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1.  ​Foreword
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Israelites' Greatest Story Ever Told?: Legend Or Fact? Religious Doctrine Or Real History? Seeds Of Conflicts?

Exodus is arguably the greatest story ever told in Middle East and Western history.

The plight of Jewish slaves in Pharaoh's Egypt and their spectacular escape to the promised land is an inspiring story that has been told in many ways.

But is it just Judaism's religious narrative?

Is there any historical or archaeological evidence?
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2.  ​Israelites
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Israelites are said to be descended directly from Noah, who saved pairs of every living thing in his giant ark after the destructive great flood ordered by God to punish wayward humans.

After the great flood, and 10 generations later, Abraham was said to be chosen by God as leader of his chosen people.

According to the Abrahamic Covenant, in return for faithful worship, God promised Abraham a great nation and that his descendants would be blessed.
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3.  ​The Canaanites
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In fact, the earliest extra-biblical reference to Israel appears on the Merneptah Stele, also known as the "Israel stele", an Egyptian inscription dated to c. 1208 BC. It records Israel among Pharaoh Merneptah's military victories in Canaan, stating, "Israel is laid waste, his seed is not." A hieroglyphic marker classifies Israel as a semi-nomadic or rural people, distinguishing it from the fortified cities of Canaan also listed in the inscription.

So it appears that Israelites first evolved out of the ranks of the earlier Canaanites.

And archaeological evidence shows that the Canaanites were descended from the Natufians, descendants of the early humans who migrated to this ancient region during the early migrations of Homo sapiens from Africa in the dawn of time.
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4.  ​Ancestry
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The Jewish biblical ancestry stems from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, through to the 12 sons of Jacob.

Jacob himself was renamed Israel by God after a metaphorical "wrestling" with God.

His 12 sons then gave rise to the 12 tribes of Israel.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

5.  ​Enslavement?
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The biblical twelve sons of Israel moved to Egypt during a famine, and their descendants, the Twelve Tribes of Israel, were enslaved by the pharaoh.

After generations of bondage, Moses, an Israelite from the Tribe of Levi raised in the Egyptian court, led the Israelites to escape in the Exodus—their deliverance from slavery in Egypt.
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6.  ​Exodus
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Moses is said to be the one who led the Jewish people in around 1440 BC to flee from enslavement in Egypt, so as to claim the land promised by their God in the Levant.

He was said to be a direct descendant of Abraham, with Abraham being his great-great-great-great-grandfather according to the biblical lineage.

He led the Israelites to miraculously cross over the red sea and through the desert to reach their promised land.

But God once again punished them for having strayed from their belief and worship of God by making them trek through the desert to "wander in wilderness " for 40 years.
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7.  ​Joshua
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Then came Joshua, who was guided by God to lead the Israelites to conquer the Canaanites at Jericho.

By marching around the fortified walls of Jericho and chanting and blowing horns, the Jew's God made the walls collapse spectacularly to enable the Jews to take over Jericho and destroy all its inhabitants.

Amazingly, this seems to be the first instance of the conquering brutality of the Jews.

But, that was precisely how they first took possession of their God's promised land in the oasis of Levant.
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8.  ​Fact Or Fiction?
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All these exciting Jewish biblical stories about the Jew's escape from slavery and the heroic Exodus were truly a rousing narrative of Judaism. 

But real evidence of these events are still lacking. 

Considering how major events in ancient Egypt had been meticulously recorded in hieroglyphics on stone monuments, it is unlikely that such epic events about Jews did occur.

And, while Moses is an Egyptian name, there is no historical Egyptian record of how he was raised in Pharaoh's Egypt.
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9.  ​Conquest Of Promised Land?
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Indeed, it is quite clear from the Judaism biblical narrative that Israelites successfully conquered their promised land at Levant, and destroyed and replaced the indigenous Canaanites there.

It is also quite apparent that the Israelites arose originally from an exiled branch of Canaanites.

There is little doubt that Palestinians are descended from the Canaanites and the Philistines indigenous to the region.

It is indeed an entirely false and deceptive argument for present-day Israeli extremists to claim that the Israelites, not the Palestinians, were the original people of the region, and that Palestine is their exclusive ancestral homeland.

It is precisely this kind of false history that made the Israeli-Palestinian conflict so toxic, inflammatory, and endless.
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