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Dedicated to all the veterans who served during the Cold War.  It wasn’t for glory, or recognition but for duty and honor that they volunteered to serve this great country.  These exemplary people put their country first, above their families, communities, and even their own lives.  They took the oath, “...to honor and protect this country against all enemies...” and prepared daily, in the most difficult of conditions and to the limit of their endurance, to face that enemy if their country dictated it.  We can all thank God that a war with the communist never broke out.  We should all be thankful for the men and women who volunteered during this time of crisis known as the Cold War.
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In the summer of 1985, I was a senior instructor in the 25th Infantry Division’s Noncommissioned Officers’ Academy in Hawaii.  While the principal location for the academy was on the island of Oahu at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, the Basic Noncommissioned Officers Course for Combat Arms (BNCOC) was in an isolated area surrounded by the Hawaiian forest on the north shore of Oahu; this training area was known as “Kahuku Training Area.”  It was there that I met a young hard-charging anti-tank weapons sergeant named Bob Kern.  Bob was one of my students, and over 30 years later I still remember his dedication to learning all he could to be an outstanding leader of men.  Some things never change with time... 

One night not too long ago, I was reading Bob’s first book in the We Were Soldiers Too series.  It told Bob’s story as an infantry soldier in the 1980s, serving in Germany, Hawaii and stateside.  Bob’s name seemed familiar to me as I picked-up the book and as it progressed.  I was reading about this young sergeant serving in 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division.  I read chapter after chapter and the reason Bob Kern seemed familiar to me was made clear.  He was a member of a class of noncommissioned officers that I had trained in Kahuku.  The memories quickly came back as I read about his time as my student.  Especially, when he wrote about the night our soldiers planned and executed a reconnaissance and raid on the academy’s compound.  His was the only class I had that was advanced enough to grasp the instruction of anti-armor tactics necessary to conduct this extra training.  Bob was the patrol leader that night and highly impressed me with his skills.

Bob’s series of books should become required reading for any student of military history, particularly the cold war.  These books not only describe times, events and places from that era, they provide the reader with first-hand accounts from veterans who were there.  The soldiers on the front lines of democracy and the many situations and events that would shape history.  Events that never even made the last page of hometown newspapers.  Yet, collectively, were the primary reasons that our nation did not find itself in the middle of a shooting war with our communist adversaries.  This volume concentrates on the history patrolling the border in the country formerly known as West Germany.  A border that separated the free world and the communist countries of East Germany and Czechoslovakia.  Soldiers as young as 18 years old found themselves responsible for 24 hours a day surveillance.  This was an environment where even the slightest mistake could have been catastrophic.

These are the stories that Bob Kern has masterfully collected and put together.  Each chapter features a different veteran who served at various times with different jobs and military units.  The beauty of his work is that the stories and experiences insure the cold war heroes and patriots will never be forgotten.  This important part of history can be passed on to future generations trying to understand and grasp just what the cold war was about.

The mid-1970s through the “official” end of the cold war shortly after the walls came down were especially tough times to be a soldier and wear the uniform of our country.  Too many people had a bad feeling towards the military due to the Vietnam war and treated us with disdain and disrespect.  Regardless of how someone feels about political decisions, the men and women who wear the uniform are volunteering to make even the most extreme sacrifice, that is, laying their life down for their country.  I remember many a cold, freezing, miserable night in the European countryside where I had to remind myself just what it was all about.  What really opened my eyes was the time I met someone who had escaped from East Berlin.  The freedoms we have had and took for granted were worth the risk she had taken.  She was willing to give her life to obtain this freedom.  I will never forget the look in her eyes when she had reached West Germany and freedom.  Those images have never left my mind, even to this day.  It made all the sacrifice made as a cold war soldier even more worth the while.

For the soldiers who read this book, clear your mind of today’s events and prepare yourself to go back in time.  A journey to places like Grafenwoehr, Hohenfels, Wildflecken, Hammelburg, Fulda, Hof, West Berlin and so many more places where we served.  I hope the stories told by the soldiers in this book provide you with a true reminder of where we were as young Americans serving and representing our country.  For those who were not there with us, but are reading Bob’s series of books, welcome to our “world”.  It was a time of excitement, fear, tremendously demanding work, and the never-ending thought about “when will the Soviets invaded West Germany and NATO.”  Enjoy this peek at a side of history rarely seen.

Even though there was not a “hot war” going on during this time, I hope we never forget that there was a war going on that cost some people their lives.

I am proud to say: “We Were Soldiers, Too!”

Dennis M. Bullard

Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army (retired)

Salt Lake City, Utah
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Chapter 1

Joe DiMaria

1945
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Joe DiMaria served in Germany at the very end of World War II. This bronze star recipient was there when the Cold War began. 

The bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 was a defining moment for his generation. The unscrupulous sneak attack by the Japanese on the Pacific Fleet in Hawaii was fresh in his memory. The United States Congress wasted no time and officially declared war on Japan the next day. Hitler would declare war on the United States three days later, on December 11, 1941. Congress responded by declaring war on Germany that same day.

News of the attack on Pearl Harbor froze time for everyone across the country. It stirred patriotism and caused thousands of young men to enlist in the military.

Joe finally turned eighteen years old and immediately enlisted in the army. He was sent to Louisiana for three months of basic training. Training was very demanding and physical like he expected. It was the rain he hadn’t expected. Joe can’t recall a single day that it didn’t rain. For three long months. The war and draft had created a huge influx of young men into the military. This meant the army didn’t have enough barracks for the number of recruits it was training. Joe’s unit was forced to sleep in their pup-tents the entire three months. That’s three months of a brutal basic training and sleeping on the ground. A muddy ground in a rain that never ended.

Joe was sent from Louisiana to Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri and trained in communications. The end of the war in Europe was in sight while Joe was at AIT. The Yalta Conference was held in February, 1945. President Franklin Roosevelt, Britain’s Winston Churchill, and Joseph Stalin of the Soviet Union met to discuss the ending of the war in Europe. The three leaders were united in the decision to demand Germany’s unconditional surrender. The most crucial decision they made would affect the forthcoming Cold War. The decision was made to divide Germany into four military occupation zones. The country would be split in two, as East and West Germany. The Soviet Union was given the entire Eastern Germany and it became a communist country. West Germany would become a democracy and split into three occupation zones. Britain occupied the north with France in the southwest and the United States in the southern part of West Germany. The former capital of Berlin was in the Soviet Union zone. It was divided into four zones as well. A few other agreements were made. Stalin agreed to join the war against Japan. He also told both leaders he would allow the free elections in the Eastern Europe countries that fell under the Soviet zones of occupation. The three leaders departed with an agreement for the fate of Germany.​[1]

Meanwhile, Joe finished AIT and was flown to Camp San Luis Obispo in California. Camp San Luis Obispo was located thirteen miles from Morrow Bay, the site of the Naval Amphibious Training Base. Troops were transported by ship to the war in Europe. He went through very intense training to prepare for the beach landing in France. The Navy ship would only get the troops close to shore. Joe spent three weeks commuting by truck, back and forth from the camp to Morrow Bay. The training for an amphibious landing was very thorough.

The first thing they taught him was loading and unloading the landing craft units. This involved climbing down rope ladders on a frame that simulated the side of a ship. Once this was mastered, the troops navigated the landing crafts out of Morrow Bay to the Pacific Ocean. The first few days, the instructors made them spend hours out in the ocean. This was designed to acclimate the trainees to the changing conditions of the open seas. More than a few heads were seen hanging over the side of the crafts as soldiers paid tribute to the mighty Pacific Ocean.

Up the coast from Morrow Bay was Estero Bay. This is where the soldiers practiced landing and beach assaults. The landing crafts would bring them to the shore, drop its back ramp, and the soldiers would disembark the craft. They were taught an orderly way to quickly exit the craft and secure the beach. There was a very good chance the landings would be done under enemy fire. As each soldier exited the craft, they went to their designated spot and assumed a prone position, facing the enemy. They were then expected to provide cover fire for the rest of the troops exiting the landing crafts.​[2]

Estero Bay was set up to provide a hostile landing site for this training. The landing site was filled with barriers and traps to simulate a real combat landing. They were greeted by opposing forces firing machine guns over their heads as they landed. Land mines were detonated up and down the beach to add even more realism to the training. The military wanted to create a realistic replica of a beach landing in a combat zone. They succeeded. Joe’s first assault scared the dickens out of him. After three weeks of this, Joe was prepared for the landing in France.

Ironically, at the beginning of World War II, the United States military didn’t have any amphibious landing craft in its inventory. The country modeled the designs for them after the crafts Britain was using in the war. The most common amphibious assault landing craft was the Landing Craft for Vehicles and Personnel (LCVP.) It was also known as the Higgins Boat, after Andrew Higgins in Britain who designed and built the first landing craft. The craft was 36.2 feet long by 10.9 feet wide. It could transport up to thirty-six troops. The LCVP had two .30 caliber machine guns mounted on it to provide fire support for the landings, if needed.​[3]

Joe’s training group was split in half when the training ended. One half was given orders for the war effort against Japan in the Pacific. The other half was flown to New York, where they would board a ship to join the war in Europe.

Joe’s ship arrived at Le Havre, France on March 25, 1945. The Le Havre was reclaimed from the Nazi’s on September 12, 1944. The entire city was nearly flattened from intense bombing days before the Nazi exit. The city was located on the English Channel and would be a strategic city for Allied forces. The Nazi’s knew this and destroyed all the ship docks in the harbor prior to withdrawing. The United States quickly rebuilt everything. This would become a vital logistics port to support the fight north of the city. Troops and supplies were easily unloaded from the ships here.

The Allies surrounded the city with camps. These camps served as staging areas to prepare incoming soldiers for the front lines. The camps were named after brands of cigarettes to keep them secret from the enemies. The names were Camp Lucky Strike, Camp Old Gold, Camp Pall Mall, Camp Phillip Morris, Camp Chesterfield, Camp Twenty Grand, Camp Home Run, and Camp Wings. Joe was sent to Camp Lucky Strike.​[4] France had been liberated by this time, so Joe was sent to Germany.

Schweinfurt was a small manufacturing town in northern Bavaria on the Main River. One of the factories made nonfiction bearings used in aircraft, weapons, and machinery. Over half of Germany’s wheel bearings were made at this facility, making it a key target of allied forces. The German’s were defeated in Schweinfurt in April, 1945. Joe got there after the battle with the Nazi’s had ended. The front-lines were about two miles from the city when Joe arrived.

The Nazi’s were retreating by the thousands by this time. They couldn’t get away from the Allied Forces fast enough and used the autobahns to speed their escape. Joe was sent to Aachen, Germany, where he would see his first action in the war.

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd President of the United States, died on April 12, 1945. Vice President Harry S. Truman was sworn in as the 33rd President. The passing of President Roosevelt had no impact on the war in Europe. Allied forces had the Nazi’s on the ropes and the war was nearing its end. Adolf Hitler committed suicide in a bunker in Berlin on April 30, 1945. He took the coward’s way out by swallowing a capsule of cyanide. He then shot himself with his pistol.​[5]

Now leaderless and on the run, the Nazi’s quickly surrendered. The final documents of Germany’s surrender were signed in Berlin on May 8, 1945. Joe’s unit was working their way from Aachen to a camp near Dusseldorf. Joe would spend three days there once his unit arrived. A new replacement joined his unit in Dusseldorf. The new guy spoke fluent German.

Joe finally had some spare time and he knew exactly how to spend it. He had hoped to get a German Luger as a keepsake from the war. The Luger pistol was used by the German military in both World War I and II. Joe convinced the new guy to go with him on a reconnaissance mission for the pistol. They procured a jeep and trailer for their mission. Together, they drove to the nearest town to speak with the Burgermeister (like a mayor). Joe had his new best friend, the German speaking soldier, do the talking. He asked the Burgermeister where the nearest German base was.

They followed the directions they were given, feeling like they were on a treasure hunt. It wasn’t long before they had no idea where they were at. Fortunately, they came across two Russian boys who knew where the base was at. They brought the boys along to make sure they didn’t get lost again. The boys were telling the truth and they soon arrived at the German base. Upon arriving, they asked the gate guard to direct them to whomever was in charge. 

They located the soldier and Joe’s partner informed him that their commander would arrive the next day to accept their surrender. He then asked him where their weapons were secured at. The soldier led them to an oversized truck a short distance away. He lifted the tarp off the rear of the truck. He was shocked to see the cargo bed was tightly packed with the entire camps rifles and pistols. Struggling to keep from grinning, Joe pulled the jeep over to the truck and began loading the trailer. Between the two of them, and the Russian boys, the trailer was quickly packed. They loaded the jeep and hightailed it off the base, terrified their ruse would be discovered.

Joe dropped the boys off where he found them. He gave them each a pistol for their help. Joe and his partner returned to camp with a sweet trove of treasure from their quest. Word quickly spread of Joe’s escapade to the guys in his unit. He shared the weapons he had procured with each of them. The only German weapons he kept for himself were a Luger, a Walther P38, and a Beretta.

The first successful atomic bomb test occurred on July 16, 1945.​[6] The Potsdam Conference began the next day in Berlin. It would end on August 2, 1945. The leaders from the same three Allied countries attended- Truman, Churchill, and Stalin. Churchill was replaced on the 28th by the new British Prime Minister Clement Attlee. The conference finalized all the details of the agreements made at the Yalta Conference. The leaders also issued a demand to Japan for their unconditional surrender. Truman didn’t want to jeopardize Stalin’s commitment to joining the war against Japan. He waited until the end of the conference before mentioning a “new weapon” to him.​[7]  The use of the atomic bomb would end the war and the need for the Soviets to join it.

Joe’s unit was ordered to drive some vehicles to Pilsen, Czechoslovakia. Joe was told to drive an M29 Weasel. The Weasel was a smaller version of a tank with an open top where the turret would have been. It had a five-man capacity. There were two seats up front for a driver and a passenger. Three seats were in the back for additional passengers. They were designed smaller to enable them to access areas other armored and wheeled vehicles couldn’t.

Somehow, Joe got separated from the rest of the convoy. He safely navigated his way to Pilsen. Joe soon found himself being sent to a nearby Prisoner of War (POW) camp. His unit was tasked with liberating all the prisoners being held there. Freeing these poor souls was one of the proudest moments of his life. It didn’t take the Allied forces long to secure the newly liberated European countries and free all prisoners. Soldiers started getting orders to return home. Joe got his to leave Germany for New York at the end of June. He returned to Le Havre, France, where he boarded the SS Brazil for the trip home. Joe went on leave as soon as he returned stateside.

While he was on leave, a meeting that would set the stage for the next forty-six years occurred. This important meeting would determine the future of Germany. President Harry S. Truman met with Winston Churchill and Joseph Stalin in Potsdam, Germany. The three would begin discussion on postwar Germany. The meeting lasted from July 17 to August 2, 1945. Many decisions were made during this historical meeting.  Winston Churchill was defeated by Clemont Attlee in that year’s election.  Prime Minister Attlee would replace Churchill in Potsdam on July 28, 1945.​[8]

Joe had orders to report to Fort Bragg after this to finish out his enlistment. He reported to Fort Bragg where he was immediately given new orders. The army was sending him to Fort Lewis, Washington instead.  The United States had dropped both atomic bombs and Japan had surrendered. He arrived only to learn he was being sent overseas again. Joe found himself on another ship, but this time headed to Japan. The ship docked at Yokohama Harbor.

His next destination was Kumagaya, Japan. Kumagaya has a unique distinction at the end of the war. It was one of four Japanese cities that were bombed after the Japanese had surrendered. Allied commanders authorized these targets to be hit knowing this. Their logic- the United States hadn’t officially accepted their surrender.​[9] Joe arrived after all of this. He would only spend three months in Japan before returning stateside.

Former Prime Minister Churchill is credited with coining the phrase “Iron Curtain.”  He was denouncing the Soviet Union in a speech on March 5, 1946.  He was speaking at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri.  Part of his speech included the line, “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the continent.”  The reference to the border separating the communist controlled countries from the west stuck.  This border was commonly referred to as the “Iron Curtain” for the duration of the Cold War.​[10] 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 2

Ingo Schiller

1962-63
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Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia on March 15, 1939. Poland was next and fell to the Nazi’s on September 1, 1939. The invasion of Poland triggered the beginning of World War II. Britain and France would declare war on Germany two days later.​[11] Ingo Schiller was born in the small town of Zatec, Czechoslovakia in November 1939.  Zatec was just north of Prague. Life became extremely difficult for little Ingo and his family with the Nazi occupation of his country. Conditions deteriorated so badly they were forced to move. They left Czechoslovakia with hardly any possessions. The only items they left with were the few things that fit into the cart they pulled. The family fled to Bavaria in southern Germany in 1941. The war forced them to keep on the move to survive. They traveled from one farm town to the next, staying with anyone who offered them refuge.

Ingo was almost six years old when the war ended in Germany. He doesn’t recall anything from his youth during the war. His history, to that point, comes from stories told by his parents. He does remember having a Saint Bernard and a turkey as pets during his early childhood. His parents eventually moved in with friends that owned a house. Ingo had always wanted to be an American soldier. The sight of American soldiers and tanks was quite common in the fifties. This made quite the impression on the young Ingo. He decided at an early age that this was what he wanted.

Ingo turned eighteen in 1957 and applied for a visa to the United States. He had an aunt in the United States and he wanted to go live with her. His visa was approved in 1959 and he moved to the States immediately. His parents, siblings, and extended family would remain in Germany. Ingo told his aunt of his desire to enlist in the military when he first arrived in the US. He tried to enlist in 1960, but was told he didn’t speak English well enough. Ingo is a very positive person and didn’t view this denial as a problem. He was tickled to death to be in the US.

Ingo quickly found a fantastic job in Spokane, Washington. This job allowed him to work with people from all over the world. Life was going great for this young man in his new country. Then the irony of all ironies happened. The same army that wouldn’t allow him to enlist, drafted him. He received his draft notice in October, 1961 and was officially drafted in 1962. He was sent to Fort Ord, California for his basic and advanced individual training. The army then flew him from San Francisco to Fort Dix, New Jersey. They then put him on a bus to New York to be shipped, by boat, to Germany. He traveled on the Military Sea Transportation Service (MSTS) ship the Maurice Rose. The ship ported at Bremerhaven, West Germany.

Ingo disembarked the ship and found himself, once again, in Germany. He received
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