God’s Word must be allowed to speak where God placed it. Audience matters. Covenant matters. Timing matters. The distinction between prophecy and mystery matters. Israel and the Body of Christ must not be confused. Law and grace must not be mixed. Earthly kingdom hope and heavenly calling must not be forced into one indistinct religious future.

The God who revealed Himself to Abraham is the same God who revealed the mystery through Paul. His character did not change. His administration did. That distinction will appear again and again in the chapters that follow because it is central to the argument of this book. God’s attributes are eternal, but His revelation of them unfolds across Scripture according to His purpose.

God’s holiness at Sinai is not contradicted by grace. God’s faithfulness to Israel is not cancelled by the present formation of the Body of Christ. God’s mercy in the earthly ministry of Christ does not erase the distinctive grace revealed through Paul. God’s wrath against sin is not softened by the gospel; it is answered righteously through the cross. God’s sovereignty does not blur His purposes for heaven and earth. It establishes them.

The Bible fits when it is read according to its own order.

God’s attributes and right division

The attributes of God must never be studied as though they float above Scripture. They must be traced through Scripture. God reveals His goodness in creation, His justice in judgement, His faithfulness in covenant, His holiness in the law, His mercy in His dealings with Israel, His patience in the delay of judgement, His love in the giving of His Son, His grace in the gospel committed to Paul, and His wisdom in the mystery now made known.

Yet these revelations must not be collapsed into one undifferentiated arrangement. The same attribute may appear in different dispensational settings, and those settings shape how the passage should be read and applied. God’s righteousness, for instance, is revealed in the law, but Paul later declares the righteousness of God apart from the law. Both are true. They do not speak from the same point in the unfolding revelation.

Paul writes:

“But now apart from the law, a righteousness of God has been revealed, being testified by the law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all those who believe.” (Romans 3:21-22)

The law testified to righteousness. It did not provide sinners with the power to establish their own righteousness before God. In Paul’s gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed apart from the law, through faith in Jesus Christ. That difference is not minor. It affects how we understand God, salvation, assurance, and the believer’s standing today.

The same care is needed with divine fatherhood. God is Father as Creator in one sense, Father of Israel nationally in another, Father of the Lord Jesus Christ uniquely, and Father of believers today by adoption in Christ. To say “God is Father” without making these distinctions may sound warm, but warmth is not the same as accuracy. Scripture gives the distinctions, and theology must honour them.

The same is true of God’s jealousy. In the law and the prophets, God’s jealousy is often tied to Israel’s covenant unfaithfulness and idolatry. In Paul’s epistles, the same God strips away boasting by placing salvation entirely on the ground of grace. God will not share His glory with idols, and He will not share the glory of salvation with human works. The attribute is the same. The setting differs.

This book will therefore ask more than, “What does this attribute mean?” It will ask where the attribute is being revealed, to whom God is speaking, what administration is in view, how Christ is made known in that passage, and how the believer today should receive and apply the truth under grace.

That approach may feel slower than a simple topical study. It should. The subject is God. Haste is not a virtue here.

The God who is one and simple

When Christians speak about the attributes of God, they often do so as though God were made of separate qualities. They may imagine His holiness on one side and His love on another, His justice here and His mercy there, His wrath as something that must be balanced by His grace. This way of speaking may be familiar, but it can mislead the mind.

God is not assembled. He is not a collection of divine properties held together by willpower. He is one. His attributes are not detachable pieces of His nature. They are the perfection of the one living God.

This means God’s love is holy love. His mercy is righteous mercy. His wrath is truthful wrath. His patience is sovereign patience. His grace is wise grace. His justice is not loveless, and His goodness is not morally soft. God never acts against Himself. He never suspends one attribute in order to exercise another. He is always fully and perfectly Himself.

This is important because many errors begin by isolating an attribute. Some speak of love as though it cancels judgement. Others speak of sovereignty as though it makes prayer meaningless. Some speak of holiness as though it places God at an unreachable distance from the redeemed. Others speak of grace as though it made obedience optional. These mistakes do not usually begin with outright denial. They begin by exaggerating one truth until it distorts another.

Scripture does not permit that. At the cross, God’s attributes are not in conflict. They meet in perfect unity. God judges sin and justifies the ungodly. He displays wrath against sin and love toward sinners. He remains righteous while showing mercy. He fulfils His purpose without injustice. He saves by grace without treating evil lightly.

Paul writes:

“being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God sent to be an atoning sacrifice through faith in his blood, for a demonstration of his righteousness, because in God’s forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed, to demonstrate his righteousness at this present time; that he might himself be just, and the justifier of him who has faith in Jesus.” (Romans 3:24-26)

That is not sentimental religion. It is the moral glory of God revealed in the saving work of Christ. God is just, and He is the justifier. Grace does not bypass righteousness. Grace reigns through righteousness because Christ has died and risen again.

The revelation of God in Christ

The attributes of God are not finally known by abstract definition. They are revealed in Christ. He is not merely a teacher who speaks about God. He is the Son who makes the Father known. He is the image of the invisible God. In Him all the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily.

John writes:

“No one has seen God at any time. The one and only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, has declared him.” (John 1:18)

Christ reveals God truly. His compassion is not merely human kindness. His authority is not merely prophetic boldness. His holiness is not merely moral seriousness. His judgement is not merely severe speech. His death is not merely martyrdom. His resurrection is not merely vindication. In Him, God is made known with final clarity.

Yet here also the Word must be rightly divided. Christ’s earthly ministry must be read in its proper setting. He came as Israel’s Messiah. He confirmed the promises made to the fathers. He proclaimed the kingdom. He ministered under the law. He sent the Twelve to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He exposed Israel’s leaders and prepared His disciples for their appointed role in the kingdom testimony.

Paul writes:

“Now I say that Christ has been made a servant of the circumcision for the truth of God, that he might confirm the promises given to the fathers.” (Romans 15:8)

That statement must be allowed to stand. It does not diminish Christ’s glory. It gives His earthly ministry its covenantal setting. The Lord Jesus came to Israel according to promise. The nations were always in God’s purpose, but the manner and timing of Gentile blessing must be read according to the order of revelation.

After the resurrection and ascension, the same Lord revealed further truth through Paul. This was not a rival message from another source. Paul’s gospel came by revelation of Jesus Christ. The mystery was not made known in previous generations as it has now been revealed. The Body of Christ, the present dispensation of grace, the believer’s heavenly position, and the one new man were disclosed through the risen Christ’s appointed apostle to the Gentiles.

Paul writes:

“For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles, if it is so that you have heard of the administration of that grace of God which was given me toward you, how that by revelation the mystery was made known to me, as I wrote before in few words.” (Ephesians 3:1-3)

This is essential for the whole book. Christ must be known according to the fullness of Scripture. He is Israel’s Messiah, the crucified and risen Redeemer, the Head of the Body, the coming Judge, and the One in whom God will sum up all things. These truths belong together, but they must not be blurred.

The attributes of God are revealed in Christ, but Christ Himself must be read according to Scripture’s order.

The believer’s standing under grace

This book is not written from a distance. The doctrine of God reaches the believer’s conscience, confidence, worship, and daily walk. To know God rightly is to stand more firmly. To know Him wrongly is to live in confusion, even when using biblical language.

The believer today stands under grace. That is not a mood, an attitude, or a loose way of saying that God is kind. It is a dispensational reality grounded in the finished work of Christ and revealed with clarity through Paul’s gospel. The believer is not under the Mosaic law. He is not Israel under covenant discipline. He is not seeking access through temple, priesthood, sacrifice, circumcision, sabbath obligation, feast days, or earthly ordinances. He is accepted in Christ, sealed by the Spirit, joined to the Body, and blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.

Paul writes:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” (Ephesians 1:3)

This standing must shape the application of every attribute. God’s holiness does not place the believer back under law. It calls him to walk consistently with who he is in Christ. God’s righteousness does not leave the believer trying to establish his own standing. It teaches him to rest in the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel. God’s faithfulness does not give the Church permission to seize Israel’s promises. It teaches believers to trust what God has actually spoken to them under grace, while honouring His promises to Israel in their proper place.

God’s patience in this present age does not mean judgement has disappeared. It means the riches of His longsuffering are being displayed while the gospel of grace goes out to sinners. God’s sovereignty does not mean the believer should collapse into passivity. It means God’s eternal purpose in Christ will stand, even when the present age looks confused and hostile. God’s love does not mean the believer is excused from doctrine. It means he is rooted and grounded in a love revealed through Christ, not in sentiment.

The Christian life must be lived from the believer’s position in Christ. Doctrine comes first. Walk follows. Paul’s letters repeatedly move this way. He tells believers who they are in Christ before instructing them how to walk. That order is not accidental. Grace establishes before it instructs.

Why these chapters are needed

Much modern teaching about God is fragmented. One sermon emphasises love without holiness. Another emphasises judgement without grace. Some speak of sovereignty but seem uncomfortable with responsibility. Others speak of intimacy with God while neglecting reverence. Many quote freely from across Scripture but give little attention to where those passages belong in the unfolding purpose of God.

The result is not always open heresy. Often it is a softer confusion. Believers are told they are under grace, then threatened with law. They are told to claim Israel’s covenant promises, then given no account of Israel’s future restoration. They are taught to imitate the Gospels without understanding the setting of Christ’s earthly ministry. They are sent to Acts for church practice without recognising its transitional character. They are told to follow Jesus while Paul’s distinctive apostleship is treated as an optional theological complication.

This affects the doctrine of God directly. If Scripture is mishandled, God’s attributes will be misread. His faithfulness may be turned into a vague promise to fulfil our private plans. His goodness may be measured by comfort. His justice may be softened because people dislike judgement. His grace may be mixed with works because readers have not distinguished law from grace. His sovereignty may be detached from the actual structure of His purpose for Israel and the Body of Christ.

This book seeks to resist that confusion. It will not attempt to say everything that could be said about God. No book can. It will not remove mystery from the doctrine of God, because the creature cannot master the Creator. It will not pretend that every question is simple. Yet it will insist that Scripture is not chaos. God has spoken with order. His Word can be handled clearly. His attributes can be studied with reverence and doctrinal precision.

The aim is worship governed by truth.

How to read this book

Read with an open Bible. Do not treat these chapters as a substitute for Scripture. Test the claims. Look up the passages. Notice the audience. Ask what has already been revealed at that point in Scripture and what has not yet been revealed. Pay attention to Israel, the nations, the Body of Christ, law, grace, prophecy, mystery, earth, heaven, promise, fulfilment, postponement, and future restoration.

Each chapter will define an attribute, trace it through Scripture, consider how it is revealed in Christ, and apply it to the believer today under grace. The structure is intentional. It is meant to prevent the attributes from becoming abstract concepts and to prevent application from being torn away from proper interpretation.

Some chapters may challenge familiar ways of speaking. That is not a reason to reject them. Familiar language may be true, but it still needs testing. Other chapters may confirm what the reader already believes while giving it sharper biblical structure. That is also valuable. Clarity is not novelty. Often the deepest correction comes when old truths are placed back in their proper order.

The reflection questions at the end of each chapter are not filler. They are meant to slow the reader down. Doctrine should search the heart, but it should also sharpen the mind. A reader should finish each chapter asking not only, “How does this comfort me?” but also, “Have I read the relevant passages carefully? Have I confused what God has distinguished? Have I allowed the attribute to be defined by Scripture rather than by assumption?”

The questions matter because the knowledge of God is not decorative. It forms the believer’s judgement. It exposes falsehood. It strengthens assurance. It deepens worship. It humbles pride. It makes the gospel clearer. It steadies the soul when the age becomes loud, unstable, and religiously confused.

The God who steadies His people

The believer does not need a God reduced to usefulness. He needs the God who is. The eternal God. The self-existent God. The holy God. The God of righteousness, wrath, mercy, grace, truth, wisdom, and love. The God who made promises to Israel and will keep them. The God who revealed the mystery and is now forming the Body of Christ. The God who has blessed believers in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. The God who will sum up all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.

Paul writes:

“making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in him to an administration of the fullness of the times, to sum up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in him.” (Ephesians 1:9-10)

That is where history is going. Not toward accident. Not toward defeat. Not toward a world finally governed by human wisdom. God’s purpose stands in Christ. Israel’s hope will not fail. The Body of Christ will not be abandoned. Grace will not be wasted. Judgement will not be unjust. Evil will not have the last word.

The attributes of God are not abstract theology. They are the revealed glory of the God who cannot fail. They tell the believer why grace is secure, why Scripture must be handled carefully, why worship must be governed by truth, and why the soul can stand when everything else shifts.

God has spoken. He has not spoken carelessly. Now we must read carefully, believe what He has said, and behold Him without remaking Him in our image.
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God must not be imagined before He is heard. That is where all faithful theology begins. The living God is not assembled from the fragments of human fear, longing, culture, pain, religious habit, or inherited church language. He is not the largest version of ourselves. He is not an improved man, a spiritual force, a distant principle, or a comforting idea made useful for hard days. He is God, and He has revealed Himself.

That truth brings the reader under authority at once. We do not begin this study by asking what kind of God we would prefer, what kind of God our age can accept, or what kind of God feels manageable. We begin with the written Word. Scripture must govern our speech about God, because God alone has the right to define Himself. Every chapter that follows in this part rests on that conviction. Theology begins with God, not man, and when it begins elsewhere it quickly becomes idolatry with better vocabulary.

The attributes of God are not abstract qualities floating above the Bible. They are the revealed perfections of the living God Himself. God is not holy because He learned to oppose evil. He is not wise because history trained Him. He is not loving because sinners awakened compassion in Him. He is not sovereign because creation gave Him something to rule. God is eternally who He is. His works reveal Him, but they do not produce Him. His judgements display His righteousness, His promises display His faithfulness, His grace displays His goodness, and His saving work in Christ displays the glory that belonged to Him before anything was made.

This is why the study of God requires reverence. A careless doctrine of God does not stay in the study. It enters prayer, preaching, worship, assurance, counsel, evangelism, and the ordinary decisions of Christian life. A distorted view of God will eventually produce distorted living. If God’s holiness is softened, sin becomes less serious. If His love is detached from righteousness, grace becomes indulgence. If His sovereignty is treated as fatalism, obedience loses urgency. If His faithfulness is confused with our desire to claim every biblical promise for ourselves, Scripture is made to serve sentiment rather than truth.

Paul’s doxology presses the mind into humility: “Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgements, and his ways past tracing out! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor?’ ‘Or who has first given to him, and it will be repaid to him again?’ For of him, and through him, and to him are all things. To him be the glory for ever! Amen” (Romans 11:33-36). That is not ornamental language. It is the proper collapse of creaturely pride before the wisdom, knowledge, judgement, and glory of God.

Yet reverence does not mean vagueness. The God who exceeds our comprehension has spoken clearly. He has revealed Himself through creation, promise, law, prophecy, the earthly ministry of Christ, the apostolic witness, and the revelation of the mystery committed through Paul. These are not competing voices. They belong to the ordered unfolding of one divine purpose in Christ. The question is not whether all Scripture reveals God. It does. The question is whether we will let each passage speak from the place where God put it.

That is why right division is essential from the beginning. Paul writes, “Give diligence to present yourself approved by God, a workman who doesn’t need to be ashamed, properly handling the Word of Truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Proper handling is not optional for those who speak of God. It is not enough to quote Scripture accurately if we use it carelessly. A verse from the law, a promise to Israel, a warning tied to tribulation, a kingdom command from the earthly ministry of Christ, and direct instruction to the Body of Christ in Paul’s epistles must not be flattened into one undifferentiated religious message.

All Scripture is profitable, but not all Scripture is addressed to the same people under the same administration. Paul writes, “Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). That statement protects the whole Bible from neglect. Genesis is profitable. The law is profitable. The prophets are profitable. The Gospels are profitable. Hebrews through Revelation are profitable. But profitable does not always mean direct instruction to the believer today in the same form of obedience.

A command given to Noah does not make ark-building the calling of the Church. Israel’s sacrifices reveal God’s holiness, the seriousness of sin, and the need for blood, but they do not send the believer back to an altar. Christ’s words during His earthly ministry must be received with full reverence, yet His ministry must be read in relation to Israel, the law, the kingdom, and the promises made to the fathers. Paul’s epistles must be received as the risen Christ’s direct doctrinal instruction for the Church which is His Body in the present dispensation of grace.

This distinction does not divide God. It honours the order of His revelation. God does not change, but His administrations differ. The God who judges at Sinai is the God who reveals grace through Paul. The God who covenants with Israel is the God who forms the Body of Christ. The God who promises a kingdom on earth is the God who blesses the believer today with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. The distinctions are not signs of contradiction. They are signs that God has revealed His purpose progressively and wisely.

Chapter 1 will therefore begin by showing why the attributes of God are not abstract theology. They shape worship, doctrine, assurance, obedience, and spiritual stability. To know God rightly is not to collect information about Him. It is to be corrected by His revelation, steadied by His character, and drawn away from the small gods of fear, sentiment, and religious performance. The believer today must know God through the whole Bible, rightly handled, with Paul’s epistles giving direct doctrinal instruction for the Body of Christ.

Chapter 2 will confront the danger of remaking God in our image. Idolatry is not limited to carved images, religious statues, or ancient shrines. Fallen man can form an idol in thought, vocabulary, worship style, or theological emphasis. A god who never contradicts our instincts is not the God of Scripture. A god who merely affirms the age is too small to save it. Scripture corrects imagination, and this present age needs a God-centred theology that does not confuse grace with indulgence or kindness with moral softness.

Chapter 3 will establish the framework of knowing God rightly divided. God’s character is unchanging, but His dealings with mankind unfold through distinct administrations. Israel and the Body of Christ must not be confused. Prophecy and mystery reveal one purpose in Christ, but they are not the same revelation. This chapter is important because many errors in the doctrine of God arise not from denying an attribute, but from mishandling the passages through which that attribute is revealed.

Chapter 4 will explain the unchanging God and His changing administrations. Divine immutability does not mean that every command in Scripture functions identically today. God’s being does not change. His holiness, truth, righteousness, mercy, wisdom, and faithfulness are eternally perfect. Yet His dealings with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Israel under law, Israel under kingdom proclamation, and the Church under grace are not identical. Progressive revelation does not imply contradiction. It protects the unity of Scripture by allowing each part of God’s Word to stand in its proper place.

Chapter 5 will bring this opening part to Christ, the centre of all God’s revelation. Right division is not a system placed above Christ. It is a way of seeing Christ according to Scripture. He is the promised seed, Israel’s Messiah, the crucified Redeemer, the risen Lord, the Head of the Body, and the coming King. His earthly ministry must be read in relation to Israel’s promises. His later revelation through Paul must be received as the instruction of the risen and ascended Lord. The cross stands at the centre of God’s purpose, and all things will be summed up in Christ.

Paul writes that God made known “the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in him to an administration of the fullness of the times, to sum up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in him” (Ephesians 1:9-10). That is the horizon of this study. God will not leave His purpose scattered. He will bring all things under Christ, without erasing the distinctions He Himself has revealed.

This first part is therefore methodological, but not merely methodological. It is theological, pastoral, and necessary. Before we speak of God’s eternity, self-existence, self-sufficiency, infinity, immutability, spirituality, personality, and triune life, we must know how to speak of Him at all. We must learn to let Scripture correct our assumptions. We must resist the instinct to make God useful before we have bowed before Him as true. We must handle the Word of Truth with care, because the God who has spoken is not honoured by careless speech.

The study of God begins with reverence, but reverence does not stand still. It listens. It reads carefully. It distinguishes what God has distinguished. It refuses to steal from Israel, blur the Body of Christ, mix law with grace, flatten prophecy into mystery, or place the believer under an administration God has not given him. Then it worships, not vaguely, but with sharper sight.

God has revealed Himself. The task now is to behold Him without remaking Him.
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Chapter 1: Why the attributes of God are not abstract theology
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Theology begins with God, or it begins badly. That is not a slogan for theological textbooks. It is the dividing line between reverence and confusion. If we begin with man, even a religious man, we will make God answer our anxieties, our preferences, our inherited traditions, and our chosen forms of church life. We may still use biblical words. We may still speak about holiness, grace, love, sovereignty, judgement, and faithfulness. Yet the centre will have shifted. God will have become useful before He has been worshipped as true.

The attributes of God are not decorative doctrines. They are not advanced topics for those who have finished the practical parts of Christianity. They are the revealed perfections of the living God Himself. When Scripture teaches that God is holy, righteous, wise, faithful, eternal, merciful, truthful, and sovereign, it is not describing detached qualities that God happens to possess. It is making known the God who is. His attributes are not additions to His being. They are not moods that rise and fall. They are not roles He adopts when creation requires them. God is eternally Himself, and everything He does reveals Him without improving Him.

This is important because a weak doctrine of God does not stay private. It spreads through the life of the believer. It alters prayer, loosens doctrine, confuses worship, weakens assurance, and bends obedience into either fear or self-confidence. A person who thinks carelessly about God will eventually read Scripture carelessly. A church that speaks often about God but mishandles His Word will train people to live by fragments rather than truth. The result may sound warm, but it will not be stable.

Paul’s doxology in Romans 11 brings us to the proper starting point:

“Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past tracing out! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor?’ ‘Or who has first given to him, and it will be repaid to him again?’ For of him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” (Romans 11:33-36)

Those words do not invite casual admiration. They humble the reader. Paul has just traced God’s dealings with Israel, the Gentiles, unbelief, mercy, hardening, riches, fullness, and future restoration. He does not end with man’s cleverness. He ends with God. His wisdom is deep. His knowledge is beyond creaturely measurement. His ways are not open to human management. No one has instructed Him. No one has supplied Him. All things are of Him, through Him, and to Him.

That is the proper atmosphere for studying the attributes of God. We are not handling religious material. We are speaking of the One from whom all things come, by whom all things are sustained, and to whom all things move. Doctrine must therefore become worship without ceasing to be doctrine. Reverence must become careful thought, not vague feeling. The mind must bow, but it must not switch off.

Theology begins with God, not man

Much religious confusion begins because theology is treated as a response to human need. People ask what comforts us, what strengthens us, what explains our pain, what gives meaning to our life, what helps us raise families, build churches, survive suffering, and face death. These are serious questions, and Scripture addresses them. Yet they must not be first. If man’s need becomes the organising centre of theology, God is quietly turned into an answer to us rather than the Lord before whom we stand.

Scripture begins differently. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). Before man speaks, works, sins, asks, worships, or rebels, God is there. He is not introduced, explained, defended, or improved. He acts. Creation does not bring Him into being. History does not give Him purpose. Worship does not make Him glorious. God is already God.

This order corrects the human instinct to make theology therapeutic before it is true. The knowledge of God certainly comforts the believer, but comfort is not the measure of truth. God’s sovereignty steadies the soul, but it also humbles human pride. God’s holiness purifies worship, but it also exposes sin. God’s grace brings peace, but it also strips away boasting. God’s love assures the believer, but it does not grant permission to reshape Him into a soft reflection of modern sentiment.

Theology that begins with man will usually make God smaller. It may speak of His love while avoiding His wrath. It may celebrate His nearness while forgetting His holiness. It may proclaim His grace while ignoring His righteousness. It may defend His sovereignty in a way that dulls responsibility, or defend responsibility in a way that weakens His rule. The imbalance may seem subtle at first, but the damage grows. God is no longer received as He reveals Himself. He is adjusted.

Paul will not allow that. Romans 11:33-36 does not begin with human experience. It begins with the depth of God. It pushes the reader away from the illusion of mastery. God is not an object placed before the mind for inspection. He is the Lord whose wisdom, knowledge, judgements, and ways exceed us. We know Him truly because He has spoken, but we do not know Him exhaustively. We confess what He reveals, and we stop where Scripture stops.

This distinction is healthy. It keeps doctrine from arrogance. It also keeps humility from becoming vagueness. The creature cannot master the Creator, but the creature can believe what the Creator has said. God’s incomprehensibility does not make Him unknowable. It means He is never reduced to the measure of our understanding. The mind is not abandoned. It is disciplined.

The attributes are the revealed perfection of God Himself

The attributes of God are often treated as separate headings, and in one sense that is unavoidable. We must speak of God’s eternity, holiness, righteousness, omniscience, love, wisdom, faithfulness, and grace in order to understand what Scripture reveals. Yet we must remember that God is not made of parts. He is not a collection of divine qualities arranged in balance. He is one, living, simple, and perfect in Himself.

This guards us from a common mistake. We can speak as though God’s attributes compete with one another. We may imagine His mercy pulling against His justice, His love softening His wrath, or His grace requiring Him to relax His holiness. Scripture never presents God that way. God does not need to set aside one perfection in order to display another. His love is holy love. His mercy is righteous mercy. His wrath is not uncontrolled irritation, but the settled opposition of the Holy One to evil. His patience is not indifference. His sovereignty is not cold power. His grace is not moral looseness.

At the cross, this unity is displayed with astonishing force. God does not save sinners by ignoring sin. He does not justify the ungodly by pretending guilt is unreal. He does not reveal love by suspending righteousness. He gives His Son. Christ dies for sins. Blood is shed. Judgement falls. Mercy is given. Grace reigns, not by denying righteousness, but through the finished work of Christ.

Paul writes:

“being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God sent to be an atoning sacrifice through faith in his blood, for a demonstration of his righteousness, because in God’s forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed, to demonstrate his righteousness at this present time; that he might himself be just, and the justifier of him who has faith in Jesus.” (Romans 3:24-26)

God is just, and He is the justifier. That sentence should shape the whole Christian doctrine of salvation. Grace is not God being less just. Forgiveness is not God becoming less holy. The cross demonstrates His righteousness precisely because sin is not overlooked. The believer’s peace is therefore not built on divine leniency. It is built on redemption in Christ Jesus.

This is why the attributes cannot be treated as abstract concepts. If God’s righteousness is misunderstood, the gospel is weakened. If God’s holiness is lowered, the cross becomes less necessary. If God’s grace is detached from Christ’s blood, it becomes religious softness. If His truthfulness is ignored, His promises are handled loosely. If His faithfulness is blurred, Israel’s hope is spiritualised away and the Body of Christ is taught to claim promises never addressed to it.

A doctrine of God always leads somewhere. It either leads to worship governed by truth, or it leads to religious confusion dressed in biblical language.

Bad doctrine of God produces confused Christian living

The believer’s life is shaped by the God he believes he knows. This is not merely psychological. It is theological. A false or weakened view of God alters how a person hears Scripture, understands grace, handles guilt, thinks about suffering, measures obedience, and speaks to others about Christ.

If God is imagined mainly as a demanding supervisor, the Christian life becomes a system of performance. The believer may speak of grace, but he lives as though acceptance must be maintained by spiritual output. Prayer becomes anxious. Service becomes restless. Failure becomes catastrophic because the soul has not learned the security of standing in Christ. Such a person may look serious, but seriousness is not always faithfulness. Sometimes it is unbelief wearing religious clothing.

If God is imagined mainly as indulgent affection, the Christian life loses moral weight. Sin is renamed struggle, judgement is avoided, doctrine is treated as divisive, and holiness is reduced to emotional sincerity. The cross may still be mentioned, but its offence fades. Grace becomes permission to remain unchanged. That is not the grace revealed in Scripture. Paul writes, “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to the intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we would live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present age” (Titus 2:11-12).

Grace instructs. It does not merely soothe. It saves the believer from condemnation, and it trains him in a life consistent with the One who saved him. Yet that instruction must be understood under grace, not dragged back under law. God’s holiness does not place the Body of Christ under Israel’s covenant obligations. God’s righteousness does not send the believer to Moses as his rule of life. The Christian life is lived from union with Christ, not from Sinai.

If God’s sovereignty is handled badly, another kind of confusion appears. Some believers become passive, as though divine rule removes meaningful obedience. Others become suspicious of sovereignty because they fear it will make God severe or distant. Scripture gives neither option. God rules with wisdom. His purpose stands. Yet His Word still commands, teaches, warns, comforts, and instructs. The believer is not asked to solve the mystery of divine rule and human responsibility before obeying what God has plainly revealed.

If God’s faithfulness is mishandled, believers may claim promises without regard to audience or covenant. Israel’s land promises become private guidance texts. Kingdom promises become church-growth slogans. National restoration passages become general encouragements about personal success. The result feels devotional, but it is not careful. God’s faithfulness means He keeps His promises as He gave them, not as later readers prefer to reuse them.

This is not a small issue. When Israel’s promises are taken from Israel and absorbed into the Church, God’s faithfulness is not magnified. It is obscured. When the Body of Christ is placed under instructions given to Israel under law or in relation to the kingdom, grace is blurred. When Paul’s doctrine is treated as secondary, the believer’s present standing becomes unstable. Bad doctrine of God often begins with bad handling of Scripture.

Scripture must be handled according to its own order

The attributes of God must be studied through the whole Bible, but the whole Bible must be read rightly divided. This is not a narrow concern for specialists. It is a basic requirement of faithful reading. Paul writes:

“Give diligence to present yourself approved by God, a workman who doesn’t need to be ashamed, properly handling the Word of Truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)

The workman is not approved because he owns the Word, quotes the Word, admires the Word, or defends the Word loudly. He must handle it properly. Scripture can be mishandled. A true verse can be used wrongly. A biblical promise can be placed on the wrong audience. A command can be lifted from one administration and imposed upon people to whom God did not give it. This is not reverence. It is disorder.

Paul also writes:

“Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Every Scripture is God-breathed. Every Scripture is profitable. That must be said plainly. Right division is not permission to neglect any part of the Bible. Genesis reveals God. The law reveals God. The prophets reveal God. The Gospels reveal God. Acts reveals God’s dealings in transition. Hebrews through Revelation reveal God. No faithful reader should despise any Scripture.

Yet profitable does not mean every passage is addressed to the same people for the same direct obedience. God’s command to Noah to build an ark is profitable, but it is not the Church’s building programme. Israel’s sacrifices are profitable, but they are not the believer’s worship under grace. The command to keep Israel’s feasts is profitable, but it is not imposed on the Body of Christ. Christ’s earthly ministry is inspired, precious, and necessary, yet it must be read in relation to Israel, the law, the kingdom, and the promises made to the fathers.

Paul says, “Now I say that Christ has been made a servant of the circumcision for the truth of God, that he might confirm the promises given to the fathers” (Romans 15:8). That verse does not make Christ less glorious. It locates His earthly ministry within the covenantal purpose of God. The Lord Jesus came as Israel’s Messiah. He confirmed promises. He proclaimed the kingdom. He ministered under the law. He sent the Twelve in a mission that, at that time, was restricted to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 10:6).

The same risen Lord later revealed truth through Paul concerning the present dispensation of grace, the mystery, and the Church which is His Body. Paul writes, “For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles, if it is so that you have heard of the administration of that grace of God which was given me toward you, how that by revelation the mystery was made known to me, as I wrote before in few words” (Ephesians 3:1-3).

Those distinctions are not artificial. They are in the text. God’s character does not change, but His revealed dealings differ. The attributes of God must therefore be traced carefully across Scripture. His faithfulness to Israel does not become less real because He is now forming the Body of Christ. His grace to the Body of Christ does not cancel His prophetic purpose for Israel. His holiness revealed in the law is not contradicted by His grace revealed through Paul. The Bible fits when it is allowed to speak according to its own order.

Right division protects worship

Worship is not made truer by emotional force. It is made truer by the right knowledge of God. A congregation may sing with energy, pray with warmth, and speak often of God’s greatness, yet still be vague about who God is and what He is doing now. Feeling cannot correct falsehood. Sincerity cannot repair mishandled Scripture.

Right division protects worship because it refuses to praise God for things He has not said. It will not call God faithful by making Him break His promises to Israel and transfer them vaguely to the Church. It will not call God gracious by mixing grace with law and placing believers back under a covenant that was never given to the Body of Christ. It will not call God sovereign by flattening His purpose for heaven and earth into one indistinct plan. It lets God define His own glory.

Paul begins Ephesians with worship shaped by doctrine:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ; even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and without defect before him in love, having predestined us for adoption as children through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his desire, to the praise of the glory of his grace, by which he freely gave us favour in the Beloved.” (Ephesians 1:3-6)

This is not vague praise. It is specific. God is blessed as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Believers are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. The language is not earthly kingdom possession, land inheritance, temple access, or Israel’s national restoration. It is the believer’s present position in Christ under grace. It is heavenly. It is spiritual. It is grounded in God’s purpose before the foundation of the world. It leads to “the praise of the glory of his grace.”

The worship of the Body of Christ should be shaped by that standing. We do not approach God through earthly priesthood, sacrifice, temple, circumcision, feast days, or covenant ordinances given to Israel. We approach in Christ. We do not work for acceptance. We serve because we are accepted in the Beloved. We do not borrow Israel’s calling in order to feel significant. We rejoice in the grace given to us in Christ Jesus.

This does not make worship thin. It makes it honest. It gives the believer words that match his standing. It keeps gratitude from drifting into religious performance. It keeps humility from becoming uncertainty. It teaches the Church to praise God for what He has actually given under grace.

Right division protects assurance

Assurance suffers when Scripture is flattened. A believer hears Paul declare justification by grace through faith, then hears warnings from another setting applied directly to him without distinction. He is told he is complete in Christ, then told he must maintain covenant faithfulness as though he stood under Israel’s law. He is taught that salvation is a gift, then pressed into a system where visible ordinances, emotional intensity, or endurance under tribulation texts become the measure of his standing before God.

This confusion damages the soul. The believer begins to look inward for evidence strong enough to support peace. He examines the quality of his faith, the depth of his repentance, the intensity of his devotion, the consistency of his obedience, and the memory of his religious experiences. Self-examination has its place, but it cannot become the foundation of assurance. Christ is the foundation. The gospel of grace is the message by which the believer stands.

Paul writes:

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, that no one would boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

This is not a fragile statement. Salvation is by grace through faith. It is not of ourselves. It is the gift of God. It is not of works. Boasting is excluded. The believer’s assurance rests on God’s grace in Christ, not on the instability of his own performance.

Yet assurance does not produce carelessness. Paul continues, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). Good works follow salvation. They do not purchase it. The believer walks because he has been created in Christ Jesus. Grace establishes before it instructs. That order must not be reversed.

The attributes of God strengthen assurance when they are rightly understood. God’s truthfulness means He does not lie about the gospel. His righteousness means Christ’s finished work is sufficient. His faithfulness means He will not abandon what He has begun. His grace means the believer’s standing is not a wage. His wisdom means salvation is not an improvised repair, but part of His eternal purpose in Christ.

Assurance becomes unstable when attributes are detached from the right revelation. God’s faithfulness is not a blank cheque for whatever promise a believer wants to claim. God’s holiness is not a reason to place the believer under law. God’s justice is not a threat hanging over those justified in Christ. God’s fatherly care for the Body of Christ must be understood according to grace, not according to Israel’s covenant conditions. The distinctions are protective.

Right division protects obedience

Obedience matters. Grace does not make it optional. The believer is not under law, but he belongs to Christ. That difference is significant. Law and grace both speak of conduct, but they do not govern the believer in the same way. Under law, Israel was placed under a covenant with commands, ordinances, blessings, curses, priesthood, sacrifices, and national obligations. Under grace, the believer is identified with Christ in His death and resurrection, indwelt and sealed by the Spirit, and instructed to walk worthy of his calling.

Paul writes, “For sin will not have dominion over you. For you are not under law, but under grace” (Romans 6:14). He does not say, “You are not under law, therefore holiness no longer counts.” He says sin will not have dominion because the believer is not under law but under grace. Grace changes the realm, the power, and the motive of obedience.

This distinction is often lost. Some Christians fear that if the believer is not under the Mosaic law, there will be no moral seriousness. That fear misunderstands grace. Grace is not the absence of divine instruction. It is the present administration in which God saves, establishes, and teaches the believer in Christ apart from the law as covenant. Paul’s epistles are full of commands, but they are grounded in identity and grace, not in Israel’s covenant system.

The doctrine of God stands behind this. God’s holiness has not weakened. His righteousness has not been lowered. His hatred of sin has not faded. Yet the believer’s relationship to Him has changed through Christ. The believer is not standing at Sinai. He is not seeking righteousness through law. He is not approaching through Levitical priests. He is not under the covenant curses of Deuteronomy. He is in Christ.

That changes obedience deeply. The believer does not obey in order to become accepted. He obeys because he is accepted. He does not serve to complete what is lacking in Christ. He serves because he is complete in Him. He does not pursue holiness to create a standing before God. He walks in holiness because God has made him His workmanship in Christ Jesus.

When God’s attributes are studied apart from right division, obedience is easily distorted. God’s holiness may be used to rebuild law. God’s sovereignty may be used to excuse passivity. God’s love may be used to soften moral commands. God’s grace may be used to excuse sin. Right division does not weaken obedience. It places obedience under the right instruction for the believer today.

The believer today must know God through the whole Bible

The Body of Christ needs the whole Bible. No part of Scripture should be treated as dead material. The law reveals God’s holiness and the seriousness of sin. The prophets reveal His faithfulness to Israel and His purpose for the earth. The Gospels reveal the Lord Jesus Christ in His earthly ministry, full of grace and truth, confirming the promises made to the fathers. Acts reveals the solemn transition as Israel continues in unbelief and Paul’s ministry comes into view. Hebrews through Revelation speak with
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