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*NEW* 

One Christmas Night

Hades’ Spawn Christmas Novella

Now Available!

Luke and Emily have each other, and their toddler son, but every other relationship in their lives is strained—the result of the violent events revolving around the Spawn and the club’s president two years before. 

When the president of Hades’ Spawn, Oakie Walker, insists Luke and Emily host the club’s Christmas Party, Luke’s not very happy. Though he was reinstated as a member of the Spawn, and maintains their clubhouse, he spends only the time he has to with the club. 

Emily’s adoptive father, Sam Dougherty, makes no bones that biker Luke is not good enough for his daughter, while her biological father, Rob, wants to get closer to her and his grandson and no one but Emily is happy about it. Add to the mix that the president of a rival motorcycle club, the Rojos, does everything he can to create the impression that Luke will join his gang, and you have a recipe for one explosive Christmas party. 

Can Luke and Emily negotiate the tricky currents of the demands from those around them? Or will it damage their relationship if they do? 
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Making Her His

Saks’ Story

Anthony Parks, AKA Saks straddles two worlds and neither one is very reputable. One is as a motorcycle mechanic and Road Captain of the Hades Spawn, a none too squeaky clean motorcycle club. The other is as the scion of an organized crime family who wants him to join the family business, something he is loathed to do.   

Recent events with the Spawn has soured his community reputation, and while certain women like bad boys, those kind of women are not who Saks is looking for. Add pressure from his family that “it is time to marry” Saks is faced with an impossible situation. 

His wise-guy uncle proposes an arranged marriage between Saks and the daughter of a dom from another crime family. And when he meets a mysterious blonde that shows him love at first sight is possible, he knows that he could never accept his uncle proposal. Now he would just have to figure out a way to tell Uncle Vits without getting excommunicated from the family or putting the Spawn in the crosshairs of a powerful crime organization. While he is doing that he has to find the woman who has stolen his heart.

Christina

Christina Marie Serafini decided a long time ago that her loving but paternalistic family wasn’t going to determine the course of her life. She had no desire to get mixed up in any of the many legal and illegal businesses her family owned. Chrissy had earned a Masters in Business and Communications on her own dime, and she just landed her dream job of Director of Marketing for an up and coming business. 

Marriage and a family isn’t in her game plan right now and when she did marry it was going to be a respectable man. When her grandfather announced he had arranged a marriage for her with “a nice Italian man,” Christina goes ballistic. She wasn’t going to marry anyone, let alone someone chosen for her. She certainly wouldn’t marry a member from another crime family. Chrissy could only imagine what kind of opportunistic carogna would agree to marry a woman he never met. 

Urged by her sister to at least check him out, she goes to his family’s bar to confirm her suspicions. That’s when she finds a handsome biker that knows exactly how to send her emotions and body into overdrive. But realizing the hunky man is the one her grandfather wants to marry sends her into flight mode even though he haunts her dreams. 

Once he finds her can Saks convince the woman of his dreams to look past his family connections to take a chance on a lowly motorcycle mechanic? And if he does, can he look past hers?

COMING January 2017 

– Excerpt included at end of book! – 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​​​Find Lexy Timms:


[image: ]


Lexy Timms Newsletter:

http://eepurl.com/9i0vD

Lexy Timms Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/SavingForever

Lexy Timms Website:

http://lexytimms.wix.com/savingforever
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From Best Selling Author, Lexy Timms, comes a motorcycle club romance that'll make buy a Harley and fall in love all over again.

Emily Rose Dougherty is a good Catholic girl from mythical Walkerville, CT. She had somehow managed to get herself into a heap trouble with the law, all because an ex-boyfriend has decided to make things difficult.

Luke “Spade” Wade owns a Motorcyle repair shop and is the Road Caption for Hades’ Spawn MC. He’s shocked when he reads in the paper that his old high school flame has been arrested. She’s always been the one he couldn’t forget.

Will destiny let them find each other again? Or what happens in the past, best left for the history books?
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​​​CHAPTER ONE
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In Love for 60 Seconds

The sun streamed in the open driver’s side window as Emily drove Interstate 91 away from her job in New Haven. The wind blew through the car, warm and full of the promise of the first decent spring day after the brutal New England winter. On either side of the four-lane highway, the bare branches of the trees sprouted the light green beginnings of leaves. Emily loved this time of year, and how the trees looked, fresh and newborn. She smiled, glad for the sun and the breeze that flowed over her dress. Soon summer would be here and she would spend what days she could at the beach. 

The revving of an engine caused her to glance to her side, where a man riding a pearl orange Harley, a 2009 XL Sportster, a bike built for speed, passed her Honda Civic. She caught her breath. His black hair whipped back, and his white t-shirt fluttered across his broad and muscled chest under his leather jacket. His thick thighs hugged the hog and his black biker’s boots rested with confidence on the foot pegs. In that passing glance, she caught his face, a black goatee framing his jaw and chin, though his eyes were shaded by reflective sunglasses. 

He was gorgeous.

At that moment, Emily Rose Dougherty knew she was in love. She loved these men who claimed the road without caution on thrumming beasts that were a heart beat away from danger. Emily loved their wild hearts that lusted to have the open road before them. It was a freedom that Emily only tasted briefly, her arms wrapped around his waist, breathing in the scent of leather and of him, loving how her body melted in his.

Luke. 

There was still a sharp pang in her heart, a twitch of her heart strings, when she thought about her high school love. Luke Wade was everything her conservative Catholic parents hated. Motorcycle riding, leather jacketed, wrong-side-of-the-law bad boy. Everything about Luke screamed trouble.

She loved him.

Not for his bad boy ways. No. When Luke was with her he displayed an entirely different side. Loving. Thoughtful. Concerned only for her welfare. He was not the young man that people said he was.

It didn’t matter. 

The rev of the motor beside her shook Emily out of her reverie, and the bike roared up the highway, taking the man she was in love with for sixty seconds, away.

Gone.

Just like Luke.  

#
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Something was wrong. 

When Emily got to her third-floor apartment, the door hung cracked open. Hers was a small one bedroom with the kitchenette separated from the living room by a half wall with a counter. She didn’t own much: just a little furniture, a couch with side tables, a coffee table and a small television. There was nothing of value in her apartment, nothing to draw thieves.

What happened? Did Mrs. Diggerty leave the door unlocked again? Her elderly neighbor was kindly, but getting forgetful. She liked to visit with Emily’s cat, Reger, during the day, and Emily, kind hearted that she was, gave the woman a key to her apartment. Emily reasoned it was good that someone else could look after things for her if she got stuck at work, like that couple days during that awful blizzard last winter. However, now she’d have to rethink the key privileges. 

“Hello,” said Emily, opening her front door cautiously. “Mrs. Diggerty, is that you?”

Reger let out a keening cry. 

“Reger, sweetie, come here, baby.”

The yellow tabby shot towards her, rubbing himself furiously against her legs. Emily picked him up and gave him a kiss between his ears.

“Sure, the cat gets all the love.”

Emily stiffened recognizing the voice. She walked in and shut the front door to find her boyfriend, Evan, his lanky body splayed on the couch. His blonde hair spilled messily on his forehead, and his blue eyes were bloodshot. He was drinking, again, an all-too-frequent occurrence since he lost his job. 

“Evan,” she said tightly. “What’re you doing here?”

“Waiting for you. Since you took your sweet time getting home, I got a little curious.” He lifted a brown leather journal, Emily’s journal, and waved it in the air.

“Very interesting reading.”

“How dare you! That’s private!” She stood, unsure if she should grab the journal or had the damage already been done?

“I can see why. Luke this, Luke that.”

Emily’s eyes widened. She always used the same type of journal since she started writing it when she was twelve. She must have filled twelve of them by now. But how did he find her high school journal? There was only one way. “You dug through my closet!”

He shrugged. “I especially like this entry.” Evan thumbed open the book.

He read: Luke and I fell asleep while watching the stars. When we woke up it was two AM. Boy was mom and dad angry. They grounded me until the end of school. I know they hate Luke, but that just isn’t fair.

Emily didn’t think she’d ever been this angry. Her hands balled into fists as they hung at her sides.

“Watching the stars...” Evan smirked. “Is that what you called it?”

“Give me that,” demanded Emily, advancing on Evan. She swiped for the journal, but his longer arms held it out of her grasp.

“So all this good-girl stuff you’ve handed me is a load of crap. You put out for this Luke guy, but you won’t with me.”

“It’s not crap. Nor is it any of your business.”

“I say it is.” Evan grabbed her arm and jerked her down to his lap. “You’ve been telling me ‘no’ for months now. Know what? I’m tired of it.”

Emily tried to squirm out of his arms but he was too strong. “Let me go!”

“Give me a kiss,” he said, holding his face close to hers. 

“No! Let me go, or I’ll start screaming.” Emily kept trying to push him away. The smell of stale alcohol puffed from his breath and pores.

He sneered. “Who’s going to hear you?”

“The neighbors.”

“That old bat next door is almost as deaf as a stump. Come on, baby.” Evan pushed his lips to hers, covering her breast with his hand, pinching the nipple through her dress. 

Stuck on his lap, held down by his strong arms, Emily didn’t have much leverage. There was only one thing to do. She clamped down on his lip with her teeth.

“Damn!” protested Evan, pulling his head away and rubbing his lip where she bit him. 

Emily took advantage of his surprise and jumped off his lap. She lifted the lamp on the side table by the couch, turning over the pictures and nicknacks on it as she did so, and held it like she was going to swing it. “Get out!” She was breathing hard, frightened and pumped up to take a swing at him. All she needed was an excuse. 

Evan glared at her. “Bitch.”

Unfortunately, that was not enough of an excuse. But calling her that didn’t help his cause. 

“I’m not going to say it twice. Get. Out. Now.”

Wiping his mouth with the back of his hand, he stood. “I see how it is. You can slut around with this Luke guy, but your boyfriend is another matter. You’re just a cock teaser.”

“Get out! Now! And don’t bother to come back. We’re through.”

Evan looked at her stunned, and backed away. She shook the lamp in her hands, and he turned and left the apartment, slamming the door so hard the pictures on the wall rattled. 

Emily sank to the couch, her hands shaking. Her eyes filled with tears. She had thought Evan was a good guy up until he lost his job. Then he became jealous and possessive. Today was just the last in a string of nasty incidents. However, with him coming into her home without permission, going through her things, and reading her personal diaries, well, it was too much. 

A timid knock sounded on the door. 

Emily rolled her eyes. He’d better not have returned with one of his insincere apologies.

“Yes,” she called out, glancing at the lamp she’d set down.

“It’s Mrs. Diggerty.”

She opened the door a crack. 

Mrs. Diggerty was in her seventies, very thin and wore her hair in a bun on top of her head. She usually wore dresses, but she always wore a full apron. “Is everything, okay, dear,” said Mrs. Diggerty. “I heard shouting.”

“Evan and I broke up.”

“Oh. I’m sorry, sweetie.”

“I’m not.”

She looked ready to cry. “But I let him in. He said he wanted to surprise you.”

“Well, from now on he’s not allowed in my apartment.” Emily sighed and forced a smile. Mrs. Diggerty hadn’t meant to cause any problems. It wasn’t her fault. 

She nodded her head. “Is Reger okay?”

“He’s fine. You can come in if you want.”

Mrs. Diggerty petted Reger for a few minutes, giving him some attention, while Emily picked up the pictures and knickknacks that had fallen on the floor. 

Emily didn’t speak to her, even though she should. It was just the words wouldn’t come out. 

“It’s okay, dear,” said Mrs. Diggerty gently. “I see you need some alone time.”

“See you tomorrow.” Emily didn’t try to argue. 

Mrs. Diggerty closed the door softly, and Emily sank to the couch. Reger jumped into her lap and rubbed her face with his. Absently, Emily stroked her feline friend. 

She closed her eyes, feeling sad. It wasn’t because she ended things with Evan. He never could claim her heart. That was the problem. In a way, she couldn’t blame Evan for being angry with her. She always kept him, and if she was honest, every man at arm’s length. It was as if there was a lock on her heart. 

Emily picked up the journal Evan discovered buried in a box in her walk-in closet. She flipped it open.

I can’t believe Luke Wade paid attention to me, to me, Emily Rose Dougherty, of Wakefield, CT. When I went to my locker at lunch he was there smiling, at me! I asked what he was doing, and he said, “Waiting for the prettiest girl in school.” “Who’s that?” I asked. “You, of course.” I melted, just melted.  I’m definitely not the kind of girl he hangs out with, not like Sheila Harmon who is always clinging to him. He looks so cool on that motorcycle of his...

Emily flipped forward a few pages.

He kissed me! He actually kissed me! I thought I was going to die my heart sped up so fast. When he kissed me it wasn’t a sloppy tongue kiss like Ted Healy tried to give me. No, it was smooth, and delicious, our lips sliding together like they were meant to kiss each other forever.

And then a few more.

Mom and dad are furious. Angela saw me at the Dairy Shoppe with Luke, and the little tattletale told them. Little sisters are so impossible. I told Luke we’d have to cool it for a little while and he looked so sad. 

Emily shut the journal, the memories of her teenage life too much to take. Her parents didn’t understand her relationship with Luke, didn’t try to see that he wasn’t as bad as everyone else said. That day she and Luke arrived home after her curfew was a tipping point that sent her overprotective parents over the edge. Couldn’t they trust her? Didn’t they see that Luke made her happy? No. They couldn’t see past the leather jacket, the boots and the motorcycle. Her parents couldn’t believe someone like Luke wouldn’t take advantage of their little girl. But he didn’t, not ever. 

“Being with you is more important,” Luke told her. “When we’re married, there will be plenty of time for that.”

“Married?” Emily said surprised.

“That’s what I think about at night, when I’m not with you. What it would be like for us together, talking in bed together, telling each other what happened during the day.”

“I’m not ready to get married, Luke,” she told him.

“I know. You want to go to college. That’s important to you. I’ll go with you, whatever town you go to. Heck, I can get a job in any bike shop.”

Such dreams. 

Shattered.

Like her heart.
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Aces and Spades

“Hey, Luke!”

“Morning, Gibs.” Luke grinned as the older man shambled into Luke’s repair shop. Gibs was a top-drawer motorcycle mechanic, but most mornings he looked like something the dog dragged in, chewed up and spit out. His clothes were often oil stained, and his gray hair hung to his shoulders and his scraggly beard to his chest.

“Any coffee?” barked Gibs.

Luke nodded toward the pot while he counted the cash receipts again. Most days his deposits consisted of checks. The credit cards were processed automatically. Yesterday, however, a customer paid in cash. He screwed up his face and counted the cash again. He couldn’t be twenty dollars short. Luke was more careful with cash than that. 

“When?” asked Gibs. He pointed to a calendar with a swimsuit model hanging predominately on the wall. It was big, eighteen by twenty-four, with the blonde-haired, blue-eyed babe straddling a hog. She was leaning forward, her eyes gleaming, and her tits hanging over the gas tank. 

When Gibs asked “when” he was asking when Luke would take it down. It was an old joke. The calendar was five years old, but Luke refused to replace it.

“When you can pry it from my cold, dead hands,” replied Luke with a smile. 

“Huh.” Gibs stared at the repair tickets hanging in clear plastic folders from coffee cup hooks on the wall. “What do you want me to start with?”

“The Suzuki,” Luke said without looking up.

“Fucking rice burner,” mumbled Gibs. 

“This isn’t the seventies anymore, Gibs. We don’t call them rice burners anymore.”

“Not the seventies?” Gibs scratched his head. “When did I lose a decade?”

“Every day, Gibs, every day. Now the Suzuki.”

“Okay, but afterwards I do the Dyna Glide.”

Luke shook his head. The 2000 Dyna Glide was nearly a classic, and Gibs had a nostalgia for the twin V-engine models. “Sure, whatever keeps you happy.”

Pepper, then Saks, rolled in, and Luke handed off other assignments. Pepper was a dark-skinned Latino, but since he objected to being called Pepi, they called him Pepper instead. Luke tried to tell him that nicknames were part of motorcycle culture. He explained that his own nickname ‘Spade’ had to do with an unfortunate incident with a shovel, but Pepper would respond with, “I’m just here to work.”  

Saks’ real name was Anthony Parks, but since he came to work each day dressed in dress slacks and a button-down, he earned the name Saks for Saks 5th Avenue. Of his workers, Gibs and Saks were members of the same motor club, Hades’ Spawn. Much of Luke’s business came from the club.

“What about the Dyna Glide?” asked Saks.

“You know the rules. Gibs got here first. He got to pick. Next time you get in before him and you can pick what you want.”

This little rule he set up when he first set up shop and got regular mechanics saved him countless headaches when portioning out the work. He chose the first round, and after, the guys picked what they wanted in order of their appearance at work. It motivated them to get in at a decent hour. 

He couldn’t figure where he went short twenty bucks. If he didn’t have other things to do, he’d track it down, but as it was, he probably miscounted when he received the money yesterday. 

Luke shook his head. He certainly was off his game yesterday. While driving home from picking up a part in New Haven on I-91 he could have sworn he saw Emily when he passed a black Honda Civic. But that couldn’t be. As far as he knew, Emily was living in California, where she went to college. Still it shook him, the memories of that time, ten years ago when he was younger, and considerably thinner. 

Luke glanced up at the calendar, of the girl that reminded him so much of Emily, his Emily. Not in attitude, no. His Emily was never so brazen. She was sweet, kind and loving. Until, of course, he fucked it all up and lost her forever. 

He didn’t know why he couldn’t shake thoughts of her. It was over and done, ten years ago. But there was one thing that was true. No woman since compared to her, and he suspected no woman ever would.

Luke, iPad in hand, went through the inventory of stock items for his shop, and clicked his stylus against it. 

“Hey, did someone use a Honda oil filter and not put it down on the ticket?”

A round of “no mans” came from the crew. However, before he could say something, a familiar figure walked into the repair bay. Luke quickly greeted him, throwing his arm around him.  He steered him out of the garage. People were always walking into the garage, but the insurance company had their regulations, so Luke did his best to move them out, in a friendly way, of course. 

“Aces! Good to see you, man.”

The vice president of the Hades’ Spawn club clapped his shoulder. 

“Need to talk to you, man. And it’s some serious shit, so I’m talking to all the club members.”

“Shall I?” Luke motioned to the repair bays, intending to call over Gibs and Saks.

“Naw. I’ll catch them at the clubhouse later. You, though, are always working.”

“You know, business owner.” Luke shrugged his shoulders.

“And you’ve got it down. Sweet shop it is.”

“Thanks. So?” Luke didn’t have time for pleasantries.

“Yeah. Bad news, Luke. Okie’s going to Enfield on those drug charges.”

Luke shook his head. He couldn’t believe the club president did anything with drugs, let alone deal them. 

“It was heroin, Luke. Five to twenty on a first offense.”

“That sucks. Okie’s a good guy.”

“That he is, Luke, but we have to think of the club. I’m taking the prez’s position. Everyone is moving up, but we’ll need a sergeant-of-arms.” 

“Are you asking me?”

“You’re Road Captain. Everyone likes you. You’d be a natural.”

“Sorry, I’ve got enough on my hands.”

“Then you don’t mind if I ask around then?”

“Not at all.”

“How’s the planning for the road trip?”

“Everything’s set.”

“Great. Thanks. See ya Saturday.”

“Sure.” Luke stuck his hands in his pockets. He watched Aces get on his bike and pull out on the road. He walked back into the garage disturbed at this latest development. Regardless of the evidence against Okie, Luke knew the man for years and didn’t believe for a second Okie dealt drugs. There was something he didn’t like about Aces, even though the man was popular with other club members. 

“What was that?” asked Gibs.

“Bad news. Okie got five to ten.”

“That sucks,” said Gibs.

“Yeah. Aces is taking over the club.”

“Good,” said Saks. “This business with Okie has put a drain on the whole club. Don’t get me wrong. Okie’s a good guy and all, and when he gets out, I’ll welcome him with open arms. But until then, the club must go on.”

“Yes,” seconded Gibs. “Besides, Aces is a good guy. He’ll make a great prez.”

“Sure,” Luke said without enthusiasm. “I’m sure he will.” With a sigh, he walked back to his office. 
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Luke dropped his keys on the side table inside the front door of his house and sat down to pull off his boots. Almost immediately he heard the doorbell. He finished tugging off his boots and opened the door to find Deirdre, the woman he’d been dating the past three months.

“Hi, honey,” she said with a bright smile. Her dark hair flowed over her shoulders, and her brown eyes shone with happiness to see him.

He on the other hand didn’t want company.

“I brought dinner.” She held up a paper bag and gave him a kiss.

“I wish you’d called, Babe. I’m beat.” He did his best to smile and came up short. 

“You’ve been busy all week.”

“I know. Sorry.”

She slid her hands around his neck. “You know I miss you, baby.” 

Luke gave her a kiss on the cheek but wasn’t feeling the spark that would light up things with Deirdre. He cursed himself. It wasn’t her fault he didn’t feel sociable, but on the other hand, he didn’t ask her over either.  

“What’s wrong, baby?”

“Our club president Okie, was sentenced today. He got five to ten”

“I’m sorry.” Deirdre ran her hand over Luke’s ass. 

“Aces is taking over.”

“Who’s Aces, again?” Luke could tell by the flat tone of her voice she wasn’t interested, but he answered anyway.

“Jake Kinney, the vice president.”

“Oh.” She found a spot behind his ear interesting and licked it.

“Ummm,” Luke murmured. He didn’t feel anything and wished he could get her to go home.

She put her free hand up his shirt and pulled it up to suck on his nipple.

“Deirdre.”

The bag of food slid to the floor, and Deirdre palmed his crotch. “I’ve missed this.” 

“Sweetheart,” he tried to say, but she covered his mouth with her red lips, devouring them, thrusting her tongue to meet with Luke’s.

She pulled her head away. “Come on, baby, show me a little enthusiasm.”

Luke tried to get his head into the game. He cupped her breast and pinched her nipple between his thumb and index finger, and though she squirmed, Luke didn’t.

Deirdre wasn’t to be deterred. She rubbed his crotch with her hand, and with expert grace, undid his belt buckle and the zipper of his jeans. “Oh, baby, you know I love those jeans on you, but even more off.”

With her help his jeans slipped down his hips to the floor, and Deirdre reached inside his boxers to take his cock in her hand. 

It wasn’t happening, not this way, and Luke knew it. Slowly, he backed her to the couch, and pushed her skirt up around her hips. Her lace panties were wet from her excitement, and normally this set Luke off. He nibbled on the panties, and eased a finger inside her. She was so wet it wasn’t long before he added a second finger, sliding them back and forth.

“Yeah,” she begged. “More, I need more.”

Luke pulled her panties down, enough so that his mouth could connect with her mound. His tongue worked inside and around the folds around her clit as he worked his fingers inside her. Her hips rose and fell to the rhythm of his fingers stroking her. 

“Fuck,” she said and he sucked her clit sharply. Deirdre’s back arched.

“Oh shit! Baby, oh fuck.” Her breathing sped up, and Luke took away his fingers and speared her with his tongue. She grabbed his head, pulling him so deep into her he couldn’t breathe. He could tell she was close now. Her juices mixed with his spit on his face. He moved to her clit once again, laving the sensitive flesh while his fingers crawled back inside her. He pumped his hand. She bucked her hips, muttering, fuck me, fuck me, fuck me.

She gasped and her juices flowed over his face. Deirdre lay there, her legs splayed apart as her breathing evened. Luke sat back on his heels, watching her. 

“My word, Luke! I can’t wait for round two.”

Luke looked down at his cock, which didn’t show any interest at all in round two. Heck, it hadn’t shown any interest in round one either. He sighed. “Honey, sorry, but I’m just not up for it right now.”

She pulled back and gave a huff. “When are you going to grow up, Luke?”

“What? Now, wait a minute—”

But she didn’t. “If it’s not the business, it’s the club, and if it's not the club, it's the business. When is there going to be time for me in this equation?”

“You? It was all about you not two minutes ago!” He wiped his mouth with the back of his hand.

“That’s all nice, but I’d like a hard cock from time to time.”

Luke bit down on his lip to keep angry words from spilling out. It was true he wasn’t as attentive as he should be, but damn he was trying the best he could. “This isn’t a good time for this conversation,” he warned.

She stood and smoothed her skirt down. “Fine. Call me when it is.” With some words muttered under her breath, Deirdre left. 

The door shut with a solid thud. 
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​​​CHAPTER THREE
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Caught and Snared

When Emily woke the next day, the shadow of her argument with Evan seemed a distant memory. She had a dream, a good one, where she and Luke were talking, sitting in a summer meadow, the sky overhead clear, and a light breeze singing through the trees. Emily woke feeling warm and happy. The dream seemed so real she thought for a second it had happened. Then Reger swatted at her from the side of the bed, with a plaintive meow, and she landed with a thud back into her life. 

“Yes, I’ll feed you,” she mumbled to the cat. He meowed impatiently, and she left her bed, leaving her dream behind. Reger led her to the kitchen, his tail held high, and stared at her until she opened the cat food can and gave him half the contents. He set on it immediately, as if she never fed him. Then after devouring that he looked up and meowed again.

“You’re such a liar,” she scolded him. “I just fed you and you act like I haven’t.” She covered the can with a plastic lid designed for cat food cans and placed it in the refrigerator.

Reger meowed again. 

“No,” she said. “I have to get ready for work.” She noticed she hadn’t flipped her wall calendar from March to April, so she did that now. 

She swallowed hard when she saw the date.

April six.

The last time she was with Luke. 

She closed her eyes. No wonder things were going wrong. They always did this time of year. For a few moments, she was tossed back into time, where she was tumbling in the air. Luke clutched her furiously, as she and Luke were thrown off his bike. His bike screeched sickeningly into the guardrail, but she and Luke were falling into the ditch. Somehow, Luke twisted in the air so she was on top, and he took the brunt of the fall, the sliding on gravel that paved the slope into a small pool. At the bottom of the grade they stopped, and Emily rose shakily on her legs. But Luke only lay there, blood welling between the gashes of the cuts and scrapes on his face, hands and legs. His leather jacket protected his upper body, but his jeans were torn and his left leg lay angled to the side. 

Sniffing, tears falling, Emily took her phone from her backpack, and with shaky hands made the hardest call she ever had to make.

“Daddy,” she said. “We were in an accident. Please come. Luke’s hurt.”

Reger meowed again, jolting her to the present. He stood by his litter box and gave her a plaintive look.

“You are the most spoiled cat in the universe,” she teased. But she cleaned the box while the cat watched. Then, as soon as she was done, he jumped in and scratched around.

“I don’t even want to look,” she said. It never made any sense to her why the cat insisted on dirtying the box immediately after it was cleaned. 

She glanced at the calendar again and shook her head. It still shook her; the police, the questions, her parents yelling at her. 

“What happened, miss,” said the policeman.

“Obviously, he was drinking,” her father said.

“No! No! Luke wasn’t drinking! A truck came by. It was going too fast, and didn’t get out of the lane we were in. Luke steered onto the shoulder, but when the truck went past, it knocked us around, and the bike slid.”

The policeman believed her, but her parents didn’t.

“What were you thinking getting on that bike?” said her mother. “It’s not safe!”

“You’re supposed to be grounded!” said her father. “You’ll never see him again, Emily Rose Dougherty.”

“Daddy!”

“Not while you live in this house! Go to your room!”

She did, but as she left the room she heard her mother’s words. “Sam, you’re being too hard on her.”

“She could have gotten killed, Amanda. Killed. I don’t know what’s wrong with her.”
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A shower and coffee put her head right. She had no time to think about old loves. She had plenty of problems with her current boyfriend, or rather ex-boyfriend. Her phone had a least forty text messages and ten voice mails. She scanned the texts, each one increasingly nasty. The last one said, “You’ll be sorry.”

She shivered. What had she ever seen in that creep? The problem was Evan Roberts was everything her parents thought she should date. Good education, good job, good Catholic family. She’d never be able to explain to them why she dumped Evan. 

Emily tossed her phone in her bag and headed out the door. She was late, or would be, if the traffic on I-91 decided to act up again. It was a busy highway, and rush hour traffic could be truly awful. 

Luckily, the early leg of the journey wasn’t bad, and Emily made good time. And then she saw him.

The biker.

It was the same one all right. She had caught the picture of the patch on the back of the jacket the last time, just didn’t see the words then. 

Hades’ Spawn.

You couldn’t miss the twin chrome tailpipes of a 2009 XL Sportster, a Harley built for speed. The driver drove like a bat out of hell. 

On impulse, Emily sped up. The bike weaved in and out of the slower traffic, but Emily followed down the straight road, passing cars at a rate of speed she never dared before. Her heart pounded with heady excitement as she matched the moves of the unknown driver, determined to catch up with him, to see his face once more. She was going so fast she didn’t notice the state trooper parked on the grassy median. But apparently he noticed her.

Emily’s heart pounded harder as the trooper pulled in back of her, his lights flashing. Gulping, she pulled over onto the shoulder and fumbled in her purse for her driver’s license, and then her glove box for the registration and insurance card. The trooper wearing sunglasses bent over at the passenger side window and tapped on it.

She lowered the window.

“License, registration and insurance card, miss.”

“Yes, officer,” she said, handing him all three documents. He looked at the driver’s license, then her, and without another word walked away.

Emily waited, and waited, until a point where she thought it was becoming entirely ridiculous. She was speeding, she wasn’t going to deny that, but the drivers on this road regularly ignored the speed limits. 

However, what got Emily even more frightened is when a second trooper pulled up in front of her car.

The first trooper came to the passenger window again.

“Step out of the car, miss.”

“Look, officer, I’m sorry. I know I was speeding, but I do have to get to work.”

“Step out of the car,” he said even more sternly. The other trooper came to stand next to him.

Emily moved to open her driver’s side door.

“No,” the trooper said. “This side.”

She scooted gracelessly to the passenger side, over the panel where the automatic shift was located between the bucket seats, and the trooper opened the door. Swallowing hard, she got out, not understanding what the fuss was about. “What’s the problem?” she asked, panic rising.

“Put your hands above your head on the car,” he ordered.

“What’s wrong? I didn’t do anything wrong. I mean, I’m sorry I was speeding, but is this really necessary?”

The trooper ran his hands up her back and side.

“Do you have any weapons,” he asked.

“What? Of course not.”

“Any needles we should know about?”

“Now see here—” 

“Answer the question.”

“No, of course not.” She began shaking. What was going on?

“Have you been drinking?”

“For heaven’s sake, no. I’m on my way to work.”

The officer took her hands and put them behind her back. “You’re under arrest, Ma’am.”

“Arrest, what for?”

“Just get in the cruiser, ma’am. You can straighten this out at the arraignment.”

“Arraignment?” Emily had no idea what was going on. “I didn’t do anything wrong.”

“That’s for the courts to decide.”

Emily never felt so alone as when the trooper shut her in the back of his cruiser. It was hard sitting with her hands cuffed behind her back. How had her day gone so wrong?

April six. April fucking six.

It took hours, but after they fingerprinted her, took her photograph, and most humiliatingly, did a full body search, she was allowed a phone call. Thankfully, she reached her sister. She couldn’t hold back the tears when she told Angela where she was.

“I’ll be right there. I’ll bring Justin, don’t worry, Em. It’s just a big mistake, some crazy misunderstanding.”

Justin was Angela’s boyfriend, and an attorney. Sure, he was just out of law school, but he passed the Connecticut Bar, and was working for a Hartford law firm.

Finally, a guard led her out of the cell they had put her in to where Angela and Justin waited.

“Emily, are you okay?” Angela hugged her.

“No, no, I’m not. I don’t understand what happened.”

“Why,” Justin asked as he went through a file, “would the police think your car was stolen?”

“What?” Emily punched the table. “Oh, that asshole!”

“Pardon?”

“I broke up with Evan last night.”

“Is Evan the titled owner of the car?” When Emily nodded, Angela scowled. “What a jerk.”

“I don’t understand,” said Justin. “Why is Evan’s name on the car?”

“It’s stupid.” Emily felt her cheeks burn. “I’ve so many student loans I couldn’t get a decent rate on a car loan. He offered to ‘help’ me by getting the loan in his name. So, of course, the title’s in his name too.”

“But you make the payments on the car?” Justin scribbled everything down.

“I have a record of every payment.”

“Good. That’ll help.”

“Help?”

“In court. What started all this?” asked Justin.

“I found him in my apartment last night. He got the landlady to let him in.”

“He doesn’t have a key?”

“No. I never gave him one.”

“What was he doing there?”

“Going through my things. He accused me of cheating on him.”

“What a creep!” muttered Angela. 

“Please, can we just get out of here?” Emily was terrified to go back into that cell.

“Yeah, just wait until I tell Mom and Dad.”

“Don’t! Please don’t. Dad never approved of me getting a car loan through Evan. He was ticked and said nothing good would come of it.”

“Emily, I think you have bigger problems than Dad’s I-told-you-so.”

Justin insisted, especially after seeing the “you’ll be sorry” text from Evan, in stopping by the Wakefield police department and filing a stalking complaint against Evan. Emily didn’t want to do it, but Justin was firm. 

“The sooner you document everything, the better it is,” he said. “The police can’t do much now, but Evan has got to understand that he has to drop the charges against you if he wants to stay out of trouble himself.”

“But it looks like he said, she said.” Emily hated arguing with Justin, but it just seemed like the police and court were going to throw her in for five to ten.

“Let the courts decide that, Emily. What he did was shitty. Not illegal. Just shitty. But the threats? Those will get him in trouble.”

Emily was mortified to tell the entire story to Grayson Franks, the desk sergeant who took her complaint. 

Grayson was a deacon at their church, and his eyebrows raised as he heard her account. “Don’t you worry, Emily. We all know your family and know you wouldn’t do something wrong like this. I’ll send some extra patrols down your street to drive by your apartment. If we see him around there, we’ll have a talk with him.”

“Thanks,” said Emily tonelessly. She was wrung out and tired. What time was it anyways?

“Come on, honey,” Angela said. “Let’s get some things and you’ll sleep at my place tonight.”

“But—”

“No buts. I’m not leaving you alone in your apartment with that maniac running around.”
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​​​CHAPTER FOUR
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A Trick of Fate

“That was a great ride.” Gibs poured himself a cup of coffee. It was Monday morning, two days after the latest Saturday ride. They drove down by the Connecticut shore, stopping at Hammonasset State Park and took a walk on the beach. Of course, it was still too cold to do much other than walk around, but it was still nice to hear the waves on the beach. Some of the club walked out on the jetty, a line of boulders that jutted out in the water, which was a small adventure. The rocks are huge and uneven spaced so it did not make for an easy walk. Plus, you had to keep an eye on the tide. If you stayed on the rocks too long the water would roll in and cover the furthest end of the jetty.

“Thanks.” Luke reached for a mug as well. “I think we should think about going out on one of those fishing boats for the day.”

“I don’t know if the guys would go for that.”

“Maybe. Maybe not. We should do something different.”

Gibs sniffed. “That’s a sweet ride you got there.”

Luke smiled. He was proud of his new bike, a 2015 CVO Road Glide Ultra. It was the perfect touring bike, and with a solid “bitch” seat with a backrest, he hoped Deirdre would give up her fear of riding to come out on a road trip with him. Things were still shaky with her, but he was hoping they could work things out. If she shared a little more of his world he thought they could. 

“So that makes, what, three bikes now?”

“Yeah, I guess. I guess I kinda like them.”

“You’re lucky you don’t have an old lady that keeps tabs on your cash. My wife, well, let’s just say I can’t buy a six pack without her texting me what I bought.”

“That’s because you buy too many six packs.”

“Yup. With good reason.” Gibs picked up a ticket with some keys and headed out to the back lot to bring in the bike. 

Saks came in next. “Oh man, Gibs here first, again?” 

“If you stop sweet talking the help at the coffee shop next door you’d be here earlier.” Luke laughed.

“What are you reading there?”

Luke flipped through the pages of the weekly shopper. “Police blotter. My favorite part.”

“Who d’you think’s going to be there?”

“Old friends,” said Luke cryptically. It was true. The period after high school was an especially tough part of his life when he fell in with a bad crowd, Satan’s Sons. He was on the outs with his parents, and the Sons provided a de facto family and the clubhouse represented a place to sleep. The problem with the Sons was that they were into hardcore drug dealing, a detail Luke did not pay enough attention to. He kept track of the Sons because he was not in good standing with them, and keeping out of their way was important to his health. He even went so far as to check the inmate database from time to time to make sure certain members were still in prison. 

In fact, what happened with him and the Sons was the prime reason he went into the Navy after he got his GED. When he was half a world away, he finally felt safe for the first time in months. 

“Uh-huh,” said Saks. “What d’you want me to work on?” 

“The Honda.”

“Fuck.”

“Suck it up, Saks. With your talent it shouldn’t take long.”

“Yeah, yeah.”

Finally, Pepper popped his head in.

“You’re late.”

“Sorry, boss.”

“You should call.”

“You’re right. But I had a little tire trouble.”

“Well, you clean the shop today.”

“Oh, man.” Pepper closed his eyes like a little kid in trouble.

“You know the rules, Pepper. Clean the shop and then work on the, let’s see, the Triumph.”

Pepper smiled and perked up instantly. “The Triumph, really?” 

“Yes, it’s leaking oil.”

“Sure thing, boss,” said Pepper. The other two wouldn’t want to work on a Triumph, but he was happy to.

“Might be a weak seal. Or it could be a ring.”

“You got it. No problem.”

Luke wished other people in his life had the same philosophy because from the front window of the shop he saw Deirdre pull up in her red mustang. From the look on her face she wasn’t happy. Shit. He thought he’d smoothed things over with her since the last disaster at his apartment. He wondered what was bothering her now.

Deirdre came in the office through the front door, her dark hair pulled back into a ponytail, and her long, blue jean-clad legs walking in a pair of high red stilettos. She took off her designer sunglasses and gave him a serious look. “Luke.” 

“Hi, Babe, what’s up?”

“Have you made a decision? About Saturday?”

Ah, double shit. That stupid wedding thing. Again. He’d already given her a response. But Deirdre being Deirdre didn’t take “no” for an answer.

“I told you, Dee, Saturday’s road trip day. I’m Road Captain. It’s my job to make sure all the logistics are worked out.”

“It’s one Saturday.”

“I told you upfront, from the day the roads are clear of ice and snow until it flies again, Saturdays are spoken for.”

“My sister only gets married once.”

Luke knew that wasn’t true. This was sis’ second marriage. He figured it best to keep silent on this point. “I’m not saying you shouldn’t go.”

“I’d like my boyfriend to be with me.” Her hands went to her hips. 

Bad sign. Luke pinched his nose with his fingers. He didn’t want to fight with her. “This isn’t the time or place for this conversation.”

“It never
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