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It is for my Ukrainian guys that all this is written, as it will be explained : Mr. Neil Tennant, here are the topics that could be discussed during an interview which is for them. To start, I saw you live some years ago at the Royal Opera House in London, with the duo "Pet Shop Boys" that you form with Chris Lowe, Mister Chris Lowe. You were accompanied in particular by one of my compatriots, the young Simon Tellier : it is a real pleasure to see that this musician is making a career far from the so-called French cultural exception which is nothing else than the one of the subsidy. I should not be able to see you again on stage this year in Europe, that's why it might be easier to applaud you at the end of your North American tour, in October in British Columbia, in Vancouver precisely, so not too far from Tofino at least when compared to other distances in Canada : it will be for the end of your 2022 tour. I noticed that, once again, you will not play once in France and –  without a doubt – you are absolutely right. We know the real reason...

There was indeed a reason for the cancellation of your concert in Paris at the Olympia a few years ago, because of the unbelievable French rules – which are unique in the world –, on prohibition of use of lasers for lights in closed places : this is another one of those particularly stupid exceptions peculiar to France – exceptions that those who are in fact resisting (by still staying a little bit in this country) have to endure. Indeed, you have not encountered this problem anywhere else. It's easy to understand why, for this year, you don't seem to have thought it worthwhile to look for – even if it would have been in time – an open-air venue in the Paris area to present your show. But that doesn't matter, because your show can be seen in many places located in the countries on the other side of the border. And then you always manage to improve the atmosphere, even if sometimes it's cold at the beginning of the concert. On this subject, the media remain benevolent with you, and there is much to be happy about...

When I was young, I used to watch your clips on television. I think I remember well that, when I was working on the production of my first show, at the Opéra Comique in Paris in 1993 for the fight against AIDS, I often listened – perhaps a little too much in the eyes of some – to the song "Go West" which you had just recorded : it gave me a little courage for the many things to do. These troubles to overcome were not very big. But what is much more important, is that it has probably saved, from the worst sometimes, a good number of people who also listened to you in loop on the radio. Ah ! the video clips of that time : they were real little stories that were not just superimposed on the texts or the music, but offer you worlds with their own reading codes ; and then at the time, one took an appointment, in front of the television screen, with these miniature films, and one remained attentive to better devour the images with the eyes and better hear the sounds...

This song "Go West", which was part of your repertoire, somehow accompanied your coming out, on the occasion of your more visible support to gay activism. However, there is a lot of nonsense and rumors about you, surfing the web, including the social network of this online encyclopedia in which the main academic criterion has become fame. I would like to understand how it is possible to completely make fun of all these anonymous, more or less reactionary, people writing about you. For some time now, we have been witnessing a return to the past, which is not nostalgia but simply fear. Nothing can be taken for granted, and it is important to remain vigilant. The fact that you sing "Go West" in your concerts, remains a form of courage in front of special kind stupidity always ready to take over. So it is a duty, whenever possible, to take pleasure in listening to you, to close our eyes and smile, and to say to ourselves that it is finally easy to want to live where we can stand...

West End : there are hotels that bear this name, notably, for some time now, the oldest one on the Promenade des Anglais in Nice – undoubtedly one of the best on the French Riviera – ; and then there are all these city districts, elsewhere, far from Paris, in London for example, and much further away from France, or from Europe, as in Vancouver, where people party without necessarily taking themselves too seriously. But in the west, there is nothing, nothing left except to come back to the starting point by turning in circles. It would be really worthwhile to go there, at the end, at the end of the world, or almost, in order to come back later on. Your music and your texts, year after year, assemble the  soundtrack of a very particular feature film, in which everybody finds the chance to recognize itself. And it's strange to see that your artistic expression is not fashionable, but is what suits the times while exceeding them. We understand why young people want to follow you so far...

But it has still not been explained why this is written ! But this page is not only a welcome break in what is inflicted here. A few months after the beginning of the Russian war in Ukraine, I was contacted by several Internet users wanting to leave this country, not only because of the bombings or the risk of mobilization in the army. Some of them could no longer stand the moral prison in which they lived, quite similar to that of their enemies. So, when the dialogue was sufficiently established, I sent them a link to a video of your channel on Youtube : it was obviously the "Go West". Sometimes, in Russian-speaking areas, the song was inaccessible. This title, however, you had performed it even in Moscow, a number of years ago. Some of these Ukrainian guys have since disappeared, dead or deported. And some of them wanted to know more about you, dreaming of asking you questions even though they would have even less of an opportunity than I do to address you one day. It is therefore for them, and sometimes also in memory of them, that all these questions about you that could interest them are lined up in a row. I don't want to doubt that you will understand, and that your duo will be indulgent for what follows, whose naivety is as great as what precedes. So I am proud to speak to you on their behalf...

Your duo's know-how always impresses, despite the fact that the concert configurations are often very different from one another, in venues that are as dissimilar as a majestic opera house and a gigantic building that usually hosts ice hockey teams – Vancouver is so far from London ! As for the staff on site, although they are competent, they are not always welcoming, let alone adorable. Having talent is never enough, you have to be given permission. The jealous ones are not necessarily unpleasant, to say the truth, since they give you the energy to never want to be like them. But people have generally become benevolent towards you : such a long and consistent career, such a great fidelity to what you are and which does not cease to renew itself, imposes respect, and you are greeted as it should be. There are still some who persist in saying that what you do is not very serious. This does not make any sense, since it is a question of knowing if an art is alive, and yours is at the highest point...

For some of your audience, the cover of "Go West" had been prepared a few years earlier by the single "It's a sin" – itself more recently covered by Sir Elton John especially but not only. This particular song is definitely one of those that liberates those who love your work as it deserves. Then the question must be repeated in another form : you are not unaware of how much you have succeeded in doing good to people, bringing them joy, at least comfort, and why not hope from time to time. When you like a song, you make the text your own – even if it's only a small part of it – and it doesn't matter if it's more or less different from the original intentions of the authors ; but that's not what's important, really : what's important is that the sharing takes place, and there are no absolute rules for the magic to happen. In fact, one always takes revenge when one likes such a song, a revenge on meanness and on ugliness. Anyway, so much the worse if some think that it is a sin to want to live one's life...

The French singer Régine sort of invented discos – places where people can dance to recorded music. You, the Pet Shop Boys, turn every venue you go to into a new disco, and that's no small thing when you see how some of the public areas look. Since the night in discos has become sad, because of this clientele taking poses of inaccessible models on the podiums, well it is necessary to go to see one of your show to be able to still have fun while dancing. You shouldn't think that this is primarily about nostalgia. Your audience is very large and includes as well the teenagers of today as those who were it forty years ago : "Girls & Boys" together. Your music is truly danceable, just as if we were all in a huge discotheque, listening to hit after hit from a multi-colored machine. Some people used to make fun of you, now they are the same ones who envy you, or are perhaps those who move in the most frenzied way when hearing your songs. I have at least a whole summer to wait before I can come and see you...

The coronavirus pandemic must have made you rethink your plans, including touring Asia. Maybe I shouldn't say this, but a deadly disease that affects everyone equally, including people who are considered normal, is interesting for a former activist like me : I want to believe that this is a kind of immanent justice that is not without its humor. Of course, I am only expressing a personal feeling, and I would not dare to ask others. "The Night I Fell in Love" : I will never stop thinking that whoever has a problem with other people's asses, has a problem with his own ass first, and that there is no exception. Your song doesn't seem to say otherwise, though without the deliberate vulgarity of what was just written. There is something to be said when you see these crowd dancing to songs, where some of lyrics do not allow for the slightest doubt to settle in. In France, it is an undeniable fact that English is not well understood : but elsewhere ?...

To get to the most important things to talk about, there's intelligence and elegance. A Pet Shop Boys show doesn't get old, it keeps getting new while remaining incredibly true to its own identity. And, every time, it's like giving a master class to all these audiences that come to see you, no matter how old they are. You remain so vibrant, always in impeccable form. There is no such thing as great or small music, there are only bad or good performers, and you are among the best. In France, as you can imagine, in this country where everything is classified, compartmentalized, locked
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