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The patent for the Acme Club Skate, granted to John Forbes of Halifax, Nova Scotia, on February 17, 1872. Courtesy of the Canadian Intellectual Property Office.








INTRODUCTION

Letters Patent are granted to applicants for bringing into use new trades or new manufactures, for presenting new knowledge to the public, and for promoting the progress of science and useful arts. During the period covered by Great Maritime Inventions, 1833-1950, the two basic requirements for a patented invention were utility and novelty. (Inventiveness is a third requirement under modern patent law.) Concerning the element of utility, the invention had to be useful, to work as expected, and to produce the promised results. A model of the invention was often required to demonstrate utility. To meet the requirement of novelty, the invention must not have been known or used by others, in the province or in any other country, prior to its discovery.

Before Confederation, each province had its own patent system, modelled on the systems used in the United States and Great Britain. The following extract from the Revised Statutes of Nova Scotia, Chapter 120, entitled “Of Patents for Useful Inventions,” dated 1833, outlines that province’s first patent system:

Whenever any person resident in the Province, and who shall have resided therein for the period of one year, or any British subject who shall have been an inhabitant of Canada, New Brunswick, Prince Edward’s Island, or Newfoundland, for the space of one year previous to his application, shall apply to the Governor, alleging that he has discovered any new and useful art, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereon, not heretofore known or used, and pray that a patent may be granted to him for the same, the Governor may direct Letters Patent to be issued, reciting therein the allegations of such petition, and giving a short description of such invention, and shall thereupon grant to the person so applying for the same and his representatives, for a term not exceeding fourteen years, the exclusive right of making, using, and vending the same to others, which Letters Patent shall be good and available to the grantee, and shall be recorded in the Secretary’s Office, in a book for that purpose, and shall then be delivered to the patentee.

The 1833 statutes also stipulated: “Before any person shall obtain any Letters Patent, he shall make oath in writing that he verily believes that he is the true inventor or discoverer of the art, machine, or composition of matter, or improvement, for which he solicits Letters Patent, and that such invention or discovery has not been known in this province or any other country, which oath shall be delivered in with the petition for such Letters Patent.”

A similar patent system was established in New Brunswick in 1834 and in Prince Edward Island in 1837. The patent systems of all three provinces were transferred to what is now the Canadian Intellectual Property Office in Hull shortly after Confederation, between 1869 and 1874.

The novelty or originality of the inventions described in Great Maritime Inventions is reasonably dependable. Each patent is either the first of its kind on record or the claims in it are so broad that the intellectual property protection afforded by the patent encompasses every possible precursor. The uniqueness of each invention is accepted based on the applicant’s signed declaration of absolute novelty and on the knowledge and literature available to the examiners at the patent office at the time of the application.

Although great care has been taken to ensure that each invention is in fact a pioneer, it may be possible using modern information technologies to demonstrate that this or that invention was perhaps not quite the first of its kind in the world. On the other hand, it may also be possible to demonstrate that each alleged prior inventor had kept his invention as a trade secret, had disclosed it only to a select few under a confidentiality agreement, or simply did not file a patent application for it. Earlier inventions that are outside the patent system were also outside the scope of this book.

Under patent law, a patent is granted to an inventor who is willing to share his knowledge with the public. Each patent listed here went through a thorough examination by experts at the patent office. On the invention date, each invention was found to present new knowledge to the public and was seen as an important step forward in the evolution of science and the useful arts. Therefore, I considered the integrity of the patent office sufficient to support my claims of novelty.

Not all inventions are spectacular
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Great Maritime ideas that changed the world

Who could have imagined it — the scuba tank, the folding
ironing board, the dump truck, and the variable-pitch airplane

propellor were all invented in the Maritimes. Yes, it’s true. Items
as commonplace as the rotary ventilator, backup

lights for cars, and the key-opening food

can were all developed here.

From the opening of regional patent offices
in 1833 until 1950, more than 3,300 patents
were granted to clever residents of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island. Great Maritime
Inventions showcases the best of these
innovations.

Patent agent Mario Theriault presents
descriptions and drawings of fifty-five
inventions that attest to the ingenuity of
Maritimers. Experts at the patent office
judged each one to work as expected and to
be the first of its kind in the world. Many of
the inventions marked significant advances
in science and the useful arts, while others
changed the course of technology. Some —
two-piece long underwear, kerosene, the
vortex-flushing toilet bowl — still enhance
our lives today.
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