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Dedication

To all those who pursue productivity in life,

who refuse to be mere receivers of grace,

and who labor daily to multiply what God has entrusted to their hands.

May you move from consuming the harvest to cultivating it, for the glory of God.



Preface

This book was born out of a burden that has stayed with me through many seasons of ministry. In every congregation I have served, in every leadership table I have sat at, and in every discipleship conversation I have had, I have observed a quiet but corrosive pattern. It is the pattern of a people who have learned to receive from God without learning to manage what they receive.

The Scripture does not present God as a distant benefactor who simply dispenses blessing to passive recipients. From the very beginning, in the garden of Eden, God placed man in a position of active responsibility. Adam was not given the garden to merely enjoy. He was given the garden to work it and to keep it. That original commission has never been revoked. It has only been obscured by a culture, and at times a church culture, that measures success by what a person receives rather than by what a person manages faithfully.

I have written this book to name that pattern plainly and to call believers back to the stewardship mentality that Scripture consistently commends. The distinction between the consumer and the steward is not a matter of semantics. It is a matter of destiny. The consumer measures a blessing by how quickly it satisfies. The steward measures a blessing by how faithfully it can be multiplied for the Kingdom of God.

In the pages that follow, we will examine this distinction through the lens of Malachi 3, through the account of Esau and his birthright, through the ministry of Jesus Christ, and through the life of the local church. We will also take a deeper look, in the appendix, at the Hebrew word behind the term "devourer" in Malachi 3:11, so that the reader may understand with precision what Scripture is promising to those who walk in covenant faithfulness.

Throughout this study, I have included illustrations of believers facing the choices this book describes. These illustrations, along with the names attached to them, are composites drawn from patterns observed across many congregations over many years of ministry. They do not describe any single identifiable individual, living or deceased, and any resemblance to a particular person is unintended.

It is my prayer that as you work through this study, whether alone, with your family, or with your local church, the Holy Spirit will begin the deep work of transforming you from a consumer of God's blessings into a faithful steward of His resources. May your seed no longer be eaten. May it be sown, multiplied, and returned to the Kingdom a hundredfold.

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah

Senior Associate Minister, Victory Bible Church International
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The Bible consistently distinguishes between those who consume what God gives and those who steward it for His glory. A consumer mentality views life through the lens of personal gratification, asking, "What can I get?" A steward's mentality asks, "What has God entrusted to me, and how can I use it faithfully?"

This distinction is significant when studying Malachi 3:11, where God promises to rebuke "the devourer." The devourer is not only an external force that consumes; Scripture also warns against internal attitudes that consume God's blessings without honoring Him.

What follows is a study of eight marks of the consumer mentality, contrasted at every point with the stewardship mentality that Scripture commends, and a call to the cure the gospel provides. Each chapter closes with a Key Insight, questions for personal reflection, and a prayer prompt, so that this study may be read devotionally as well as analytically, whether alone, with a family, or with a small group in your local church.
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Chapter One: The Consumer Wants to Receive; the Steward Wants to Manage
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"The LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to work it and keep it" (Genesis 2:15)

God never intended man to be merely a receiver. This truth is so foundational that it appears before the fall, before sin entered the world, and before any covenant of redemption was needed. In the perfection of Eden, before there was a single reason to labor out of necessity, God still gave Adam work to do. This is worth pausing over. Adam did not receive the garden because he had earned it, and he did not keep the garden because the garden was somehow deficient without him. He received it as a gift and kept it as a trust. Those two realities, gift and trust, are not in tension with one another. They are the same coin, viewed from two sides.

The Hebrew verbs behind "work it" and "keep it" are avad and shamar. Avad is the same word used elsewhere for serving the Lord in worship, and shamar is the same word used for guarding a sacred trust. Adam was not assigned menial labor in the modern sense of drudgery. He was given priestly responsibility over a sanctuary. Every tree, every stream, every living creature in that garden had been entrusted to a man who was expected to cultivate it, protect it, and cause it to flourish under his care. This is the pattern for all of redemptive history. Blessing, in the economy of God, always comes joined to responsibility. Nowhere in Scripture does God hand a gift to a person and simply walk away expecting nothing further. The gift always carries an assignment inside it.

Consider how this same principle reappears throughout the Bible. David declares in 1 Chronicles 29:14, "For all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee." David understood, even as king over a wealthy nation, that nothing he possessed originated with him. The psalmist affirms the same truth from another angle in Psalm 8:6, where he says of mankind, "Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet." Dominion was never ownership. Dominion was delegated management under the authority of the true Owner. The consumer forgets this distinction. The steward remembers it every day.

Consumer Mentality


●  What can I receive?

●  What benefits do I get?

●  How can this serve me?


Stewardship Mentality


●  What has God entrusted to me?

●  How can I multiply it?

●  How can I glorify God with it?


Every believer stands daily at the intersection of these two questions, often without realizing it. The one who asks only what he can receive will remain forever an infant in the faith, always fed, never feeding others, always seeking the next blessing without ever becoming the kind of person a blessing can be entrusted to. The one who asks what has been given to him for management begins to grow into the maturity of a son who runs his Father's house rather than a guest who merely visits it.

A Guardrail Against Misreading Dominion

Before we go further, a caution is necessary. When Scripture speaks of dominion and management, it is easy to slide into a posture of lordship over people rather than stewardship of resources. Jesus corrected exactly this error among His own disciples. In Mark 10:42-45, when James and John sought positions of authority, Jesus told them plainly, "Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them... But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be the minister of you all." The steward who manages God's garden well is never a steward who lords his management over other people. Adam was given dominion over the earth, not dominion over Eve. The moment stewardship becomes an excuse for controlling others rather than serving them, it has stopped being biblical stewardship altogether. True dominion always bends toward service, because the model for all dominion is Christ Himself, who came not to be served but to serve.

Christ, the Perfect Steward

Philippians 2:5-8 gives us the clearest picture of stewardship ever displayed. Christ, who existed in the form of God, did not treat that equality as something to be grasped and consumed for His own advantage. He emptied Himself, took the form of a servant, and humbled Himself even to the point of death on a cross. Every steward who has ever managed a garden, a gift, or a Kingdom assignment well has only imitated a pattern first perfected in
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