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Fun with the Family™ Georgia

Praise for the Fun with the Family™ series

“Enables parents to turn family travel into an exploration.”

—Alexandra Kennedy, Editor, Family Fun

“Bound to lead you and your kids to fun-filled days, those times that help compose the memories of childhood.”

—Dorothy Jordon, Family Travel Times









Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date

Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many changes can occur after a guide is published—establishments close, phone numbers change, hiking trails are rerouted, facilities come under new management, etc.

We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and be kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:

The Globe Pequot Press

Reader Response/Editorial Department

P.O. Box 480

Guilford, CT 06437

Or you may e-mail us at: editorial@GlobePequot.com

Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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To Chris and Tricia—grand traveling companions—and Bailey, Michael, and Joseph in hopes they will be too.
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Introduction

When we moved to Georgia in 1979, our four children ranged in age from ten to sixteen. In between school, scouts, church, band, drill team, cheerleading, soccer, and horse camp, all of us managed to visit some of our adopted state’s wonderful sights in the northeast Georgia mountains and on the beaches of the Golden Isles. Then we bought a travel agency, which rapidly expanded to three, and spent several years exploring exotic destinations elsewhere. It wasn’t until we sold the agencies and began writing about travel for several local newspapers and magazines that we started a serious campaign to discover what else Georgia has to offer—especially in off-the-beatentrack locations. In our capacity as travel writers, we’ve combed Georgia to compile numerous other guides to traveling in the Peach State. Now our children are grown and on their own, married, and spread out all over the nation, so we’re introducing the joys of traveling in Georgia to our grandchildren. We’ve investigated some of the state’s marvelous family resort programs with Chris (now nineteen), Tricia (now sixteen), Bailey (three), and Michael (three). New baby Joseph will get his introduction to Tybee Island in the summer of 2008.

We’ve been to the vast majority of attractions listed in this guide, and the ones we haven’t visited personally have been highly recommended by our friends at the state department of tourism, local chambers of commerce, or convention and visitor bureaus.

Although the state department of tourism divides the Peach State into nine tourism regions, we and our editors decided it would be simpler for readers to begin exploring Georgia if we divided the descriptions of family attractions in the state into only five areas: the Heartland, Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest. The chapter for each region is introduced by a map that identifies the towns you will want to visit. Then the towns within each region are arranged from north to south and east to west so that you could actually start at the first town described and zigzag through the region, tracing a route all the way to the last town described. Some small hamlets have only one special family-oriented attraction, some have several, and others boast dozens.

Your family will be so enchanted with some of these places, you may never get to the next stop on the list. You’ll want to return to others again and again. We hope you and your clan will enjoy exploring Georgia as much as we have with two generations of youngsters.
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For Quick Reference

Throughout this guide you’ll find some recommendations for family-friendly places to stay. We’ve tried to suggest a wide range of accommodations to appeal to almost any family preference or price range: resorts, hotels, motels, small inns, bed-and-breakfasts, and campgrounds. We haven’t included national chain accommodations, assuming that you might prefer to try some properties with particular local flair. In case you’re set in your ways, however, almost every town has one or more of the old standbys. Here’s how to get in touch with some of the major chains found prevalently throughout the state. Otherwise, contact your favorite hotel chain or a travel Web site such as www.hotels.com; www.hotellocators.com; www.hotels-and-discounts.com; www.travelocity.com; www.orbitz.com; www.expedia.com; and the like.


	Best Western, (800) 780-7234; www.bestwestern.com

	Comfort Inns and Suites, (877) 424-6423; www.comfortsuites.com

	Courtyard by Marriott, (888) 236-2427; www.marriott.com

	Days Inn, (800) 329-7466; www.daysinn.com

	EconoLodge, (877) 424-6423; www.econolodge.com

	Hampton Inns and Suites, (800) 445-8667; www.hamptoninn.com

	Holiday Inn, (888) HOLIDAY; www.sixcontinentshotels.com/holiday-inn

	Jameson Inn, (800) JAMESON; www.jamesoninns.com

	La Quinta Inns and Suites, (800) 642-4271; www.laquinta.com

	Quality Inns, (877) 424-6423; www.qualityinn.com





Thalimer Tips for Traveling with Kids

Although there’s never any guarantee that the backseat gang won’t whine, “Are we there yet?” or fuss with their siblings, modern technology has made car travel much easier and more pleasant with built-in or portable DVD and CD players, handheld video games, MP3 players, iPods, and other techno distractions. If different people are listening to different things, then headphones are a must.

To keep the rug rats as entertained as possible, plan for frequent stops every hour or two whether it’s to eat, take a rest room break, or visit an attraction. In the car, give each kidlet as much space as possible and keep them each occupied with age-appropriate toys and activities. Each munchkin should have a duffel bag, backpack, or tote with some of his or her personal favorite toys and books. A hard-sided plastic box in which to keep pencils and crayons can also serve as a desk or tabletop to hold food. Must-haves include a favorite blanket, pillow, stuffed animal, and/or other “security” item that makes the small fry feel more comfortable. Even with all the modern technology available, kids still enjoy singing silly songs, hearing or telling stories, and playing group games that require little or no equipment such as I Spy or identifying state license plates. Plan a surprise or two along the way such as a special tape or a new toy (or even an old toy that’s been forgotten about). Rotate seats for variety. If things still get out of control, find a playground or some place to stop where they can let off some energy.

Bottled water, canned drinks, boxed juices, and individual-size portions of things like applesauce, fruit, and pudding (most of which don’t even need to be kept cold) make carrying snacks a breeze. Just pack plenty of napkins, paper towels, and/or moist towelettes. In fact, bottled water is great for many things such as washing up or cleaning a scrape or cut. Be careful though. Often kids eat or drink out of boredom, and then you have to stop more often, they may get an upset stomach, or they may be so “wired,” they’re up all night. Give them too much sugar, and you’ll have a vehicle full of hyperactive little darlings. To prevent too frequent bathroom stops, avoid caffeine drinks, which are a natural diuretic. Make sure to have everyone “go” before you depart from each stop and break up the ride every hour or so whether anyone’s asking for a bathroom break or not. Avoid a lot of chips, candy bars, and other sweets. Carry “safe” snacks such as pretzels, animal crackers, all-natural fruit rolls, raisins, dried fruit, trail mix, crackers, Goldfish, rice cakes, cereal, granola bars, power bars, hard candies, gum, and cheese sticks or string cheese.

Kids love to act grown-up, and pint-sized suitcases and duffel bags with wheels fill the bill. Not only do the tykes feel like they have a new toy that turns a boring chore into a sure-to-please game, but it frees up Mom and Dad to handle other things (like a baby or very small child and their own luggage) and lowers the stress level for everyone.

Involve the munchkins in packing for the trip. They should choose loose, comfortable clothing. A safe bet is one outfit for every day of the vacation, but that doesn’t mean each person has to bring seven shirts and seven pairs of shorts or slacks for a week-long trip. Mix and match to get a couple wearings from each item. We read about one enterprising mother who packs each day’s outfit, including socks and underwear, in a separate plastic bag so that the tykes can dress themselves and don’t have to worry about finding everything they need or things that go together. Choose bright colors and patterns that hide stains. Umbrellas, ponchos, and light jackets are a good idea too. Take our word for it, regardless of what the weatherman says, it will rain or be cold if you’re not prepared. Of course, comfortable shoes are a must. Don’t duplicate items, except maybe socks. If you run out of shampoo or need something else, you can always buy it. Bring several large plastic bags for dirty and/or wet clothing items, as well as for trash. Even if suitcases are stowed in the trunk of the car or in the cartop carrier, keep a change of clothes inside the car for quick changes after spills or accidental (or on-purpose) mishaps such as falling in a creek. Don’t overpack—when in doubt, leave it out.
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Buy or create a basic first aid kit with bandages, antiseptic, tissues, adult and child pain relievers, antihistamine, and diarrhea medication. You might want to carry your doctor’s phone number. Don’t forget items such as a hat or visor, sunglasses, sunscreen of at least 30 SPF, and insect repellant.

Miscellaneous tips:


	Carry an extra collapsible tote or duffel to bring home souvenirs picked up along the way, such as rocks, shells, postcards, stamps, charms, key chains, magnets, or holiday ornaments. Anything picked up along the way such as brochures, tickets, programs, maps, and other memorabilia, can be scrapbooked when you get home.

	A disposable diaper soaks up spills better than paper towels or napkins and has a plastic side to keep the liquid corralled until you can get to a trash can.

	Computer screen wipes are great for cleaning fingerprints and smears from inside car windows. A small vinyl tablecloth can be used for impromptu picnics, but in an emergency can serve as a temporary barrier between the car seat and a wet child.

	A Frisbee or a ball takes up very little room, but is invaluable for some quick exercise when making a stop.

	Likewise, a deck of cards takes up almost no room, but has innumerable possibilities for use while riding in the car (consult www.pagat.com for group and individual card game ideas).

	Decide in advance how much each child can spend each day for anything they want.

	Make time for free time.

	Come up with an emergency plan or meeting place in case family members become separated. Carry a photo of each child in case you become separated.

	Maintain a good sense of humor!



Check out these Web sites for more tips about packing for and traveling with children:


	www.activitiesforkids.com/travel/travel_hints.htm

	www.travelwithkids.about.com/cs/familytraveltips/a/packinglist.htm; www.onebag.com

	www.travelsense.org/tips/packing.asp; www.travelforkids.com

	www.piggyback.com/website/travel_tips



Keep in Mind

Most of the places we describe for fishing, including all the state and national parks, require a valid fishing license unless we note otherwise. Currently licenses are $9.00 for Georgia residents; out-of-state visitors pay $3.50 per day or $7.00 per week. A trout stamp is $5 for residents and $13 for nonresidents. Georgia has a reciprocity agreement with Alabama, Florida, and South Carolina, so residents of those states don’t have to purchase a Georgia fishing license if they have a valid one from their home state. Residents of all other states must purchase a nonresident license. Call (800) ASK-FISH (800-275-3474) for detailed information about fishing in Georgia and other states. A weekly update on fishing conditions is given, as well as fishing and license information, freshwater and saltwater regulations, locations of boat ramps, common questions and answers, and more.

Georgia State Parks have a $3 ($4 at Tallulah Gorge) per day parking fee. It is good for all state parks visited the same day. You can, however, buy an annual ParkPass for $25. Join the Friends of Georgia State Parks and Historic Sites and get a ParkPass. Rates for camping at state parks range from $12 to $30. Call (800) 864-7275 for more information or consult www.gastateparks.org.

Please use the following guide to determine the cost of attractions, lodging, and restaurants:

Lodging




	$
	up to $50



	$$
	$51 to $75



	$$$
	$76 to $99



	$$$$
	$100 and up





Attractions




	$
	up to $5 per person



	$$
	$6 to $10



	$$$
	$10 to $20



	$$$$
	more than $21





Meals




	$
	most entrees under $10



	$$
	most $10 to $15



	$$$
	most $15 to $20



	$$$$
	most over $20






The prices, rates, and hours listed in this guidebook were confirmed at press time. We recommend, however, that you call establishments to obtain current information before traveling.




Attractions Key

The following is a key to the icons found throughout the text.
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	Georgia’s Heartland
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A sea of soft pinks and whites washes over the land in March when the peach and cherry trees blossom in profusion. But although the abundant production of peaches in the heartland has given the state of Georgia its nickname, the Peach State, the region may be better known for capturing the stereotypical gracious, antebellum Southern way of life. In fact, so much of the area is suspended in the time prior to 1861 that the region is frequently used as a location for period movies and TV programs.

Thalimers’

TopPicks in the Heartland


1. Cheering for University of Georgia athletes at the Butts-Mehre Heritage Museum, Athens


2. Clattering through the Elder Mill Covered Bridge, Watkinsville


3. Going back to school at the Madison-Morgan Cultural Center, Madison


4. Indulging the kid in you at the Uncle Remus Museum and Park, Eatonton


5. Exploring the past at the Jarrell Plantation State Historic Site, Juliette


6. Swinging with Georgia’s multitalented musicians at the Georgia Music Hall of Fame, Macon


7. Uncovering Native American lore at the Ocmulgee National Monument, Macon


8. Soaring at the Museum of Aviation/Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame, Warner Robins


9. Trotting along at the Lawrence Bennett Harness Horse Training Facility, Hawkinsville
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The scarcity of cities means lots of wide-open spaces where you can escape from the glare of city lights and appreciate the stars piercing the velvety black sky with pinpricks of twinkling light, where emerald forests ring sparkling-diamond lakes dotted with the splashes of colorful sailboats, where miles of country roads made to meander are tailor-made for clans looking for the offbeat as well as the traditional. A great getaway hub, the Heartland is appealing to all sorts of travelers, from rough-it campers bent on outdoor pursuits to elegance-oriented silk-sheets-and-champagne types, fishing/boating addicts, museumgoers, shoppers, and families with children of all ages. An all-around adventure land, the alluring laid-back area boasts everything you need for a memorable vacation: seven state parks and historic sites, one national monument, five sizable lakes and numerous rivers, a state forest, several wildlife management areas, and the Oconee National Forest. The Heartland always offers more to do, and each visit turns into something new and exciting. And there’s never a need to go hungry in the Heartland, which is noted for its famed down-home Southern cuisine.

Athens

U.S. Highways 78 and 441.

The Classic City, named for its counterpart in Greece, has been the home of the University of Georgia (UGA) since it was chartered in 1785. Generations of “Dawgs” have learned to “hunker down” here. Many a Georgia family can trace its roots to a relationship begun during college days at UGA. A center of culture and wealth spared during the Civil War, Athens boasts dozens of Federal, Greek Revival, and Victorian homes. Begin your visit at the Church-Waddel-Brumby House/Welcome Center, 280 East Dougherty Street; (706) 353-1820; www.visitathensga.com. You might also want to drop by the University of Georgia Visitor Center, Four Towers Building, College Station Road; (706) 542-0842.



	Official Georgia
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	Fruit: peach

	Nickname: the Peach State





Butts-Mehre Heritage Hall Sports Museum (ages 6 to 12) [image: image]

1 Selig Circle; (706) 542-0842. Open year-round, Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., as well as during home football games. Free.

On the occasional grumpy-weather day, sports fans of all ages cheer for the video displays, uniforms, playing equipment, trophies, photographs, and other memorabilia displayed at the museum to showcase the outstanding athletic accomplishments of the University of Georgia’s male and female athletes, as well as those of Olympians who participated in the 1996 Summer Centennial Olympic Games, some of which were held in Athens. Challenge the kiddies to see who can be the first to spot the Heisman Trophies earned by Herschel Walker and Frankie Sinkwich.

Memorial Park and Bear Hollow Wildlife Trail (all ages) [image: image]

293 Gran Ellen Drive; park (706) 613-3580, zoo (706) 613-3616; www.athensclarkcounty.com/bearhollow. Open 8:00 a.m. to sunset weekdays, 9:00 a.m. to sunset weekends. Free.

Get your little explorers and go on a domestic safari to see more than 120 native animals, including black bears, bobcats, white-tailed deer, river owls, and otters that live at the 72-acre park’s zoo. In addition the park features nature trails, a recreation building, a lake for fishing and paddle boating, picnic areas, and a playground.

Sandy Creek Nature Center/ENSAT Center (all ages) [image: image]

205 Old Commerce Road; (706) 613-3615; www.sandycreeknaturecenter.com. Trails open daily daylight hours, center open Tuesday through Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., naturalists walks Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. Free.

Budding naturalists will enjoy the 225-acre park’s trails through pristine woodlands, fields, and marshes as well as interactive exhibits and environmental education programs. Activities for energetic families range from salamander hunts to stargazing. The ENSAT (Environment, Natural Science, and Appropriate Technology) Center is a state-of-the-art learning laboratory with live animal exhibits as well as displays about energy-saving “green” technology, construction, and architecture.


Double-Barreled Cannon

This one-of-a-kind weapon, located in Cannon Park on the City Hall lawn on Hancock Street, was developed as a prototype “super weapon” in 1863 to protect the city from Sherman’s army. Theoretically the artillery piece would fire simultaneously two balls connected by a chain. Unfortunately the device was spectacularly unsuccessful, so only one was ever built. It sits facing north—just in case.



State Botanical Garden of Georgia (all ages) [image: image]

2450 South Milledge Avenue; (706) 542-1244; www.uga.edu/botgarden. Open year-round, the grounds are open daily, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. April through September and 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. October through March. The conservatory/visitor center is open Tuesday through Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Free. The Tearoom is open Tuesday through Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Sunday 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Closed Monday.

Families bloom when wandering along the 5 miles of wooded, flower-lined trails at this visual treasure to look at the rich flora of the area. Located on 313 acres on the Middle Oconee River, the grounds feature dramatic gorgelike ravines and spring-fed streams—providing plenty of open spaces for youngsters to go off on their own to run and whoop it up or to hone their senses and tune in to the delightful world of nature. Special collections include magnolias, shade and ornamental trees, flower gardens, and an international garden, but your little ghouls will probably be most fascinated by the poisonous and medicinal plants. The Dunson Native Flora Garden contains 300 species native to the Southeast. Tropical and semitropical plants as well as annuals of the season blossom in the large, modern conservatory/visitor center.

Sure to intrigue your little explorers is Clute’s Kugel, located in the pavilion overlooking the international garden. A kugel (the German word for ball) is a perfectly balanced stone sphere that fits into a socket carved to the exact curvature of the ball. When water is pumped up from beneath the socket, it creates a thin film that lubricates the ball, causing it to revolve in all directions. Once the water is turned on, the ball will revolve until the water is shut off—and even a child can stop the ball or make it change direction. Your budding scientists will marvel at how an 816-pound ball of polished black granite could possibly float only [image: image] inch above the socket. A world map is engraved on the surface. This kugel was given and named Clute’s Kugel in memory of young Clute Barrow Nelson, who died from a brain tumor. He had been fascinated by a kugel he saw in Houston.

For More Information

Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau, 300 North Thomas Street, Athens, GA 30601; (706) 357-4430 or (800) 653-0603; www.visitathensga.com.


A Tree That Owns Itself

“How can a tree own itself?” the small fry are sure to ask about the seemingly ordinary old tree at the corner of Dearing and Finley Streets. It seems that in the late 1800s, Professor W. H. Jackson enjoyed the shade of the tree so much that he deeded it 8 feet of ground on all sides.





	Amazing
Georgia Facts
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UGA was the first state-chartered, state-supported university in the country.



Winterville

East on Highway 72, then southeast on Voyles Road.

Carter-Coile Country Doctor’s Museum (ages 6 to 12) [image: image]

111 Marigold Lane; (706) 742-8600 or (706) 742-5891; www.cityofwinterville.com/html/doctor_s_museum.html. Open by appointment. Free.

Today’s sophisticated kids who are used to pediatricians and specialists probably can’t imagine a day when doctors were general practitioners, sometimes also did dentistry, and made house calls—at night even! Their parents and maybe even their grandparents may have never experienced this type of medical care. This museum, which is one of the few in the nation dedicated to the country doctor, is housed in the small clapboard building where Dr. Carter and Dr. Coile practiced before the turn of the twentieth century. Artifacts on display, including an original operating table, as well as antique surgical tools, parts of human anatomy, various medicine bottles, and dentists’ utensils were donated by the families of several doctors who practiced in the area.

Watkinsville

South of Athens on US 441.

Watkinsville was once considered as the site for the University of Georgia, but it was decided that the existence of the Eagle Tavern made the town “too frivolous an atmosphere for studious young gentlemen,” and the school was established in tiny, then-sedate Athens. The powers that be who made that decision must be spinning in their graves, because UGA has earned the reputation of a party school.


Civil War Legend

A Confederate soldier remained concealed for weeks in a hiding place in the loft behind the enormous chimney of the Eagle Tavern, with food and buckets of hot coals handed up to him by slaves.



Eagle Tavern Museum (all ages) [image: image]

26 North Main Street; (706) 769-5197; www.visitoconee.com. Open year-round, Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Free.

Let your little time travelers experience Georgia frontier life by exploring this restored tavern. During its colorful history the humble structure has served as a fort, a hotel, a stagecoach stop, and a store. One of the earliest surviving buildings in Oconee County, the tavern has been restored to its early Federal Plain–style appearance—“two-up, two-down.” Using simple furnishings from the 1700s, the downstairs replicates the tavern where, for the price of a drink, travelers could spread their bedrolls; the upstairs depicts the rooms with real beds available to well-to-do stagecoach passengers. Other exhibits interpret the findings from several archaeological digs done on the property.

Elder Mill Covered Bridge (all ages) [image: image]

Georgia Highway 15 over Rose Creek. Always accessible. Free.

Take a trip into the past at this 1870 covered bridge before it becomes just a memory. Few of these nostalgic old spans remain in the state, and this is one of the last still in use on a public road. Not many of today’s mod squad have ever seen a covered bridge, so this preserved and maintained span offers a pleasurable opportunity to appreciate the hollow sounds of the clattering floorboards made walking or driving through one. Shutterbugs will need a wide-angle lens to fit the bridge into the frame. A good bet for wannabe photographers are one-use panoramic cameras.

For More Information

Oconee County Visitors Bureau, 54 Nancy Drive, Watkinsville, GA 30677; (706) 769-5197; www.oconeecounty.com.

[image: image]

Stockbridge

US 441 South to Highway 186 West to Highway 83 West, then Highway 138 West to Stockbridge.

Panola Mountain State Park (all ages) [image: image]

2600 Highway 155 Southwest; (770) 389-7801; www.gastateparks.org/info/panolamt/. Open year-round, this park has seasonal hours, so it’s best to check ahead. Parking $3 except free on Wednesday.

A perfect place for an active outing, this park boasts hiking trails and wildlife specific to the Piedmont region. The most significant landmark is an awe-inspiring, gigantic, one-hundred-acre granite monadnock. Self-guided nature trails poke into the most secluded parts of the forest, and guided hikes also attract multigenerational tribes. Plenty of opportunities abound for your wild bunch to rip and race and yell to their hearts’ content. Once the gang gets tired of hiking, they can get a second wind at the interpretive center, where there are animal exhibits and often nature programs. (Note: Pets and bicycles are not allowed on the trails.)

Conyers

East of Atlanta/Stockbridge on Interstate 20.

A self-guided tour of Olde Town Conyers features the Dinky, one of only three 1905 steam locomotives of its type in the world; the Old Jail Museum with a “hanging room”; a historic depot; and a botanical garden. Conyers is also the home of Nancy Fowler, who has been visited by more than one million people of all ages since 1990 to hear her messages from Jesus and the Virgin Mary. Her farm, which is open to the public, has walking trails, religious statuary, and a bookstore/gift shop, but Ms. Fowler no longer delivers regular messages.

Georgia International Horse Park (all ages) [image: image]

1996 Centennial Olympic Parkway; (770) 860-4190 or (888) 860-4224; www.georgiahorsepark.com. Open for specific events; call for a schedule. Price varies by event.

All the pardners in your posse will enjoy horsing around at this equestrian center, which was built as the site of the 1996 Summer Olympic equestrian, mountain biking, and modern pentathlon events. Your little cowboys and cowgirls will love exciting competitions such as the Atlanta Spring, Summer, and Fall Meets; the rough-and-tumble National Barrel Horse Racing Super Show; dressage shows; and rodeos that occur periodically, as well as fairs, craft shows, and musical concerts that fill out the remainder of the yearly calendar. Part of the fun is wandering around the horse stables to see the equine stars and occasionally patting a velvety soft nose. During the events there are plenty of concession stands to assuage hungry munchkins. It’s a must to bring a camera to these events; the pictures will be invaluable for show-and-tell.

[image: image]

For More Information

Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce, 1186 Scott Street, Conyers, GA 30012; (770) 483-7049; www.conyersrockdale.com.

Conyers Welcome Center, 901 Railroad Street, Conyers, GA 30094; (770) 602-2606 or (800) CONYERS.

Rutledge

From Conyers take I-20 East to Highway 12 East to Rutledge.

“Small . . . But Special,” Rutledge features shops of working artisans including glass workers, furniture makers, quilters, and others. Give the kids a chance to see how everyday items and works of art are created.

Hard Labor Creek State Park (all ages) [image: image]

U.S. Highway 278/Fairplay Road; park (706) 557-3001 or (800) 864-7275; golf (706) 557-3006; www.gastateparks.org/info/hardlabor/. Open daily year-round, 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Parking $3; cottages $$$; camping $; advance reservations for equestrian camping are required.

Whether your brood makes a day’s outing or takes a week’s vacation to visit this park, each of your little chickadees will find all the ingredients for a fun-filled vacation: golf, fishing, swimming beach, boating, horse stables, hiking trails, playground, and a trading post. For equestrians there are more than 22 miles of maintained bridle trails, providing up to five hours of riding, but the facility does not rent horses. If you can BYOH (bring your own horse), stalls and trailer parking are available, as are campsites for the humans. The park offers camping facilities, but if camping isn’t your thing, you can tuck yourselves into a snug cottage in the woods.

Madison

East of Rutledge on Highway 12.

Madison, known as the city Sherman refused to burn, had a reputation before the Civil War as “the most cultured and aristocratic town on the stage route from Charleston to New Orleans.” A large portion of Madison’s outstanding architecture was built between 1830 and 1860, but there are a significant number of Victorian structures from the late nineteenth century. Designated by the U.S. Department of the Interior in 1974, the Madison Historic District was one of the first such districts in Georgia to be recognized and is still one of the largest designated historic areas in the nation. In addition to several important sites open for tours year-round, some private homes are open for tours three times a year: May, October, and December.

[image: image]

Bruce Weiner Microcar Museum (ages 3 to 12) [image: image]

2350 Eatonton Road; (706) 342-1799; www.microcarmuseum.com. Open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. (closed May through July and the week before and two weeks after Christmas). $ (proceeds go to the local humane society)

It really is a small world after all at Double Bubble Acres, the home of Bruce Weiner—owner of the Double Bubble Gum Company. Besides bubble gum, Weiner’s next passion is microcars, and he owns and displays 150 of them at this museum. These tiny cars are not toys, but were actually used as transportation by Europeans after World War II. Called bubble cars, they resemble pregnant roller skates. In addition the museum showcases a collection of vintage 1950s kiddie rides (remember the horses, airplanes, or rocket ships often found at stores) and toy versions of the microcars.

Madison-Morgan Cultural Center (all ages) [image: image]

434 South Main Street; (706) 342-4743; www.madisonmorgancultural.org. Open year-round, Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. $

Although your little scholars may tell you they don’t want to be reminded of school while they’re on vacation, they’ll enjoy a stop at this old institution where the original bell still rings. Housed since 1895 in the imposing Romanesque Revival–style structure, the academy served as one of the first graded schools in the South. The edifice must have seemed like a castle to children who had never before seen anything but a one-room school, but even today’s more sophisticated pupils are sure to be impressed by the majestic structure, which currently houses authentically restored and furnished century-old classrooms and a history museum filled with nineteenth-century decorative arts, artifacts, and interpretive information about the Piedmont region of Georgia, as well as permanent and traveling art exhibits. Performances of the Madison Theater Festival and other local, regional, national, and international groups are given in the apse-shaped auditorium, which still retains the original seats and chandelier.

Morgan County African-American Museum (ages 6 to 12) [image: image]

156 Academy Street; (706) 342-9191. Open year-round, Tuesday through Friday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Saturday noon to 4:00 p.m., and Sunday by appointment. $

Your clan will be surrounded by history at this museum, which both preserves the African-American heritage and culture of the South and promotes an awareness of the contributions African Americans have made to the area. Just open yourselves up to their spirit—it’s easy to sense the past when you remain open to its riches.

Lake Oconee (all ages) [image: image]

Lake Oconee Tourism and Real Estate Council; (800) 886-5253; www.greeneccoc.org or www.visitlakeoconee.org. Open year-round; hours vary by park and season. Parking $2 at recreation areas.

Lake Oconee is a prime destination for creating vacation memories for your brood. It’s all here: swimming, waterskiing, sailing, and fishing. Be sure to bring plenty of lures and bait. Several recreation areas provide campsites, beaches, docks, and/or restaurants. Old Salem Park (706-467-2850) and Parks Ferry Park (706-453-4308) have campsites as well as a beach and boating facilities. Granite Shoals Marina boasts even more: a boat ramp, covered boat storage, boat repair, a restaurant, lodging, gasoline, fishing supplies, and groceries. Call (706) 453-7639 to find out more.

For More Information

Madison-Morgan County Chamber of Commerce, 115 East Jefferson Street, Madison, GA 30650; (706) 342-4454 or (800)709-7406; www.madisonga.org.

Crawfordville

From Madison take US 278 East to Crawfordville.

The small hamlet of Crawfordville is often used in movies; you may recognize it from Home Fires Burning and Paris Trout. It was also the home of nineteenth-century politician Alexander “Little Alex” Stephens—a man who was sickly and small in stature but a giant in heart and dedication to the cause of the Confederacy.

A. H. Stephens Historic Park (all ages) [image: image]

456 Alexander Street; (706) 456-2602; www.gastateparks.org/info/ahsteph. Park open daily 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; historic site museum open Tuesday through Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Sunday 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Days. Parking $3; historic site admission $.

Active families appreciate that they get two-for-one attractions at this park, which combines recreational fun with the educational resources of a historic site. The park occupies the property of Alexander H. Stephens, known as the Little Giant, who served as a U.S. senator, the vice president of the Confederacy, and governor of Georgia.

A pleasant place to spend a day or a week, the recreational side of the park boasts an all-around package: two lakes, fishing, boat rentals, 3 miles of nature and hiking trails and even 12 miles of equestrian trails (BYOH—bring your own horse). Even the smallest tot can learn to skip stones into the lake or angle for a finny creature. If your brood is into roughing it or semi roughing it, why not call it a day without moving on? The park offers campsites and cabins.

Curious kidlets can take a trip into the past and learn more about the Civil War and the famous Georgia statesman at his home, Liberty Hall. Original furnishings and Stephen’s personal memorabilia give an authentic glimpse into the man and his times. Surrounding the house are Stephens’s grave and several outbuildings including a detached kitchen and servants’ quarters.

If any of the tiny tots’ attentions wander while touring the house, they’ll perk up at the adjacent Civil War Museum, which displays one of the state’s best collections of uniforms, weapons, medical equipment, documents, letters, and Civil War reunion souvenirs. If your progeny are like ours, they’ll be particularly fascinated by the reality of the life-size dioramas depicting scenes from the Civil War: a family sending its sons off to war, soldiers in camp, and women at home supporting the war effort. Victorian Christmas at Liberty Hall is a re-creation of the holiday in Stephens’s time. The little ones’ eyes will pop out at the glittering fairyland of sparkling lights, displays, and Christmas trees.

[image: image]


Why Liberty Hall?

First, Stephens felt that he was at liberty to do anything he pleased there. Second, any friend or even complete stranger could feel at liberty to spend the night at his home. In fact, he had a special room, called the Tramp’s Room, built to house travelers who needed a place to stay.



Eatonton

From Crawfordville take Highway 20 South to I-20 West to Highway 44 South.

“You can do anything you want to me, Br’er Fox, but whatever you do, please, please, don’t throw me in that briar patch.” The Uncle Remus/Br’er Rabbit stories have been charming the small fry for almost one hundred years. Eatonton was the childhood home of journalist and author Joel Chandler Harris, who re-created the slave tales he had been told as a child. Stop by the courthouse for a photo of your little critters with a statue of a brightly dressed Br’er Rabbit cavorting on the lawn. The town’s literary connections extend to the present day: Eatonton is also the birthplace
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	Sidney Lanier—famous nineteenth-century poet from Macon

	Flannery O’Connor—author from Milledgeville





Indian Springs





Locust Grove





Hampton








	Smell the fruit—the peach is a member of the rose family and should have a sweet fragrance.

	Look for a gold to yellow undercolor—red or blush is an indication of variety, not ripeness.

	The fruit should be soft but not mushy.

	Look for a well-defined crease running from the stem to the point.

	Don’t squeeze; peaches bruise easily.

	Place firm peaches on the counter for a day or two to ripen.

	Refrigerate ripe peaches and eat them within a week.

	To peel a peach, dip it into boiling water for thirty seconds, then in cold water.

	To keep peeled peaches from darkening, add lemon juice or ascorbic acid.
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Milledgeville


















	The nonexistent child and the black dog—Ocmulgee National Monument, Macon

	Sue Peters—the Homestead, Milledgeville
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	Allman Brothers Band—rock band

	Lena Horne—singer/actress

	Little Richard Penniman—rock and roll singer

	Otis Redding—one of the fathers of soul music
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Byron






Fort Valley










	40 calories

	0.6 gram of protein

	10 grams of carbohydrates

	1.5 grams of fiber

	47 units of Vitamin A

	Best of all—no fat, cholesterol, or sodium
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	There are 130,000 peach trees in Georgia.

	They produce 250 million pounds of peaches annually.
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Warner Robins
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Hawkinsville
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Where to Eat in the Heartland

Athens



Madison


Juliette


Milledgeville


Macon



Fort Valley


Dublin


Where to Stay in the Heartland

Madison






	Dan Magill Tennis Complex and ITA Collegiate Tennis Hall of Fame, Athens; (706) 542-8064

	Georgia Museum of Art, Athens; (706) 542-4662; www.uga.edu/gamuseum

	Taylor-Grady House, Athens; (706) 549-8688; www.taylorgradyhouse.com

	Monastery of Our Lady the Holy Spirit, Conyers; (770) 483-8705; www.trappist.net

	Greene County Historical Society Museum, Greensboro; (706) 453-7592 or (800) 886–5253

	Old Greene County “Gaol” Jail, Greensboro; (706) 453-7592 or (800) 886–5253

	Indian Springs Hotel (museum), Indian Springs; (770) 775-2493; www.gastateparks.org/info/indspr

	Old Knoxville Jail and Museum, Knoxville; (478) 836-3825

	Hay House, Macon; (478) 742-8155; www.georgiatrust.org

	Sidney Lanier Cottage, Macon; (478) 743-3851; www.historicmacon.org/slc.html





Eatonton


Juliette


Milledgeville



Macon



Perry


Hawkinsville
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