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Introduction
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By far, the ancient Egyptian civilization is one of the most intriguing, exciting, and awe-inspiring civilizations to ever exist, and part of that is because of its old age. After all, it is the second oldest civilization in the world, merely 500 years younger than the Mesopotamian civilization, which originated in modern-day Iraq and the surrounding region.

Most fascinating about the ancient Egyptians is that they were natural-born storytellers, which shows not only in their myths and gods, but also in how they lived their lives. They invented a unique writing system unique containing over 1,000 signs, including ideograms and phonograms, but that isn't all. The ancient Egyptians managed to fill the walls of their temples, palaces, tombs, obelisks, and even houses with their history, their stories, and the details of how they lived. They immortalized their history on stone, papyrus, and clay.

As you will see in their myths and legends, they used nature and the natural occurrences around them as the core inspiration for everything they wrote. As for why they wrote what they wrote, one can only guess. It could have been an attempt to make sense of the nature around them, for religious and political purposes, or because of their indoctrinated belief that Pharaohs were the link between gods and humans. A theory also states that historical events inspired some myths, but regardless, the reasons don't take away from the greatness of the writings. In fact, they only embellish it.

The only drawback of such excessive documentation, if it can be considered a drawback, is that we are now left with many accounts dating back to various ages. These accounts also differ in several details, such as the names of the gods, the events themselves, and the descriptions of the deities and places. Not only that, but many of the most detailed accounts were found on broken tablets. This all adds up to the fact that what we know about the beliefs of the ancient Egyptians, the stories they told, and the languages they spoke, is still very limited.

On the one hand, it can be disheartening to know that, for all we know, we will never get a single uniform account that explains or tells the full story of Egyptian myths. On the other hand, there is a profound beauty in the variety of perspectives. Ultimately, the content of stories and myths says more about its writers than about anything else, and that is what you will get to experience in the following pages.

How did the ancient Egyptians see nature, the world, and themselves? That is what we will explore throughout this book. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1: The World and its First Gods
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According to Egyptian Mythology, in the beginning, the world was one. A single mass of darkness and chaos. The world's lack of shape and definition was expressed in the form of the four pairs of primordial gods. The first pair, Nu (male) and Nunet (female), represented the primordial water that fused together with the sky and the earth. From their union, the three other pairs of gods came into existence. The second pair, Hehu (male) and Hehut (female) represented infinite time, though they are also believed to have represented the space between the sky and the earth.

The third pair, Kekui (male) and Kekuit (female) represented the fusion of darkness and light. Kekui stood for the darkest hour before dawn, while Kekuit stood for the darkness right after sunset. This could suggest that the world was in a permanent transitional state from day to night and night to day. The fourth and final pair, Kerh (male) and Kerhet (female) - although known by many other names - represented the state of the three previous pairs of gods, which was inactivity.

Through the four pairs of gods and goddesses, a state of fusion existed between male and female, sky, earth, the atmosphere between them, light, and darkness, and all was inactive. In the primordial sea that fused everything, it was believed that chaos existed. Apophis (chaos), a great serpent, permanently swirled through the water that was Nu and Nunet.

That was the state of the world until the spirit of creation decided to set itself in motion, therefore creating himself. Atum, the aforementioned creator, rose from Nu, the primordial water, on a large mass of land called Benben. He then shaped the undefined mass of water into an egg and willed the sun into existence. On his command, the ruse rose over the horizon, and at that moment, Ma'at was created.

Atum is said to have conducted those acts of creation through Heka, which was associated with energy. Eventually, Heka was promoted to a deity with his own priests, temples, and rituals. As for Ma'at, she is the concept of order, balance, and harmony personified in a goddess with wings of ostrich feathers. She is also considered the daughter of Ra and is why the world evolved from a state of disorder to order. She also plays an essential role in the trial of the dead.

Over the years, the identity of the sun god Ra (depicted as a man with the head of a falcon) was blended with that of Atum. In older myths, Atum manifested himself in the sun and then proceeded to create life and the rest of the gods, though in the more recent historical accounts, Atum created Ra, then Ra continued the process of creation. Because of the many common traits between Atum and Ra, they are often regarded as one composite god, Atum-Ra.

The story continues when Ra (Atum-Ra), on the primeval hill upon which he stood, created Shu and Tefnut out of his loneliness. Ra spat out of his mouth and created Shu, the god of dryness and air. After that, Ra had union with his own hand and secreted Tefnut from his body. Tefnut, depicted as a woman with the head of a tiger, became the goddess of humidity and rain.

The two siblings carried out their job, defining the lining between the sky and the earth that was yet to exist. That said, they were gone for too long. Meanwhile, on the Benben, Ra was filled with anguish due to the absence of his children, so he took out his eye and sent it in search for them, hence the Eye of Ra. Eventually, Shu and Tefnut returned and with them their father's eye. Once he was reunited with his children, Ra wept with tears of joy and as his heavy tears landed on the Benben below, creating humankind, men, and women.

Seeing as Ra's creation had no place to live, and the Benben was not enough to house them all, Tefnut and Shu mated to bring to life Geb and Nut. Geb, the god of the earth (often seen with the head of the Nile goose and a snake around his neck) and Nut, the goddess of the sky, symbolized by a water pot over her head. With the creation of Shu, Tefnut, Geb, and Nut, the four basic terrains were created: Air, Water, Earth, and Sky.

Geb and Nut, despite being siblings, fell in a love so powerful, yet Ra didn't approve of their actions. Because he couldn't keep them from each other, he decided to separate them forcefully. The infuriated Ra ordered Shu to create a space between Geb and Nut so that they may forever see each other but never get to touch. Nevertheless, it was already too late since Nut was pregnant with Geb's seed. So, as the earth and sky parted, the sky, Nut, gave birth.

From the mating of Geb and Nut, four other gods came to being, two sons and two daughters. Set, the god with a dog-like face, was known as the god of war, destruction, and disorder. His brother, Osiris, was the god of life, fertility, and agriculture. Later on, Osiris became the god of the afterlife, the dead, and the judge of the underworld. He was depicted as a green-skinned man and was seen by the ancient Egyptians as the bringer of life.

As for the daughters, there was Nephthys who represented death and Isis who represented life. While Nephthys was Set's partner, Isis was Osiris,' and she played a major role in Osiris and Set's animosity. With this birth of Set, Nephthys, Osiris, and Isis, the principles of life and death were set in motion.

Ra's Rule

When the humans were created, and for them, the earth they started populating, Ra's rule extended to them. At first, life went on as usual with the gods living among their people in Heliopolis, which translates to the city of the sun – but things changed as Ra grew older and less fit for rule.

One myth says that due to her rebellious nature, Isis sought the control and power that belonged to the mighty god, Ra. The goddess was already of infinite wisdom and almost god-like in knowledge. Nevertheless, she lacked the power of the great creator, so she made it her goal to acquire his power through the one way she could, namely, by knowing his secret name.

In Egyptian mythology, a god's secret name was what gave them their power and their abilities. Each god's secret name was meant to be known only to them since, once a god's name is revealed, their power could be used against them.

With the desire for power in her heart, Isis decided to visit Ra, where his double throne (symbolic of the northern and southern kingdoms) was erected. As the old god walked, a little spittle fell from his mouth and onto the earth, next to Isis's feet. The goddess saw it was a perfect opportunity, took his spittle along with a handful of the fertile earth, and shaped the mixture into a serpent. She then laid it down in Ra's usual passage that took him to his kingdoms.

Unaware, as Ra stepped down the road, the sacred serpent came to life and sunk its poisoned fangs into the god's flesh. With a mighty cry that penetrated the skies above, life began to drain out of Ra's body. His sons with him leaped to rescue his collapsing body, and though he tried to explain, he could not speak.

The poison rushed to his veins, causing him great agony, the source of which he didn't know - it was a life that was not created by him so he couldn't command it. Isis then came up to Ra, feigning concern for the dying god. She told him it was a snake that chose to rebel against its own creator and poison him. Being the goddess of life, her words bore with them a great power known and felt by Ra. Isis knew that in his hour of need and torment, Ra was desperate enough and willing to speak his name onto her.

Isis offered to cure him, but she insisted he give her his name in return. As the pain got stronger, Ra finally conceded and gave his consent for Isis to search within him, and by doing so, he forfeited his name, letting it pass onto Isis. Having succeeded in becoming the mistress of the gods, Isis commanded the poison to leave Ra's body and spare his life.

The Rebellion and Separation of Mankind

The story of how the world of humans was separated from the world of the gods began with men rebelling against Ra. It all took place when the humans realized that their creator, Ra, was too old and worn with age. When men realized that, they started conspiring against him, but because Ra was all-knowing, their words and schemes didn't go by unnoticed. Ra had no mercy
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