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			Dedication

			
		
    something that should produce great awe and solemnity in our hearts. These men were chosen to carry the vessels of the holiest place, yet they must never see them. They must be covered by the hands of the priest, and they must never touch them. They must bear them by their staves, or upon the bar upon which they were placed. Oh, how terrible a thing it is to approach God. The Lord our God is a jealous God. He will be served with holy reverence; or not at all. Therefore, he says to Moses and Aaron, "Take care that you do not lead these men into any error. You go in first, and point out to each man what it is to carry. See that everything is covered, for if you do not, they may die in their work. Be not accessory to their act, and bring them this terrible judgment. "I often wish God's people would be careful not to cause sin in any of their servants when engaged in the Divine Ministry. Perhaps in preaching, or otherwise, there may be something done which vexes the Holy Spirit, and causes trouble and sin. And, oh, he who stands in the holy place, and bears the holiest of vessels, ought to fear and tremble before God; and he needs to ask his brethren to see that they do nothing that may cause him to sin inadvertently.





— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction 
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The book of Numbers makes a significant contribution to the way we understand and work as we see God's people, Israel, trying to do God's will in difficult times. In their struggle, they experience conflicts of identity, authority and leadership as they move through the wilderness toward God's promised land. The insights we can apply to our work are not found in a series of commands but in examples where we can see what pleases God and what displeases him.

In English, the book is called "Numbers" because it records Moses' census of the tribes of Israel. A census is taken to estimate the human and natural resources available for economic and governmental affairs, including military service (Numbers 1:2-3; 26:2-4), religious practice (Numbers 4:2-3, 22-23), taxation (Numbers 3:40-48), and agricultural affairs (Numbers 26:53-54). The effective allocation of resources depends on having the correct data. However, these censuses serve as a framework for a story that goes beyond the simple reporting of numbers. Statistics are often misused in histories, leading to division, rebellion, and social unrest. The problem is not quantitative reasoning per se-for God Himself commanded a census (Numbers 1:1-2)-but when it is used as an excuse to depart from the Word of the Lord, disaster looms (Numbers 14:20-25 ). In the current scandals involving balance sheets and financial crises, we can see distant echoes of this digital manipulation replacing genuine moral reasoning.

The story of Numbers takes place in a desert region that is neither Egypt nor the Promised Land. The Hebrew title of the book is bemidbar, short for "In the wilderness of Sinai" (Numbers 1:1), and describes the main action of the book: the Israelites' journey through the desert. The nation advances from the Sinai peninsula to the Promised Land east of the Jordan River. They came to this place because God's "mighty hand" (Exodus 6:1) delivered them from slavery in Egypt, as recorded in Exodus. It turns out that bringing people out of bondage is very different from bringing people out of slavery. In short, Numbers is about living with God as they embark on a journey to a place where they will see His promises fulfilled, a journey that we continue as God's people. From Israel's experience in the wilderness, we find resources to face the challenges in which we live and work today, and we can find encouragement in God's help that is always there.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

God Counts and Organizes the Nation of Israel (Numbers 1:1-2:34)
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Israel was never a nation before the Exodus. Israel began with Abraham, Sarah and their descendants, who prospered as a family under Joseph but fell into slavery as a minority in Egypt. The population of Israelites in Egypt grew to the size of a nation (Exodus 12:37), but because they were slaves, they were not allowed to have state institutions or organizations. Upon leaving Egypt, a loosely organized group of refugees (Exodus 12:34-39) must now reorganize to function as a nation. God led Moses to count the population (the first census, Numbers 1:1-3) and establish a provisional government of tribal chiefs (Numbers 1:4-16). Later, under God's direction, Moses appointed a religious group, the Levites, and gave them the resources to build the Tabernacle of the Covenant (Numbers 1:48-54). He also established a camp for all to live in, organized those of fighting age according to a military hierarchy, and appointed commanders and officers (Numbers 2:1-9). He also created a bureaucracy, delegated power to qualified leaders, and established a civil justice system and courts of appeal (this is recorded in Exodus 18:1-27, not Numbers). To conquer the Promised Land (Gen. 28:15) and fulfill its mission to bless the nations (Gen. 18:18), Israel must be effectively commanded.

Moses' work to organize, direct, manage and develop resources parallels the activities of almost every sector of society today, including business, government, military, education, religion, for-profit non-profit organizations, community associations and even families. In this sense, Moses is the father of all administrators, accountants, statisticians, economists, military, governors, judges, policemen, managers, community organizers and many others. The book of Numbers' detailed focus on organizing workers, training leaders, building civic institutions, developing logistical capabilities, building defenses, and developing accounting systems shows that God continues to guide and empower the organization, governance, resourcing, and maintenance of social structures today.
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The Levites and the Work of God (Numbers 3-8)
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The book of Numbers from chapters 3 to 8 focuses on the work of the priests and the Levites (those of the tribe of the Levites served as priests. In most of Numbers, "priests" and "Levites" are interchangeable). Their basic role is to be mediators of God's redemption for all (Numbers 3:40-51). Like other workers, they were listed and organized into work units, the only difference being that they were exempt from military service (Numbers 4:2-3; 22-23). Their work seems to be more important than the work of other people because "it is about the most holy things" (Numbers 4:4). Indeed, the role of the priests seems to be superior to that of others because of the detailed attention to the tent of meeting and its utensils, but the text describes their work in close relation to that of the Church of All Israel. The Levites help all people to live and work in harmony with the law and the will of God. Moreover, the work the Levites did in the tent was very similar to that of most Israelites: camping, moving, encamping, lighting fires, washing linens, offering animals, and processing grain. So the point is to combine the work of the Levites with the work of others. The book of Numbers pays special attention to the work of the priest as mediator of God's presence, not because religious work is the most important office, but because God is the center of all offices.
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Dedicating the Products of Human Labor to God (Numbers 4 and 7)
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The Lord gave detailed instructions for building the Tabernacle, where He would be with the Israelites. The Tabernacle required a variety of workmanship materials: fine leather, blue cloth, scarlet cloth, tapestries, poles, plates, spoons, bowls, jars, candlesticks, lamps, tongs, oil and jars to carry it, golden altars, ashtray, fork, shovel, and incense (Numbers 4:5-15) (for a similar description, see "The Tabernacle" in Exodus 31:1-12). During worship, the people brought more products of human labor, such as drink offerings (Numbers 4:7 et al.), grain (4:16 et al.), oil (7:13 et al.), lambs and sheep (6:12 et al.), goats (7:16 et al.), and precious metals (7:25 et al.). Almost every occupation of the Israelites-in fact, almost every person-was necessary to worship God in the Tabernacle.

The Levites mainly used part of the sacrifices to support their families. These were assigned to them because unlike other tribes they had no land to cultivate (Numbers 18:18-32). The Levites received the sacrifices not because they were holy, but because they presided over the sacrifices, bringing all the people into a holy relationship with God. The people, not the Levites, were the primary beneficiaries of the sacrifices. In fact, the entire ritual system itself is an integral part of the food supply system. Apart from the portion burned on the altar and the Levites' portion mentioned above, the main portion of the grain and animal sacrifices was designated for the consumption of those who brought them. All Israelites ate part of the sacrifice. In general, the sacrifices did not isolate some sacred
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