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This work is dedicated to my friends, the Ömers, Murats, Hasans, Hüseyins, Ahmets, Mehmets, Mustafas, and Levents, whose love and joy have given me strength;

to those who, through what they left behind and kept alive, gave me a voice;

and to my family and my wife.
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THE TRUE UNITY OF A poetry collection does not arise merely from gathering poems beneath the same cover. Its deeper unity begins when texts written at different moments, across different stages of a life, start answering the same essential question years later.

Yes, I Do Care is a book shaped by such an inner bond.

Some of the poems in this volume reach back to the poet’s youth, while others belong to later years marked by heavier experience. Between them lie changing cities, altered circumstances, personal fractures, social upheavals, and an ever-deepening reckoning with what it means to remain human. Yet beneath all these layers of time, one sensibility remains constant: a refusal to become indifferent to human suffering, an effort not to remain silent before injustice, and the conviction that language is not ornament, but a form of witness.

For this reason, Yes, I Do Care is not simply a selection of earlier poems republished. It is the result of a long poetic journey being reconsidered through the literary awareness of the present, then refined, deepened, and brought into a new internal coherence.

The living core of the earlier poems has been preserved. At the same time, expressions worn by time, overly explanatory passages, and the untampered intensity of youth have been reconsidered. Some poems have expanded, some have been distilled, and some have been given an almost entirely new structure. In this way, the voice of the past has not been erased, but allowed to speak again through the experience of the present.

...

The first section, The Heart That Bears Witness, opens poetry toward the outer world.

The opening poem, “Yes, I Do Care!”, also declares the fundamental stance of the book. This statement is neither a passing emotion nor compassion displayed from a safe distance. Here, to care means accepting the responsibility that comes with seeing. It means being unable to remove suffering entirely from one’s own life after having witnessed it; it means allowing injustice, loneliness, loss, and the harm human beings inflict upon one another to become matters of personal conscience.

Throughout this section, poetry becomes at times a record, at times a complaint, and at times the voice of a human truth that cannot be contained within official documentation. In poems such as “I Kept Writing...”, “You Are Witnesses”, “My Words”, and “I Bring My Complaint”, writing is not merely an act of personal expression. It becomes a way of resisting forgetfulness, imposed forgetting, and the cold language that reduces a human being to a name or a file number.

In “A Known Description”, the poems search for the real human face beneath labels, accusations, and judgments. In “Off the Record”, they reveal how the most important details of a life often remain absent from official accounts. A person’s fear, sleeplessness, wounded dignity, unfinished sentence, or silently carried grief may never enter the record. Poetry assumes responsibility precisely for this unseen realm.

With “The Sleep of a Witness” and “The Ledger
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