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About the Author
A Note to Parents or Educators

This is Book 2 in my Fairy Tale Sequels series. It includes a retelling of a classic fable or folk tale of “The Three Little Pigs” as well as my original sequel followed by activities you can engage in, references and a list of children’s books and related media. 

This series was inspired decades ago when I would tell a fairy tale or a fable to my firstborn son Scott, who was then three years old, and he would not want the story to end. I found myself making up sequels to each of the classic stories, and those sequels seem to provide as much enjoyment for Scott as the original tales.

This book is set up so that if you, or the child you are reading the classic fairy tale or fable to, and the sequel, want to make up your own sequel, you are encouraged to do so in Part 3 of this book. If you find yourself creating a sequel with your child, you could consider even tape recording it with your smartphone or a tape recorder, writing it down when you can get to it.

Some parents, educators, or even children will be comfortable about creating an original sequel. That’s just fine. Go by your lead on this as well as your child’s lead. You may encourage this type of activity by asking questions like, “How would you continue this story?” or “What new adventures might you put the three pigs into?” or “Does the wolf return?”

If a child declines creating his or her own original sequel, hopefully this book will still become a welcome addition to his or her personal library. Also, you might find, in time, a child (or you) become more comfortable creating your own sequel or children, in a classroom or even at a book event at a library, may be more motivated to share a sequel or two. Make sure you emphasize that there is no right or wrong sequel. All versions are welcome.

Book 2 – What’s Ahead

Part 1 is an introduction intended for parents, educators, or librarians who might be putting together a “The Three Little Pigs” reading event to read by way of background to this famous tale.

Of special interest to parents, educators, and librarians may be the summary of the 1989 controversial retelling by Jon Scieszka, The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs! which went on to sell more than 3 million copies globally. As discussed in Part 1, Scieszka depicts the wolf as a victim rather than the perpetrator. According to this version of the tale, the wolf was only going over to his neighbor pig’s house to borrow a cup of sugar when he sneezes and because of that, the first pig’s flimsy house is blown down, killing the pig. Since the pig accidentally died, in Scieszka’s version of the tale, the wolf figures he might as well eat the pig rather than let the pig go to waste.

This version even led to an intriguing discussion by Sara Rowley which was edited by The Janet Prindle Institute for Ethics. It is entitled “Guidelines for Philosophical Discussion, The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka,” and it is posted online at the Prindle Institute for Ethics in 2020. In that analysis, the plot of Scieszka’s version of the classic fable is used to make a comparison to what happens when someone is wrongly accused of a crime that was really an accident.

Part 1 also discusses what I see as the strengths of “The Three Little Pigs” including the famous repeated lines, “Not by the hair on my chinny chin chin!” and the wolf’s repeated response, “Then I’ll huff, and I’ll puff, and I’ll blow your house in.”
There is also a discussion of the messages in several of the classic versions of the tale.
Parts 2 and 3 are for children of all ages, consisting of the retelling of the classic fable, followed by this author’s sequel.

Part 4 is Activities and More including references. The activities may be completed by children, but teens and adults may find the activities fun to do with the questions that are posed entertaining to answer.

References are divided into two parts. The first part is for works cited in this book and further references. The second is a list of additional children’s books and related media listings including several versions of “The Three Little Pigs.”

Thanks for reading Fairy Tale Sequels, Book 2, “The Three Little Pigs.” I hope you find it informative and entertaining. 

Jan Yager, Ph.D.

https://www.drjanyager.com  
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