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			Dedication

			
		
    It is highly probable that the anonymous author of the Book of Esther was a Jew with an intimate knowledge of the Persian court. The meticulous descriptions of court life, customs, and events indicate that the author was a direct observer. Given his favorable outlook toward the Jews, it is believed that he wrote for those who had returned to Judah under Zerubbabel. Although some suggest that Mordecai may have been the author, the praise for him in the text suggests that it was probably someone else, perhaps a younger contemporary.
The book is named after the "star" of the story, a young Jewish girl named Hadassah, who was separated from her guardian, Mordecai, and forced to compete for the king's affection. This unusual contestant in a beauty pageant was crowned queen of Persia and her name was changed to Esther, meaning "star."
The events narrated in the book of Esther took place between 483 and 473 B.C., in the first half of the reign of Xerxes I, who chose Esther as his queen. (These events are placed between chapters 6 and 7 of the book of Ezra). At that time, the first group of Jews who had returned to Judah were fighting to reinstate temple worship in Jerusalem, in accordance with Mosaic law. However, Esther and Mordecai, along with many other Jews, chose not to return to Judah. They were content to remain in Susa, the capital of Persia, the setting of the story.The book was written no earlier than 470 B.C. and probably no later than 424 B.C., at the time of the reign of Artaxerxes, son of Xerxes.Esther is the only book in the Bible that does not mention the name of God. However, this does not mean that God is absent. His presence permeates the entire story, evidencing that He acts in the background, orchestrating the "coincidences" and events to fulfill His purpose.
Like the book of Ruth, this text stands out as one of the most skillfully composed in the Bible. Using eight festivals to systematically develop and unravel the suspense, the author structured the narrative in chiasmatic form: a literary technique where the final events mirror the initial ones, but in reverse sequence. The first recipients of this story would have identified the key events and understood the progressive build-up of tension.
Haman, the king's wicked second-in-command, was descended from Agag, monarch of the Amalekites, ancient enemies of God's people whom King Saul failed to completely eliminate (see Numbers 24:7; 1 Samuel 15:8). Haman manipulated his allies to cast lots, known as Purim, to set the date on which the Jews were to be annihilated (Esther 3:7-9). The Festival of Purim, still celebrated by Jews today, commemorates the saving of the Jews from Haman's plot (Esther 9:24-32).
While one of the central purposes of the book of Esther is to narrate the origins of the Festival of Purim, an even deeper theme shines through the story. God's sovereignty and loyalty are manifest in every part of the plot. The book of Esther teaches us that nothing happens by chance. Divine sovereignty is perfectly encapsulated in Mordecai's words to Esther: "And who knows whether you have not come to the position of queen for such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14).
At times when all seemed lost for Esther and Mordecai, when the king decreed disgrace for his people, and evil seemed to prevail, God was at work. His hand moved in the dark times (when Esther was taken to the harem, according to Esther 2:1-6), in the loyalty of her obedience (when Esther risked her life before the king in Esther 5:1-3), and in her triumphs (when Esther unmasked Haman's conspiracy and the Jews defeated their adversaries in Esther 7-9). The message is clear: God reigns sovereign, even when life seems meaningless.
God is also a great promise keeper. Mordecai told Esther, "If you keep silent at such a time as this, relief and deliverance for the Jews will come from another place, but you and your family will perish" (Esther 4:14). Mordecai's words demonstrate his confidence that God would respect His everlasting covenant with Abraham and David.
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We begin today our study of the book of Esther, in the Old Testament and we have to admit that it is a book out of the ordinary, in the sense that the name of God is not mentioned even once in the whole book. There is no mention of God's name in all its pages. There is not even a divine title or pronoun referring to God. Yet the pagan king is mentioned about 192 times. This book of Esther is also not mentioned in the New Testament; there is not even an occasional reference to the book in the pages of the New Testament. But there is mention in the Book of Esther of pagan superstitions and lucky days. We are introduced to a pagan court, and to a great monarch who held sway over the entire known world of that time. This makes this Book, as we have said, something out of the ordinary.

Another thing that makes this book different is that it has a woman's name. Actually there are only two books in the Bible that have a woman's name, the books of Ruth and the book of Esther are the books that have a woman's name in the Bible. The Book of Ruth can be called "The Romance of Redemption", while the Book of Esther is "The Romance of Providence". Redemption is a romance, it is a love story. For we "love him, because he first loved us; and he gave himself for us", because he loved us.

Now, the book of Esther is "The Romance of Providence", and that is the way God directs this material universe in which we live. We are going to see in a few moments something about that word "providence".

In the book of Deuteronomy, in chapter 31, before God let the people of Israel enter the Promised Land, He outlined their history. He told them about the captivity in Babylon, and He also spoke of the captivity under the Roman Empire. He said that the Roman Empire would destroy the city of Jerusalem, and that the people would be taken captive. And it actually happened that way. In Deuteronomy, chapter 31, verse 18, God said the following: "But I will surely hide my face in that day, because of all the evil that they shall have done, because they have turned to other gods".

In the book of Esther, He has hidden His face from His people. But we can say that "God is in the shadows, watching over those who belong to Him". Therefore, the book of Esther gives us an account of a people who were living outside of God's will.

When King Cyrus decreed after seventy years of captivity in Babylon that the people could return to their own land, not all of them returned. Only about sixty thousand did. And we have that information in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah; and in the prophetic books of Haggai and Zechariah. These four books give us the information of those who returned.

But what can we say about that great majority that did not return to earth? We have the same situation today. We speak today of the nation of Israel. Well, there are only two or three million who have returned to their homeland, but there are about sixteen million who are scattered throughout the rest of the world. So the vast majority are not back in their own land. That is something that, we think, is very obvious, and we use it only as a parallel to illustrate what happened in ancient times. It means, then, that at that time several million Israelites did not return to their land after the decree of King Cyrus. They should have done so because God had commanded them to return. Consequently, they were outside the will of God.

We ask ourselves the question: do we have information somewhere, of the large number of people of the Jews who did not return to their land? And the answer is yes. We have it here in this book of Esther. It is recorded here in this Book. In other words, we have here a page of her story, maybe a little bit of information about that experience, and a little bit of evidence of her extensive history. So, this little Book of Esther becomes very important for that reason.

But in this we see God from a new perspective. Even though they did not agree with His will, we see how God directed them. And how did He do that? Through His providence.

Now, we then ask ourselves another question: What can we say about the providence of God? What is providence? Well, all the doctrines that we have today, we believe, are taught in certain Books of the Old Testament.

We have redemption, which was taught in the Book of Exodus. We have the theme of love in redemption, taught in the Book of Ruth. Repentance is taught in the Book of Job. And resurrection was expounded in the Book of Jonah. So it is that great doctrines of our Christian faith were taught in some books of the Old Testament.

Now, in the book of Esther the work of providence is illustrated for us. This simply means the following: These people were in a strange land, outside the will of God. They had not obeyed God's orders, because God's orders were for them to return to the land of Israel. But, they stayed, disobeyed, forgot God, and lived away from Him. They had no communication with Him, that is, they did not pray, they did not call upon Him in times of affliction.

When they came captive to Babylon they said, "How can we sing songs to God in a strange land?" They could not do it. They sat and wept when they remembered Zion. But later they forgot Zion; in fact, their city was destroyed, in ruins, and they did not want to return to that place. They had made a covenant at the beginning including the following statement: "My tongue shall cleave to my palate, if I will not remember you; if I will not exalt Jerusalem as the preferable matter of my joy". But they forgot their promises and their tongue was silent in this Book. They were not praising God and they were not addressing Him in prayer. This situation makes this Book of Esther a very different work.

But what can we say about God? Well, He had not forgotten them. But how could God lead them if they had rejected Him? Well, God did it through His providence. And this book of Esther teaches us about God's providence. Now, what is providence? Let us Dear Reader, if we are a little theological for a moment, but if you want a definition, here is a theological definition: "Providence is the means by which God directs all things: things animate and things inanimate; things visible and things unseen; the good and the bad, to a worthy purpose; which means that His will will will ultimately prevail." Or as the Psalmist said, and His kingdom rules over all. And in the New Testament, in the epistle to the Ephesians, chapter 1, verse 11, Paul said, "In him also we have inherited, being predestinated according to the purpose of him that worketh all things after the counsel of his own will." So, Dear Reader, our God is running the universe today, although some think that control of the universe has slipped from His hands. Emerson was wrong when he said, "Human facts and factors are in the saddle and they dominate mankind". Well, such factors may be dominating mankind, but they are certainly not in the saddle. God alone is in control.

There are three words on which we need to focus our attention in order to properly understand God's providence in relation to the material universe and to man in particular.

The first word is creation. We understand by creation that God by his creative order commanded this universe into existence. Do you have a better explanation? If you do, we would like to hear it.

Sometimes we feel uncomfortable listening to some who consider themselves scientists but who, in reality, are not experts in the field of science and speak with authority about how evolution formed the human being. And we would like to know, where did the primitive matter from which life evolved into man come from? When did the earth begin? Did it come from nothing? And don't tell us that it always existed, then, we have an infinite universe. And if so, it takes someone who is infinite to be able to control things. And so, we are faced with a dilemma. We really have only two explanations for this universe. One is speculation; this would include evolution, but before evolution came along, there were other theories about the existence of the universe. They have all been disproved and superseded, and we think that evolution will have the same fate. The second explanation is revelation. The only way by which you and I, Dear Reader, as believers, can understand how this universe was formed is by faith. We understand that God created this universe in which we live, and the only way we can know this is through revelation: Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Either one believes in creation or in speculation. There is no third explanation of the universe.

The second word is preservation. That is a tremendous word. It means that it is by God's preservation that the universe is held together. In the letter to the Hebrews, chapter 1, verse 3, we are told that He sustains all things by His powerful word. And as Paul said in his letter to the Colossians, chapter 1, and verse 17: "And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together." What is it that holds this whole universe together? What is it that makes it work like clockwork, so that mankind can send people and capsules into space, to another planet, and determine exactly where that planet will be? One can say it's fantastic, it's extraordinary that man can do that. What is really fantastic is that we have a universe that works today as a perfectly synchronized mechanism. Who is controlling it? Well, the Lord Jesus Christ is the one who is doing it. He is the one who sustains all things with His powerful word.

The third word is providence, and that is the word that we are going to study in this little book of Esther. Now, providence is the way, the manner in which God is directing this universe. He is directing it into tomorrow; He is propelling it into the future by His providence. Now, providence means to provide: God will provide. Recall from Genesis 22:7 and 8, what Abraham said on Mount Moriah when Isaac his son asked him, "Here is the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham replied, "God will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." Well, God would provide a Lamb two thousand years later, on that same mountain ridge that would pass by Jerusalem. On Mount Golgotha, the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified. He was the Lamb that God provided. As John the Baptist said in the account in John 1:29, He was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. So we can prove that God provides.

Now, providence means "the hand of God is behind human events". It means that God, when he is not, so to speak, behind the wheel of the car, is giving instructions from the back seat. He is like the coach or manager of a team, who indicates what is to be done from the dugout at the side of the playing field. He is the invisible rudder of the ship of state. God is like the pilot during the night watch. As someone has said, "He makes the big doors turn on little hinges." God joined the cry of a baby and the heart of a woman in the river Nile, when Pharaoh's daughter went to bathe there. The Lord gave the child Moses a slight pinch, and he began to cry. The cries reached the heart of the princess. This woman went to see what was happening, took the child in her arms, and this child was used by God to change the destiny of his people. This was providence. This was the hand of God at work.

The book of Esther will provide us with the greatest illustrations of God's providence. That is why even though her name is never mentioned, we will see His providence on every page of this little book.

There is some uncertainty as to the author. From the passage of 9:29, it could be deduced that it was Mordecai.

The key verse, is found in 4:14, which reads as follows, "For if you keep absolutely silent at this time, respite and deliverance will come from somewhere else for the Jews; but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether by such an occasion as this you will have become queen?"

The following is an outline that simply includes a general title for each chapter, and gives us a general idea of the narrative movement and the drama with which the action unfolds.

1. The woman who refused to obey her husband, chapter 1.
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