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    This one is for Elyssa Dolinger and Joshua Unruh, who dreamed up Books2Read while I was looking in a different direction.
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Prologue

Feeding the Hunger
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This is a book for Readers. I don’t mean just anyone who knows how to read. I don’t even mean just people who like to read. This book is for people who love to read. This book is for people who are readers, bone-deep. It’s for people who saw that title above, “Feeding the Hunger,” and already knew what hunger I was talking about.

There’s a hunger for books. Not just for books, but for new books. There are readers who itch for something new to read, new worlds and friendships to explore. And despite the unprecedented boom in storytelling that we’re experiencing culturally—no, because of the boom—it can be harder than ever to find the book you ought to read next.

And that’s why the smart people at Draft2Digital invented Books2Read. If you don’t already know Draft2Digital, they’re the world’s best service for self-published authors and indie publishing houses to sell their books through major stores run by Amazon, Apple, Google, and a dozen others.

That position has given the folks at Draft2Digital special insight into the market, but more than that, it’s given them a personal relationship with the authors just now finding their place in the industry. Books2Read helps those authors connect with their readers, and it’s becoming a site that will help readers discover more of the stuff they like. How? With a suite of powerful, fun, and completely free tools. 

Give me ten minutes, and I’ll show you how Books2Read can help readers like you discover the gems you’re desperate for. If they’re not already everything you want, you can trust they’re working on it.
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Reading Lists
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The first place you’ll fall in love with Books2Read is in a Reading List. It probably won’t be yours, although you do get one of your own as soon as you sign up for a free account. But no, the first you’ll ever see will almost certainly be one that’s made by a hot new author you’re following on social media. Or maybe it’ll be a link you clicked on in someone’s monthly newsletter. Regardless, you’re going to fall in love.

[image: image][image: image]

THIS ISN’T ROCKET SCIENCE. Everybody at Books2Read knows that. It looks just like Amazon or Apple Books or the bestseller list at Barnes & Noble. It’s the most obvious way to organize and display a bunch of books.

But Reading Lists are special, because they’re not just any list of books. They’re your lists of books. You can make Reading Lists to track the books you’re excited about reading or the great new discounts you’re always watching for or maybe as a place to keep track of travel books for that trip you’re planning.

But you’ll also discover Reading Lists from your favorite authors, so you can see which books inspired them to tell the stories that made you fall in love. You’ll discover Reading Lists from your friends, from your favorite book bloggers, even from your favorite podcasters. You might even get a kick out of making your own!
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HOW CAN YOU GET STARTED? Sign up for an account of your own at Books2Read.com/register/signup/. Then turn the page, to learn about the technology that makes Reading Lists work.
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Book Tabs
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We’ve already talked a little bit about the magic of Reading Lists, where you can discover and share recommendations using the easy, free tools at Books2Read.com.

So how does it work? Click on any book in any Reading List, and you’ll see. Books2Read.com provides pages called Book Tabs that each give you a quick introduction to a book. Want to learn more? No problem! From any Book Tab, you can click the Get It Now button to purchase it on the bookstore of your choice.

[image: Book Tab for Taming Fire at Books2Read.com/taming-fire/]

THAT’S IMPRESSIVE, huh? Even more impressive, you can make a Book Tab of your own. No programming necessary. No design experience, either. All you need is a link to a book on any major bookstore. If you got the Amazon link, it might look like this:

[image: https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07PV2VSRV/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i3]

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO is paste that link into the Link Tools at Books2Read (we’ll talk about that in a minute), and you’ll get out a link that looks like this:

[image: books2read.com/u/mvvy1J]

AND THAT LINK automatically gets a Book Tab. If you use the same Amazon link, you should get a Book Tab that looks just like that one. If you use a link to a different book, you’ll get a Book Tab customized to that book.
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