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    J.K. Rowling famously came up with the idea for the Harry Potter series on a train from Manchester to London, though the first book in the series was not published until several years later. The first novel in the series, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, achieved unprecedented success, and Rowling was catapulted to fame. The immense popularity of Harry Potter only grew with the publication of the later books in the series, and Rowling is now one of the most well-known and influential children’s authors in the world.


    Following the publication of the final book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Rowling took a break from publishing until 2012, when her first adult novel, The Casual Vacancy, was released. She has since published four crime novels in her Cormoran Strike series, which is published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith, as well as a play which follows on from the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.
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    Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is the sixth book in the Harry Potter series. It was met with mostly positive reception when it was first published in 2005.


    The novel follows Harry through his sixth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The rest of the wizarding world has finally acknowledged that Voldemort has returned, and the next war has begun in earnest. At various points throughout the year, Dumbledore takes Harry into the memories of various people who have been in close contact with Voldemort in an attempt to learn more about Voldemort’s past and to gain insight into his current plans. Harry also develops an obsession with the activities of his fellow student Draco Malfoy, whom he believes has joined Voldemort’s Death Eaters. Meanwhile, Harry and his friends gain new love interests and they must deal with the various conflicts which arise as a result.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    SUMMERTIME ERRANDS


    Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince begins, not with Harry, but with the new Minister for Magic, Rufus Scrimgeour, who is paying a visit to the Muggle Prime Minister to inform him of the war in the wizarding world, which has begun to spill over into the Muggle world. The novel then moves to Severus Snape’s house on a dingy London street, where he is visited by Bellatrix Lestrange and her sister, Narcissa Malfoy. It is made clear that Snape is working for Voldemort, and Narcissa asks him to help her son Draco, who has been given a difficult task by Voldemort.


    Meanwhile, Harry is at Privet Drive for the summer, until he is removed early by Dumbledore, who needs Harry’s help in persuading a former teacher, Horace Slughorn, to return to Hogwarts. Dumbledore correctly believes that Slughorn, who has a penchant for ‘collecting’ famous or talented students, will be sufficiently awed by Harry’s celebrity to come out of retirement, despite his love of home comforts. After persuading Slughorn, Harry is taken to the Weasleys’ house, The Burrow, where he will spend the remainder of the summer. Dumbledore tells Harry that on returning to Hogwarts, he will be having some private lessons with him.


    Harry travels with Ron, Hermione and the rest of the Weasleys to Diagon Alley, which has become uncharacteristically gloomy since the start of the war and now exudes an air of foreboding. They visit Fred and George’s new joke shop, which is bright and loud in comparison with the rest of the street. Harry, Ron and Hermione catch sight of Draco Malfoy and sneak away to follow him to Knockturn Alley, the street famous for dark magic. Harry becomes suspicious of Malfoy’s secretive behaviour, and spends the rest of the holidays dwelling on it.


    BACK TO HOGWARTS


    On the train journey back to Hogwarts, Harry is invited to have lunch with Slughorn and a select few other students. Harry later sneaks into Malfoy’s compartment under the Invisibility Cloak, but Malfoy catches him and leaves him magically trapped on the train. Harry is rescued and taken up to Hogwarts, where it is announced that Snape will be teaching Defence Against the Dark Arts, whilst Slughorn will be teaching Potions.


    Harry is made Captain of the Gryffindor Quidditch team, and classes begin. In the first Potions class of the year, Harry finds a textbook filled with a former student’s notes and annotations to the instructions. With the help of the comments in the book, Harry goes straight to the top of the class and wins a bottle of Felix Felicis – a potion to bring good luck. Harry also discovers a number of spells scribbled in the margins of his potions book, which seem to have been made up by the book’s previous owner, and begins practising a number of them. Scribbled on the back cover is a note: “This Book is the Property of the Half-Blood Prince” (p. 162).


    Harry goes to Dumbledore’s office for their first private lesson, during which Dumbledore takes Harry into the memory of a former Ministry worker with the help of the Pensieve, a magical artefact which allows the user to view their own or others’ memories. In the memory, the Ministry worker visits a young witch named Merope Gaunt who, Dumbledore explains, is Voldemort’s mother, though he does not yet explain why he and Harry are examining people’s memories.


    During the first Hogsmeade trip of the year, Harry, Ron and Hermione come across another Gryffindor student, Katie Bell, arguing with her friend in the street. Katie is suddenly flung into the air, screaming. With Hagrid’s help, Katie is taken back to Hogwarts, leaving behind an opal necklace wrapped in paper. Harry recognises the necklace from Borgin and Burkes – a shop specialising in dark magic, visited by Malfoy.


    In another private lesson with Dumbledore, Harry goes into one of Dumbledore’s own memories, in which Dumbledore visits a young Tom Riddle, the future Voldemort, in his orphanage, to tell him about Hogwarts. Meanwhile, Ron is performing badly at Quidditch practice, and Harry begins to feel jealous that Dean Thomas is dating Ron’s sister, Ginny. In the first Quidditch match of the season, Ron performs surprisingly well after Harry tricks him into believing he has taken Felix Felicis. After the match, Ron kisses Lavender Brown, to Hermione’s disgust.


    TRIPS DOWN MEMORY LANE


    Harry is invited to Slughorn’s exclusive Christmas party, along with Hermione, whose academic brilliance has impressed Slughorn. Harry sneaks off to follow Snape and Malfoy, who are having a heated discussion about the task Draco has been set and his refusal to accept Snape’s help. Harry goes to spend Christmas with the Weasleys, and obsesses over what he overheard between Snape and Malfoy.


    On his return to Hogwarts, Harry has another lesson with Dumbledore, during which they visit one of Slughorn’s memories from Voldemort’s school days. In it, the young Voldemort asks Slughorn about Horcruxes, but it is apparent that Slughorn, who is ashamed of what he told Voldemort, has tampered with the memory in an attempt to make it seem as though he told Voldemort nothing. Dumbledore sets Harry the task of using his influence with Slughorn to obtain the true memory from him.


    Harry initially has little success in convincing Slughorn to give up his memory. Meanwhile, the sixth-year students begin Apparition classes, in which they learn how to disappear and reappear somewhere else at will. On his birthday, Ron accidentally takes a love potion, and Harry escorts him to Slughorn’s office for a cure. Slughorn opens a bottle of mead to celebrate Ron’s birthday, which turns out to be poisoned. Ron is the only one of the three to drink any, and is taken to the hospital wing, where Harry, Hermione and Ron’s family discuss who may have been the intended recipient of the bottle.


    Whilst Ron recovers, Harry becomes increasingly obsessed with Draco Malfoy’s activities. He asks the house-elves Kreacher and Dobby to trail Malfoy and report back on his actions. Harry visits more memories with Dumbledore, in which Voldemort goes in search of important artefacts for a reason as yet unclear to Harry, and asks a younger Dumbledore for a job at Hogwarts, which he is refused. Dobby later tells Harry that Malfoy has been making regular visits to the Room of Requirement, which turns into whatever the user requires. Harry then begins to obsess over what Malfoy may be using the room for.


    DARK MAGIC


    As summer approaches, Harry continues to have minimal success with Malfoy and Slughorn. Harry, Ron and Hermione receive a note from Hagrid telling them that the huge spider Aragog has died and inviting them to its funeral. That evening, Harry takes Felix Felicis to give him luck in his attempt to retrieve Slughorn’s memory. Thanks to the potion, he instinctively decides to go to Hagrid’s for the spider’s funeral, even though he was not originally intending to attend, and he meets Slughorn on the way, who accompanies Harry, hoping to obtain some valuable venom from the dead spider. Hagrid and Slughorn drink heavily after burying the spider, and Harry takes the opportunity to remind Slughorn of his admiration for Harry’s mother when she was a student – a tactic which convinces the inebriated Slughorn to give up the memory to aid her son.


    Harry goes immediately to Dumbledore’s office, where they examine the memory. Slughorn tells Tom Riddle that making a Horcrux involves ripping one’s soul into pieces through murder. By storing the resulting fragments of their soul in vessels, the person in question can become practically immortal. Dumbledore’s theory is now confirmed. He believes that Voldemort has split his soul into six pieces, which now reside in six objects that hold personal significance to Voldemort. To kill Voldemort, it will be necessary to destroy his Horcruxes first.


    Harry remains determined to find out what Malfoy is doing and, with the help of the Marauder’s Map, finds him with the miserable ghost Moaning Myrtle in a bathroom. Harry finds him crying to Myrtle about the task he has been set. Noticing Harry, he attacks him, and Harry retaliates with one of the spells that was seemingly invented by the Half-Blood Prince. The spell, which Harry has never used before, inflicts deep wounds on Malfoy, and he begins bleeding heavily. Snape arrives and saves Malfoy, and Harry receives detention, which causes him to miss the final Quidditch match of the season. Ginny takes Harry’s place as Seeker, and he returns from his detention to find out that Gryffindor have won. Harry kisses Ginny and they begin to date, with Ron’s approval.


    HOGWARTS UNDER ATTACK


    Dumbledore tells Harry that he believes he has located a Horcrux, and Harry agrees to go with him to find it. Harry, who believes he heard Malfoy celebrating and is worried that he has finally made a breakthrough, leaves the rest of his Felix Felicis with Ron and Hermione in case they are in danger.


    Harry and Dumbledore Apparate away to a cave, which is protected by Voldemort’s enchantments. Inside the cave, they cross a subterranean lake to the small island at its centre, where they find a locket lying in a basin filled with a mysterious potion that can only be drained by drinking it. Dumbledore drinks the potion to get to the Horcrux, which causes him immense pain and weakens him. Harry is forced to take water from the lake to help him, which awakens the army of reanimated corpses, called Inferi, lurking under the surface. Dumbledore is revived enough to use fire to drive away the Inferi, and he and Harry are able to escape back to Hogwarts.


    On their return, the Dark Mark is hanging in the sky above the castle’s Astronomy Tower, indicating that Death Eaters have entered the school. On the top of the tower, Dumbledore enchants Harry so that he is frozen under the Invisibility Cloak. Malfoy arrives and tells Dumbledore that he has let Death Eaters into the castle with the help of enchanted cabinets that form a passageway. It becomes clear that Malfoy’s task is to kill Dumbledore, which he has feebly attempted to do throughout the year with the cursed necklace and poisoned mead. A number of Death Eaters arrive, including Snape, who pushes Malfoy away and kills Dumbledore himself.


    Now able to move, Harry runs after Snape, passing various teachers and his friends battling the Death Eaters. Catching up with Snape in the castle grounds, Harry tries to use one of the Half-Blood Prince’s spells against him. At this point, Snape admits that he himself is the Half-Blood Prince. The Death Eaters leave the school, and Harry returns to Dumbledore’s body. The Horcrux has fallen out of Dumbledore’s pocket, but Harry finds that it contains a note to Voldemort from a mysterious R.A.B., saying that he has destroyed the true Horcrux and replaced it with a fake.


    Harry’s friends and some members of the Order of the Phoenix tell him about the attack on the castle, in which Ron’s brother Bill was badly injured by the werewolf Fenrir Greyback. The year ends with Dumbledore’s funeral, and with Harry telling the others that he will not be returning to Hogwarts the following year.
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