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INHERIT THE WIND was presented by Herman Shumlin, in association with Margo Jones, at the National Theatre, New York City, April 21, 1955, with the following cast:

(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)



	MELINDA
	Mary Kevin Kelly



	HOWARD
	Eric Berne



	RACHEL BROWN
	Bethel Leslie



	MEEKER
	Robert P. Lieb



	BERTRAM CATES
	Karl Light



	MR. GOODFELLOW
	Salem Ludwig



	MRS. KREBS
	Sara Floyd



	REV. JEREMIAH BROWN
	Staats Cotsworth



	CORKIN
	Fred Herrick



	BOLLINGER
	Donald Elson



	PLATT
	Fred Miller



	MR. BANNISTER
	Charles Thompson



	MRS. LOOMIS
	Rita Newton



	HOT DOG MAN
	Howard Caine



	MRS. MCCLAIN
	Margherita Sargent



	MRS. BLAIR
	Ruth Newton



	ELIJAH
	Charles Brin



	E. K. HORNBECK
	Tony Randall



	HURDY GURDY MAN
	Harry Shaw



	TIMMY
	Jack Banning



	MAYOR
	James Maloney



	MATTHEW HARRISON BRADY
	Ed Begley



	MRS. BRADY
	Muriel Kirkland



	TOM DAVENPORT
	William Darrid



	HENRY DRUMMOND
	Paul Muni



	JUDGE
	Louis Hector



	DUNLAP
	Fred Miller



	SILLERS
	Fred Herrick



	REUTER’S MAN
	Edmund Williams



	HARRY Y. ESTERBROOK
	Perry Fiske








Townspeople, hawkers, reporters, jurors, spectators, played by: Lou Adelman, Joseph Brownstone, Clifford Carpenter, Michael Constantine, Michael Del Medico, James Greene, Ruth Hope, Sally Jessup, Julie Knox, Patricia Larson, Michael Lewin, Evelyn Mando, Sarah Meade, Gian Pace, Richard Poston, Jack Riano, Gordon Russell, Carroll Saint, Robert Shannon, Maurice Shrog.

Directed by Herman Shumlin

Settings by Peter Larkin

Lighting by Feder

Costumes by Ruth Morley

Assistant Director: Terese Hayden

INHERIT THE WIND was first presented at the Dallas Theatre ’55 on January 10, 1955. The cast included Edward Cullen, J. Frank Lucas, James Field, Louise Latham, Harry Bergman, Kathleen Phelan, Gilbert Milton, Edwin Whitner, Joe Walker, Michael Dolan, Dolores Walker, John Maddox, Sadie French, Sam Brunstein, Tommy Wright, Joe Parker, Joan Breymer, Harriet Slaughter, Eddie Gale, Morgan Wilson, Charlie West and Fred Hoskins. Margo Jones directed.





INHERIT THE WIND is presented by Doug Hughes at the Lyceum Theater, New York City, April 12, 2007, with the following cast:

 



	HENRY DRUMMOND
	CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER



	MATTHEW HARRISON BRADY
	BRIAN DENNEHY



	E. K. HORNBECK
	DENIS O’HARE



	MRS. BRADY
	BETH FOWLER



	RACHEL BROWN
	MAGGIE LACEY



	BERTRAM CATES
	BENJAMIN WALKER



	REV JEREMIAH BROWN
	BYRON JENNINGS



	HOWARD
	CONOR DONOVAN



	TOM DAVENPORT (Hornbeck cover)
	JORDAN LAGE



	JUDGE
	TERRY BEAVER



	MAYOR (Brady cover)
	JEFF STEITZER



	MEEKER
	SCOTT SOWERS



	MR. BANNISTER
	BILL BUELL



	MELINDA
	AMANDA SPRECHER



	DUNLAP
	JAY PATTERSON



	SILLERS
	ANDREW WEEMS



	MR. GOODFELLOW
	HENRY STRAM



	MRS. KREBS
	CHARLOTTE MAIER



	MRS. BLAIR (Woman at Prayer meeting cover)
	PIPPA PEARTHREE



	VENDOR (Meeker/Mr. Goodfellow cover)
	BILL CHRIST



	ELIJAH
	LANNY FLAHERTY



	HARRY Y. ESTERBROOK/REUTER’S MAN (Bertram Cates /Photographer cover)
	ERIK STEELE



	MONKEY MAN/KELLER
	KEVIN LOOMIS



	TIMMY (Howard/Melinda cover)
	MATTHEW NARDOZZI



	MRS. LOOMIS (Rachel cover)
	ANNE BOWLES



	TOWNSPERSON/CHURCH GOSPEL QUARTET
	DAVID M. LUTKEN



	TOWNSPERSON/CHURCH GOSPEL QUARTET
	CARSON CHURCH



	TOWNSPERSON/CHURCH GOSPEL QUARTET
	MARY KATE LAW



	TOWNSPERSON/CHURCH GOSPEL QUARTET
	KATIE KLAUS



	TOWNSPERSON/AARONSON (Henry Drummond/Monkey Man covers)
	SHERMAN HOWARD



	TOWNSPERSON/PHOTOGRAPHER (Harry Y. Esterbrook/Tom Davenport/Vendor covers)
	PHILIP LESTRANGE



	TOWNSPERSON (Elijah/Sillers/Dunlap covers)
	KIT FLANAGAN



	TOWNSPERSON (Judge/Mayor/Mr. Bannister covers)
	RANDALL NEWSOME



	TOWNSPERSON (Mrs. Brady/Mrs. Krebs/Mrs. Blair cover)
	STEVE BRADY








Time: Summer. Not too long ago.

Place: A small town.





Inherit the Wind is not history. The events which took place in Dayton, Tennessee, during the scorching July of 1925 are clearly the genesis of this play. It has, however, an exodus entirely its own.

Only a handful of phrases have been taken from the actual transcript of the famous Scopes Trial. Some of the characters of the play are related to the colorful figures in that battle of giants; but they have life and language of their own—and, therefore, names of their own.

The greatest reporters and historians of the century have written millions of words about the “Monkey Trial.” We are indebted to them for their brilliant reportage. And we are grateful to the late Arthur Garfield Hays, who recounted to us much of the unwritten vividness of the Dayton adventure from his own memory and experience.

The collision of Bryan and Darrow at Dayton was dramatic, but it was not a drama. Moreover, the issues of their conflict have acquired new dimension and meaning in the thirty years since they clashed at the Rhea County Courthouse. So Inherit the Wind does not pretend to be journalism. It is theatre. It is not 1925. The stage directions set the time as “Not too long ago.” It might have been yesterday. It could be tomorrow.

JEROME LAWRENCE

ROBERT E. LEE





ACT ONE


ACT ONE

SCENE I

In and around the Hillsboro Courthouse. The foreground is the actual courtroom, with jury box, judge’s bench and a scattering of trial-scarred chairs and counsel tables. The back wall of the courtroom is non-existent. On a raked level above it is the courthouse square, the Main Street and the converging streets of the town. This is not so much a literal view of Hillsboro as it is an impression of a sleepy, obscure country town about to be vigorously awakened.

It is important to the concept of the play that the town is visible always, looming there, as much on trial as the individual defendant. The crowd is equally important throughout, so that the court becomes a cock-pit, an arena, with the active spectators on all sides of it.

It is an hour after dawn on a July day that promises to be a scorcher. HOWARD, a boy of thirteen, wanders onto the courthouse lawn. He is barefoot, wearing a pair of his pa’s cut-down overalls. He carries an improvised fishing pole and a tin can. He studies the ground carefully, searching for something. A young girl’s voice calls from off-stage.

MELINDA

(Calling sweetly)

How-ard! (HOWARD, annoyed, turns and looks toward the voice. MELINDA, a healthy, pigtailed girl of twelve, skips on) Hello, Howard.

(HOWARD is disinterested, continues to search the ground.)

HOWARD

’Lo, Lindy.

MELINDA

(Making conversation)

I think it’s gonna be hotter’n yesterday. That rain last night didn’t do much good.

HOWARD

(Professionally)

It brought up the worms. (Suddenly he spots one in the lawn. Swiftly he grabs for it, and holds it up proudly) Lookit this fat one!

MELINDA

(Shivering)

How can you touch ’em? It makes me all goose-bumpy!

(HOWARD dangles it in front of her face. She backs away, shuddering.)

HOWARD

What’re yuh skeered of? You was a worm once!

MELINDA

(Shocked)

I wasn’t neither!

HOWARD

You was so! When the whole world was covered with water, there was nuthin’ but worms and blobs of jelly. And you and your whole family was worms!

MELINDA

We was not!

HOWARD

Blobs of jelly, then.

MELINDA

Howard Blair, that’s sinful talk! I’m gonna tell my pa and he’ll make you wash your mouth out with soap!

HOWARD

Ahhh, your old man’s a monkey! (MELINDA gasps. She turns indignantly and runs off. HOWARD shrugs in the manner of a man-of-the-world) ’Bye, Lindy. (He deposits the worm in his tin can, and continues looking for more. RACHEL enters. She is twenty-two, pretty, but not beautiful. She wears a cotton summer dress. She carries a small composition-paper suitcase. There is a tense, distraught air about her. She may have been crying. She looks about nervously, as if she doesn’t want to be seen. When she sees HOWARD, she hesitates; then she crosses quickly downstage into the courthouse area in the hope that the boy will not notice her. But he does see RACHEL, and watches her with puzzled curiosity. Then he spots another worm, tugs it out of the ground, and holds it up, wriggling. HOWARD addresses the worm) What do you wanta be when you grow up?

(RACHEL stands uncertainly in the courthouse area. This is strange ground to her. Unsure, she looks about.)

RACHEL

(Tentatively, calling)

Mr. Meeker…?

(After a pause, a door at stage right opens. MR. MEEKER, the bailiff, enters. There is no collar on his shirt; his hair is tousled, and there is shaving soap on his face, which he is wiping off with a towel as he enters.)

MEEKER

(A little irritably)

Who is it? (Surprised) Why, hello, Rachel. ’Scuse the way I look. (He wipes the soap out of his ear. Then he notices her suitcase) Not goin’ away, are you? Excitement’s just startin’.

RACHEL

(Earnestly)

Mr. Meeker, don’t let my father know I came here.

MEEKER

(Shrugs)

The Reverend don’t tell me his business. Don’t know why I should tell him mine.

RACHEL

I want to see Bert Cates. Is he all right?

MEEKER

Don’t know why he shouldn’t be. I always figured the safest place in the world is a jail.

RACHEL

Can I go down and see him?

MEEKER

Ain’t a very proper place for a minister’s daughter.

RACHEL

I only want to see him for a minute.

MEEKER

Sit down, Rachel. I’ll bring him up. You can talk to him right here in
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