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Book Abstract

			In Surrender is Not an Option, former ambassador to the United Nations John Bolton reveals why his efforts to defend American interests and reform the UN resulted in controversy. He also offers a plan for how the U.S. can lead the way to a more realistic global security arrangement for the 21st century and identifies the next generation of threats to America.

			Recounting both his successes and frustrations, Bolton exposes the operational inadequacies that hinder the UN’s effectiveness in international diplomacy and its bias against Israel and the United States. At home, he criticizes the pernicious bureaucratic inertia in the U.S. State Department, which can undermine presidential policy.

			



About the Author

			John Bolton was appointed Ambassador to the United Nations in 2005 and held the position for 16 months. He also served as Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and International Security Affairs from 2001 through 2004. Bolton, who is also an attorney, has spent much of his career in public service, including high-level positions in the administrations of Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. He was a nominee for the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize.

		



			Summary of Surrender is Not an Option (John Bolton)

			Introduction

			The relationship between the United States and the UN resembles the relationship between Gulliver and the Lilliputians. That is, the 191 other members on the UN invariably try to tie the United States down. Every member nation attempts to use the UN to pursue its interests, but only the United States is criticized for it.

			The UN is not only biased against the United States and Israel, but it’s also an organization in desperate need of reform. Corruption and bureaucratic inertia have made the UN more of a problem than an effective problem solver. Compounding this state of affairs, unfortunately, is the fact that career bureaucrats at the State Department believe it is more important to compromise for the sake of compromise than advocate strongly on behalf of America’s interests.

			The UN has become a forum for bashing America and Israel. The rank hypocrisy of having nations like Libya chair the Human Rights Commission (HRC) has discredited the UN in the eyes of most Americans. The United States needs strong and effective representation at the UN, but only wholesale reform will transform it into the organization it was intended to be. In particular, the United States should insist on replacing assessed contributions with voluntary contributions. Paying only for what works will do more to bring transparency and accountability to Turtle Bay (the UN).

			The United States faces a wide range of threats, particularly the proliferation of WMD, Islamofascism, an aggressive Russia, a rising China, not to mention rogue regimes like Iran and North Korea. The U.S. needs effective diplomacy to deal with these and other challenges, but it should never take the military option off the table. Unfortunately, all too often, the career bureaucrats at the State Department have undermined the president’s foreign policy. This is particularly true when a Republican has been in the White House.

			Leftist attacks against the Bush administration have taken their toll and Bush’s foreign policy is in a free fall. The High Minded (liberals) sense victory in 2008. But win or lose, conservatives need to stick to their principles. “Surrender is not an option.”

			



Early Years

			On Election Day in 1964, John Bolton found himself at the local Barry Goldwater for President headquarters in Cantonsville, Maryland. Many conservatives believed that the Arizona senator might pull off an upset. Instead, Democrat Lyndon Baines Johnson was reelected in a landslide. As one Republican summed up the electoral drubbing, “As the sun sets in the West, the Republican star will rise.”

			Bolton was convinced Goldwater was right on the issues. He admired the senator’s candor, libertarian philosophy, and his anti-Communism. Media and academic elites had systematically distorted Goldwater’s views, but Bolton was not about to join the Leftist herd that dominated the campuses at that time. Bolton was convinced that the conservative principles Goldwater espoused were worth fighting for. “Surrender,” he knew, “was not an option.”

			Bolton grew up the son of a Baltimore fireman and a stay-at-home mom. Neither had graduated high school and the Great Depression and WWII had steeled them both. Like most of their generation, they were the kind of parents who were determined that their children would do better than they had. Bolton’s father held down two jobs to support the family, while John excelled well enough academically to earn a scholarship at a prestigious private “semi-military” school.

			By the time John Bolton entered Yale in 1966, anti-Vietnam War sentiment was on the rise around the country. Bolton, however, was dismayed by the way many of his activist classmates, most of them from privileged backgrounds, created an anarchic environment on campus with their protests against the establishment. Bolton’s father was a working class union member, but he never believed public servants had a right to jeopardize public safety by striking. And John Bolton didn’t much care for students going on strike either.

			The politicization of campus life struck Bolton as America’s version of China’s “cultural revolution.” The idea of a “liberal education” was supposed to connote the free and open search for knowledge. The so-called “liberals” that dominated Yale, however, were anything but open-minded and tolerant; they heckled speakers they disagreed with and generally stifled academic freedom through intellectual conformity and even physical coercion.

			Bolton joined the Maryland National Guard. This decision was part of a cold calculation that the Vietnam War was lost and he wasn’t about to get himself killed in a futile struggle. “Looking back,” Bolton says, “I am not terribly proud of this calculation, but my WWII veteran father, who still risked his life daily for his fellow citizens as a firefighter, approved of it, and that was good enough for me.”

			



The Reagan Revolution

			Reagan’s landslide win in 1980 was exhilarating for conservatives. After all, Reagan’s Revolution incorporated, at its core, many of Goldwater’s ideas that once been scorned and derided (particularly anti-communism, tax cuts to shrink the federal government, and deregulation).

			James Baker, Reagan’s chief-of staff, encouraged Bolton to join the White House staff, which he did. From Baker, Bolton learned one of the soundest bits of political advice: Always keep your eyes on the prize.

			



Bush 41

			Reagan’s successor, George H. W. Bush, appointed James Baker as his Secretary of State. Bolton followed Baker to the State Department and learned a great deal of bureaucratic skills from his mentor, especially the lesson that it was better to yield on process issues but hold the line on substantive matters. For instance, Bolton learned he could invariably confound the bureaucracy by giving bureaucrats the perks they craved (whose name appeared first on a memo, for example) while single-mindedly and steadfastly defining success as implementation of the president’s policies. Bolton describes his approach here as akin to “buying Manhattan for beads and shells.”

			All too often, however, the federal bureaucracy has a different agenda from the president’s. But as far as Bolton is concerned, the president is the “guy who got elected,” and it is the job of the bureaucracy to get on board and carry out his policies.

			Many of the High Minded (i.e., liberals) who work at the State Department and represent the United States at the UN are more concerned and sensitive to international concerns and norms than they are to U.S. interests. This attitude needs to change; other countries at the UN are not shy about zealously pursuing their interests, or about using the forum to bash, marginalize, and embarrass the United States and Israel.

			The UN is not functioning as it was intended to; it has become more of a debating society rather than an effective problem-solving organization. Only sweeping changes can save the organization from irrelevance. Too often, for instance, the UN is nothing more than a forum for blaming Israel for every imaginable problem in the Middle East. Indeed, the 1975 General Assembly Resolution (3379) equating Zionism with racism was nothing more than a shameful effort to de-legitimize Israel, which happens to be the only democracy in the Middle East. In fact, what the odious resolution did was discredit the UN in the eyes of most Americans. The anti-Israeli bias did not disappear when the resolution was finally repealed on December 16th 1991, but the demise of the Zionism equals racism resolution was a very satisfying moment for Bolton.

			Another problem with the UN is that the world that existed when the organization was created no longer exists. France and Britain, for instance, are still permanent members of the Security Council, though clearly their influence and role in world affairs has shrunk since WWII. Concomitantly, because of its enormous economic influence, Japan believes it should be a permanent member of the Security Council, a decision the United States has endorsed since the Nixon administration. Bolton believes Japan has a strong case here. However, it is a legitimate concern that adding more permanent members would hamper decision-making capability. Changing the status quo at the UN, even when change makes eminent sense, is almost always next to impossible.

			



Exile and Return

			During the Clinton administration, Bolton joined the American Enterprise Institute and wrote and lectured on many foreign policy issues, particularly what he believed was the foolishness of signing on to the International Criminal Court (ICC), which he argued conflicted with American sovereignty. In 2000, however, Bolton went to work for the Bush administration, first as Undersecretary for Arms Control and later as the permanent U.S. Representative to the UN.
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