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●  The University of Notre Dame was founded in 1842, but the Fighting Irish football team didn't begin play until 1887.

●  The team played its first game on November 23, 1887, against Michigan, resulting in an 8-0 loss.

●  Originally, the team did not have an official nickname. They were often called the "Catholics" or "Domers".

●  The name "Fighting Irish" was first used in the 1920s and became official in 1927.

●  The Notre Dame campus features a statue called "Fair Catch Corby" which celebrates a chaplain from the Civil War, representing the strong link between the University and the Irish-American community.

●  Notre Dame’s football program was originally considered to be a club sport.

●  The first Notre Dame touchdown was scored by Al Bergman in a game against Harvard preparatory school from Chicago.

●  Early Notre Dame football teams traveled extensively by train to play opponents, covering thousands of miles a season.

●  In the early days, Notre Dame students would gather and form the "tunnel" through which players would run onto the field.

●  The team's first mascot was a terrier named "Brick Top Shuanessy" in 1930.

●  Knute Rockne, a legendary coach for Notre Dame, was initially a player and graduated in 1914.

●  Notre Dame claims 11 national championships but has been recognized with as many as 22 by different organizations.

●  The school's iconic golden helmets were introduced in 1924.

●  Notre Dame Stadium was opened in 1930 with a capacity of 54,000.

●  The original Notre Dame Stadium was modeled after Michigan Stadium but at a smaller scale.

●  Notre Dame’s traditional rivals include the USC Trojans and the Navy Midshipmen.

●  The Notre Dame-Navy rivalry is the longest uninterrupted intercollegiate football series in the country.

●  The team has an ongoing tradition of singing the "Notre Dame Alma Mater" after every home game.

●  The iconic "Play Like a Champion Today" sign in the team's locker room was put up by coach Lou Holtz in the 1980s.

●  The Fighting Irish have produced seven Heisman Trophy winners.

●  Notre Dame football has been independent in terms of conference affiliation for most of its history.

●  The famed Four Horsemen of Notre Dame played in the 1920s and are considered one of the greatest college football backfields of all time.

●  Notre Dame football games have been broadcast on the radio since the 1930s.

●  The "Fighting Irish" nickname is believed to have been derived from the fighting spirit shown by Irish immigrant soldiers during the American Civil War.

●  In the 1910s, Rockne and teammate Gus Dorais famously used the forward pass as a primary offensive weapon, revolutionizing the game.

●  The 1966 Notre Dame vs. Michigan State game ended in a controversial 10-10 tie, leading to a heated national championship debate.

●  Notre Dame's longest unbeaten streak stands at 39 games, spanning from 1946 to 1950.

●  Notre Dame holds the record for most All-Americans in college football history.

●  The team's blue and gold colors represent the Virgin Mary (blue) and the light of knowledge (gold).

●  The "Notre Dame Victory March" is one of the most recognizable college fight songs in the country.

●  The university refused to join the Big Ten conference in the early 20th century due to disagreements over player eligibility.

●  Notre Dame's original football field was located southeast of the current stadium.

●  During World War II, training for naval officers was held at Notre Dame, further strengthening its ties with the Navy.

●  The 1947 team was notable for not allowing a single rushing touchdown during the entire season.

●  In 1964, Ara Parseghian took over as head coach and immediately turned the program around, winning a national title in his third season.

●  The Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes on campus is a popular spot for players and fans to visit and light a candle before games.

●  Notre Dame played its 1,000th football game in 1995.

●  The school has rejected several bowl invitations over the years due to academic concerns.

●  The Fighting Irish have more than 800 all-time victories.

●  Notre Dame boasts over 50 members in the College Football Hall of Fame.

●  The team has produced numerous NFL stars, including Joe Montana, Tim Brown, and Jerome Bettis.

●  The football program has its own hall of fame called the "Ring of Honor" in Notre Dame Stadium.

●  The 1940s and 1950s are often considered the "Golden Era" of Notre Dame football.

●  Touchdown Jesus, a mural on the Hesburgh Library, overlooks the stadium and has become a symbol of Notre Dame football.

●  The team's pregame ritual includes attending mass, a team meal, and a walk to the stadium.

●  The Irish Guard, a group of students in traditional Irish attire, accompanies the band during halftime shows.

●  The 1977 team, known as the "Green Machine", surprised fans by wearing green jerseys and went on to win the national title.

●  Notre Dame has a tradition of not having names on the back of its jerseys.

●  The school's first official football coach was James L. Morrison in 1894.

●  Over the years, Notre Dame has had numerous undefeated seasons, including in 1919, 1920, 1924, 1929, 1930, and 1949.
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