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			Praise for The Puzzler

			“Riveting…fascinating…A rallying cry for ‘word nerds’ everywhere, this is a delight.”

			—Publishers Weekly

			“[A] romp, both fun and funny. Jacobs explains, in a way I never could, how at various points in our lives puzzles can save us.”

			—The New York Times

			“Ridiculously entertaining…The book is a lot of fun, but it’s the serious stuff that gives it weight.”

			—Booklist

			“A barrel of monkeys’ worth of fun.”

			—Kirkus Reviews

			A fun, interactive exploration of the history and hidden world of puzzles. A must-read for puzzle enthusiasts of all skill levels.

			—Library Journal

			“[A] timely and entertaining exploration of why we love (and, yes, often become addicted to) all sorts of puzzles…The Puzzler would make a fabulous gift as a physical copy simply because it includes original puzzles by Greg Pliska for readers to solve.”

			—Bookpage

			“A lively, informative investigation of the human love for puzzles—with some you can try yourself. Pencils ready!”

			—People

			“A fascinating book.”

			—Mental Floss

			“Deeply funny and diabolically confounding!”

			—CultureWag

			“The book was an instant hit with crossword lovers, chess players, code crackers, jigsaw doers, maze wanderers—you name it. But in addition to merely exploring all the different puzzle types that exist, Jacobs strove to get at something deeper….His belief is that puzzles can help us get at the meaning of life, if even just a bit.”

			—Games magazine

			“Sprightly, far-reaching…The Puzzler recognizes and celebrates the frustration and obsession.

			—Washington Post

			“[The] entertaining new book The Puzzler…argues that puzzles can help to save the world.”

			—The Sunday Times

			“[A] sparkling, time-consuming voyage into the world of puzzles, why they matter, and how the process of converting befuddlement to delight improves us personally and intellectually…[a] charming book.”

			—Washington Examiner

			“A book that, covertly, makes a persuasive case about the dangers of feeling rigidly certain of one’s choices, the need to investigate one’s frustrations and the virtues of inquisitiveness.”

			—The Times Literary Supplement

			“You don’t have to be a puzzler to love The Puzzler. The immensely talented A.J. Jacobs traveled the world in search of the most amazing puzzles, as well as the remarkable (and beautifully weird) people who make and solve them. The result is a book that is entertaining, fascinating, and hilarious. I couldn’t put it down.”

			—Andy Borowitz, writer at The New Yorker and founder of The Borowitz Report

			“Do you enjoy puzzles? Laughter? EDUTAINMENT??? Then you’re in luck! The inimitable (yes, I said “inimitable”) A.J. Jacobs has a wonderful new book out all about puzzles called, of course, The Puzzler. I’m loving it and you will too.”

			—comedian and author Michael Ian Black

			“A.J. Jacobs’s fascinating, hilarious investigation of our human love for puzzles is packed with intriguing real-life stories, information, and research—and he illuminates ways that we might play our way toward solutions for an often puzzling world. I’ll never look at a jigsaw puzzle or a sudoku page the same way again.”

			—Gretchen Rubin, bestselling author of The Happiness Project and Better Than Before

			“As a devotee of crosswords, anagrams, and A.J. Jacobs, I knew I would love this book. What I did not anticipate: The Soviet Camping Puzzle! The Ellis Island Jigsaw! A visit to CIA headquarters! Most puzzle books are all brain; this one has heart. As Jacobs learns with his singular performance at the World Jigsaw Puzzle Championship, puzzles bring us together—as families and as Earthlings. Even better, they brought A.J. Jacobs gobs of grade-A fodder for another charming, funny, winning book.”

			—Mary Roach, New York Times bestselling author of Fuzz

			“This book by A.J. Jacobs is a delight. Must-read for Wordle, Spelling Bee, crossword freaks, etc. So much fun.”

			—actor and podcaster Josh Malina

			“Humans are obsessed with puzzles, and A.J. Jacobs is obsessed with figuring out why. Of all the gifts he possesses as a writer, his second-greatest is his ability to make you think and make you laugh at the same time. In these delightful pages, you’ll find a clue about what his greatest gift might be.”

			—Adam Grant, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Think Again and host of the TED podcast WorkLife
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			Introduction

			One winter morning several years ago, I got an email with some ridiculously exciting news. Or so I thought.

			The email was from a friend who informed me that the answer to 1-Down in that day’s New York Times crossword puzzle was…me.

			The clue was “A.J. _______, author of The Know-It-All.”

			My first reaction was This is the greatest moment of my life. My marriage and the births of my kids, yes, those were pretty good. But this! As a word nerd since childhood, this was the holy grail!

			And then, a couple of hours later, I got another email that changed everything. It came from my brother-in-law. He congratulated me but went out of his way to point out that my name was featured in the Saturday edition of the New York Times puzzle. As crossword fans know, Saturday is the hardest puzzle of the week. Monday’s is the easiest, with each day’s grid getting more and more difficult until Saturday, when the puzzle reaches peak impenetrability.

			Saturday is the killer, the one with the most obscure clues, harder than Sunday. We’re talking clues like Francisco Goya’s ethnic heritage (Aragonese). Or the voice of the car in the sitcom My Mother the Car (Ann Sothern). Stuff no normal person knows.

			So my brother-in-law’s implication—or at least my interpretation—was that my Saturday appearance was the opposite of a compliment. Unlike a Monday or Tuesday mention, it’s actually proof that I’m totally obscure, the very embodiment of irrelevance.

			Dammit. I could see his point. No doubt this wasn’t the most charitable interpretation, and my rational side knew I shouldn’t let it tarnish my elation. But I couldn’t help it. I’m a master of focusing on the negative once it’s shown to me. It’s like the arrow in the FedEx logo. I can’t unsee it. My life’s highlight now had a galling asterisk.

			Then, a couple of years later, my crossword adventure took another twist. I was on a podcast, and I told the tale of my emotional roller coaster.

			Well, it turns out one of the people listening to the podcast was a New York Times crossword creator. God bless him, he decided to take pity on me and save me from my end-of-the-week shadows. He wrote a puzzle with me as the answer to 1-Across, and submitted it to run on a Tuesday. Legendary crossword editor Will Shortz let it through.

			And that became the true greatest moment of my life. I know full well I don’t belong in a Tuesday puzzle. It’s where truly famous names like Biden and Gaga make their home. I was thrilled to sneak in as an interloper. I mean, it’s not Monday, but it’s more than I could have hoped.

			I emailed the crossword creator, who has since become a friend, and thanked him. He said it was no problem. Though he admitted that, to compensate, he had to make the corresponding down clues super-easy, like TV Guide-crossword-puzzle easy. I’m okay with that.

			

			—

			As I hinted, there’s a reason my crossword cameos made me ecstatic beyond what is appropriate. Namely, I’ve been crazy for puzzles all my life.

			Partly I inherited this passion from my family. When my dad was in the army in Korea and my mom was stateside, they’d keep in touch by sending a puzzle back and forth, each filling out a clue or two per turn. Not the most efficient method but certainly romantic.

			So I was introduced to crosswords early. But I wasn’t monogamous when it came to puzzles. I embraced all kinds: mazes, secret codes, riddles, logic puzzles. As a kid who was not in danger of being recruited to varsity teams, nor burdened with a time-consuming dating schedule, I spent my spare time on puzzles. My bookshelf was filled with titles like “Brain-busters” or “Brain-twisters” or “Brain-teasers”—anything involving mental sadism. I programmed mazes on my school’s Radio Shack computer. I did hundreds of mix-and-matches in Games magazine. Puzzles were my solace.

			My enthusiasm didn’t wane as I grew older. Like my parents, I married a fellow puzzle lover. It’s her job, in fact. My wife, Julie, works at a company that puts on scavenger hunts for corporations, as well as private events. Our weekends often involve escape rooms or games of Mastermind with our three sons. For my birthday a couple of years ago, my son Zane created an elaborate mental obstacle course that included Sudoku, Rubik’s Cubes, and anagrams. It took me two weeks to crack, which didn’t impress him. I’ve even tried to recruit our dog, Stella, into the puzzle cult. I buy her these “doggie puzzles” where she has to flip open a latch to get her doggie treat. The manufacturer claims it will keep her canine brain stimulated, though I’m guessing Stella’s brain is mostly thinking “Next time, asshole, just give me the peanut butter on a spoon.”

			After my appearance as 1-Down a few years back, I went from being an occasional crossword solver to a frequent one, perhaps unconsciously hoping I’d reappear. I did the Times crossword every day. At first, I only solved a smattering of words in the harder puzzles. But eventually, after years of practice, I could reliably finish Saturday’s puzzles.

			My addiction became a problem. One day, I decided I wasn’t getting enough accomplished in my life and I should quit all puzzles. I figured it would free up several hours every week. Who knows what I could get done? Maybe I’d start a podcast or run a triathlon or build a barn!

			The experiment was a failure. After two months, I relapsed, and I relapsed hard. Puzzles once again began to mark the start and end of my day. Now, as soon as I wake up, I check my iPhone for the New York Times Spelling Bee, a find-a-word game that is both compelling and maddening (What?! You’re telling me “ottomen” isn’t a word? Then what’s the plural of “ottoman”?!). Before going to sleep, I do Wordle and the Times crossword puzzle.

			

			—

			Since my relapse, I’ve come to two important realizations about puzzles.

			1) I’m not a great puzzler.

			I mean, I’m okay. But as I started to meet real puzzlers, I got an insight into a whole other league. I realized I’m like the guy who plays decent intramural basketball, but is no match for the LeBron Jameses and Kevin Durants.

			2) Puzzles can make us better people.

			Okay, there’s a pretty good chance this is more of a rationalization than a realization—a way to justify all the mental energy I spend on puzzles. But rationalization or not, I believe it deeply: puzzles are not a waste of time. Doing puzzles can make us better thinkers, more creative, more incisive, more persistent.

			I’m not just talking about staving off dementia and keeping our minds sharp. Yes, there’s some mild evidence that doing crossword puzzles might help delay cognitive decline (it’s probably not just puzzles that help—any mental challenge might delay dementia, whether it’s puzzles or learning a new language).

			I’m talking about something more global. It’s been my experience that puzzles can shift our worldview. They can nudge us to adopt the puzzle mindset—a mindset of ceaseless curiosity about everything in the world, from politics to science to human relationships—and a desire to find solutions.

			These insights sparked the idea for the book you are holding now. I decided to embrace my passion and do a deep dive into the puzzle world. I pledged to embed myself with the world’s greatest puzzle solvers, creators, and collectors and learn their secrets. I’d try to crack the hardest puzzles in each genre, from jigsaws to crosswords to Sudoku.

			My hope is that the adventures and revelations I had will be entertaining and useful, whether you are a puzzle fanatic, a puzzle skeptic, or a full-on puzzlephobe.

			

			—

			I can tell you that when I started, I wouldn’t have predicted the fascinating trip to come. I certainly didn’t know that I’d be researching part of my book during the Covid crisis. With all of us stuck inside, puzzles had a spike in popularity not seen since the Great Depression. As Ross Trudeau, a New York Times crossword creator, wrote during the depths of the pandemic, puzzles and the puzzle community provided him a “balm against anxiety, anger, depression.” He added, “I love y’all. We’ll get through this.”

			When I was able to travel, I went anywhere great puzzles took me. My family and I competed in the World Jigsaw Puzzle Championship in Spain. I visited the artists at the base of Mount Fuji in Japan who make intricate wooden puzzle boxes that sell for thousands of dollars.

			I learned the surprising history of puzzles, perhaps the oldest form of entertainment. I learned how they’ve played a part in religion, love, and war. How the British secret service used a crossword puzzle in The Daily Telegraph to recruit codebreakers against the Nazis. How Benedict Arnold sent secret messages encoded in publicly available books (a method that is still used today, with slight variations).

			I met the man who holds a record for solving the Rubik’s Cube with his feet. I got a lesson on solving chess puzzles from Garry Kasparov and visited the CIA to see the infamous unsolved Kryptos sculpture. I grappled with a puzzle that has 641,​453,​134,​591,​872,​261,​694,​522,​936,​731,​324,​693 possible arrangements, but only one solution.

			I’ve seen the dark side of puzzles, how they can overlap with paranoia and obsession. And I grew to love types of puzzles that never appealed to me before. I talked to scientists about why we’re so drawn to puzzles, why an estimated 50 million people do crosswords every day and more than 450 million Rubik’s Cubes have been sold.

			In the end, I’ve come to a conclusion that may seem overly bold, but I’m going to try to convince you of it by the time you finish this book. The conclusion is that puzzles can save the world. Or at least help save the world.

			Puzzles can teach us lessons about fresh perspectives, compassion, and cooperation. If we see the world as a series of puzzles instead of a series of battles, we will come up with more and better solutions, and we need solutions more than ever.

			

			—

			But this isn’t just a book about puzzles. It’s also a book of puzzles. Within these pages, I have included my favorite puzzles from history. Why just read about the first-ever crossword puzzle from 1913, when you can solve it? The book contains dozens of historical puzzles spanning all genres.

			Since puzzles are all about ingenuity, I also wanted some new puzzles. I considered creating them myself, but I soon realized that making great brainteasers is an art that requires years to master. So I teamed up with Greg Pliska, one of the most talented puzzlemakers in the world and founder of the delightfully named Exaltation of Larks puzzle company. He created twenty puzzles, each one related to a different chapter of the book, which can be found starting on this page.

			And one final but important point: In this introduction you are reading now, Greg and I have hidden a secret puzzle. Or more precisely, a secret passcode that will give you access to a series of 27 puzzles on the website thepuzzlerbook.com.

			I figured I couldn’t write a book on puzzles that didn’t contain a secret one itself. As a kid, one of my favorite books was Masquerade, published in 1979 by a British artist named Kit Williams. The gorgeous illustrations contained clues to a golden rabbit sculpture buried somewhere in England. The book kicked off a frenzy—and not in an entirely good way. Thousands of treasure hunters dug up yards and gardens all over the United Kingdom. Williams received death threats and unwelcome 3 a.m. visits from desperate solvers.

			I too offered a prize for my hidden puzzle. It wasn’t buried, since I didn’t want folks tearing up lawns. Instead, I gave $10,000 to the first person to solve all 27 puzzles on the website—a Texas solver named Benji Nguyen, who finished them on the afternoon of May 4, 2022.

			So the contest part is over and the prize has been claimed. But the puzzles are still on the website for you to solve and enjoy for fun, and are accessible once you crack the secret code in this introduction. And if you have trouble finding the secret code, there are plenty of hints at thepuzzlerbook.com. I hope you try the puzzles, and that they, along with the other puzzles in the book, cause you just the right amount of anguish, followed by well-deserved aha moments.
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		Every night at 10:01 p.m., the next day’s New York Times crossword puzzle appears online. I know this because at 10:00 p.m., I begin furiously refreshing my browser like the helpless addict I am.

		What may surprise non-puzzlers is that the ensuing twenty minutes (or so) aren’t just an intellectual exercise. They’re an emotional experience, sometimes exhaustingly so. Those black and white squares, at least for me, have all the drama of a telenovela, all the comedy of a Chris Rock stand-up special (especially if it’s a really hard puzzle).

		There’s frustration, of course.

		Even anger. I’m not proud to admit this, but I sometimes give my computer the middle finger (I despise you, unnamed Eastern European river!).

		There’s the catharsis when a clue finally reveals itself. Especially if it involves a paradigm shift—ah, it’s “trunk” as in torso, not “trunk” as in elephant’s nose. There’s a sense of giddy connectedness, like I’ve had a Vulcan mind meld with the puzzlemaker (whom I flipped off moments ago).

		There’s pride in my ability to resist temptation. Like that time the clue was “The key above Caps Lock” and I stopped myself from looking at my laptop keyboard for the answer. You can call me a hero if you want, but that’s your word, not mine. (The answer was TAB, by the way.)

		There’s shame when I fall for the puzzlemakers’ traps. And for my own biases—last week, the clue was about boxers, and I searched my mental catalog for every male boxer I knew. The answer was LAILA ALI, a female boxer.

		There’s humility at the huge gaps in my knowledge, from 1930s baseball players to types of Italian cheeses. There’s awe at the sheer variety of microscopic and giant, ancient and new, sublime and ridiculous stuff that makes up our world.

		There’s despair (I’ve looked at fourteen clues in a row and know none of them!) that can suddenly flip to delusional optimism (I got 12-Across, I can get anything!).

		And sometimes there’s terror. If I’m struggling to finish a puzzle, I feel a creeping fear that this is the moment when I finally have proof that my aging brain is turning to tapioca. The fear motivates me. I refuse to stop solving until the grid breaks open, even if I have to cycle through hundreds of letter combinations. (When I said it takes me twenty minutes “or so,” the “or so” can last till late at night.)

		After which, sweet relief. I can tell myself that my mind is still intact for now. Mostly, anyway: I often get a couple of letters wrong, but let’s keep that between us.

		All this is why I figure I should start this puzzle journey by exploring crosswords, my first love. Later, I’ll be investigating puzzles of all kinds—number puzzles, metal wire puzzles, “Vintage French Entanglement Puzzles,” whatever those may be (I saw them on a list of puzzle types and my interest was piqued by the vaguely salacious name).

		But let’s begin with crosswords.

		
			MEETING MY HERO

			I arrange my first stop, a visit to my savior: the crossword maker who wrote the Tuesday New York Times puzzle that featured me as an answer. His name is Peter Gordon. It turns out I got lucky: Peter isn’t just your everyday crossword maker. He’s a legend in the puzzle world, known for his creativity and deviousness.

			He puts out a weekly puzzle for subscribers called Fireball Crosswords. This is a hard puzzle. Harder than the Times’s Saturday crossword. Its slogan is “How hard? If you have to ask, too hard for you.”

			I want to get inside Peter’s mind. What can one of the best puzzlemakers teach me about being a better solver? A better thinker? Can he explain why I’m so obsessed with those squares with the little numbers in the corner?

			I take a train to Great Neck, a suburb of New York City. Peter picks me up at the station in his Mini Cooper. He’s got brown glasses, strawberry blond hair, a short beard—and a surplus of energy (he talks quickly and frequently cracks his knuckles).

			“You ready for some cruciverbal magic?” he asks.

			I am. We arrive at his house, and he gives me a tour. There are stacks of wonderfully specific reference books: one contains the closing lines of three thousand movies, another is a guide to weird brand names called How Do You Spell Häagen-Dazs?

			On the wall in the family room there’s a quilt of a giant crossword puzzle.

			“That’s a reproduction of the puzzle where I proposed to my wife,” Peter says. “My sister-in-law turned it into a quilt.”

			The original version was published in the Long Island newspaper Newsday. It’s filled with clues about his now-wife, such as her favorite beverage (Diet Coke) and Peter’s pet name for her (“Honeybun”).

			The most important part, of course, is 48-Across, with the answer WILL YOU MARRY ME. It’s clued simply as “Proposal.” Peter’s wife responded (verbally) that yes, she would.

			We sit down in Peter’s office, a room near the kitchen piled high with newspapers and notepads. He turns on his desktop computer and opens a database that contains all the clues Peter has written or edited in his years as a crossword constructor and editor: 232,974 of them.

			The first entry, alphabetically, is AAA, which is clued as “Small battery size.”

			The last is “ZZZQUILPUREZZZS” (a nighttime cough remedy).

			“What’s the favorite clue you’ve ever written?” I ask.

			“Fuck off,” Peter says, gleefully.

			“Pardon me?”

			“The answer was ‘ahem,’ and the clue was ‘fuck off.’ ”

			I’m not getting it.

			“ ‘Ahem’ is the sound you make to indicate a fake cough,” Peter explains. “So the clue is faux cough. I wrote it specifically so that when someone asked me for my favorite clue, I could say ‘faux cough.’ And they would hear what they hear.”

			As I mentioned: devious. I ask Peter why he thinks people—he, I, and millions of others—are so addicted to crosswords.

			“Well, life is a puzzle,” he says. “Who should you marry? That’s a puzzle. What job should you take? That’s a puzzle. With those puzzles, it’s hard to know if you got the best answer. But with crosswords, there is one correct answer. So that’s comforting.”

			I nod: puzzles provide a level of certainty you don’t get in this confusing real world. It’s a solid theory, though not the only one, as I’ll discuss next chapter.

			Peter pushes his glasses up on top of his forehead, leans in, and opens an empty grid on the crossword-making software. He starts by double-clicking some squares, turning them black. Then he fills in some potential answers, beginning with the theme words. Today’s puzzle is a news-related crossword, so the theme words are names of scandal-tarred politicians and just-released movies.

			One thing becomes clear very quickly. As hard as it is to solve puzzles, it’s even harder to create them. Especially good ones, like Peter’s. So many constraints, so many traps, so much pressure to be original. Among the guidelines you have to keep in mind:

			
					
					Avoid crosswordese. If you’ve done some crosswords, you’ve no doubt seen a lot of crosswordese. Words like OONA (as in actress Oona Chaplin). Or ELAND (an African antelope). These words have a huge advantage for puzzlemakers: They are loaded with vowels and common consonants. But they’re also awkward and obscure, so you only use them if you need the vowels to create a more captivating intersecting word. “Like everything in life,” Peter says, “crosswords are about trade-offs.”

				

					
					Steer clear of the dreaded “Natick.” A “Natick” is one of the gravest sins in crossword-making. It’s when two relatively obscure clues cross each other, making it hard to guess either one. The term “Natick” was coined by famed crossword blogger Rex Parker after a 2008 Times puzzle that had the answer N. C. WYETH (an early twentieth-century American realist painter) that crossed with NATICK—a little-known Boston suburb (sorry, readers from Natick).

				

					
					Be super-accurate. Solvers are unforgiving about typos. Peter once clued a John Wayne movie as “ ’Neath Arizona Skies” instead of “ ’Neath the Arizona Skies.” The horror!

				

			

			All these answers must fit in a symmetrical 15-by-15 grid with no more than seventy-eight words. If art is all about creativity within constraints, crosswords go above and beyond, with more constraints than haiku or Broadway musicals.

		

		
			WORD-CROSSES

			We take a break for lunch, and Peter shows me the first Times puzzle he ever published. It’s from 1989. “Back then,” he says, “they didn’t have bylines for the puzzles, so I didn’t know it was mine till I started doing it.”

			Which raises the question: What was the first puzzle ever? Who was the original Peter Gordon?

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					To download a PDF of this puzzle, go to http://prhlink.com/9780593136720a020

				
			
			It turns out the crossword is a surprisingly recent invention—the first official crossword puzzle was written by a former concert violinist named Arthur Wynne and appeared in 1913 in The New York World (a newspaper that also gifted us with the less delightful legacy of yellow journalism).

			Later that week, after my visit to Peter’s house, I printed that first crossword—or actually word-cross, as it was called then, and I gave it a try. I encountered an unpleasant surprise: it gave me a lot of trouble.

			In case you want to attempt it, here it is (for solution see this page):

			Why was it so challenging? I came up with a face-saving excuse. I decided the problem was not with me, it’s with the puzzle. It’s a pretty lame puzzle, at least by modern standards. It commits several crossword sins, including:

			
					
					The answer DOVE appears twice in the same puzzle, which is a crossword no-no.

				

					
					There are too many ridiculously arcane clues, such as “The fibre of the gomuti palm.” The answer is DOH (as current solvers know, the proper clue for DOH is “Homer Simpson outburst,” but apparently 1913 was even before the premiere of The Simpsons).

				

					
					Most clues lack cleverness.

				

			

			Yet I shouldn’t be so harsh on Arthur Wynne. The man created something I love, after all. And the first-ever attempt at any art form is rarely a shining example of the genre. I wouldn’t expect to play Atari’s Pong and be blown away by the graphics.

			The important thing is that Wynne’s creation took off. Crosswords became a fad, appearing in hundreds of newspapers and bestselling books. You could see a 1925 Broadway play about crosswords or listen to a hit song called “Cross-word Mamma, You Puzzle Me (But Papa’s Gonna Figure You Out).”

			However, one newspaper at the time did NOT print crosswords: The New York Times. The Times considered crosswords too lowbrow, too frivolous.

			Instead, the Times made it a habit to print articles about the evils of crosswords. Here are just a sample of headlines from the 1920s and 1930s about this menace to society.

			
				Pittsburgh Pastor Says Crosswords Are “The Mark of a Childish Mentality.”

				Husband Shoots Wife, Then Kills Himself When She Won’t Help Do Cross-Word Puzzle.

				Cross-Word Headache Booms Optical trade: New Strain on Eyes Reveals Defects in Vision.

			

			There are stories of dictionaries stolen from libraries, children neglected by puzzle-obsessed parents, athletes forgoing their training to fill in the squares. Those crosswords are a dangerous vice! They’re in the same category as gambling and prostitution! The headlines make my nerdy pastime seem edgy and dangerous, which is kind of thrilling. And they bring up a question that I’ll be exploring in the book: Are puzzles an addictive peril? Or are they crucial mind-sharpening tools?
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			Finally, on February 15, 1942, The New York Times buckled to popular pressure and printed their first crossword puzzle. It was under the guidance of the founding Times crossword editor, the extraordinary Margaret Petherbridge Farrar. Margaret introduced several key improvements, including making the puzzles symmetrical, fixing the inaccuracies, and banning two-letter words.

			The Times crossword has flourished ever since, now with millions of solvers a day. For the past three decades, the Times crossword has been overseen by Will Shortz, the most famous person in puzzling (I’ll be talking about Will at length in Chapter 5). The first crossword of the Shortz era? It was by Peter Gordon.

			Back at Peter’s office, it’s early evening, and he’s finally finished making the crossword. He sends it off to a couple of friends to test it out. I pack up to go. I’ve learned a lot about the art of crossword making, as well as important information such as Arnold Schwarzenegger’s middle name (it’s Alois).

			As I say goodbye, I ask Peter if he’d email me his hardest Fireball ever.

		

		
			FIREBALL #9

			The next day, Peter emails me Fireball Year 4, Puzzle #9. Only nine of his hundreds of subscribers cracked it, he says.

			I show the printout to my wife, Julie.

			“You sure you want to do that? I’ve got plenty of hard puzzles that need solving. How to get the kids to hang up their wet towels, for instance. That could be a good use of your time.”

			True. But why do I, nevertheless, stubbornly want to try Puzzle #9?

			Partly it’s a nerdy version of the reason to climb Everest: because it’s there.

			Partly it’s because I believe the hardest puzzles will teach me the most insightful lessons about how to think differently, and partly because it will provide me with even more of an emotional wallop if I solve it.

			I’m also genetically predisposed to attempt absurd and time-consuming feats. My dad is a lawyer, and many years ago, he wrote a law review article with 4,824 footnotes, the most ever in a law review article. The article consisted almost entirely of footnotes, in fact. It gave him boasting rights to a very niche group of people who care about such matters (the niche consists of himself).

			

			—

			On a Thursday afternoon, I lay the puzzle on my desk, and dive in.

			I stare at it and stare at it. It’s not giving way. Not a single answer jumps out at me. It’s much harder than the first-ever crossword. And this time I can’t blame the puzzle.

			I remind myself of three of my favorite strategies for any kind of problem solving.

		

		
			1) Find the toehold.

			When faced with a stumper of a puzzle, I often think of something Bill Clinton said in the crossword documentary Wordplay. “You have to go at a problem the way I go at a complicated crossword puzzle. Sometimes I’d pick up the Saturday New York Times crossword puzzle and I’d go through way over half the clues before I’ll know the answer to one. And then you start with what you know the answer to. And you just build on it. And eventually you can unravel the whole puzzle.”

			It’s a good strategy for almost any knotty problem. I use it whenever I can. When I’m working on an article, I start with the easiest section to write—the most vivid anecdote or crucial quote—and build out from there.

			I force myself to stay optimistic. I need optimism, even if it’s a bit delusional. And I need a toehold. After a couple of minutes, I zero in on one possible weak spot: 65-Across. “Ben-______”.

			The answer is three letters. It’s probably HUR, as in Ben-Hur, the cheesy but classic Charlton Heston chariot movie.

			And I’m off!

			And then I’m stuck!

			It takes me another three minutes to get the next one.

			This will be slow going. Some clues are obscure trivia, or at least obscure to me, such as the capital of Zambia (it’s LUSAKA). Some are tricky wordplay such as “Pigeon English?” (the answer turns out to be COO). None is a gimme.

		

		
			2) Embrace the eraser.

			I’m using a pencil, and the eraser is getting a nice workout. Which is fine. More than fine.

			I once met a crossword fan wearing a T-shirt that read “Real Solvers Do It in Pen.” Sure, it’s a macho slogan that no doubt got him lots of dates with the ladies, but I couldn’t disagree more with the sentiment.

			During our meeting, Peter told me one of the keys to solving crosswords is to keep your mind flexible. Keep it open to new perspectives. Don’t fall in love with your hypothesis. Good advice for both life and puzzles.

			Consider my epic struggle with 27-Down.

			The clue is “Bee relative,” four letters. I know the middle two letters from the crossing answers, so I have:

			
				_PI_

			

			My hypothesis: The first letter is probably an A. Because API is the prefix relating to bees, as in apiary, a collection of beehives. I figure the answer is probably something like APIN, a word I’d never heard of but sounds reasonable.

			Unfortunately, the API isn’t working with the across clues.

			Frustrated, I step away from the puzzle to answer some emails. This is another absolutely key strategy Peter and I discussed. When stuck, take a break. Let the problem marinate in the back corner of your brain. Loosen your grip. Puzzle fan Leonardo da Vinci knew this long ago. As he said about painting, “Every now and then go away, have a little relaxation, for when you come back to your work your judgment will be surer.”

			When I return to the puzzle, I have a mini-revelation: What if API isn’t correct at all? What if the answer starts OPI?

			And then it clicks. My paradigm shifts.

			The Bee in the clue is not the buzzing, stinging kind of bee. The bee is Aunt Bee, the matronly character from The Andy Griffith Show! Her great-nephew, played by Ron Howard as a child actor, is OPIE.

			As usual, I’m angry at myself for not seeing it sooner. I’m annoyed at myself for being too attached to my entomological etymology. But at least I got it eventually.

			I give thanks to my glorious eraser.

			What a great invention, the eraser. Crosswords have made me a huge eraser-head. Let us also praise the Delete key, since I solve most of the Times puzzles online. I love them both.

			I see erasers as a guiding symbol for my life: Embrace the Way of the Eraser. As the saying goes, “Everyone makes mistakes. That’s why there is an eraser on the end of every pencil” (the quote’s origin is either Japanese folklore or Dodgers’ manager Tommy Lasorda, depending on which source you believe).

			The Way of the Eraser is about being okay with mistakes, okay with tentative beliefs, okay with flexibility. I could be wrong, of course, but I believe that my years of crossword solving have made me more flexible in every part of my life, from parenting to writing to marriage.

			I have one core belief: don’t be an asshole; be kind to others. That one’s written in pen. The rest of my beliefs are all in pencil. They are hypotheses waiting for updating on new evidence, ready for the eraser.

			As the great philosopher Bertrand Russell said, certitude is a dangerous thing. “The fundamental cause of the trouble is that in the modern world the stupid are cocksure while the intelligent are full of doubt.”

			I even talk in probabilities.

			“When will you be home?” Julie will text me.

			“There’s a 70 percent chance I’ll be home at 6:30 p.m.”

			There’s a 90 percent chance she rolls her eyes at this. But I stand by it.

		

		
			3) No multitasking.

			My mom hates multitasking. Sometimes she’ll lecture me on the dangers of multitasking during our phone calls. “So true,” I’ll say, as I scroll through my emails.

			But puzzles have made me realize she’s right. If I work on a difficult puzzle with the TV on in the background, I often get stuck. As soon as I turn off the TV, the answers miraculously appear. So when solving Peter’s puzzle, I make sure to close my door and put my phone in a drawer.

		

		
			THE SUMMIT

			It took me nine days to finish Fireball Year 4, Puzzle #9, the longest I’ve ever spent on a single crossword.

			But I don’t fetishize speed. Some solvers do. Some solvers fill out the grids so fast, it’s as if they are taking dictation at a board meeting. At the annual American Crossword Puzzle Tournament in Connecticut, you can witness this in action. Peter told me that he sometimes both constructs puzzles and competes in the tournament. And the crazy thing is, he is slower at filling out the answers to puzzles he himself had written.

			I’m okay with being a tortoise, slow and steady. The point is, I finished. I’m elated. I’m one of an elite cadre who solved it!

			I look at the answer key that Peter has sent me. Yes! All correct. Except…the answer key also contains a paragraph about how the Greek letters in the puzzle spell out a word.

			I’m confused. I email Peter.

			“Oops,” he writes back. “Sorry.” Apparently, when he sent me the puzzle, he forgot to send the instructions about the meta-puzzle.

			A meta-puzzle is an additional puzzle within the puzzle. Like a hidden word or a theme you have to decode. This meta-puzzle was about Greek letters. Some of the answers could be anagrammed into Greek letters (PINE-SOL turns into EPSILON). If you put the Greek letters together they spell the word “Phoenix.” Which was the ultimate answer that only nine people got.

			Huh. So I’d climbed Mount Everest—only to discover I’d reached the camp near the summit, not the summit itself. On the one hand, I’m disappointed. On the other, I tell myself that even being within sight of the summit is an accomplishment.

		

		
			AN EVEN HIGHER SUMMIT

			A few weeks later, I’m interviewing another crossword constructor—the brilliant, big-bearded Brendan Emmett Quigley—and I tell him that I’ve wrestled with one of the hardest crosswords ever.

			He nods.

			“I don’t really solve a lot of American puzzles anymore,” he says. “It’s not that I don’t think that people are doing good work. I just wasn’t having any fun anymore.”

			Instead, he says, “I like borderline unfair British cryptic puzzles.”

			Ah yes. British cryptics. These are puzzles you find in UK newspapers that live up to their names. They are on another level of trickiness. The answers are often ridiculously obscure words, like a Scottish dagger (“skean”). But the real challenge is that the clues are all about complex wordplay—homophones, puns, anagrams, coded language. The clues are nonsensical to the uninitiated, such as this one: “Discharge by beak in Australia accepted by sheila.”

			“There’s just a bunch of these batshit crazy-ass hard clues,” says Brendan. “It’s almost like a hair shirt, you know? That’s how I describe it. You feel like, ‘Why on earth am I doing this to myself?’ Some of these things are like war crimes.”

			In other words, I may have climbed an American mountain, but the United Kingdom has a whole other mountain range, and this one is far steeper.

			Brendan tells me he recently finished a puzzle in The Spectator that was perhaps the hardest he’d ever tried. Too inscrutable, even for Brendan.

			“You got the impression that they were trying to murder the idea of making puzzles,” he says. He needed a day to recover from the experience. “It felt like an organ transplant coupled with a colonoscopy or something. It was just so invasively terrible.”

			I laugh.

			Brendan continues: “But then yesterday the new Spectator came out. I’m a lemming. I just printed this thing out and dove in.”

			“Well, now I have to do that puzzle,” I say.

			“Oh no, don’t bother. There is literally nothing redeemable about it.”

			I get out my to-do list and make a note: Spectator cryptic.

		

	
		
		
		
			[image: Crossword Appendix Four Crossword Puzzles from History]

		

		At the end of most chapters of this book, I will feature a handful of notable puzzles from the genre I just discussed, along with some historical and cultural context. Here are four crossword puzzles I hope you find interesting. The solutions can be found starting on this page.

		1) A More Diverse Crossword

		In recent years, there’s been increasing criticism that crossword puzzles in mainstream newspapers lack diversity. Many say that crosswords need to boost the representation of people of color, women, and the LGBTQ+ community—both in the content of the clues and in those making and editing the puzzles.

		“Like any art form, crosswords should engage in what’s happening in culture and politics,” says Laura Braunstein, a crossword constructor and librarian at Dartmouth. She was one of nearly six hundred puzzlemakers who signed an open letter in 2020 to The New York Times urging them to diversify.

		Laura says far too many of the puzzle answers are the names of men or are male-centric. And when there is an answer about women, it’s often sexualized. “You see a lot of clues about G-Spot, but rarely see something like ‘Pap Smear,’ ” she says. People of color are similarly overlooked, she and others say.

		The Times does seem to be trying to address this. They have recently hired a more diverse staff of puzzle editors. There’s an uptick in the clues that are more inclusive of women and the LGBTQ+ community. For instance, one recent clue was “Like some monogrammed towels.” The answer was: “His and his.”

		Laura says some strides have been made, but mainstream newspapers still have a long way to go. More women contributed to the Times last year than in previous years, but they still make up a minority of constructors.

		Laura cofounded a subscription service called The Inkubator (inkubatorcrosswords.com), which features women and nonbinary constructors. Here’s a sample puzzle from The Inkubator:

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				To download a PDF of this puzzle, go to http://prhlink.com/9780593136720a001

			
		
		2) Crosswords and World War II

		The puzzle below—and four that followed in ensuing days—caused a national security crisis during World War II. The puzzles appeared in The Telegraph in the days preceding D-Day. The problem? The answers contained a series of code words related to the top-secret invasion. UTAH is the code name for one of the beaches the Allies planned to storm. Other crosswords contained OMAHA (another beach), MULBERRY (a harbor), NEPTUNE (the code name for the naval phase), and most suspicious of all, OVERLORD, clued as “Bigwig,” which was the code name for D-Day itself.

		
			
				[image: ]
				© Telegraph Media Group Limited, 1944

			

			
				To download a PDF of this puzzle, go to http://prhlink.com/9780593136720a024

			
		
		The British intelligence agency became alarmed and arrested the crossword maker—a school headmaster named Leonard Dawe. Dawe was interrogated extensively, but he was eventually released after the government apparently decided it was just an odd coincidence. Years later, there was speculation it wasn’t a coincidence after all. One theory claims Dawe’s students, who helped him construct the crosswords, overheard the words when chatting with soldiers stationed nearby.

		While we’re talking about World War II, I should mention that the Nazis tried to use crosswords for evil. According to a 1945 New York Times article, the Nazis sent aircraft over London to drop leaflets that contained propaganda-filled crosswords. The article described the clues as “rather feeble and heavy-handed.” For instance, the answer to “He wants all you’ve got” turned out to be ROOSEVELT.

		A few years later, during the Cold War, the Soviets also used crosswords for propaganda purposes. A 1950 New York Times article described a Soviet crossword with an anti-American theme. For instance: “What is General MacArthur’s concept of a courtesy call.” The answer was Russian for “raid.”

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				To solve the puzzle simply write your answers in the direction of the arrows. (For bigger images of this and other puzzles, visit thepuzzlerbook.com).

				To download a PDF of this puzzle, go to http://prhlink.com/9780593136720a017

			
		
		3) A Scandinavian Crossword

		The American crossword format is the most famous, but other formats exist. Here’s an example of a Swedish-style crossword, where the clues are embedded within the grid itself. (They are also sometimes called Arrow Word puzzles.) I like the clean design. So Scandinavian.

		4) A Fireball Crossword by Peter Gordon

		And finally, here’s an example of a fiendishly difficult crossword puzzle by my hero.

	
		
		
		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				To download a PDF of this puzzle, go to http://prhlink.com/9780593136720a013

			
		
		Solutions to historical crossword puzzles begin on this page. For Greg’s original crossword puzzle, see page this page. You’ll find his other puzzles in the immediate vicinity.

	
		
		
		
			[image: Chapter 2 The Puzzle of Puzzles]

		

		Before I move on to more puzzle genres (I have my eyes on Rubik’s Cubes, also known as twisty puzzles), let’s take a step back to wrestle with an overarching puzzle: What the heck is a puzzle? And why do we like them?

		Okay, that’s two puzzles, I suppose.

		I’ve been researching these questions for some time, and I have come to some tentative answers.

		Starting with the first: What is a puzzle?

		Puzzles vary wildly in format, but almost all seem to share this: They cause the solver to experience a period of difficulty and struggle, followed by relief. They provide an aha moment. Tension leading to an almost, well, orgasmic ending.

		The late Japanese puzzlemaker Maki Kaji expresses it in a beautifully succinct and poetic way:

		? → !

		Bafflement, wrestling, solution! That is the arc of puzzling—as well as much of art and life itself. (Side note: Has there ever been more brilliantly designed punctuation than the question mark and the exclamation point? The question mark is all twists and turns and mystery. The exclamation point—so assertive and aggressive and final!)

		A puzzle’s exclamation point can be reached in two ways, often in combination. First, there’s plain old hard work. The grinding, the brute force, trial and error. Think of solving a maze by trying every path till you get the right one. Or with a jigsaw puzzle, when you sort out all the edge pieces.

		But the best puzzles involve a second parallel method: insight. The solution is revealed only after a sudden shift in paradigm. An unexpected way of looking at it. You see the problem in a new light.

		Wait! It’s not letters, it’s Roman numerals!

		Those chocolate chips aren’t random—they are Braille!

		Consider New York Times crossword editor Will Shortz’s favorite clue: “It turns into a different story.” You need to defy your first instinct and realize the “story” is not the once-upon-a-time story, it’s the stories in a house! The answer is SPIRAL STAIRCASE.

		To me, this emphasis on ingenuity is what distinguishes a puzzle from a problem. It’s a fuzzy line—a spectrum, to be sure. But consider a math problem:

		Find the number to make this equation true:

		21 ÷ _ = 7

		The answer is 3.

		Versus a math puzzle:

		Move one digit to make this equation true.

		30−33 = 3

		(Pause here if you want to try to solve it yourself.)

		

		—

		The answer is that you shift one of the threes upward so it turns into an exponent. And three cubed is 27, so you get:

		30−33 = 3

		Moving on to the second stumper: Why do I—and millions of others—love puzzles? Why would anyone bother frustrating themselves so much? I don’t consider myself a masochist, at least not in the literal sense. I don’t like physical pain. I have no moral problem with S&M, though I do find the prospect of it tiring. It involves too much equipment for me. It’s the same reason I don’t like skiing.

		But I love the psychological pain of puzzles.

		To get some insight, I call Paul Bloom, a man who has given a lot of thought to humanity’s love of puzzles. Paul is a psychology professor at the University of Toronto and the author of an excellent book called The Sweet Spot: The Pleasures of Suffering and the Search for Meaning, which is all about why people do difficult things. Why do we watch horror movies and do triathlons? And why do we do crossword puzzles?

		“It is a psychological puzzle: Why would I want to do puzzles?” asks Paul, himself a determined crossworder. “I’m not attracting mates, I’m not eating food, I’m not exercising, I’m not making money. I’m not doing something which is pleasurable in the obvious sense, like taking a hot bath or eating chocolate. I’m working, I’m struggling, yet I seem to be drawn to that.”

		“Exactly,” I say. “So what’s going on?”

		“There are two somewhat compatible theories,” Paul says. “The first is a cultural one, which is that we’ve learned to associate effort with a positive feeling. We’ve learned that good things come when we work toward them.”

		This definitely resonates with me. I inherited a Puritan work ethic from my dad. He’s a workaholic who spends his vacations on the beach writing law books about securities fraud. I too feel compelled to put forth effort from morning till night. It doesn’t have to be related to my job, but I need to be doing something productive. I feel guilty if I’m being too passive. Even when watching a TV show with Julie, I feel pressure to do something semi-productive, such as scroll through my phone and unsubscribe from random skincare email lists that somehow got ahold of my address.

		I’m not sure this is a positive trait. It’d probably be better if I had a stronger hedonistic side. I have to work on that. Though maybe “work on” is the wrong phrase.

		“But I don’t think the cultural explanation is the whole story,” Paul continues. “I think that there’s something wired within us to take pleasure in the exercise of our abilities. Even rats exert extra effort in some cases, as if they are taking pleasure from the effort.”

		“But why would evolution give us that wiring?” I ask.

		“It might be because it motivates us to practice our skills. That’s the whole theory of play. Play is practice for a real threat. Dogs wrestle with each other to get stronger and prepare for an actual fight.”

		So if a knife-wielding thug asks me for a seven-letter word for “footrest,” I can fend him off with an answer? Well, not exactly. Paul points out that survival and thriving are not just about physical dominance.

		“Intelligence, verbal facility, and imagination are important,” he says.

		This theory suggests we might

		
		
			The Peacock Theory

			
		

		
			Puzzles are a way of bonding with other humans.

			
		

		
			Puzzles connect us with the infinite.

			
		

		
			Puzzles are an existential grasp at certainty and closure in an uncertain world.

			
		

		
			Puzzles are good for your mental health and productivity.

			
			
			
		

		
			Puzzles are a better way to learn.

			
			

			—

			
		

		
			
			
				
			

		

	OEBPS/9780593136720_nav.xhtml

		
			Contents


			
						Cover


						Title Page


						Copyright


						Contents


						Introduction


						Chapter 1: Crosswords


						Chapter 2: The Puzzle of Puzzles


						Chapter 3: The Rubik’s Cube


						Chapter 4: Anagrams


						Chapter 5: Rebuses


						Chapter 6: Jigsaws


						Chapter 7: Mazes


						Chapter 8: Math and Logic Puzzles


						Chapter 9: Ciphers and Secret Codes


						Chapter 10: Visual Puzzles


						Chapter 11: Sudoku and KenKen


						Chapter 12: Chess Puzzles (Chess Problems)


						Chapter 13: Riddles


						Chapter 14: Japanese Puzzle Boxes


						Chapter 15: Controversial Puzzles


						Chapter 16: Cryptics


						Chapter 17: Scavenger Hunts and Puzzle Hunts


						Chapter 18: Infinite Puzzles


						An Original Puzzle Hunt by Greg Pliska


						Puzzle Resources


						Solutions


						Hints to the Original Puzzle Hunt by Greg Pliska


						Solutions to the Original Puzzle Hunt by Greg Pliska


						Photo Insert


						Dedication


						Acknowledgments


						Image Credits


						Other Titles


						About the Author


			


		
		
			Landmarks


			
						Cover


						Cover


						Title Page


						Contents


						Start


						Copyright


			


		
		
			Print Page List


			
						a


						b


						i


						v


						vi


						xi


						xii


						xiii


						xiv


						xv


						xvi


						3


						4


						5


						6


						7


						8


						9


						10


						11


						12


						13


						14


						15


						16


						17


						18


						19


						20


						21


						22


						23


						24


						25


						26


						27


						28


						29


						30


						31


						32


						33


						34


						35


						36


						37


						38


						39


						40


						41


						42


						43


						44


						45


						46


						47


						48


						49


						50


						51


						52


						53


						54


						55


						56


						57


						58


						59


						60


						61


						62


						63


						64


						65


						66


						67


						68


						69


						70


						71


						72


						73


						74


						75


						76


						77


						78


						79


						80


						81


						82


						83


						84


						85


						86


						87


						88


						89


						90


						91


						92


						93


						94


						95


						96


						97


						98


						99


						100


						101


						102


						103


						104


						105


						106


						107


						108


						109


						110


						111


						112


						113


						114


						115


						116


						117


						118


						119


						120


						121


						122


						123


						124


						125


						126


						127


						128


						129


						130


						131


						132


						133


						134


						135


						136


						137


						138


						139


						140


						141


						142


						143


						144


						145


						146


						147


						148


						149


						150


						151


						152


						153


						154


						155


						156


						157


						158


						159


						160


						161


						162


						163


						164


						165


						166


						167


						168


						169


						170


						171


						172


						173


						174


						175


						176


						177


						178


						179


						180


						181


						182


						183


						184


						185


						186


						187


						188


						189


						190


						191


						192


						193


						194


						195


						196


						197


						198


						199


						200


						201


						202


						203


						204


						205


						206


						207


						208


						209


						210


						211


						212


						213


						214


						215


						216


						217


						218


						219


						220


						221


						222


						223


						224


						225


						226


						227


						228


						229


						230


						231


						232


						233


						234


						235


						236


						237


						238


						239


						240


						241


						242


						243


						244


						245


						246


						247


						248


						249


						253


						254


						255


						256


						257


						258


						259


						260


						261


						262


						263


						264


						265


						266


						267


						268


						269


						270


						271


						272


						273


						274


						275


						276


						277


						278


						279


						280


						281


						282


						283


						284


						285


						286


						287


						288


						289


						290


						291


						292


						293


						294


						295


						296


						297


						298


						299


						301


						302


						303


						304


						305


						306


						307


						308


						309


						310


						311


						312


						313


						314


						315


						316


						317


						318


						319


						320


						321


						323


						324


						325


						326


						327


						328


						329


						330


						331


						332


						333


						334


						335


						1


						2


						3


						5


						6


						7


						8


						10


						11


						12


						13


						14


						15


						16


						vii


						337


						338


						339


						341


						342


						ii


						343


			


		
	

OEBPS/images/page_7.jpg
FUN’S Word-Cross Puzzle.

F

1]
UN

10 11
14 15
18 19

2 3
16 7
200 | |21

22 23

24 25

26

27

28

29

30

3l

Fill in the small squares with words which agree with the following

definitions:

2-3. What bargain hunters
enjoy.

4-5. A written
acknowledgement.

6-7. Such and nothing more.
10-11. A bird.

14-15. Opposed to less.
18-19. What this puzzle is.
22-23. An animal of prey.
26-27. The close of a day.
28-29. To elude.

30-31. The plural of is.

8-9. To cultivate.

12-13. A bar of wood or iron.
16-17. What artists learn to
do.

20-21. Fastened.

24-25. Found on the seashore.
10-18. The fibre of the gomuti
palm.

6-22. What we all should be.
4-26. A day dream.

2-11. A talon.

19-28. A pigeon.

F-7. Part of your head.
23-30. Arriver in Russia.
1-32. To govern.

33-34. An aromatic plant.
N-8. A fist.

24-31. To agree with.
3-12. Part of a ship.
20-29. One.

5-27. Exchanging.
9-25. Sunk in mud.
13-21. A boy.
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SECRET SHARERS
Tracy Bennett and Laura Braunstein

Across

1. Wilderness pack snack

5. Some families have two

10. Dropped letters?

13. Architect Lin or poet Angelou

14. Moon-shaped

15. She played Mia in “Pulp Fiction”
16. Where the Raven was rapping and
tapping, in a Poe poem

18. 87% of New York Times crossword
constructors, in 2017

19. Straw hats and parasols, e.g.

20. Rocky beach particle

22. Camping spot for an Airstream
25. Some sacred winter songs

26. Met Gala, for one

30. Waters who sang “Stormy Weather”
31. Storm and Metro maker
32. "I like the cut of your __"

35. Flowed

38. T. S. Eliot's internal debate about
eating a peach

41."___ -dollar Founding Father without a
father..."

42. Go on the ___ (skedaddle)

44, Some matriarchs

45. Lime, for a certain pie

50. A-line or maxi, for a skirt

52. Monetary unit of Iceland

53. Gertrude Stein's beloved Alice B.
55. Joan Watson portrayer in
“Elementary”

59. Former Texas governor Richards
60. Julia Child had one for hollandaise
63. Make like Mikaela Shiffrin or Picabo
Street

64. Tread lightly

65. Give consent

66. Cloche or pillbox

67. Stands out like a queen, in modern
parlance

68. Unites legally

Down

1. Some SUVs

2. Site of Queen Lili'uokalani’s palace

3. Jeri of “Star Trek” and “Boston Public”

26 (27

30

35

41

50 |51

53

59

63 64

66 67

4. She was Foxy Brown

5. 18th-century American feminist Judith
Sargent ___

6. Plus

7. Jiang Qing, Madame _

8.0On

9.___ Slam (rare achievement in tennis)
10. She's quite a feller

11. Febreze target

12. Karen Blixen and Connie Nielsen, for
two

14. Bounded

17. Angles, as on a jewel

21. “Sk8er ___" (Avril Lavigne hit)

23. On the ___ (derogatory term for
menstruation)

24. Britney's ex

26. The Shakers were one

27. Plains people

28. Like a cowl made on size 15 needles
29. “Learn to Fly” band ___ Fighters

33. Shirin Ebadi's country

34, Defeat

36. Priest who blessed Hannah

37. Like some memes or basements

39. Bring about, as labor

40. Holstein who's udderly productive
43. She's the one in charge: Abbr.

46. First in line?

47. Agents working in bread and beer
48. Log-rolling competitions for a 10-
Down

49. Accustom

50. Cannabis supply

51. Name on a little girl's front end loader,
perhaps

54. Spinnaker, mizzen or 32-Across, e.g.
56. Click the heart icon

57. Tablet that's hard to swallow

58. On-the-road roll reversals?

61. Cook ___ storm

62. State division with a seat: Abbr.
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ACROSS words-3,3) use for this old weapon (4) 27 The ceremonious tart (6)

1 A cause of postscripts (13) 16 Definite (7) 22 Part of one's last will and 30 Fifty fifty (7)

10 Very attentive commonly 17 One of the US (4) testament (4) 31 White wine (7)

(two words-3,4) 18 Achievement that the 24 This knight of old had a 32 “Intense matter”

11 A fool's weapon (7) guardians of the Tower fair start (7)

12 But this isn't to be bought always have at heart (4) 26 Little Samuel has got DOWN

at this shop (6) 19 Proper behaviour (7) something from the pantry to 2 This probably has a lateen
15 Foils start thus (two 20 But cook has a practical make a boat (6) sail (7)

3 What all will be when the
cease fire sounds (6)

4 Try the clue for 22 across
4)

5 Derby winner or preposition
(@D)

6 Systematically sorted (6)

7 When this loses its tail it
doesn’'t grow another (7)

.1 B

8 He rations the port among
those who want it (13)
9 The ups and downs of

business (three words-6,3,4)

13 Conference centre lately
@

14 “Sleep rough” (7)

15 Lay (7)

21 Assess (7)

23 “Having drink taken” (7)
24 Many an oak-tree has this

measurement (6)

25 This might make mad, sir
(6)

28 This German Island
sounds of alluvial origin (4)
29 The last Alice saw of the
White Rabbit (4)
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IN RETIREMENT

BY PETER GORDON

‘What number is the final answer to

FIREBALL

Crosswords

3 “Political power 22 Suva is its

42 Goes over

this puzzle? grows out of capital again
the barrel of a 23 Word with race 43 Opportunity,
ACROSS 55 Thing under a gun” writer or rage metaphorically
1 Monkey or ape fermata 4 Asasubstitute 24 Cozy 44 Part of the
6 Purple Pantone 56 Estrange 5 Considered for stopovers mouth
color bedfellows? a job? 25 Don't leave 45 Camera
10 “Band of 58 Animal whose 6 Squishee seller topless, as a setting
Brothers” event thick fur turns of Springfield room 46 Contract
14 “Manner of white in the 7 Heel 26 “How to 47 _ Palmas
sitting,” in winter 8 Pound sound Survive (Spanish
Sanskrit 62 Kamchatka’s 9 Jamaican reggae Parenthood” province)
15 Reject with setting singer with author LeShan 48 A father of
disdain 63 Place for a the hit “Here 28 Space-saving Dada
16 Due runner Comes the abbr. 49 Unlike
17 Hope for good 64 1962 Olivia de Hotstepper” 29 Bat wood bodybuilders
Tuck Havilland film 10 Turned down, 32 Negatively 50 1959 hit with
20 Like Tourette 72 Sidle in a way charged particle the lyric “He
syndrome 73 Purity measure 11 Linger over 35 Boxer who may ride
awareness 74 Get around 12 __ Lingus defeated forever ‘neath
ribbons 75 Papillons, e.g. (carrier to Schmeling at the streets of
21 Punt’s lack 76 Got on Dublin) Yankee Stadium Boston”
22 Side from a 77 Oceans, to poets 13 HB stat in 1933 52 Landina
wok 15 Recital high 36 1994 Peace foreign country,
27 Georgia’s state DOWN points co-Nobelist of sorts
wildflower 1 Cosmetics 18 “Star Trek: with Arafat and 57 Cleverly
30 The Gaels of brand with dots The Next Rabin humorous
collegiate sports between the Generation” 37 Person with fire person
31 Gruyere letters of its logo character power? 59 Jazz trumpeter
alternative 2 Nazarene’s Tasha __ 40 It hasa Baker who
33 Fails to keep home: Abbr. 19 M. Patate piece triangular body was played by
34 Brand of Ethan Hawke
Scotch whisky —_— — — in the movie
36 It’s often close “Born to Be
to a grand B I16 Blue”
38 Birthday cards? | B B 60 Obtain
39 He never met 20 21 resources from
his brother Seth 3o s 24 o5 126 57 2 2o | 61 It’s along story
41 Sister brand of - - - - 64 Abated, with
Calvin Klein “up”
42 Parent > > * ¥ | 65 Reply to a
43 Impersonates 38 39 40 . bailiff
44 Flight 42 43 44 145 |46 | 66 Unlikely
sergeant’s org.  [ay e |49 50 =T T50 favorite in a
47 Brightyellow | - - horse race
Crayola color 67 2% of
51 1988 Summer  |* > °° P centocinquanta
Olympics host o= 2 _ 68 Ate
city 64 (65 66 |67 |68 69 (70 |71 69 Ballet-loving
53 Affectedly e . 7z Muppet
playful - 70 Nada
54 On the subject 71 Annoyances of

of
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