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So often on our spiritual walk, we find a conflict between our expectations and God’s reality. God pressed this on my spirit quite a while ago, and we need to recognise that such a conflict does exist because if we fail to address it, it can wreck our spiritual fortitude and maturity.

You see, many times what we expect from God is removed from the reality He offers. Indeed, the Bible promises God’s life, provision, and strength, and yes, we are blessed in the Lord. Yet we can so easily try to fit such blessings into our box of expectations. When God’s reality does not meet our expectations, we can easily lose hope and become spiritually discouraged. Even worse, we can begin to lose trust and faith in God.

This is specifically true when it comes to our mandate or our calling. Sure, we all want to do great things for God, and yes, at times we are hoping for wealth and recognition. The problem is, what we expect in ministry is not often God’s reality, because our expectations are at times based on spiritual immaturity or fleshy desires. This is why we need to become spiritually mature or move on from being the carnal man. The Apostle Paul, by the Spirit, has divided the whole human family into three groups: (1) The "natural man," who is unregenerate, or unchanged spiritually; (2) the "carnal man," who is a "babe in Christ," and walks "as a man"; and (3) the "spiritual" man.  The natural man is the person who is not saved—his spirit is dead. God is a Spirit, and the things about Him are spiritually discerned; the natural man cannot understand anything about God, because his spirit is dead in sin (Ephesians 2:1). The carnal man has experienced the new birth in Christ, yet holds onto carnal things.

God calls us to be the spiritual man, where we walk by His will, truth and ways. For then we shall not be overzealous in our ambition, nor passive in our hope of how God will lead us or has in store for us. It is easy to be so ambitious that we want to move heaven and earth, yet nothing will bear fruit if we are disobedient and not in the will of God. The spiritually mature walk in step with the Spirit of the Lord, and they embrace God’s reality and not merely their expectations and ambitions (which are often grounded in this world of materialism and where the Self has become a god). This calls for temperance, which can be regarded as emotional restraint or self-control.

We can easily lose the proverbial plot when we seek to master ourselves, instead of allowing God to master us. While temperance does speak of the power over oneself or self-mastery, this is only possible when God, by His Spirit, takes control of us so that we learn to master our passions and desires. After all, our emotions often fuel over misplaced expectations as we constantly move from hope to rejection, from anger to joy, from peace to strife, and from hope to despair.

Indeed, God provides, but His provision is relative to His cause, purpose and plans. He does bless, yet according to His Sovereign will. Our mandate is not dependent on who we are, but solely on God’s grace and His Sovereignty. As we grow in maturity, finding a balance between Spirit and truth, we grow in understanding the value and worth in every mandate, and that every mandate carries equal weight to His glory. In God, we need to learn to be content. It boils down finding our rest in the Lord, therefore, to be trusting, to have faith and to know His intentions for us are always good. Romans 8 says, “28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”

Indeed, we need to abide in the Lord (John 15) and to abide in His will. If we move away from His will, our expectations and ambitions override His reality. We need to be temperate so that we can walk in His Spirit and by His Word so that we abide. Indeed, we must do nothing but abide, which calls for complete submission and yielding to His wisdom.

It is difficult when, for example, it seems God has answered everyone else’s prayers except yours. During seasons of waiting, we look to God and his word for guidance and encouragement, but what happens when our desires remain unfulfilled? Will you still believe that God has good intentions for you, too? This is when we find that our ambitions and expectations often are tested, for we tend to move away from God’s reality and create our expected reality. If we move away from the Vine, our temperance runs shipwreck as we allow our emotions to run riot over our hope and faith in a wonderful God.

If we do not know the Lord intimately, fully embracing His will for our lives, it can easily seem that God was blessing everyone else and ignoring our ongoing petition. This can lead to distrust in God’s good intentions. If we truly know the Lord and trust Him, we shall trust His path and not the path we wish to forge. This calls for Sabbath rest, abiding and submitting to His purpose. It’s easy to dismiss the numerous other blessings God has brought on our path or to neglect how God’s wonderful plans for us are unfolding. Given our inclination to forget and lose sight of God’s goodness and past blessings amid present hardships and disappointments makes it is clear why, countless times, God calls His followers to remember what He has done. It keeps us balanced in our hopes and expectations as we hold onto God’s reality. After all, God remains good, faithful and true to His Word.

1 Chronicles 16:12 instructs those who seek God to “remember His wonderful deeds which He has done, His marvels and the judgments from his mouth”. Similarly, the psalmist wrote, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits” (Psalm 103:2). When we fail to remember all that God has allowed us to accomplish and the numerous blessings that He’s already given, we’re susceptible to grumbling, cynicism, and making harmful decisions. When God doesn’t come through for us in the exact time and manner we want, we tend to take situations into our own hands. This is because our expectations fuelled by human desires often conflict with God’s perfect ways. Against wise counsel, we tend to forge plans to make our expectations to come into reality, and so at times it leads to blatant disobedience to God.

Indeed, if we perceive such conflict and we cannot discern its source to deal with it in spiritual maturity, it can lead to rebellion against God. Yes, this is how serious it is. It can even lead to a 'shipwrecked faith' which appears in 1 Timothy 1:19. Paul writes: "Holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith." This metaphor suggests a complete disaster, akin to a ship that has been utterly destroyed upon the rocks. It's an image of total loss - of straying so far from the faith that one's belief system collapses. Paul mentions two individuals, Hymenaeus and Alexander, who have "shipwrecked" their faith (1 Timothy 1:20). From this, we gather that shipwrecked faith involves not just doubt or a temporary lapse, but a profound rejection or distortion of core Christian truths. Rebellion holds such a stark and real danger, for it allows pollution in our blood that breeds spiritual darkness.

When God doesn’t meet our expectations because of our lack of understanding, it can even lead to a defection from professing faith. We can think God doesn’t care about us or that God is no longer listening. In our distrust and disillusionment, we can abandon the whole thing of faith. The ship of faith shatters on the rocks – meaning we shatter ourselves in our arrogance and pride against Jesus being the true Rock. A shipwrecked faith is the heart's desires corrupted because our desires do not align with God’s intentions. God loves us, but we need to be careful that our ambitions are not carnal but grounded in His will and Word.

We need to be reminded of “Isaiah 55 says, “8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. 9  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts higher than your thoughts. 10 “For as the rain and snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the earth, making it bear and sprout, and providing seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 So will My word be which goes out of My mouth; It will not return to Me void (useless, without result), without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.” We need to trust God, but then we need to abide in the Vine so that our ambitions, desires and dreams are ultimately mastered by our Creator. This leads to true self-control.

Yes, we need to tread carefully. This is why we are called us to be self-controlled (temperate) in our walk with God. Temperance helps us remain in step with the Spirit. Intemperance leads us astray. Colossians 3:15 becomes our reality: “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” In God’s peace, we find our rest and hope. We must guard against undervaluing His purpose with our lives, nor running the risk of overvaluing it. This happens when we are not at peace or in a state of rest. God knows best. We need to simply abide in Him and trust Him. We need to allow the Spirit of God to lead us day and night so that we remain in God’s will, ways and plans. We need to trust God so that His reality doesn’t conflict with our expectations. We need to be temperate in our walk in spirit and soul, and find a balance between the spirit and the Word so that we can embrace God’s reality.

Let us remember the wisdom and the knowledge of God is so vast, the ways of the Lord are mysterious and dynamic. The ways of the Lord are not static, though He is an unchangeable God. He does one thing in several ways. Who knows what God is about to do next? No one! God works in ways that are often deemed “mysterious”—that is to say, God’s methods often leave people totally bewildered. Why would God tell Joshua and the children of Israel to march around the city of Jericho for a week (Joshua 6:1–4)? What good could possibly come from Paul and Silas being arrested and beaten without cause (Acts 16:22–24)?

The processes God uses, the interplay of human freedom and God’s sovereignty, and God’s ultimate summations are far beyond what the limited human mind can understand. The Bible and the testimonies of Christians down through the ages are brimming with true stories of how God turned situation after situation, problem after problem, life after life, completely upside down—and He often does it in the most unexpected, astonishing, and inexplicable ways. The life of Joseph is a good example of the mysterious way God sometimes works (Genesis 37:1—50:26). In Genesis 50:20, Joseph says to his brothers, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.” In this statement, Joseph summarises the events of his life, beginning with the evil his brothers did to him and ending with his recognition that it was all part of God’s beneficent plan to rescue His covenant people (Genesis 15:13–14).

There was a famine in Canaan where Abraham’s descendants, the Hebrew people, had settled (Genesis 43:1), so Joseph brought all of them out of Canaan and into Egypt (Genesis 46:26–27). Joseph was able to provide food for them all because he had become governor of Egypt and was in charge of buying and selling food (Genesis 42:6). Why was Joseph in Egypt? Joseph’s brothers had sold him into slavery some twenty years earlier and were now dependent upon him for their sustenance (Genesis 37:28). This irony is only a small part of what happened in Joseph’s life; God’s paradoxical movement is obvious through all of Joseph’s history. If Joseph had not been governor over Egypt and moved his kinsmen there, there would be no story of Moses, no exodus from Egypt four hundred years later (Exodus 6:1–8).

If Joseph would have had a choice whether or not his brothers sold him into slavery, it’s reasonable to assume Joseph would have said “no.” If Joseph had been given the choice whether or not to be imprisoned on false charges (Genesis 39:1–20), again, he probably would have said “no.” Who would willingly choose such mistreatment? But it was in Egypt that Joseph was able to save his family, and it was in prison that the door opened to the palace.

God “declares the end from the beginning” (Isaiah 46:10–11), and we can be sure every event in the life of a believer serves God’s ultimate plan (Isaiah 14:24; Romans 8:28). To our minds, the way God weaves remarkable events in and through our lives may seem illogical and beyond our understanding. However, we walk by faith not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). Christians know that God’s thoughts are above our own thoughts and God’s ways are higher than ours, “as the heavens are higher than the earth” (Isaiah 55:8–9).

In my many years of ministry, being involved in deliverance, teaching, or equipping disciples, I realised and eventually embraced one incredible truth – God is Sovereign. And yes, His ways are mysterious. Just look at the Scriptures. We cannot always understand His ways, but we can trust him because He is God. He is faithful. Isaiah 61 speaks about the Spirit of the Sovereign Lord. When we embrace this truth, we shall walk and embrace God’s reality for us. To be sovereign means to be the ultimate leader, or to possess ultimate power. God is the supreme leader of all creation, including the universe. He is supreme, for there is no one else to challenge Him. Just ask the devil! If God is Sovereign, this then means man cannot twist God’s arm, bribe Him, manipulate Him, bully Him or exploit Him. There is a very hard reality at times to embrace, and this reality is the Sovereignty of God.

He is great and awesome. And He is Sovereign. When God approached Moses, He said, “I AM”. Indeed, God is I AM – He doesn’t have to prove Himself, and frankly, He doesn’t need to put on a “show” to get man to worship Him. God must be worshipped because He is I AM, and not because He has done something for us, or because of the promises He holds to follow Him.

He doesn’t need to put on a song and dance – He is I AM. Sadly, erroneous doctrines and living in a “dream world” have caused us to have a distorted image of who God is and what it means to follow Him.  There are many promises in the Scriptures about how the Lord will take care of us, and there are many examples and the Scriptures of how God heals and delivers people. But the reality is not in alignment with our interpretations of Scripture and the perception that we have of God. The reality is God does not always heal someone physically, despite all our doctrines. We can very quickly come up with all kinds of Scriptures to prove God heals, and how He will always heal, but this is not the reality of the matter. The reality is God is sovereign.

When God does not come to the party, many times we find people are drawn to us like Job’s friends, trying to find fault with our faith or find a reason why God does not heal. Ever noticed how that happens? We soon become the guilty party for having a lack of faith, or having sin in our lives, or we are supposed to have done A to Z.  Job’s friends were very ignorant, and many times we are very ignorant when it comes to who God is.

If God doesn’t heal, then He doesn’t. If He doesn’t deliver someone from whatever predicament or ailment or spiritual onslaught, then there is a reason, and that reason rests with God and not with us. We always want to find a REASON and we use Scriptures to find an answer. We forget that we deal with a living God who will not allow man to dictate to Him how things must go.

Yes, we have the authority of Jesus, and yes, we have been called to walk in that authority to heal the sick, to deliver people and preach the Gospel, but we will never be God. We are His mere servants, and as His spiritual children, we need to, at the end of the day, just do as He commands, continue to walk in faith no matter what and leave the results in the hands of the Lord. There are mysteries we will never be able to answer, and the fact is, we cannot always reason or rationalise, no matter how spiritual, when God has not moved according to the way we thought or have been trained to think He should move.

He is God, we are but men. We must remain in Him, follow the Spirit, listen to Him, and allow Him to work through us, but at the end of the day, it is God’s plan and purpose in each and every situation that will prevail. The fact is, we cannot put God in a box. He doesn’t jump when we say jump. Yes, He is a loving God full of grace and mercy, and yes, He does heal, He does deliver, and He does provide for us, but we can never dictate how He does it or when He does it. He listens to us, and He does answer us, but always His way and to His Glory. He is not a cruel God, but we tend to think He is cruel because we are trying at times to understand Him completely. He is Sovereign – we need to accept that truth.

The Lord will provide for us, but we are never certain of how. We always think God must shower us with blessings. Why? Isn’t God more interested in our spiritual condition and seeking His Kingdom above all? We love to quote Jeremiah 29 that God has plans to prosper us. This Scripture, however, was specifically given to the Israelites, pointing to the 70 years of captivity before the nations’ release. Yet, we have strangely applied it to ourselves. It is the same with 2 Chronicles 14 – “when a nation prays in My name” – this specifically applies to the Temple that was built at the time by Solomon yet we have applied it to our own daily lives. These are just a few examples of how we distort the Scriptures in order to form a picture of God according to our needs and wants.

God is with His children, and His hand is upon them, but things are not always going to go smoothly. Miracles might be few and far between. There will be days of tears and there will be days of joy. There might be a supernatural sign here and there, but then again, there might never be. There will be days when it seems God never answers or seems to have lost interest. Some might experience Him in a mighty way, and some will not.

God is Sovereign and we need to embrace this truth. We look at the world today and we see horrible things happening and we try to make sense of it all, but at the end of the day, we never will. Let us just let it be and trust God. We can only play our part by fulfilling the Great Commission but we can never play God. We quote Deuteronomy 28 about the blessings [that also applied to Israel], and even though God does bless us, the scope and magnitude and even shape of it remain most of the time uncertain.  The reality is to serve God requires sacrifice, and to serve Him requires humility, the strength of character and unwavering faith no matter what. Will we still serve Him when He doesn’t heal us, or when we see no supernatural signs in our lives?

Again, if things don’t go our way, we see God as being cruel, but we do not always understand His way, will and purpose. As soon as we trust Him and have faith even if the Promised Land never comes after 40 years, then the quicker we will cease to struggle with Him like Jacob wrestled with God. Sometimes, we just have to take a deep breath and go with the flow – God will heal as He wills [keeping in mind the spiritual is more important than the physical], He will deliver as He wills [keeping in mind that we are dealing with complexities of the soul, spirit and body] and He will lead us according to His will. As long as we see Him as some kind of Father Christmas, some kind of 24-hour accessible bank, or some kind of genie in a bottle, we will then often be left confused on our spiritual walk.

Sometimes, to serve God is just to knuckle down without much reward, to keep doing the best one can without much praise, or to just keep walking the road of the Lord despite the heat, wind, rain and sand. This is after all what it means to walk in faith and to serve a Sovereign, but never impersonal God.  It is not always easy, and there are no shortcuts, and there are not always answers, and things many times will not make sense, but we can know God is real, is watching out for us, and abides with us and He wants us to always abide with Him.

It boils down to trusting God. It is that simple. To trust is to believe in the reliability, truth, ability or strength of something. So, when it comes to trusting God, that means believing in His reliability, His Word, His ability and His strength. The Bible says that God cannot lie. That He always keeps His promises. When we find ourselves in conflict with God, many times it is because we have lost our trust in Sovereignty and that He is God.

The expression trust in Jesus holds a multi-layered meaning. In one sense, trusting in Jesus means believing in Him for salvation (John 3:16). We believe who He is—God in human form—and put our faith in Him as Saviour. And we believe what He has done—that He died for our sins and rose from the dead. Since we cannot save ourselves from sin and death (Romans 3:10–20), we trust in Jesus to save us (John 11:25). We cannot receive eternal life and live forever in the presence of God until we’ve trusted in Jesus as Saviour and accepted His forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7).

Subsequent to salvation, trusting in Jesus means committing or dedicating ourselves entirely to Him. When we are born again, we become followers of Jesus Christ. As His followers, we put complete confidence in Him and His Word. To trust in Jesus means to believe everything He said and accept His Word as true: “So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free’” (John 8:31–32, ESV). The more we know and abide in the words of Jesus, the more we will obey Him, and the more our confidence in Him will grow as we experience freedom in Christ.

Rest, another way of expressing trust, is a state of leaning on Jesus for strength and learning from Him. He shares the load as we journey together. When we are tired and overburdened, we can come alongside Jesus and find rest for our souls. In this way, we trust in Jesus by relying on Him for everything in our lives, especially when we are weary and burdened down. Jesus is the believer’s Sabbath-rest (Hebrews 4:1–11). So often believers are not at rest, seemingly devising plans because they fail to trust completely in God’s plans. Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.” Yes, we must trust and know God is in control. However He moves may not be according to our expectations, but we must trust and be at rest.

Jesus understands our weaknesses and knows we will struggle to trust in Him. That is why Scripture says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6–7). When we take our anxious hearts to God in prayer, He offers us peace. His presence is peace. The passage does not say He’ll always give us what we’re asking for, but it does promise peace to guard our hearts and minds. To trust in Jesus means to come to Him and believe He has good and trustworthy plans for our lives and our future. We don’t have to fret about tomorrow. When we trust in Jesus, He pours out His peace on us.

Our trust in Jesus grows through experience (2 Corinthians 1:10) as we see God working all things in our lives—both the good and bad—for His purpose (Romans 8:28). Jesus wants us to live by faith in Him (2 Corinthians 5:7; Galatians 2:20), and so the Christian life becomes a testing and training ground in trust: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:2-4).

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me” (John 14:1). We may know that Jesus loves us and promises always to be with us (Matthew 28:20), but we can’t see Him, and, during times of trouble, doubt and fear can creep in and make it difficult to apply that knowledge. Peter encourages us that we can trust in Jesus even when we cannot see Him: “In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy” (1 Peter 1:6–8).

The apostle Paul captured what it means for a believer to trust in Jesus: “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:17–18). Jesus is teaching us to trust Him in all things at all times with all of our heart (Proverbs 3:5–6) so that our faith becomes unshakeable: “Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD himself, is the Rock eternal” (Isaiah 26:4). As we learn to trust in Jesus more, we identify more with the psalmist’s description of a believer at rest in the arms of God: “I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a weaned child with its mother; like a weaned child I am content” (Psalm 131:2).

The Lord calls for simplicity in being His son or daughter. Being a child of His – reflecting His nature and character. As a child, to trust. We can take all our teachings and all our doctrines and all our knowledge, and it will boil down to the following ancient truths: love your Lord beyond all. Fear your Lord, morning to evening, awake and asleep. Have faith in Him, for He is your Father. Trust Him, for He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That is it – condensed, but the crux of our divine walk. From there all things will flow, says the Lord - anointing, dominion, power, authority, healing, deliverance, life and light. Seek to love Him, fear Him and walk in faith. No half measures. No lukewarm living. Obey as He speaks. Follow as He leads. Living in the Spirit. Seek Him day and night.

When water flows in a river, it flows naturally - it flows beautifully, in harmony and perfectly, for it is designed and created to make a path. If we love Him, fear Him and walk in faith in Him, then all things will flow naturally, making for us a path. Those who walk as His sons and daughters in a true relationship are designed and purposed to walk in authority and dominion power, and from them flows the Kingdom.

For the Lord speaks in Matthew 6. Just as we are not to worry about clothes and food and the day tomorrow, why do we find the need to worry about the workings of anointing, dominion, power, authority, healing, deliverance, gifts, life and light? It is about trust. All things are provided for by the Father to His children just as naturally and beautifully as water flows like a river down the mountain. Why then do we complicate matters of serving the Lord and walking in the Spirit for all that must be done is to love Him, fear Him and trust Him? What to seek? Do we seek Him, or do we still only seek His blessings? When we come into His presence, is it what we seek: a thrill, a word, teaching, or do we seek Him? Do we seek Him to impart Himself in us?

Believers, it is this simple. We must seek Him and love Him. In our love, we trust, and we will not conflict with our Creator. We must fear Him in respect and reverence. We need to be like His children, at peace, at rest and doing what is right. Yet, why do we struggle so and wrestle? Is it not because we have failed to obey and follow the Lord in simplicity? What do you love? How do we spend our time? Do we seek right and wrong? Are we walking in holiness and purity?

Think about this: for if we are truly doing all this, by obeying Him in simplicity, laying down our lives, carrying our cross, and denying ourselves, then all things will flow naturally and in clarity. We teach and preach and write books on faith, anointing, authority, healing, deliverance, dominion power and spiritual warfare, yet these things flow like natural spring water from those who truly follow the Lord. Why then do we complicate things? Why then do we seek more blessings and authority and anointing when all that must be done in simplicity is doing what He has asked to do according to simple and clear instructions?

What is the greatest lesson we can learn? We need to stay in God’s will by being obedient, faithful and loyal. We can only do this by following the Spirit and being led by the Spirit. As long as we abide and rest in Him, doing as He speaks and leads, and as long as we rest in the fact that God is the one in control and not us, the quicker we will stop questioning Him and the quicker we will act like the friends who harassed Job. We have direct fellowship with God, and we speak with Him, and He shares His heart with us, but it will always remain that He is God and we are man and that He is the Master and we are His servants, that He is the Lord and we follow Him.

We must never forget He is Holy.

He is Beauty.

He is Purity.

He is Love.

He is Wisdom.

Holy indeed is the Lord, and indeed, we shall bow before the holy Lord who upholds all things. And at all times, just remember – He is God. Therefore Almighty. Omnipotent. Glorious. And we are man. Fallible.
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Be not moved from the Covenant 
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We as the children of God have a covenant in place with God. A covenant is similar to an agreement or a binding contract. By the Covenant of Grace, we are redeemed and liberated from our sins and former life of carnality. Yet we also have a part to play, even though we may not always think so. We must not be moved by the importance of the covenant.

Our part is to love God, to obey Him, to follow His Word, to have no other ‘gods’, to lead holy and pure lives and to fulfil the Great Commission. It is in simplicity also simple to uphold the Ten Commandments. We build on the foundation of Jesus (Matthew 7) when we begin to uphold and honour the Covenant. Jesus gave all His Blood for the Covenant, which ensures our eternal life, provision and protection. We must make every effort not to move from the Covenant with God by violating it or making a covenant with this world or even the devil. We must make every effort to uphold the Covenant, for by grace we have been redeemed and in the Covenant is our life, hope and eternity.

How often do we truly stand still and contemplate the Covenant? We often think of Jesus’ death and ascension solely in light of redeeming us from sin, yet His Blood was shed to ratify (sign or give formal consent to a treaty, contract, or agreement, therefore making it officially valid) the Covenant. There is a consensus that God did it all, and it is now finished, so we have nothing to do except bask in the glory of our salvation. This is an erroneous mindset. We are called to serve the Lord as faithful stewards.

Former president of America, John F. Kennedy, once said: “Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.” This same concept applies to our walk with God. For God does His part, yet what are we doing for His Kingdom? We live in a time and age where so many are inactive in doing the work of the Lord, just attending church to be blessed and to receive from God. They are constantly asking God to do something for them. Yet are we prepared to do something for the Kingdom?

Communion, of course, speaks of the New Covenant, as it deals with the blood shed by Jesus and His body broken for our redemption. The Apostle Paul alluded in 1 Corinthians to how the Covenant is not being taken seriously because of how the people were taking communion. Often, a “love feast,” or fellowship meal, would accompany communion, meaning communion was more of an “event” than it is in many churches today. 1 Corinthians 11:17–34 indicates that some were gorging themselves at the feast while others were left hungry. Some were even getting drunk. The separation between the rich and the poor was evident.

As a result of the unfairness and gluttony surrounding communion, Paul says they were not even eating the Lord’s Supper (verse 20). The people were not treating communion as a sacred ordinance instituted by Jesus. Instead of reminding people of Jesus’ sacrifice, communion became a means of self-gratification, furthering the divisions among the Corinthian Christians. After describing the situation and explaining what communion should be, Paul writes, “So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves” (1 Corinthians 11:27–29).

Paul is essentially asking the people to do a “heart check” before communion. Are their hearts in the right spot? Are they eating the meal to remember Christ’s sacrifice and to engage in community? Are they divided among themselves or unified in Christ? Are they having communion, or are they just selfishly satisfying their appetites?

What Paul was saying reminds us that it is too precious a thing to treat communion as a meaningless religious ritual. This is because the Covenant is not meaningless. Jesus paid for the Covenant with His blood. He endured suffering so that we may be redeemed and so that we may have a relationship with divinity. It is also important to be up to date with God regarding any unconfessed sins or unsurrendered areas in our lives. In other words, perform a “heart check” on yourself. It is important to note here that being “up to date” does not imply perfection. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 11:31–32 that we are to judge ourselves appropriately and allow the Lord to discipline and sanctify us. We should have the psalmist’s attitude when he prayed, “Forgive my hidden faults” (Psalm 19:12).

The question is, do we take the Covenant seriously, as reflected in the way we take communion? Are we working out our faith and living in an active relationship with God, allowing Him to do His sanctifying work in our lives? If so, communion should be a sobering celebration of Christ and His church. If not, we make a mockery of the ordinance.

Jesus stressed the importance of upholding the sanctity of earthly marriages and spoke against divorce. The Lord was strict on the matter because marriage also involves a covenant, very similar to the spiritual covenant between God as the Bridegroom and the Church as the Bride. If we cannot even honour our earthly covenant, how can we possibly honour the spiritual one?

Paul wrote in “Ephesians 5: 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”

By our spiritual covenant, we are betrothed unto God, and we will one day celebrate the marriage with the feast in heaven. The covenant with God cannot be treated as likely, and if we violate it with our sins and idolatry, it is similar to a spouse being unfaithful in marriage. Violating the covenant is spiritual unfaithfulness. We betray our heavenly Bridegroom. We also anger our Lord.

In Jeremiah 33 we read, “19 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 20 “Thus says the Lord: ‘If you can break My covenant with the day and My covenant with the night, so that there will not be day and night in their season, 21 then My covenant may also be broken with David My servant, so that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and with the Levites, the priests, My ministers. 25 “Thus says the Lord: ‘If My covenant is not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, 26 then I will cast away the descendants of Jacob and David My servant, so that I will not take any of his descendants to be rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will cause their captives to return, and will have mercy on them.’ ”

Consider what the Lord said in Jeremiah 33. He has a covenant (an agreement) in place with creation, speaking of daytime and the seasons! God has made all things, and all things created obey God. By the covenant, all things exist for now by God’s order and all things created within that covenant fulfil its function. There is, therefore, an agreement in place: God has made the sun and the moon and daytime and nighttime functions according to God’s order. Oh yes, the entire creation functions properly in agreement. To Job, the Lord said in chapter 41:  1 “Can you draw out Leviathan[a] with a hook, or snare his tongue with a line which you lower? 2 Can you put a reed through his nose, or pierce his jaw with a hook? 3 Will he make many supplications to you? Will he speak softly to you? 4 Will he make a covenant with you? Will you take him as a servant forever?” Take note of verse 4. Only God is supreme as the Creator of all. Job 38:22-23 says, “Have you entered the treasury of snow, or have you seen the treasury of hail, which I have reserved for the time of trouble, for the day of battle and war?” God is in control of all creation, and all creation obeys the covenant God has made with living creatures, even Leviathan.

Shall we not as living creatures created by Him, therefore, also not consider the importance of obedience and submission unto Him? In this series of works, we look at the importance of the Covenant, and the absolute necessity to honour and uphold it. God is not one to be mocked and trifled with. He is holy, mighty and glorious. As His creation, we need to pay attention to Him, to His order, and to truth. May we worship Him and may we walk in His holiness as Covenant-keeping servants of the Most High. 

The Church (the believers who worship in Spirit and Truth) has been called to bring the lost under the Covenant of the Lamb, while the devil is ‘working’ just as hard to destroy, deceive and devour the innocent. The devil wants the world to burn to the ground, but the Holy Spirit was sent so that we can walk in victory and lead others to be victorious.

We have been empowered, equipped and anointed not for self-gain, self-glorification, self-exaltation or even to achieve success, but to lead a broken world back to the Lord, thus to the Covenant and, therefore, to rebuild and restore the altar. To restore the altar calls for us as believers to first commit again to the Covenant of the Lord, to honour it, to stay true to the Covenant and to walk in the reality of the Covenant. And secondly, to honour the Covenant by fulfilling the Great Commission, which calls for evangelising and making disciples of all nations.

We as Gentiles, by the sacrifice and ascension of Jesus, stand under the New Covenant, also referred to as the Covenant of Grace, for it is by grace that we have been saved by our faith in the Son of God. We have to remember that a Covenant is an agreement. This agreement is taken very seriously by the Lord, for His Son had to die a brutal death in order for the Covenant to be sealed and to be brought into effect. By this Covenant, the Lord is our Saviour, Redeemer and Deliverer and Lord, and by this Covenant, we are His sons and daughters who should faithfully love and follow and serve Him with all our hearts and minds.

This spiritual struggle – if we can call it that, since God is Sovereign above all – is over man’s redemption or damnation. And such salvation or damnation is interlocked when a Covenant is made. We can either willingly submit to God or allow Him to make a covenant with us or we can give the devil a foothold and thus legal ground to operate in us. When we give him legal ground, we have a pact or agreement by which the devil can walk through our lives to devour and kill.

James 4 sums up our walk of victory or walk of shame: “7 So be subject to God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him], and he will flee from you. 8 Come close to God and He will come close to you. [Recognize that you are] sinners, get your soiled hands clean; [realize that you have been disloyal] wavering individuals with divided interests, and purify your hearts [of your spiritual adultery].”

We are either going to draw closer to God, or we are going to allow the devil to draw closer to us. It is that simple. There is no rocket science involved. Either we make a covenant with God, or we dance with the devil. We cannot serve two masters. To uphold the Covenant, therefore, to restore the altar, calls for us to serve only one true Master and none other. We cannot walk in light and darkness. We cannot serve God and Baal. We cannot serve God and this world. And yet this is what is happening in churches – we are violating the Covenant by serving two masters, and thus the altar is being broken down. We need to restore the altar by ridding our lives of all idolatry and apostasy and seeking God as our First Love above all.

At times, we do not understand the importance and the power of the Covenant. We have a Covenant with the Lord, sealed by the Blood of Jesus. In that Covenant is our deliverance, healing and citizenship in heaven. By the Blood, we are free from the bondages of sin, from the strongholds of the mind and of hell, and we are liberated in the Spirit to abide in a true and real relationship with God.

But just as important as to know what this covenant entails, is also to realise that we should only have one true covenant to a master, and no other covenant. We after all cannot serve two masters, for then we have two covenants. We cannot serve two masters, for this is idolatry.  Matthew 6: 24:  No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches, money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in).

Satan has been at ‘work’ to get mankind to a point of serving more than one master, therefore ‘signing’ various covenants. If we have several covenants then we walk in idolatry, rebellion and, therefore, we stand a good chance of undergoing a state of spiritual apostasy. Rebellion after all is like the sin of witchcraft [sorcery]. How can we expect the Lord and the devil to have a share of one person? Again, light and dark cannot co-exist.

We cannot serve man and God. We cannot serve the kingdoms of the world and the Kingdom of Heaven. If we do, we bow before two altars. If we do so, we burn with God’s fire and profane fire. This cannot be. It is time again that we return to the Covenant by committing our very lives again to the Lord so that there is a cry in our hearts we will serve no other God and that He is our First Love and He is our Master and Lord!

There is only the Covenant with one spiritual master that should be in place – and that is with God. The other existing and abiding covenant on earth that has deep spiritual significance is that of the marriage, but marriage deals not with master and servant but it is an agreement of two becoming one. We at times do not realise the power of the Covenant. By that agreement, we walk in victory and we are more than conquerors. Under the Blood of the Lamb, Satan’s power has been disarmed and we walk in the grace not to sin.

The Lord reminds us that indeed life lies in the Blood. Leviticus 17:14 As for the life of all flesh, the blood of it represents the life of it; therefore I said to the Israelites, You shall partake of the blood of no kind of flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats of it shall be cut off. A Covenant sealed by blood has been made since the ancient of days, with Jesus being the last great High Priest who shed His Blood so that we can be free from the yoke of slavery and darkness.

If the power of the covenant lies in the blood, then surely the devil will also try to attack the very blood [our life source] so that we are bound and yoked to unholy and deceptive covenants. And so the world has fallen into all kinds of occult rituals, making a covenant with the devil. People these days are literally “selling their souls” to be rich or famous.

How we need to pray for the Lord to show us if we have any unholy covenants in place! Yes, we can even have unholy covenants with man. God has called us to make a true and everlasting Covenant only with Him. The only other true covenant in the eyes of God is within marriage. Yet we remain yoked to this world because of unholy covenants, and so we open doors through which we can be influenced, and thus we are no longer under the sole influence of God.

It should be noted that in political circles, treaties and alliances are often seen as a form of a covenant. This will certainly apply to nations or tribes. Israel was often in the Old Testament for making a treaty or alliance with another country, as they often sought help from Egypt. After all, their true and only Covenant was with God, who was and still is their only true helper, strength, and redeemer. Still today, we as believers must always consider that within
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