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Jace sat at a desk in the back of the room, tapping his pencil absently. He looked up and watched as a few more kids filed in. Each gave a brief glance to the three kids standing at the front of the class where a teacher would normally be. He squirmed, feeling like a fish out of water. 

Outside of two years at pre-school, Jace had been homeschooled along with his younger twin brothers since Kindergarten. Sure, he’d been in some social co-ops, on field trips with other homeschool families, and was generally used to striking up a conversation with anyone, but he’d never had regular classes in an actual classroom. 

This wasn’t Jace’s first time in a classroom, but it was his first time for an actual class - club really. He didn’t recognize anybody and looked at the clock to see if there was still time to leave. Jace had let his neighbor Marcus talk him into coming. He was one of the three kids standing and greeting people as they entered. Jace technically did know someone in the room, and thought better of bailing on his friend by having to walk past him to exit.

A teacher wearing a sweater vest entered the room. His red hair immediately grabbed Jace’s attention before noticing that the name “Mr. Hooper” was being written on the whiteboard.

Underneath he wrote the words “The Founder’s Club”. The reason he was here. 

The Founder’s Club was the idea Casey, Quinn, and Marcus had come up with after last year’s Business Fair. A fair where kids could enter a business idea and set up a booth to sell an item to the public much like a craft fair - but exclusively for kid vendors. Jace listened as the three kids introduced themselves, explained where the idea had come from, and why they wanted to make it into a club.

“After going through the whole idea process and participating in the fair,” Marcus said, “I knew I wanted to explore other business idea options. And Casey and Quinn taught me so much along the way. We wanted to form a group where that collaboration and brainstorming could happen more often, with additional feedback, and a better support system. Ideally, each of you could go into this school year’s business fair with a fully functioning and profitable business entry!”

Marcus’s voice ticked up at the end of his sentence and he raised his right arm holding flyers discussing the fair.

Jace had been watching the other students during this introduction. Some looked tired. A few were talking amongst themselves, but he couldn’t tell if it was about the club or something else. Others were clearly focused on the conversation. Jace wondered how he appeared. 

“So how is this going to work?” Jace asked, realizing afterward he hadn’t raised his hand. Casey focused on him in the back of the room. “I mean, will there be lessons each meeting with homework? Or is this mainly a collaboration space with dedicated time to work on a project and ask questions or get feedback?”

Quinn and Casey started to answer at the same time, but then Casey took over. “We hope it can be a little of both! Each time we gather, about 15 minutes can be spent on a specific topic that can help you in the next step and consideration of your idea. But really, it’s super valuable to bounce ideas off other people, use each other as a beta test of sorts, and give us regular time to work on our ideas so they don’t get lost or forgotten in the day to day of life.

“Today’s meeting is really to figure out if we have enough interest for this to qualify as a club and get school support. Mr. Hooper is willing to be the adult representative.”

At that point she looked at Mr. Hooper, not sure what to say next. He filled in, “We’d like to meet on Tuesdays for an hour after school, with our first official meeting next week. If that interests you, please sign up on the paper near the door before leaving. Casey, Quinn, Marcus, and I will stick around to answer any further questions you might have”.

Jace thought about it. Was he actually interested? He had been interested enough that he came to the meeting. Marcus had said it was entrepreneurship related. He had explained his experience getting ready for the Kid’s Business Fair. And it would be a nice chance to spend more time with Marcus. His mom said it could count as coursework toward school, especially if he followed through with pursuing an idea and entering the business fair. He’d be getting a chance to do a self-directed topic of study. That excited him. Earning some spending money was also enticing. The club was free and didn’t conflict with anything else he wanted to do.

Jace felt himself coming to a decision. The list of pros was outweighing any cons in mind. Had he even listed any cons? He looked up again, realizing he was tapping his pencil again. About half the kids were left in the room. The three who had been talking the whole time were still at it, but definitely off topic now; their voices raised and one standing with a foot on the seat of his chair while telling a story.

Two others were standing with Quinn asking questions. Jace stood up and walked to the sign up sheet. Quinn, Casey, and Marcus had added their names at the top. Three others he didn’t recognize followed. Jace put his name below theirs. He started to walk out the door when Marcus called to him.
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“Hey, so you’re going to join?!” he asked.

“Yeah, couldn’t find a reason not to,” Jace answered lamely. Not really the answer he wanted to tell his friend, but it still felt weird being in a school. 

“Cool, cool,” Marcus said. 

They must both be feeling awkward, Jace realized.

“Well, it gives me a reason to see you more, Marcus,” Jace answered. “And, mom says I can count this as schoolwork, assuming I take it seriously”.

“Oh, knowing you, you will,” Marcus said. “This is going to be fun! I’ll see you next Tuesday then, if not before!” And he waved. Jace took that as a sign he was free to leave. Thankfully, the school was only a mile from their house, along safe roads. He unlocked his bike and headed home for dinner.

The fall weather had just arrived, and Jace’s parents had already embraced crockpot and casserole dinners. Tonight’s was a beef stew with pastry topping - a new recipe. They usually tried at least one new dish a week. Leftovers became lunch the next day, with a true hodgepodge mix for dinner the night before the weekly grocery shopping trip. Jace filled them in on the club while they ate, in between listening to stories from his brothers about their latest fort build in the living room.

After dinner, Jace wedged himself into the corner of a couch, picking up a library book from an uneven stack a foot high. Normally he
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