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Beauty of the Word in context: true, powerful, alive
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There have been a lot of studies written on the Bible. Thousands of pages. Hundreds of thousands of words. Each one explains the Bible. There have also been thousands of reading plans on how to understand the Bible.

However, some of these studies I have found do not paint the complete picture in its simplicity, while at the same time being careful not to oversimplify things. I hope that makes sense. It should be noted that this book is not a comprehensive study of the Bible; therefore, it is not a blow-by-blow account of every book and every story. Rather, what will be offered is a sweeping glance at what the Bible offers. You can say we shall look at the Bible from a broader perspective (macro), while here and there touching on some finer points (micro).

When I was but a young Christian in the Lord, I found the Bible to be incredibly frightening. Where do I start? How am I supposed to read it? Should I follow a reading plan? One day, someone offered me invaluable advice. I was told to read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Read it like a book. Do not skip around chapters. Do not read the Bible like a reading plan. Begin at the beginning, and read the Bible like a story.

And I did, and it worked. This is because the Bible is an epic masterpiece. To be honest, it does not make sense to read one chapter in the New Testament, then jump back to the Old Testament, and then read something out of Paul’s epistles before jumping into the Psalms of Proverbs. There is a continuous flow to the Bible, and it does flow like a story. It is God’s story, told through numerous characters, events, and situations. There is no greater story, nothing grander or more splendid than God’s story!

If I read a novel, why would I read pages towards the end, then skip to the middle and then back to the beginning? To be honest, I believe many Christians do not read or understand the Bible because it does not make sense. One reason is that they read the Bible not like a story. You always have to read by placing everything in context. Most importantly, somewhere along the line, you need to start reading the Word with the Holy Spirit as your guide and mentor. This is because, as human beings, we tend to read stuff through filters, with such cultures being our education, upbringing, culture and the society we live in. Ultimately, we can only understand the Scripture to its fullest and the truth of it when the Spirit of God leads and guides us. If not, we can easily cause our fleshly nature to distort Scripture.

Context is absolutely key to understanding the Bible. It is of extreme importance. So often, doctrines are built on one or two passages from the Bible that are taken out of context. This is very dangerous. The primary purpose of considering context, then, is to derive the correct meaning and intent of the author. By relying on isolated passages without giving due consideration to their context, misunderstandings and misinterpretations may result.

The word context comes from the Latin contextus or contexere, meaning “to weave together.” Therefore, words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, and even larger works, such as chapters and books, can be part of a whole just as a fabric is composed of individual threads woven together.

Therefore, the meaning of an individual portion of text must be understood in relation to the work as a whole, such as a word in its sentence, a sentence in its paragraph, and so on. We have to view the Bible as a whole, for everything is interlinked and interwoven.

We have to assume that individual books of Scripture by authors inspired by the Holy Ghost not only have a purpose but a logical and coherent organisation. Therefore, passages within the book should be studied and understood in the context of the complete book.

John 5:39, Jesus admonishes us to search the Scriptures. The Scriptures are plain and clear in everything necessary for salvation, yet if we read without context and without the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can land in trouble. The Scriptures give light (Psalm 119:130). They contain, however, a depth that is not fully understood quickly or by a superficial search. They are a treasure to be found by digging and painstakingly pondering every word and sentence.

No word in Scripture is expressed in vain or randomly; it is all divine. We search it by considering it in the light of the overall meaning and purpose of Scripture. We compare one part of Scripture with another and examine how they depend upon each other. We must do this in humble and sole dependence upon God. This is why he urges us to search the Scriptures.

When Jesus told the Jews to ‘search the scriptures,’ he was talking to men who prided themselves on their acquaintance with the scriptures. They had spent their lives reading and memorising them. They could and did quote reams and reams of scripture in support of their apostate rules and rituals. They had wholly failed, however, to discover the true message of the scriptures, because too much flesh was involved. They were reading what they wanted to read and interpreting it to fit a certain agenda or understanding.

Remember, this is God’s Word, not ours. We do not have an opinion on His Word; we simply read to obey. This is why we need wisdom from the Lord to understand the Scriptures.

Numerous passages of Scripture warn us against false doctrine (sometimes spoken of as “leaven”), perverting the right way of the Lord, the traditions of men, the precepts of men, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men, private interpretation, trifling with the scriptures, and wresting the scriptures. This is why we need to be careful that we read the Scriptures in context, in awe of God, and we need to treat them with huge respect.

Context matters, which is why it is good to read the Bible several stories from beginning to end. We need to read the Bible as a complete, cohesive piece that tells a complete, cohesive story.

As mentioned, to read the Bible outside of this context leaves great insight on the table, and can even lead to some troubling, even dangerous, misunderstandings. Reading the Bible in this context increases the foundation of our faith as we’re able to understand who Jesus is, as seen in both the Old and New Testaments. And this is where we grasp why He had to come, from the very gospel that appears, over and over again, throughout the tapestry of Scripture.

Remember, each book of the Bible has its own historical and literary context to consider, within the greater context.  Context helps us rightly handle the Word of God. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).

Because reading the Bible out of context, by reading ourselves into the text or giving meanings that simply aren’t true, ultimately goes against how the Bible tells us its contents are to be handled.

We need to know the Word, but then we need to know the Word as far as possible in its original context. Again, we are not all learned in Hebrew or Greek, but some of the older versions at least try to be genuine to the original. Thus, knowing and studying the Word, for if we know the Word of God, prevents contagious error, and it also leads to a closer walk with Jesus.

God is the author of the Word. Jesus said in “John 6: 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.”

Yes, the Word of God is alive just as the Spirit makes us alive (Romans 8). We must embrace the Word as being alive; therefore, we must be careful how we dissect, study and interpret it. It must be done in the Spirit of Truth (John 16), for then we shall not rely purely on our own intellect, education, experience or expertise. There is no one greater to explain the Word than the author Himself!

We have to remember the Bible is breathed out by God (2 Timothy 3:16-17) and its Spirit-guided words (2 Peter 1:21) to deliver unto us the very mind of God (Romans 8:27). When Jesus died and paid for our sins, He shattered the priestly system (clergy) that stood between God and men. The curtain of the Temple was torn open (Matthew 27:51), and no longer was the mortal separated from the divine.

Our hope of salvation is now anchored behind the curtain (Hebrews 6:19), and no preacher, priest, reverend, Cardinal or Pope is needed for my salvation. It is the Word of God that is our true standard, for it also teaches us that Jesus alone is our mediator (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 9:15; 12:24). Jesus is alive, and so is the Word. And if we truly follow Jesus, then we need to obey and yield to the living Word as Logos and Rhema.

We can only know the heart of God, who God truly is and understand His commandments, His teachings, His truths and values when we study and know the Word!

We will then be able to stand against every wind of devious teaching and every thought that exalts itself against the kingdom of God (2 Corinthians 10). Paul declared that our sufficiency comes from God and rests with him (2 Corinthians 3:5-6). Thus, our sufficiency rests in the Word of God! Yes, in God, thus in the Word, we have all we need (2 Corinthians 9:8). 

We are called to live God’s word under the authority of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 55:11 says, “So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

God’s word is the foundation of life in Christ Jesus. We cannot survive in the world without the Rhema word within us. Many people read God’s written word like a menu in a restaurant, picking dishes according to their taste and preference. Christ Jesus is the whole word that became flesh and therefore we must study it as a whole and live it as a whole. To understand the written word and to discover the truth and meaning of it, we must meditate on it and allow the Holy Spirit to reveal it to our spirit.

Without the living of His word, we will never experience any intimate relationship with God the Father in and through Christ Jesus. God’s word is powerful and effective if we live it under the authority of the Holy Spirit.

To live God’s living word, you need to know it by studying it and practising it under the teaching and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Scripture is truly ablaze with the passion of God for us.  We need to consume the Words He has spoken, thinking on them often, repeating them to ourselves over and over, until they are etched into our hearts, until we can hear His divine voice in our minds.

Indeed, as we study the Word of God, we become living epistles. Paul wrote in “2 Corinthians 3:1-3: Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do we need, as some others, epistles of commendation to you or letters of commendation from you? You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.”

The world must know us as disciples of God, but they must also be able to recognise that we are living the Word of God! We must study and know the Word, and we must live it in such a manner that it is truly written on our hearts by the Spirit of the Living God! For then we shall truly live the Word, for it becomes the breath of God in our lives, and it becomes the power to change, to edify, to correct and to define our walk with the Lord. Jesus said that He is the bread of life and those who come to Him shall never hunger (John 6:35). It is also written that ‘man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” Matthew 4:4.

Thus, we need to constantly feed on the Word of God, be sustained by Him and be nurtured so that God becomes our only source of true life, hope and strength. Yes, we need to study and consume the Word, and not lightly and not frivolously, but in the fear of God so that we stay true to the Word and stay obedient.

For we overcome when we stand upon the Word, for what is written is the Truth, and by that Truth we are indeed free (John 8:32). And so it says in “Psalm 34:8: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” And also “1 Peter 2: 1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”

Not knowing the Word of God also leads to the danger of presuming what is God’s will, for God’s will is clearly spelt out in the Bible. To presume something is to take action without leave or clear direction, and also to suppose that something is the case based on probability. God’s will is supremely important simply because everything with God boils down to obedience. For obedience speaks of surrender, submitting and yielding to God’s plans, purposes, wisdom and His way. After all, Matthew 6 says, “9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” One of the most important aspects of our spiritual walk should be obeying God’s will; therefore, we should always be asking, seeking and yearning to know His will. Therefore, as we are taught by Jesus, to ask “Lord, what is Your will.”

To follow the will of God is not always clear-cut. Let us be brutally honest, many times we follow a plan and purpose we are convinced comes from God, yet it flows from our imagination and desires. We are subjected to so many influences daily that shape our decisions and actions. This includes prophetic words and spiritual advice. We must not run with every word we receive or embrace advice or a suggestion, even if it comes from a close friend or someone who walks closely with God. All things must be tested at the feet of God. So we need to be very, very careful to remain in God’s Will, thus upholding John 15 of abiding in God.

WE SIMPLY CANNOT SAY WE BELIEVE THIS IS GOD’S WILL OR THIS IS PROBABLY HIS WILL OR THIS IS MOST LIKELY HIS WILL UNLESS WE ARE COMPLETELY AND UTTERLY SURE OF IT AS THE SPIRIT LEAD. Probabilities are not good enough. Presumptions are dangerous. We are following God based on feelings, thoughts, perceptions and opinions. We follow God by His Spirit, His voice and Word. It is that simple. To presume His will is the same as basing doctrine on presumptions or opinions. It is dangerous to our spiritual walk.

We need to really think very long and hard about presumption. This is a personal matter between every person and God. For if we are following a certain idea, or agenda, or plan or purpose based on presumption, then we are in rebellion against God, for we are not walking in obedience. The self then takes precedence, and we walk in pride. It is actually arrogant to presume anything when it comes to God without being certain God has spoken. The Bible provides very clear guidelines on morality, on living in holiness and purity. Such matters are always God’s will. And yes, we are called to FIRST seek His Kingdom and righteousness above all. But how we do this depends on what God says, and what He says (and not man's opinion or our imagination or soulish desires) must be obeyed.

We need to know God’s Word to guard against opinion. Yes, we all have opinions. An opinion is a view or judgement formed about something, not necessarily based on fact or knowledge. While there is nothing wrong with having an opinion, the problem is that in churches, you will find too many doctrines and theology is formed by opinion. Of the Holy Spirit, we read in “John 16: 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” And also in “Isaiah 11: 2 The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.”

Remember, an opinion is based on determining reality, which is not based on fact or knowledge. When it comes to the Kingdom of God, there is no room for opinion. Our entire doctrine and theology must be based on fact and knowledge. And where does such knowledge come from? From God. The Holy Spirit – part of the Trinity – is the Spirit of knowledge, understanding and wisdom. If we are not led by the Spirit of God, how then can we know Truth, or the knowledge of the Kingdom?

For the Spirit was poured out so that as believers we are not led by opinion but by truth! And we can easily move from truth to opinion when we move out of the presence of God and into the flesh. It is easy to move away from the eternal truths of God when we begin to rely on our own intellect, our own understanding and knowledge based on personal perceptions, ideas and theories.

Sure, we can all have opinions within the Church, but when we begin to announce such an opinion as the truth, then we are on dangerous ground. For so easily such an opinion turns into doctrine, and such doctrine, when not based on the Kingdom’s Truth, will only destroy, for it is based on a lie. Remember, the thief only comes to steal, to destroy and kill (John 10:10). It says in Acts 2, following the outpouring of the Spirit: ”41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” When we read of the apostles’ doctrine, we need to understand that this is the Truth as taught by the believers by Jesus. This is the Truth of the Kingdom. They, therefore, held onto such Truth, and not the opinions of man.

The reality is that there are a lot of perverted gospels being preached in churches across the world. It is twisted, distorted and accursed because you will often find it is based on opinion, and not on the knowledge, wisdom and understanding as provided by the Holy Spirit. There are thus countless false doctrines and theologies that are not grounded in the Word.

We read in “John 8: 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” So how do we know the Truth? By abiding in the Lord (also read John 15). And the Truth shall make us free. Not the opinion of man, but only the Truth of the Kingdom, for Jesus is the Truth, Way and Life.

This is why it is so incredibly important to have a real and living relationship with God. Such a relationship is not one of religion, but we have true fellowship with God daily. God is a personal God. He is not dead. He is alive. Neither is He silent, but He longs to fellowship and abide with us so that we walk in His ways and in His Truth.
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The Bible leads us to true north
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Do you know there is a difference between true north and magnetic north? True north is the fixed point on the globe. Magnetic north is the direction that a compass needle points to as it aligns with the Earth’s magnetic field.

Therefore, the magnetic North Pole shifts and changes over time in response to changes in the Earth’s magnetic core. It is not a fixed point. True north, on the other hand, is a geographical direction represented on maps and globes by lines of longitude. Each line of longitude begins and ends at the Earth's poles and represents direct north and south travel. Compasses, on the other hand, direct you to magnetic north that continually shifts location based on the activity of Earth's magnetic fields. And since Earth's magnet isn't perfectly aligned with the geographical poles, there is a difference between the true north on a map and the north indicated by your compass. That difference is called the magnetic declination.

The Bible is our True North when it comes to the truth of all things. It is constant in its declaration of what is right and wrong. It is constant in its declaration of what is wise and what foolishness is. It is the fixed point in the declaration of God’s will, His ways, and His purposes. The Bible in such declarations does not vary. In a world that is constantly questioning what truth is and what is right and wrong, the Bible emphatically, unreservedly, and unapologetically answers those questions. It speaks of God’s holiness, of purity, and of His Kingdom. The Bible will never vary in opinion, but it is the constant and fixed point that guides every believer. We, therefore, determine our steps and our path according to the True North of the Bible.

Just as the magnetic field determines magnetic north, the narratives of the world act like magnetic fields, constantly shifting, realigning and changing what truth is. What is acceptable one year is suddenly taboo the next year. What is right suddenly becomes wrong, and what has always been wrong suddenly becomes right. This is the world we live in. Opinions and ideas constantly change the narratives and determine norms, values, and morals. This is because more than ever, the world has embraced moral relativism, which means every person now determines according to them what is wrong and right. And you will find those lines are terribly blurred. To be honest, nothing is right anymore, and nothing is wrong according to the world. All things are acceptable, even deplorable, in the eyes of God. If we are trying to find truth in such a circus of dark thoughts and carnal delights, we will surely go astray like an explorer travelling towards the magnetic north. We remain on the true path of God if we seek True North, and only the Bible offers such guidance and direction so that we do not go astray or get lost.

It reminds me of how the Star of Bethlehem, also called the Christmas Star, as a fixed point, let the Magi know that Jesus was born. It later helped them go to Bethlehem. Just so, the Bible is the fixed star that leads us to Christ, and to His beauty, reality, truth and majesty. 

Without getting too complicated, in mathematics and in science, we deal with vectors. A vector is an object that has both a magnitude and a direction. Let us take a plane that is heading due north at an airspeed of 700 km/h. So the vector points to a certain direction and the magnitude of the distance. Now, what will happen if there is a wind (which is another vector) blowing from the northeast at 60 km/h? What you will find is that the plane will eventually go off course, due to the velocity of the wind, if the impact of the wind is not taken into account by the pilot.

Mathematics also proves that if such a plane goes off course several degrees following take-off due to the direction and velocity of the wind, then if not corrected by the end of its destination, it will eventually end up way off course. Thus, if it veers off course by several degrees at the start of the journey, such an error in direction, let us say, would grow from two degrees to 20 degrees. If something goes off course and continues along the wrong path without correction by taking into account vectors (thus factors) such as the wind velocity, then it will eventually land much further away from its original route and its original destination.

The day we are saved by God, then God corrects our path and He realigns us to pursue His True North, thus His Kingdom. To remain on course, we need the Bible to keep flying True North. In this world right now, there are tumultuous winds of propaganda, doctrines, ideologies and thoughts blowing. And we are talking about devious, secular and carnal thoughts and ideas. They act as a vector to push us off course and to sweep us away so that we do not follow the true path of God. We are not careful, we are no longer travelling True North, and so end up lost in the storms of deceptions, apostasy, and spiritual darkness.

Like the pilot in the plane, if we do not take these winds into account and do everything we can to stay on the right path, then we will be blown off course. And like the plane, if we continue to be blown by these winds and do not correct our ‘flight plan’, we will continue to drift further and further away from God’s ways, from His Truth and from His Kingdom. Eventually, we drift deeper into the dark, into deception and into apostasy. And the way we keep course is by sticking to the Bible, but then we must not also question it!

As with a vector in mathematics, in the beginning, it may feel like we have gone only slightly astray by heeding and embracing a false doctrine, a thought or an idea, but with time, the more we listen to these ideas and if we fail to take action to remain on the right path, the further the velocity of such deception will push us away from God’s light, His beauty, holiness and majesty. This is what happens when we dismiss God’s Word more and more. And so it says in “Hebrews 12:1: Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Yes, in the storms we face, we need to remain on the right path! We need to wrestle and resist the devil, and we need to abide in the Lord (John 15) so that we may abide in the truth and stay true to the Kingdom. We need to stick to the Bible, for it is the Word of God that leads us to True North!

Ephesians 2 says: “1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.” Yes, once all of us walked the course of this world, which is one of darkness, of depravity, of carnality, of the flesh and of wickedness. But God has set us on the right course, which is to follow Jesus, who is the Way, Truth and Life. Jesus is the True North of our delight, and in the True North we find our peace, hope and joy.

Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:7 that he has “fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” We must also continue to fight the good fight, no matter the tribulation, the turbulence and the ferocity of the ‘winds’. For daily, we shall be bombarded by winds of teachings and sayings and suggestions that contradict the Lord’s Way and Truth, so we need to remain standing and we need to remain true to God’s path.

Paul also wrote in “1 Corinthians 9: 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore, I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” We need to continue praying. Reading the Word. Abiding in Him. Listening and obeying to complete the path set before us, and to remain on course. Thus it says in “Psalm 119: Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”

It also says in “Galatians 5: 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”

Yes, we must walk in the Spirit, and we must be grounded in the Word of God to remain on course and to guard against the devious ‘winds’ that howl and rage.

We are reminded of “Matthew 7: 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

If we want to survive the storms and the ‘winds’ of peril that rage like a tempest, we need to remain on the Rock of Jesus, for Jesus is our True North.

Let us be reminded that the written Word is a map that leads us to the living Word - Jesus. Or as Jesus himself put it, “all Scripture testifies of me” (John 5:39. The Bible is not the destination; it’s a compass that points to Christ, heaven’s true North.

The Bible remains the story of a person’s life. The meaning of Christianity does not come from allegiance to complex theological doctrines, but a passionate love for a way of living in the world that revolves around following Jesus. And we follow Jesus and remain on the True North path as we delight ourselves in the Word that comes alive in the splendour of God’s grace and glory.
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From the Old to the New: source of all instructions
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It is said the Bible stands for Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth. It indeed contains all the instructions on how to follow God, how to follow His will, how to live according to His truth and how to gain eternal life. 

After all, the Bible is the source of faith (Romans 10:17), it is the source of salvation (2 Timothy 3:15, Romans 1:16, 1 Peter 1:23), it is the source of truth (John 17:17), it is the source of freedom (John 8:31-32)|, it is the source of spiritual food (Matthew 4:4, John 6:63), it is the source of growth (1 Peter 2:2, 1 Thessalonians 2:13,) is the source of victory over temptation (Psalm 119:11), it is the source of blessedness (Proverbs 8:34, Luke 11:28), it is the source of purity (Psalm 119:9, John 17:17), it is the source of guidance (Psalm 119:105), it is the source of comfort (Romans 15:4), it is the source for answered prayer (John 15:7), it is the source of spiritual victory (Ephesians 6:17), it the source of assurance (1 John 5:13), and it is the source of joy (Psalm 19:8, Psalm 119:111).

Considering the importance of the Word, it is still amazing that some people, even Christians, wonder if the Bible is even relevant anymore in our day and age.  We live in a world today where the bible is depicted as being outdated, fictional, having little value, and to some, completely irrelevant. 

Having been translated into thousands of different languages, and with millions of copies sold every single year, everyone has at least heard of what Guinness World Records has declared the best-selling book of all time – The Bible. Let us remember, the Bible is not just a book or a collection of stories, or for some, a rule book of primitive, unnecessary, and even ridiculous rules. We need to always remember this is the Word of God, directly inspired by the Lord. Therefore, it carries a lot of weight, value and importance. It remains the most important ‘book’ on earth that has ever been printed!

2 Peter 1 says, “20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

Although physically, the 66 books of the bible were written by a variety of authors (including kings, prophets, priests, leaders, apostles, and other followers of God), each word of the original manuscripts was ultimately inspired by God Himself.  And since He inspired it, we must see it as God speaking to us all the time. It contains His heart, His truth and His will, not man.

The word of God is authoritative, meaning it carries His authority. If we operate and live according to His Word, we live according to God’s authority. The words in the bible are not just characters on a page. 

The word of God has such authority that it accomplishes whatever God sets out for it to do. The Bible is our ultimate authority, and we should always seek its guidance and direction on any subject matter.

Hebrews 4:12 makes it clear that
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