


Afterlives



A relived life I wish for.


—Isaac Stephens




Jn alphabetical order…


John and Abigail Adams moved into the President’s House in Philadelphia one month after they welcomed home the Algiers captives in 1797. John succeeded George Washington and, in 1800, became the first president to occupy the White House. He built the US Navy. Abigail died in 1818, leaving a historical treasure trove of wise and perceptive letters. She shares with Barbara Bush the distinction of being the wife of one US president and the mother of another (in her case, John Quincy Adams, 1825–1829). John Adams died, aged ninety, in 1826.


Joel Barlow stayed in Algiers until July 1797 and hated every minute of it. Upon leaving, a surly Barlow said that he was handing all of Barbary back to the devil. He helped draft the peace treaty for Tripoli, including its controversial clause stating that the US government was “not in any sense founded on the Christian religion.” After reuniting with his wife in Paris, he returned to America where he worked on his enormous epic poem The Columbiad. However, he is best known today for his lighthearted early poem The Hasty Pudding, which appears in many school poetry textbooks. A town in Ohio bears his surname.


Interesting fact: According to one biographer, this man who helped to liberate more than seven dozen captives from Algiers returned to America—and bought a Black couple to serve as his personal slaves in his Washington household. (He later sold them for $400 but stipulated in the deal that they should be freed after another six years of work.) Barlow’s death was Tolstoyan. He became caught up in the French army’s retreat from Russia and died of exposure, aged fifty-eight, in a Polish village during Christmas 1812.


Isaac Brooks, the sailor and journal keeper who was captured along with John Thomas in the ship President, went almost totally blind in Algiers as a result of “the miseries of this unparalleled servitude.” Back home in Philadelphia, he turned this challenge into an advantage by dictating his memories of life in Algiers to a ghostwriter named James Wilson Stevens. His accounts were featured in a best-selling book with the unelectrifying title An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers. Stevens paid tribute to Brooks as “a gentleman of veracity and intelligence.” The book was dedicated to Joel Barlow.


James Cathcart lived to seventy-six. His near half-century of life post-Algiers must be reserved for another book, but here’s a quick gallop through it.


His tenure as a consul in Tripoli ended abruptly in 1801 when the pasha had the flagstaff at the US consulate chopped down in a declaration of war. The conflict that later became known as the First Barbary War lasted until 1805 and established the reputation of the new American navy—as celebrated in the phrase “the shores of Tripoli” in the “Marines’ Hymn.” After a US naval blockade of Tripoli proved unsuccessful, Cathcart helped concoct a plan to provoke a regime change. A force of four hundred men under General William Eaton marched across five hundred miles of desert and were about to move toward the capital when a peace deal was brokered. Cathcart went on to serve as US consul in Leghorn, Madeira, and later Cadiz before taking domestic positions.


It would be nice to report that he lived happily ever after, but he was as damaged as one might expect of a man who had been subjected to severe physical and psychological torture during nearly eleven years of traumatic captivity. Crippled by rheumatism in limbs that had been distorted by systematic beatings and hard labor, he became increasingly crabbed and querulous. Jobless in his fifties, he was forced to write humiliating letters to his government seeking employment. He married and raised a family of twelve children—born in different places around the world—whom he described as “my wandering tribe of Africans, Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese and Americans.”


He died on October 6, 1843. It was only after his death that the government finally agreed to pay $30,000 to his family in compensation for the huge personal expense he’d incurred in saving the peace with Algiers.


John Foss, the American hostage and indefatigable diarist, took a very long time getting home. When most of his freed countrymen headed directly home from Marseilles, Foss volunteered as first mate on a trading mission in the Mediterranean, along with a captain and fourteen crewmen who were all former US captives from Algiers. Staying with the same ship, La Fortune, they sailed to Bona, near Algiers, to pick up a cargo of wheat to bring back to Marseilles. But near the coast of France, they were captured by two British ships, taken to Elba, and given the choice of either joining the Royal Navy or being left stranded. A few crewmen agreed to join the navy but Foss and the others—abandoned in Elba without money or clothes—refused and had to beg a passage back to Leghorn on another ship.


After much shuttling around the Mediterranean, he finally secured a ticket on a passenger ship to Philadelphia. On the way he was captured again, three times, by Spanish and French privateers and once again by the Royal Navy. On each occasion he was set free.


Foss hadn’t even cleared the Mediterranean when he was captured for a fifth time near Gibraltar, again by privateers from Spain. By this time Foss was growing antsy, and he lashed out with a sword, wounding one of his attackers on the arm. He was chained up and thrown into a dungeon in Ceuta in Spanish North Africa.


Once he was freed and headed for America, his troubles didn’t end. A Spanish privateer attacked his homebound ship in the open Atlantic and stripped it of almost all its provisions before setting it loose. The men subsisted for forty days on a starvation ration of less than one biscuit a day until they were lucky enough to encounter an American ship and obtain food and water. Foss finally arrived in Philadelphia in April, promptly fell ill, and did not arrive home in Newburyport until late August—more than a year after leaving Algiers. He was one of only four survivors of the brig Polly.


John Foss had written his diary in Algiers in an attempt to take his mind off the daily drudgery of his life as a captive. He thought no one would ever read it, but when it was published in two editions in 1798, it became an instant success and was the forerunner of a series of similar “captivity narratives.” It remains a valuable resource for historians of this period.


Hassan, Dey of Algiers, died in 1798 after a reign of seven years, when a leg wound was left untreated and became gangrenous. Although utterly ruthless and unprincipled, Hassan had the vision to see the potential of the United States as a trading partner in the modern sense but missed the opportunity to drag Algiers out of the medieval era. Just like every dey before him, he was stuck firmly in the piratical hit-and-run ethos of an earlier epoch and could not adapt to a changing world that would soon be carved up by giants of commerce and naval superpowers.


David Humphreys, the US minister in Lisbon, moved on to Madrid and served two years there before leaving the diplomatic corps. His later life was surprising: he obtained permission from the Spanish government to import a hundred merino sheep into America, and, after their superior quality wool proved an instant sensation in the New World, he became acknowledged as the founder of the US woolen industry. A celebrated wit, he also wrote a hit play, The Yankee in England, that introduced the stock character of the innocently comical “Yankee” abroad, which remained popular as a theatrical and Hollywood stereotype until the mid-1900s. He died in Connecticut in 1818.


Thomas Jefferson became, of course, the third president of the United States in March 1801 and served two terms. His presidency is remembered for his tough stance against the Barbary corsairs and for the United States’ westward expansion. Later, he went on to found the University of Virginia. Apart from his master achievement, the Declaration of Independence, he is best known today for his quirky neo-Palladian mansion Monticello. His shining reputation as a champion of equality has dimmed in the modern era with the increasing acknowledgment—hardly a revelation—that he owned hundreds of slaves and enthusiastically encouraged others to invest in this free source of human labor. Most historians now accept that he fathered four children with his enslaved concubine Sally Hemmings, whom he never formally emancipated. However flawed, Jefferson remains a towering figure in world history.


Richard O’Brien remained as US consul in Algiers until 1803. During that tense time he had a dramatic falling-out with his old friend Cathcart. The power balance between the two consuls had shifted dramatically—they were now equals—and there was tension in the air when they met for dinner in Algiers.


The dispute began over a trivial matter, with Cathcart cantankerously refusing O’Brien’s request that they be joined at the meal by a young female employee from Cathcart’s traveling entourage. It somehow escalated into a furious row. Harsh words were exchanged, and the young woman resigned in tears. O’Brien arranged temporary accommodation for her in Algiers, and the couple ended up marrying, much to Cathcart’s annoyance.


The quarrel festered, and this epic huff between the two US consuls proved a major handicap for American political decision making in North Africa.


The O’Briens had a long and happy marriage and went on to have a family of eight children—four sons and four daughters, half of them born in Barbary. After returning to America in 1805, O’Brien set up house in Philadelphia and went back to work in the merchant marine until one of his sons was lost at sea. He bought a farm, settled down, and entered state politics.


Like Cathcart, he faced an uphill struggle to reclaim his expenses from the government. He received some compensation in 1820, but he never lived to see his family receive the full amount due to him. In the meantime, US politicians had begun the usual revisionism, looking back on his career with a jaundiced eye. “[His] only qualification for being Consul was his having been ten years in Algiers,” John Quincy Adams grumbled sourly. In 1824, Richard O’Brien died—or as the incorrigible old sea dog might have put it, he finished his last watch on the ship of life as he rounded Cape Demise.


Captain Isaac Stephens, master of the Maria, returned home to an emotional reunion with his loyal wife Hannah. However, he complained that the government refused to give him any financial assistance and he ended up “dependent and very indigent,” along with so many others among the former American hostages from Algiers who were welcomed home but soon forgotten.


As we’ve seen, the returnees of 1797 enjoyed a rapturous reception in a bar in Philadelphia. However, when the celebrations ended and the pub closed its doors, the party ended on a decidedly sour note. Those who lived far away, in Boston or New York, found themselves abruptly stranded in the bitterly cold streets of the icebound city. The citizens’ welcome extended only so far. “They were left entirely destitute,” wrote one witness, “to wander the streets of the city at that inclement season of the year, without friends or a single cent to provide for their subsistence.”


It was a harbinger of their future lives, because during the following years the government was reluctant to provide any financial assistance to its traumatized, vulnerable, and often disabled citizens who had suffered so much in Algiers.


Three months after his return, we find Isaac Stephens writing a letter to President John Adams reminding him of the “misfortunes” of his life in captivity and pleading for a position as a lighthouse keeper on Cape Cod. He didn’t get the job. A year later he told Adams that he had been given “no employ… of any kind” since his return, although he said pointedly that his counterpart Richard O’Brien had since “done very well for himself.” Isaac moved from Concord to Boston in 1798. Adams recommended Isaac for a position with a sailmaker, but he did not get that job either. A year later, Stephens wrote once more to the president, saying: “Distress wrings the soul…. I do not ask for great appointments, [just] something small to keep me from sinking to the bottom.” The letter finishes with an almost audible sigh: “A relived life I wish for: so long in Algiers.” And on that sad note, both Isaac and Hannah fade from history.


* * *


As for Algiers itself, by the nineteenth century, the writing was on the wall for “the corsair city.” The United States had built up its navy, and when a later dey resumed capturing Americans in the early 1800s (maintaining its long tradition of breaking peace agreements) the United States sent a fighting fleet under Commodore Stephen Decatur to quell the menace once and for all. After some heated action—the Second Barbary War—the dey of that era backed down and promised never to capture American hostages again.


This was the beginning of the end for Algiers. In August 1816, the British admiral Lord Exmouth blasted the city into submission with an awesome bombardment of shells, rockets, 500 tons of shot, and 118 tons of powder. He forced the dey to agree to stop capturing “Christians” but rather shamefully allowed him to continue capturing and exploiting free labor from captives who did not fall into that category. However, Exmouth did not follow up his victory, so, in all other ways, nothing much changed in Algiers—until 1830.


Now you may recall Hassan’s super-indulged daughter Fatima, who received Barlow’s valuable silver trunk on her dad’s bored whim and who was even offered her own warship by the United States? (The frigate Crescent ultimately was given directly to the State of Algiers, whereupon it was renamed El Merkane and allowed to rot away by the Algerines, who had to break it up in 1806.) Fatima had a close-up view of the final collapse of the corsair city. She married a man named Hussein, who served as the last dey of Algiers from 1815 to 1830. Hussein’s term as dey ended, along with three centuries of Barbary rule, after he arrogantly swiped at a French consul with his fly whisk. That was mild by Algerine standards (remember, a previous French consul had been shot from a cannon), but France took great offense and sent thirty-four thousand troops to take over the city. Hussein, Fatima, and their family fled the country. Left in full control, the French victors embarked on a vengeful fury of murder and looting, which set the tone for their colonization of Algeria. The new boss was, if anything, worse than the old boss. However, the corsairs of Algiers no longer prowled the seas capturing mariners at will. The long era of the Barbary pirates was effectively over. They would not be missed.






Notes


This is a factual narrative based almost entirely upon primary sources—that is, letters and reports written in real time by the main participants; their recollections after the event; and some histories written during the Barbary era. For this reason, and also because this is not intended as an academic work, I have not compiled a bibliography listing the scores of authors who have since analyzed this fascinating period in US history.


The main players are also referred to by their initials—JC for James Cathcart, TJ for Thomas Jefferson, and so on—which I hope will be obvious from the text. To avoid confusion, initials that are employed as abbreviations for frequently used sources are marked with a double asterisk; a key for those follows.



ABBREVIATIONS USED

**FO: Founders Online, the portal provided by the US National Archives for public access to the historical documents of the founders of the United States, with helpful explanatory footnotes. Speedy, efficient, clearly laid out, and a joy to use. Highly recommended.


**JLC/JBN-TC: James Leander Cathcart and J. B. Newkirk, The Captives: Eleven Years a Prisoner in Algiers (La Porte, Indiana: Herald Print, 1899).


**ND: Naval Documents Related to the United States Wars with the Barbary Powers, Volume 1: 1785–1801 (Bolton Landing, New York: American Naval Records Society, 1939), published under direction of Claude A. Swanson and supervision of Captain Dudley W. Knox. Also highly recommended.





CHAPTER 1

JC first captive: JC to James Madison, Nov. 30, 1803, **FO.


Capture of Maria: Thomas Jefferson, Report to Congress on U.S. citizens in captivity in Algiers, Dec. 28, 1790, **ND, p. 18; List of American Prisoners, July 9, 1790, **ND, p. 1; M. Carey, A Short Account of Algiers (Philadelphia: J. Parker, 1794), p. 41.


United States had no national navy: The Continental Navy of 1775 had been dis banded and the last of its ships (Alliance) was sold off that same summer of 1785. The cash-strapped new nation was trying to get by without one.


Captain and crew: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 274. Note: endless confusion has been caused by the names Thomas Billings and John Gregory, who appear to be one and the same man: for some reason he used an alias.


Cargo and name of Algerine Rais: from Cathcart family oral history as recalled by JC’s granddaughter-in-law, interviewed by Eleanor Lee Reading Templeman, Arlington Heritage: Vignettes of a Virginia County (Arlington, VA: E. Templeman, 1959).


Twenty-six days, location: Richard O’Brien to TJ, Aug. 24, 1785, **FO.


“Without strength… contemptible”: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 4.


“To escape…”: John Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss (Newburyport, MA: Angier March, 1798), p. 10.


Betsey capture: TJ, Report on Mediterranean Trade, Dec. 28, 1790, **ND, p. 22. The captain was James Erving.


Passports, notched sticks, forgeries: Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, pp. 41–42; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 5.


Stephens was straight shooter: e.g., in his letter to John Adams, Oct. 24, 1787, **FO; magazines and history, IS to JA, Feb. 7, 1786, **FO.


First foreign war: The First Barbary War (1801–1805) against Tripoli would be the first to be fought on foreign soil. There would be a quasi-war against France in 1798, but it was undeclared and fought at sea by privateers.


Sleeping conditions, sleep impossible: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 13.


Prisoner before: See next chapter.





CHAPTER 2

JC early life, Seth Harding: **JLC/JBN-TC, preface.


Learned languages, navigation, “learned how to survive,” “liberated at end of war”: Cathcart family history in Eleanor Lee Reading Templeman, Arlington Heritage: Vignettes of a Virginia County (Arlington, VA: E. Templeman, 1959).


Harding career; Tyrannicide , Penobscot; prison ships, conditions of prisoners: Gardner W. Allen, Naval History of the Revolution, vol. 2 (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1913), chap. XII and XVIII; Harding capture, p. 556.


“Attempts to escape”: Allen, Naval History of the Revolution, p. 649.


JC escape: **JLC/JBN-TC, preface.


JC on xebec, Spanish woman: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 4.


Marriage in Braintree, Hannah’s early surname and her birthplace: Records of the Town of Braintree 1640 to 1793, p. 876.


IS born in Braintree; “by misfortunes…”: IS to JA, Apr. 15, 1786, **FO.


Moved to Concord: Memorial from Hannah Stephens Requesting the Release of Her Husband from Prison in Algiers, Dec. 9, 1791, Records of US Senate.


Status of sea captain, “high repute,” future prospects, dangers at sea, widows, Boston pubs, “lowest ranks”: Clark Joseph Strickland, “Who Was Jack Tar? Aspects of the Social History of Boston, Mass. Seamen 1700–1770” (thesis, College of William and Mary, 1972).


Master’s earnings, seaman’s earnings at that time: US Department of Labor, History of Wages in the United States.


Two Italians, de la Cruz mate on Leghorn ship, etc.: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 120–22; Angelo d’Andreis, **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 156; JC to Thos Appleton, Nov. 27, 1800; Boston fiancée Sarah Moody, Records of Trinity Church Boston, vol. 56, Oct. 9, 1785. (Angelo’s name is often spelled “Angiolo”—I have used the spelling from the legal documents in Boston.)





CHAPTER 3

“At the distance…”: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 88.


“The town appears…”: Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 7.


Snow bank comparison: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 41.


White marble, etc.: John Clark Kennedy, Algeria and Tunis (London: Colburn, 1845), pp. 3–5.


“Detestable place”: in Charles Burr Todd, ed., Life and Letters of Joel Barlow (New York: Putnam, 1886), p. 126.


“Demonstrations of joy…”: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 82, 89.


Facedown, etc.: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 13.


Woman separated, captives’ first night, unloading, parade: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 8, 61, 78.


Barlow quotes: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, pp. 116, 126.


“The roofs are flat…”: Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 7.


Barrels: A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 29.


“Drunkard” and “unsavoury reputation”: Report of Dr Philip Werner, 1788; also recommended: **FO editorial notes to Isaac Stephens–John Adams, Feb. 7, 1786, and to Jefferson’s Report on Mediterranean Trade, **ND, p. 22.


Logie role in captures, “allegiance”: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 4.


Weaponize, emissaries, Lord Sheffield, “turn loose”: Lord John Sheffield, Observations of the Commerce of the American States (London: Debrett, 1784); Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, pp. 44–45.


Badistan: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 11–12.


Rev. Ólafur Egilsson (1564-1639) The Travels of Rev. Ólafur Egilsson in Litil Saga (Reykjavik, 1852), p. 23.


Questioning: Laurent D’Arvieux, Mémoires du Chevalier d’Arvieux (Paris, 1735).


“The crier…”: Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 17.


Sitting in a circle: Perceval Lord, Algiers with Notices… (London: Whittaker, 1835), vol. 2, p. 58.


Result of auction: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 11.





CHAPTER 4


Palace, cats, pigeons, lions, executions: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 93, 100.


Barlow quote: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 127.


“The criminal…”: James Wilson Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers (Philadelphia: Hogan, 1797), p. 250.


Velvet pillows: **JLC/JBN-TC, chap. 5.


Mahmood biography, era of stability: Maurice Le Clercq, Le Tombeau des cinq deys d’Alger (Clairmont, 1888), pp. 46– .


Amount in treasury: $15 million, RoB to the Irwins, Dec. 20, 1788, **FO; Michael Morphy to Secretary of State, Dec. 4, 1793, estimates $20–$30 million in total, **ND; Barlow estimates $54 million, see JB to Secretary of State, Mar. 18, 1796, **ND.


“One for gold…” quote and harem description: Kennedy, Algeria and Tunis, pp. 21, 19; harem and fate of women captives, Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 242.


Cleaner theft: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 267.


Paga Lunas (moon payers): **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 139. Sometimes called “papalunas”—a corruption of the same term, paga luna or pagar luna in lingua franca.


Jobs allocated to crewmen: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 12. Two were made “upper servants” in the palace—one of them was George Smith, who was appointed page to the dey (RoB to TJ, July 12, 1790). Two, JC and Harnet, were sent to the gardens; if we ignore Stephens, that leaves one man sent to menial work in the kitchen (certainly Billings rather than the higher ranked Forsyth), leaving Forsyth the mate as a temporary upper servant before his discharge as a Paga Luna.


Scavenger, garden, lionkeeping, work, rules, chamberlains, alchemy, Genoan, JC beating, depression, “being confident…”: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 13–31.


JC put in charge of lions: According to Cathcart family history, via Templeman, Arlington Heritage: Vignettes of a Virginia County.


Problems of lionkeeping (enclosure, necessary space, stress in captivity): A. H. Shoemaker, E. J. Maruska, and R. Rockwell, “Minimum Husbandry Guidelines for Mammals: Large Felids,” American Association of Zoos and Aquariums; “Captive Big Cat Welfare Issues (Factsheet),” The Humane Society of the United States.





CHAPTER 5

Capture of Dauphin: US Consular Archives at Tunis, RoB Narrative, **ND, p. 115; Thomas Jefferson Report to Congress on US citizens in captivity in Algiers, Dec. 28, 1790, **ND, p. 18; List of American Prisoners, July 9, 1790, **ND, p. 1; Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 41; date, location, course, RoB to TJ, Aug. 24, 1785, **FO; three captains to John Adams, Aug. 27, 1785, **FO; RoB to Irwins, Dec. 20, 1788, **FO; Mathew Irwin to George Washington, July 9, 1789, **FO with editorial notes; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 5, 17, 274. (Note: The Dauphin is incorrectly referred to as the Dolphin in some contemporary documents.)


RoB as old sea dog, JQA quote, Smollett comparison: John Quincy Adams Memoirs of John Quincy Adams vol. 4 1795-1848 (Philadelphia, 1875), p. 403; Cathcart made the same comparison, see **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 170; also see maritime phrases (e.g., “it blows a heavy gale of wind”) regularly used to describe political problems throughout RoB correspondence in **ND.


JQA on RoB: Eugene Schuyler, American Commerce (New York: Scribner, 1886), p. 206.


RoB birthplace: There are conflicting versions of his early life. This is from his obit in The American Volunteer, Feb. 19, 1824. He was, in any case, a proud Irish American.


Captives on board Dauphin: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 274; List of Prisoners, **ND, p. 1; RoB to Irwins, Dec. 20, 1788.


Coffin consumptive: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 24.


Tessanaer French passenger: List of Prisoners; TJ to JP Jones, June 1, 1792, **ND.


Sloan: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 57. More in chap. 21.


Colvill: More in chap. 14.


Crew numbers and conscripts: RoB Narrative, **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 81–82.


“One third…”: RoB to TJ, June 8, 1786, **ND, p. 3.


Janissaries, cacophony: Stanley Lane-Poole, The Barbary Corsairs (London: Fisher Unwin, 1890), p. 224.


Used in same manner; Maria and Dauphin crews meet: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 17. RoB in war: Irwin to GW, July 9, 1789, **FO.


Sent “to hard labor”: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 18.


“Seeing our…”: RoB to TJ, Aug. 24, 1785, **FO.


Heroism myth: American Volunteer, Feb. 19, 1824.


Three captains to John Adams: On Aug. 27, 1785, **FO.


Stephens, Adams acquainted: IS to JA, Oct. 24, 1787, **FO.


RoB letter: RoB to TJ, Aug. 24, 1785, **FO.


Replies, from TJ: Sept. 29, 1785, **FO; and from JA, Oct. 6, 1785, **FO.


Coffee money, JC to Logie’s house and prison: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 45, 23–24.


RoB “aged mother”: RoB to TJ, June 8, 1786, **ND, p. 6.





CHAPTER 6

Concord: For details about life in the Stephenses’ hometown just after the Revolution, including the topography, the economy, the shocks caused by farming changes, the care of the poor, and the role of the Middlesex Hotel as the nerve center of news, business, and gossip, I am indebted to the following sources: Lemuel Shattuck, A History of the Town of Concord (Boston: Russell, Odiorne, 1835); Mary Babson Fuhrer, “The Revolutionary Worlds of Lexington and Concord Compared,” New England Quarterly 85, no 1 (2012); www.concordlibrary.org; and William F. Kelly, “A History of the Town of Braintree, Mass.” (master’s thesis, Boston University, 1956).


Voyage duration, long delays: A transatlantic trip was faster west to east (approx. thirty days) than east to west (easily twice that), plus time in port. Delays were frequent: Ben Franklin once left England in July; it took twenty days battling headwinds before even clearing the English coast and eventually arriving in Philadelphia in October.


“Few places…”: Shattuck, A History of the Town of Concord, p. 196.


Husking bee: Kelly, “A History of the Town of Braintree, Mass.,” p. 24.


Captain McComb: Salem Gazette, Oct. 25, 1785.


“On the 25th of July…”: Early report in Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 41.


Irwin quotes: Irwin to GW, July 9, 1789, **FO.


$80,000 allocated, early negotiations: TJ to Alexander Hamilton, Feb. 4, 1793, **FO; Report on Mediterranean Trade, **ND, p. 23; Gardner W. Allen, Our Navy and the Barbary Corsairs (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1905), chap. 3.


“As long ago…”: JA to Stephen Higginson, Oct. 4, 1785, **FO.


“Nearly three centuries…” to “pay up”: Author’s summary.


“I very early…” and “proceed by way…”: TJ to JA, July 11, 1786, **ND, p. 10; also see JA to TJ, July 31, 1786, **ND, p. 11.


No navy until late 1790s: The Naval Act would come in 1794, but the first three of six frigates would not be launched until 1797.


Abigail Adams: AA to JQA, Oct. 18, 1785, **FO.


“With one black eye…”: For bringing this magnificent quote to my attention, I am indebted to Priscilla H. Roberts and Richard S. Roberts, Thomas Barclay, Consul in France, Diplomat in Barbary (Bethlehem, PA: Lehigh University Press, 2008), p. 26. Recommended reading.


“Degenerate American”: JC to James Madison, Nov. 30, 1803. (A US consul, James Simpson, also called JL “that unworthy man,” JS to TJ, July 25, 1795.)


Spoke no French, “I have not seen…”: TJ to JA, Sept. 24, 1785, **FO; also recommended, Allen, Our Navy and the Barbary Corsairs, p. 30.


“Drunk as a lord”: Roberts and Roberts, Thomas Barclay, p. 169.


“Dispersed…”: T. J. Report on Prisoners, Dec. 28, 1790, **ND, p. 19.


Instructions: See chap. 7.


Stephens to Adams: IS to JA, Feb. 7, 1786, **FO.


Reply from Adams: JA to RoB, Oct. 6, 1785, **FO.





CHAPTER 7

The saga of Lamb’s ill-fated mission to Algiers is recounted in the following, all of which can be found in **ND: RoB to TJ, June 8, 1786; RoB to William Carmichael, Sept. 13, 1786; TJ, Report to Congress on U.S. citizens in captivity in Algiers, Dec. 28, 1790; Petition of Prisoners at Algiers, Mar. 29, 1792; TJ to John Paul Jones, June 1, 1792; James Simpson, Gibraltar consul, to TJ, July 25, 1795. In addition, these can be found in **FO: John Jay to American Commissioners, Mar. 11, 1785; TJ to JA, Sept. 25, 1785; John Lamb’s Supplementary Instructions, Oct. 1–11, 1785; JC to James Madison, Nov. 30, 1803; JL to TJ, June 5, 1786; TJ to William Carmichael, June 20, 1786; TJ to JL, June 20, 1786; JA to TJ, June 25, 1786; Barclay to US Commissioners, Apr. 10, 1786; JL to TJ, May 20, 1787; JL to TJ, Oct. 10, 1786; JL to JA, July 18, 1786.


“Illiterate…” and other JC quotes: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 35–42.


“Ungentlemanlike” behavior, “a few days,” bosom friend, sabotage, what sum: RoB to TJ, June 8, 1786.


“Mr. Logie received me…”: JL to American Commissioners, May 20, 1786, **FO.


Price of ransoms: Speculative. Overview in TJ, Report on Prisoners, Dec. 28, 1790, **ND, p. 21. Other guesses appear throughout correspondence.


“We do not expect…”: Supplementary Instructions to JL, Oct. 1–11, 1785, **FO. Portrait: Charles Sumner, Speech on Bill for Abolition of Slavery, US Senate, Mar. 31, 1862, p. 10.


Offer, counteroffer: RoB to TJ, June 8, 1786; TJ, Report on Prisoners, Dec. 28, 1790; JL to Commissioners, May 20, 1786. Reports vary on specifics; Lamb may have offered $6,000 or $280 per head.


Lamb $48,300, JC “confused”: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 40–41; RoB to TJ, July 12, 1790 (figures in sequins); also see RoB petition, Mar. 29, 1792; IS to JA, Apr. 15, 1786, **FO.


“Mr. Lamb had five…”: RoB to TJ, July 12, 1790.


TJ denied, “never settled”: TJ to John Paul Jones, June 1, 1792, **ND, p. 36.


Lamb meeting, $400, Hassan, JL report home: JL to Commissioners, May 20, 1786, **FO; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 39–40.


“Badly planned”: RoB to William Carmichael, Sept. 13, 1786.


JL letter to captives: IS to JA, Oct. 24, 1787.


Lamb expenses, “not censurable,” “no harm”: JA to TJ, Jan. 25, 1787, **FO.


Lamb background, no formal appointment: John Jay to American Commissioners, Mar. 11, 1785; TJ to JA, Sept. 24, 1785, **FO. Also recommended: Editorial Note to Adams Papers, https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/06-17-02-0237-0000.


“Unhappy mess”: JL to TJ, May 20, 1787.


Stephens letter: Mostly IS to JA, Apr. 15, 1786, but incorporating a quote from IS to JA, July 18, 1786, **FO.


JC cast out of garden, etc.: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 44.





CHAPTER 8

Arrival at bagnio: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 47–56.


D’Andreis invitation: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 59 (d’Andreis is identified as dey’s chief clerk, p. 156); describe room, pp. 55–56; night, morning parade, job allocation, carpenter, pp. 59–60; “merchants, doctors,” p. 75.


“Dreadful clanking”: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 18.


Rules of Algiers: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 122, also see pp. 142 and 187; Emanuel d’Aranda, says, “A Christian is not to strike a Turk upon pain of death” (History of Algiers, [1666], p. 156).


Janissaries bristling for fight: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 107.


Hierarchies, twelve thousand Turks: Barlow’s report, Mar. 18, 1796 (and drawing on JC’s report to him!), **ND; also see Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, pp. 122–23; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 46–47; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 142; William Spencer, Algiers in the Age of the Corsairs (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1976), recommended; “Barbary” in Encyclopaedia Britannica (1911).


Aqueducts: Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 9.


Three thousand, etc: RoB to TJ, July 12, 1790, **FO.


Planks, goads: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 20.


Heavy labor: RoB to anon., Apr. 28, 1787, **ND, p. 15.


Stephens: IS to JA, Apr. 15, 1786, **FO.


“Death would be…”: Later quote from Captain Samuel Calder, to David Pearce, Dec. 4, 1793, **ND.





CHAPTER 9


“One of my crew…”: RoB to anon., Apr. 28, 1787, **ND.


“Agreeable,” conditions for officers: RoB to William Carmichael, Sept. 13, 1786, **ND; also see Expilly refs in RoB to TJ, June 8, 1786, **ND.


Allowance: Petition of Prisoners, Mar. 29, 1792, **ND; also **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 116.


“In any normal conflict…”: This section sums up the unique dilemma facing the United States. Author’s paraphrase of RoB’s musings in his various reports home, esp. RoB to TJ, June 8, 1786; RoB to Congress, Apr. 28, 1791, **ND.


Guineas quote: Compte D’Estaing to TJ, May 17, 1786, cited in Allen, Our Navy and the Barbary Corsairs, p. 39.


“Rivals chained”…: David Humphreys, 1793, in Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 45.


Louis XIV: Quoted in Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 45 (but perhaps apocryphal).


Foreign citizenship card: For a rare successful example, see Colvill in chap. 14.


JC in Royal Navy: I first discovered this arresting fact in Brett Goodin, “The Business, Personality and Discretionary Power of American Consuls in North Africa 1797–1805,” Huntington Library Quarterly (December 2017): 615, citing details of ships’ pay books in the UK National Archives. Recommended reading.


Mathurins: Jefferson gives an overview of this secret enterprise in his Report to Congress on the American captives on Dec. 28, 1790, **ND, p. 18. George Washington refers to it in his diary Mar. 23, 1790. Also see TJ to Pere Chauvier, Dec. 27, 1788; Pere Chauvier to TJ, Dec. 30, 1788; TJ to Chauvier, Dec. 30, 1788; TJ to Chauvier, Sept. 16, 1789; TJ to JA, Jan. 11, 1787; JA to TJ, Jan. 25, 1787; TJ to John Jay, Feb. 1, 1787, Sept. 19, 1787, and Aug. 11, 1788; TJ to Treasury Commissioners, Sept. 6, 1788; and William Short to TJ, June 14, 1790, all **FO, with editorial footnotes.


“Can redeem at lower price”: TJ to JA, Jan. 11, 1787, **FO; “deserve our thanks”: JA to TJ, Jan. 25, 1787, **FO.


Amounts estimated: The estimates are often contradictory and confusing since they are based on speculation. TJ, Report on the American captives. See also TJ to JA, Jan. 11, 1787, and RoB to TJ, July, 12 1786; June 2, 1788; Dec. 12, 1789; July 12, 1790, **FO.





CHAPTER 10


DH poem: “Poem on the Happiness of America,” cited in Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 45.


Hannah petitions: To my knowledge, only two petitions from Hannah Stephens made it into the records: the first is A Petition from Hannah Stephens Praying That Her Husband Be Redeemed from Captivity at Algiers, referred to by John Jay on July 18, 1787, which proved vital in provoking the release of funds to the Mathurins project (see Resolution of Congress, same date), and Memorial from Hannah Stephens Requesting the Release of Her Husband from Prison in Algiers, Dec. 9, 1791, Records of US Senate; also HS letter to George Washington, Dec. 9, 1791. (All HS quotes here are from 1791.) Also see IS to GW, Sept. 23, 1789, and **FO editorial note from HS to GW, Dec. 9, 1791.


Eviction: HS to GW, Dec. 9, 1791.


Maid’s earnings: US Department of Labor, History of Wages in the United States.


Welfare in Concord, “generosity”: Shattuck, A History of the Town of Concord, pp. 218–19. See also note on Concord sources in chap. 6 notes.


Stephens to Adams: IS to JA, Oct. 24, 1787, **FO.


RoB stoked him up: IS to JA, Mar. 23, 1798, **FO.


TJ follow-up with Mathurins: See Mathurins sources in chap. 9 notes.


“We were for some time…”: Petition of Prisoners, Mar. 29, 1792, **ND, p. 35. “We were allowed…”: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 116–17.


Shortage of workers: RoB to Congress, Apr. 28, 1791, says 3,000 in 1786 and now 700; TJ, TJ Report on Prisoners of 1790, says 2,200 in 1786, now 655.


TJ and Sally Hemings, children, life at Monticello, treatment of TJ’s slaves: This fascinating subject is explored in the website www.monticello.org/slavery. Highly recommended reading.





CHAPTER 11

Life in the bagnios: D’Aranda, History of Algiers; chap. XVI; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 30–33; Laurent d’Arvieux, Mémoires du Chevalier d’Arvieux (Paris, 1735), vol. 5, pp. 228–29; J. Morgan, Complete History of Algiers (London: Bettesworth and Hitch, 1731); **JLC/JBN-TC, chap. 4 (including Carneros).


Bagnio Gallera (or Galleria, or Gallaro): Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 197–98; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 33; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 56– ; JC’s experiences there, **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 115–16.





CHAPTER 12

Naples and Spain ransoms caused shortage: RoB to anon., Apr. 28, 1787, **ND.


Naples and Spain, JC list of jobs, JC move, new role: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 116–21.


De la Cruz: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 120–21; Harnet: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 121; dining: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 73–74.


Hassan description and background: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 205–7; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 44.


“Uncommon abilities,” Hassan jailed: Robert Montgomery to TJ, July 26, 1791, **ND.


Million dollars, “ungovernable temper,” “whims”: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, pp. 123–24, latter quote by Todd.


Plague, Peter Smith death, 215 lives: RoB to anon, Apr. 28, 1787; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 274; RoB to Irwins, Dec. 20, 1788, **FO; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 71 (though Foss says Smith died of smallpox).


“Tolerable,” de la Cruz death, staffers died: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 118–20.





CHAPTER 13


Passions, countenance, satisfaction, dey offer to JC: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 168, 149.


Stephens letter: IS to Congress, Feb. 9, 1788, **FO.


Embezzler incident: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 122.


US deaths, overall toll: RoB to Irwins, Dec. 20, 1788, enclosure, **FO; **JLC/JBNTC, p. 274; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 71.


“City of Bondage” letter: RoB to Irwins, Dec. 20, 1788, enclosure, **FO.


Burials: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 112, 136; poem: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 270; “means of alleviating”: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 44.


Prize ship, loan: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 157; had money for ransom: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 168, 178.


Bars of Algiers: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 107–9, 262; bought Mad House: **JLC/JBNTC, pp. 138, 140.





CHAPTER 14

Scenes in tavern: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 53; sharifs demanded seats: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 146; soldiers prone to fight: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 107; good meal: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 136; RoB hard labor: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 138; welfare role: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 109; Laurent d’Arvieux, Mémoires du Chevalier d’Arvieux (Paris, 1735), vol. 5, p. 229; Emanuel d’Aranda, History of Algiers (1666), pp. 152–58.


“Seaman” or “mariner”: e.g., RoB to Irwins, Dec. 20, 1788, **ND (also “crutches” reference); “knows navigation”: e.g., RoB to TJ, July 12, 1790; “keeps a tavern”: List of American Prisoners, July 9, 1790, **ND.


Clerk of Gallera, sheepskin and charcoal, second tavern: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 123; 136. Strangling of Hasnagi: Mongomery to TJ, July 26, 1791; “Notwithstanding…”: **ND; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 131–34.


Strangling process: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 26.


Franklin rumor, voice of indignation, tall story of escape: Rumor in the Boston Independent Chronicle, May 18, 1786, cited in Charles Sumner, Speech on Bill for Abolition of Slavery, US Senate, Mar. 31, 1862; Charles Sumner, Lecture on White Slavery in the Barbary States (Boston, 1847), p. 32; escape: Sumner, Lecture on White Slavery in the Barbary States, pp. 33–34; Franklin broadside against US slavery: Sumner, Lecture on White Slavery in the Barbary States, p. 39 footnote.


“Thus pray…”: RoB to gentlemen of the clergy, cited in Sumner, Lecture on White Slavery in the Barbary States, p. 37.


Report on Mediterranean Trade: **ND, pp. 24–26.


Colvill debriefing: Joshua Johnson to TJ, Feb. 25, 1791, **FO; also see RoB to TJ, July 12, 1790, **FO; Report on Petition of CC, 1791, **FO with editorial footnote; TJ to GW, Nov. 14, 1791, **FO with footnote; Draught of a Secret Resolution of Both Houses, Dec. 2 1791, **FO with footnote; Senate Resolution to Ransom Prisoners at Algiers, Feb. 22, 1792, **ND.





CHAPTER 15

Hassan becomes dey: Le Clercq, Maurice, Le Tombeau des cinq deys d’Alger (Clairmont, 1888), p. 46; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 205–6; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 150.


Montgomery: to TJ, July 26, 1791, **ND.


Everyone put to labor; Werner; afflictions; third bar; money: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 137–140.


Quarrels: Closure and bastinadoed, see **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 260; fights and murder, **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 53–54.


Never lay hands; ladder solution: D’Aranda, History of Algiers, p. 156.


Empowered to strip clients: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 241, 249.


Two crises at bar: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 140–42.





CHAPTER 16

HS plea: HS to George Washington, Dec. 9, 1791, **FO.


IS letter: IS to GW, Sept. 23, 1789, **FO.


HS Memorial: Memorial from Hannah Stephens Requesting the Release of Her Husband from Prison in Algiers, Dec. 9, 1791, Records of US Senate.


Senate response: HS to GW, Dec. 9, 1791, plus editorial footnotes, **FO.


$100,000 authorized: Senate Resolution, Feb. 22, 1792, **ND; earlier $40,000: Senate Resolution, Feb. 22, 1791, **ND; also see Sumner, Speech on Bill for Abolition of Slavery, US Senate, Mar. 31, 1862.


Census: US Federal Census (1790) for Concord, Middlesex County, MA.


RoB letter: RoB to Congress, Apr. 28, 1791 (between resolutions).


Harnet insane, “destitute”: Petition of Prisoners, Mar. 29, 1792, **ND, p. 35; also **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 274.


Confrontation at the Mad House: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 148–50.


Genoese: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 267.


Barlow on near burning: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 128.


Ganches: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 200; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 24; Morgan, Complete History of Algiers.





CHAPTER 17

JC’s role as chief Christian clerk: footnote to treaty in **ND, p. 116; David Humphries to Joel Barlow, Feb. 16, 1796, **ND; Dey Hassan to GW, May 6, 1796; **JLC/ JBN-TC, pp. 156–57.


Description of meeting with dey: from the Diary of General Eaton, cited by Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 124; slate seats, fan: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 206.


Mahmood, aspers: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 279.


Wardrobe malfunction: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 269, **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 19. Neither account names Smith, but both describe him as an American. Smith was the only American to work as a page to the dey at that stage.


Sleepwalker: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 21. It’s probable that the two servants were Smith and the Frenchman Jacob Tessanaer of the Dauphin; both worked as pages around this time. Tessanaer was to die of plague in 1793. (See RoB to TJ, July 12, 1790, **FO.)


John Paul Jones, death and “not begun to fight” quote: Library of Congress, Today in History, July 18, 1792.


TJ to Jones: TJ to John Paul Jones, June 1, 1792, **ND.


JC plague, letter to RoB: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 154.


“Much concerned,” “human misery,” “renounce their country,” deaths of Tessanaer and Harnet: RoB to David Humphreys via anon., Mar. 26, 1793, **FO, in footnote to DH to GW, May 5, 1793; also **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 274; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 71.


G. Smith friendship, dey fury, saved: RoB to DH via anon., Mar. 26, 1793, **FO, in footnote to DH to GW, May 5, 1793; RoB to DH, Nov. 5, 1793, in State Papers, vol. 1. Skjoldebrand was repaid (DH to R. Montgomery, Nov. 5, 1793, in State Papers vol. 1).


Conversion: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 241 and 266–67; marriage and share in business, e.g., story of William Joyce in Algiers; incentives: Spencer, Algiers in the Age of the Corsairs, p. 113 (recommended); John Braithwaite, History of the Revolutions in Morocco (London, 1729), pp. 185–87, 191; Joseph Pitts, A Faithful Account… (London: T. Longman, 1738); William Okeley, Eben Ezer (London: Nat. Ponder, 1675); Norman Robert Bennett, “Christian and Negro Slavery in 18th Century North Africa,” The Journal of African History 1, no. 1(1960): 80 (recommended); Sumner, Lecture on White Slavery in the Barbary States, footnote 138.


“Deprived of labor,” “very small”: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 266.


“My sailor that offered…”: IS to JA, Mar. 23, 1798, **FO. Stephens’s phraseology is very ambiguous. The original possibly read: “my sailor that [was?] offered him Self.” He also wrote “to cruise for the Americans” but presumably meant it in the sense of “to hunt for.”


“Suffered so little”: Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 40.





CHAPTER 18

Schooner Lark: Report from James Simpson, US Consul in Gibraltar, June 1, 1793, **ND.


August 18, second ship off Malaga, England-Spain plotting, Church quotes: E. Church to TJ, Sept. 22, 1793, **ND.


Advice received on truce, eight cruisers: John Pintard to David Humphreys, Oct. 6, 1793, **ND.


Portuguese witness confirmed: E. Church to DH, Oct. 12, 1793, **ND.


U.S. diplomat meeting, Logie coup, no convoys: E. Church to TJ, Oct. 12, 1793, **ND.


Press-gangs, “hardly two,” Nancy and other ship, “humanity shudders”: Peter Walsh to TJ, Oct. 17, 1793, **ND.


Swedish witnesses: E. Church circular, Oct. 14, 1793, **ND.





CHAPTER 19

This chapter lists the eleven American ships taken in 1793 using details from the List of American Vessels Captured by the Algerines in October & November 1793 (in James Simpson to TJ, Nov. 25, 1793, **ND; hereafter 1793 List); RoB’s list in RoB to GW, Nov. 5, 1793, in State Papers vol. 1; letters from Samuel Calder, Nov. 3 and Dec. 4, 1793, **ND; list in Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 71– ; and details of captures in Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, chap. 4.


Jackson: He is listed as “Scippio [sic] Jackson, mariner” among the crew of the brig Minerva by Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 75, and described as “a black man” in a sympathetic account of his ill-treatment on p. 22. Stevens also refers to him as “an American black [man]” (An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 275).


Jackson may have been former enslaved person: SJ’s personal history is obscure, and in view of the upheavals of war we may never know for sure. Author Lawrence A. Peskin points out that SJ’s experience was “eerily similar” to those contained in narratives written by former American slaves in the 1800s. In his (recommended) book Captives and Countrymen (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009), Peskin speculates that SJ may have suffered under the US chattel slavery system: “One wonders whether [SJ] had ever been enslaved in the United States and, if so, whether he found it a more ‘bitter draught’ there or in Algiers” (p. 9). In my opinion, the giveaway name of Scipio and his location in New York at that time makes it highly likely that he was a former enslaved person who’d sought and gained freedom in New York. Statistically, as an African American in the antebellum era, he was nine times more likely to have been born as an enslaved person than as a free man. (See National Humanities Center, The Making of African American Identity, vol. 1.)


New York as a sanctuary for enslaved people: “New York became a sanctuary for 10,000 freedom-seeking African-Americans from up and down the coast,” according to Revolutionary War and the Struggle for Black Freedom in the New York Historical Society’s Slavery in New York Exhibition. Recommended.


Sidenote regarding the term “African American”: After much thought and based on quotes like the above, I have opted to use the term “African American” to describe enslaved people and former enslaved people, even those born in Africa, who remained in the United States to live and work after gaining their freedom. Once reserved solely for descendants of enslaved people from Africa, the term is now generally accepted in a much wider context.


Brig Minerva captain, crew, voyage, course, capture: 1793 List; RoB to DH, Nov. 16 and Dec. 6, 1793, in State Papers, vol. 1; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 53, 71– .


John Thomas was African American and from Massachusetts: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 133.


Slavery in Massachusetts: Massachusetts Constitution and the Abolition of Slavery, www.mass.gov. Recommended.


John Jack: Shattuck, A History of the Town of Concord, p. 210.


President with captain, crew, cargo, voyage, capture: 1793 List (misnaming it Prudent); RoB list; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 71– ; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 69–71, 235–39.


Arrival in Algiers of brig Minerva , number of captives: RoB to DH, Dec. 6, 1793; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 53, 75; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, chap. 4.


The other Minerva , McShane, corsair captain: John McShane to DH, Nov. 13, 1793, in State Papers, vol. 1; Joel Barlow certificate, July 8, 1796, **ND; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 71– ; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 69, 276–78.


Ship Hope: 1793 List; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 71– ; “distributed”: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 8–9.


Brig Polly: 1793 List; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 4–13, 73. (Foss lists Bayley as master and Michael Smith as mate, but 1793 List names Smith as master.)


Schooner Jay: 1793 List; Calder to Terry and David Pearse, Nov. 3 and Dec. 4, 1793, **ND.


Brig Jane , ship Thomas: Moses Morse to Dominick Terry, Dec. 1, 1794, **ND; 1793 List; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 71– .


The Despatch, the George and the Olive Branch: 1793 List; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 71– ; ND, p. 56 (although 1793 List names Wallace as “Wallsey”); grain reference: see chap. 18.


Captured ten: RoB to James Simpson, Nov. 25, 1793, **ND, p. 55.





CHAPTER 20

Palace scenes, treatment on arrival, dey’s selection, transfer to bagnio, hard labor, graveyard, new mosque: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 14–22; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 72–76, 241–44; Calder to Dominick Terry, Nov. 3, 1793, **ND.


Tessanaer: See chap 17.


Morse and McShane quotes: Morse to Terry, Dec. 1, 1794; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 70.


Overseer’s death: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 20–22; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 77.


Calder quotes: Calder to David Pearce, Dec. 4, 1793, **ND.


Wetlands: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 16; also see **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 87.


Left disabled: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 136; Brooks blinded: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, preface.


Officers’ complaints: Morse to Terry, Dec. 1, 1794; Calder to Pearse, Dec. 4, 1794; Brooks quotes: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 249; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 245.


Burnham: DH to GW, Aug. 30, 1794, **FO.





CHAPTER 21

Racist attack on SJ: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 275.


 Sub-Saharan Africans in Algiers, shipwrecked African Americans: Bennett, “Christian and Negro Slavery in 18th Century North Africa”; Braithwaite, History of the Revolutions in Morocco; Spencer, Algiers in the Age of the Corsairs; James Riley, The Loss of the Brig Commerce (New York, 1859).


“I, who…”: Memoirs of Abraham Brown, Sallee (1600s), cited in Sumner, Lecture on White Slavery in the Barbary States.


Consciences aroused, “restore to liberty,” appeals, etc: Sumner, Lecture on White Slavery in the Barbary States, pp. 35–41; RoB to GW, Nov. 5, 1793, State Papers, vol. 1.


Money and clothes: DH to R. Montgomery, Dec. 1, 1793, State Papers, vol. 1; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 54, including “cheated us” and “gentlemen”; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 239–40, including blue outfits and hats, “unjust,” and “caballeros.”


Songs and comedy sessions: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 247.


Sloan, tradition of liberating captain aproa: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Ac count of Algiers, p. 279; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 57; Sloan as captain aproa: RoB to William Carmichael, May 11 or 15, 1790 (enclosure), **FO; freed: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 57; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 16, 166, 190, 274.


Patterson tavern owner: List of Prisoners, July 9, 1790, **ND.


Borrow cash, Brooks quote: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 241.


Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 71; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 274.





CHAPTER 22

Americans’ escape bid: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 261–63.


October 1793 dash for freedom: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 255; Attempt of Fifteen Slaves to escape; Foss quote: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 25.


Brothels in Algiers: Spencer, Algiers in the Age of the Corsairs, p. 95.


Barclay and Humphreys: DH to TJ, Feb. 8, 1793, and TJ to DH, Mar. 21, 1793; F. L. Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, vol. 2 (New York: Putnam, 1917), pp. 153–60 and chap. 9.


RoB irritation, TJ quotes: TJ to DH, Mar. 22, 1793, in Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, pp. 167, 206; “accomplished nothing”: Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, p. 162.


DH letter to people: From Lisbon, July 11, 1794, cited in Sumner, Lecture on White Slavery in the Barbary States.


Navy, 1797: The first of three frigates was launched in May 1797. See notes in chap. 1 and chap. 27.


Clothes: DH to R. Montgomery, Dec. 1, 1793, State Papers, vol. 1; DH to TJ, Nov. 23, 1793; details: Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, p. 196.


DH overture, Hassan response, “unfortunate,” unite for war: DH to TJ, Nov. 23, 1793; Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, pp. 188–89.


DH poem: cited in Carey, A Short Account of Algiers, p. 45.


Hassan quote, Foss quote: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 52–53.


Hassan’s new terms: RoB to DH, dated “October, 1794” **ND.


$800,000, DH trip to United States, new plan: Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, pp. 222–26; ships passed at sea: Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, p. 226; DH and Joseph Donaldson: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 116.


Dey wanted ambassador: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 59; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 158–59.





CHAPTER 23

The arrival of Joseph Donaldson and the treaty negotiations are described in James Monroe to James Madison, Oct. 29, 1795, **FO; in Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, pp. 117–21, including letter from JB to James Monroe; Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, pp. 117–21; Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 59; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 158–71; DH instructions: TJ to DH, Mar. 28 and Apr. 4, 1785, **ND; DH to JD, May 18 1785, **ND; Notes to treaty: **ND pp. 115–16, and in the treaty itself.


JC/Dey conversation, JC secret actions, French consul: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 158–68.


Donaldson ship arrival: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 59.


Walk to house: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 169–71; Skjoldebrand and JD: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 162–63.


Captives’ reaction: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 59–60.


Jean le Vacher: Mémoires de la Congrégation de La Mission, vol. 2 (1864), p. 358.


Negotiations: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 172–84.





CHAPTER 24

Final stages of the treaty negotiations: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 179–85; Dey’s meeting with JD and his refusal to agree to the immediate release of the prisoners: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 187; JC’s translation of the treaty: Notes to the treaty, **ND, pp. 115–16; the Treaty itself: **ND, p. 107; Salute to the US flag: JC to DH, Sept. 7, 1795 **ND; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 188.


JC’s formula for selling the treaty to captains: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 198–99.


JC letter to DH: JC letter to DH: Sept. 7, 1795, **ND.


Foss quotes: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 60.


Events on Sunday, RoB departure: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 189–94.


DH trip to France: Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, pp. 235–40; superiors unimpressed, RoB to London and cash freeze there, Timothy Pickering to DH: Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, p. 239.


Pressure on dey: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 226.


Billings, Foss freed: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, pp. 60–61.





CHAPTER 25

Escape of James Hull (aka Hall): Naval Expeditions in Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, pp. 279–81; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 274 (“taken by a Neapolitan cruiser, 1796”); Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 71 (“taken by the Neapolitans”).


Mutiny of crew: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 233, 241; Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 273.


Dey’s anger, letter to DH, new deadline: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 243–45.


DH letter to dey: Feb. 16, 1796, **ND.


JC bought and offered own ship: JC to James Madison, Sept. 18, 1821, **FO; DH to Barlow, Feb. 16, 1796, **ND; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 200, 227, 265, 267–68, 272–73.


Patience exhausted, DH “primer” to JC: JC to DH, Feb. 6, 1796, and Note, **ND.


DH to captives: Feb. 16, 1796; DH to Barlow, Feb. 16, 1796.


RoB to London, Hamburg, and Spain; “great danger”: RoB to Timothy Pickering, Feb. 16, 1796, **ND; DH to US Chargé d’Affaires, Madrid, Feb. 29, 1796, **ND; DH to Thomas Pinckney, Mar. 9, 1796, **ND; Hamburg, DH to Barlow, Feb. 16, 1796, **ND; DH circular, Mar. 9, 1796, **ND.


Warning unheard: e.g., GW to Congress, Mar. 15, 1796, **ND.


RoB warning: RoB to Pickering, Feb. 5, 1796, **ND.


Brawl among captains, Wallace death: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 74; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 245.





CHAPTER 26

Joel Barlow arrival, quotes: Barlow to wife, Mar. 8, 1796, in Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 125; JC rescued him: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 248.


JB backstory: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow; his appointment, DH circular, Feb. 10, 1796, **ND; reluctance, present buying, grand tour: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, pp. 117–18; many presents useless: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 217; spies: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 118; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 248.


“Many vessels…”: JB to DH from Alicante, Feb. 26, 1796, **ND.


Irritated, wrath, moustache: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, pp. 124–26, 150. Dresses debacle: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 217.


Trunk, daughter, JB and JC early contact, Baccri: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 208; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 250–52.


JB report: JB to Pickering from Algiers, Mar. 18, 1796, **ND (he’d only been there for two weeks); JB received credit but plagiarized from JC: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 251.


Prison fight: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 127; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 258–64.


Dey violence to JC: JB to Pickering, Apr. 17, 1796, **ND; **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 252–53, 257.





CHAPTER 27

Foss, plague: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 64.


April 3, eight days: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 81.


“Sojourn…”: Letter, Apr. 2, 1796, Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 128; “distress,” letter: Apr. 5, 1796, Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 129.


“Never quit”: Foss, A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of John Foss, p. 62.


Barlow on leaving city: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, pp. 131–32.


JC $40,000: **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 201 (20,000 sequins equaled approx. $40,000).


Baccri “more influence”: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 129.


$20,000 to Baccri, frigate to daughter: Donaldson and Barlow to DH, Apr. 5, 1796, **ND; Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 130; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 201. The Crescent was named later. See **ND, p. 204, July 7, 1797.


JC estimates of cost, JB reaction: **JLC/JBN-TC p. 201; $90,000 actual cost: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 81.


DH worried, sent RoB to United States: Stevens, An Historical and Geographical Account of Algiers, p. 81.


JD to Leghorn: JB and JD to DH, Apr. 5, 1796, **ND, p. 145; JD to Pinckney, June 20, 1796, **ND.


“Banker’s clerk”: Todd, Life and Letters of Joel Barlow, p. 131.


JB to DH: Apr. 3, 1796, **ND.


GW “satisfaction,” etc.: GW to Senate, Dec. 8, 1795, State Papers, vol. 1, pp. 27–28.


Six frigates: Secretary of War to Congress, Jan. 29, 1796, **ND; work suspended: GW to Congress, Mar. 15, 1796, **ND. On April 20, GW signed a supplementary Act authorizing three frigates (launched 1797), with the three others to be left in their half-constructed state.


JC summoned, instructions from dey, letter, JB reaction and letters to DH and Pickering, JC’s “great expense,” JC philosophical, final eight days: **JLC/JBN-TC, pp. 264–69.


JB refuses to pay for voyage, “proof of sincerity,” and JC “liberty sooner”: JB to Pickering, May 4, 1796, **ND; **JLC/JBN-TC, p. 268.


“It is in great measure…”: JB to Pickering, July 12, 1796, **ND.


Special note: Barlow’s conspiracy theory: The dey’s surprise decision to send JC to America took Barlow completely unaware. But afterward, in a letter to TJ, the envoy tried to rewrite history by claiming that the whole trip had been his—Barlow’s—own idea. He claimed—ludicrously—that he had somehow planted the notion in the dey’s head while cleverly making Hassan believe he’d thought it up himself.


Barlow’s overriding motive for this, or so he claimed, was simply to get Cathcart out of the way so that his friend Baccri could operate without the clerk interfering. The voyage itself was merely a feint, a distraction, although it would also help speed things along and stop Hassan from harassing Barlow. The fact that nobody else knew anything about Barlow’s ingenious plan at the time was, he argued, proof that it had worked so well.


Crucially, however, his story had no follow-through. We are left waiting to hear the Machiavellian masterstroke that Barlow and Baccri achieved once they were freed of Cathcart’s supposed interference. But there was none: by that stage, Baccri had become a spent force as a palace advocate. He “now seemed unable to make the least impression” and the
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[image:  Figure 1. James Leander Cathcart in later life. As a captive in Algiers—we must imagine a younger and presumably much leaner figure—he began as a lionkeeper in the dey’s private zoo and worked his way up to the pinnacle of power at the palace. Source: James Leander Cathcart and J. B. Newkirk, The Captives: Eleven Years a Prisoner in Algiers (La Porte, IN: Herald Print, 1899). Thanks to the General Research Division of the New York Public Library.]





[image:  Figure 2. A natural trap for seamen: This chart of the Strait of Gibraltar from the 1700s shows the narrow bottleneck through which US merchant ships were forced to sail, running the gauntlet of predatory corsair ships. Source: Samuel Thornton, cartographer, A Chart of the Straits of Gibraltar (1702–1707). Thanks to the Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division of the New York Public Library.]







[image:  Figure 3. A chart of the western Mediterranean in the era of the corsairs depicts Morocco and Algiers, both labeled as “Barbary.” Source: George Anson Jackson, Algiers, Being a Complete Picture of the Barbary States… (London: R. Edwards, 1817). Thanks to the British Library for placing this digitized image in the public domain under its Mechanical Curator collection.]





[image:  Figure 4. A map of “Barbary” in 1798 shows Morocco alongside the three rogue Ottoman statelets—Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli—whose corsairs terrorized the world for three centuries. Source: William Faden, cartographer, Barbary, including Morocco, Algiers, Tunis & Tripoly (1798). Thanks to the Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division of the New York Public Library.]





[image:  Figure 5. “With its minarets and beautiful country seats, [Algiers] forms one of the most beautiful prospects in the world,” Cathcart wrote, and this painting from the early 1800s seems to confirm his opinion. Source: Henry Parke, artist; L. Clark, engraver, in Filippo Pananti, Narrative of a Residence in Algiers (London: H. Colburn, 1818). Thanks to the General Research Division of the New York Public Library.]






[image:  Figure 6. Newly arrived captives dis-embark at the harbor at Algiers in the 1600s, as depicted by the Dutch artist Jan Luiken. Approaching corsair ships would fire their guns to indicate their success in a mission, and “when no shots are fired… the captains are frequently bastinadoed.” Source: Jan Luiken, engraver, Slave Markt (1684), in Historie van Barbaryen en des Zelfs Zee-Roovers. Thanks to the Rare Book Division of the New York Public Library.]





[image:  Figure 7. Two decades after Cathcart’s experiences, a group of captives in Algiers is depicted under the escort of a whip-wielding overseer. They include two women. In reality, Cathcart’s group of captives in 1785 included a Spanish woman who was “purchased by the Regency”—effectively, she became the property of the dey himself. Source: George Anson Jackson, Algiers, Being a Complete Picture of the Barbary States… (London: R. Edwards, 1817). Thanks to the British Library for placing this digitized image in the public domain under its Mechanical Curator collection.]





[image: Figure 8. “O, Babel Oued, beneath thy sand my brother captives lie”: This bird’s-eye view plan of Algiers in 1818 shows, to the extreme right, the Babel Oued gate (9) leading out to the bleak burial ground where Cathcart interred the fallen Americans. We can also see the dey’s palace (A), the port, and the mole (S). Source: Henry Parke, artist; Sidney Hall, engraver, in Filippo Pananti, Narrative of a Residence in Algiers (London: H. Colburn, 1818). Thanks to the General Research Division of the New York Public Library.]






[image:  Figure 9. A belligerent city, permanently crouched ready to attack: This wonderful etching of Algiers, showing a foreshortened Mediterranean in the foreground, was created by Luca Berteli in the sixteenth century. Source: Luca Berteli, Algier (1565). Thanks to the public library of the University of Basel, Switzerland, via the e-rara digitization platform.]





[image:  Figure 10. Dey Mahmood, the ruler who decided in 1785 to unleash his predatory corsairs against the United States. Although he presided over a golden age of prosperity for Algiers, he was notoriously mean and once had a servant beheaded for tidying away a few low-value coins. Source: Camille Leynadier, Histoire de l’Algérie francaise… Paris: H. Morel, 1846).]





[image:  Figure 11. President George Washington: He was much admired by Dey Mahmood, who asked for a full-length portrait to hang in his palace. It didn’t stop Mahmood from kidnapping US citizens, though. Source: Gilbert Stuart, From Portraits of Presidents (1828). Thanks to Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division.]






[image:  Figure 12. The notorious Badistan market where captives were put on view for possible sale to private buyers. Although Cathcart’s group of prisoners was exhibited there for three days “from daylight to half past three without refreshment,” only five men were purchased, and none of the Americans. Source: Print by Jan Luyken, Christelijke gevangenen worden op een plein te Algiers… in Pierre Dan, Historie van Barbaryen (Amsterdam: Jan Claesz ten Hoorn, 1684). Thanks to the Rijksmuseum of the Netherlands (www.rijksmuseum.nl) for placing this digitized image in the public domain]





[image:  Figure 13. Normal life, yet not normal, in Algiers: An etching from the 1600s shows two captives walking through Algiers in animated conversation, by now oblivious to the long punishment chains they had to drag behind them. American hostages were fitted with chains weighing thirty to forty pounds, as heavy as a modern microwave oven. Source: Jan Luiken, engraver, Hoe de Slaaven Met de Keetenen aen haer beenen gaen (1684), in Historie van Barbaryen en des Zelfs Zee-Roovers. Thanks to the Rare Book Division of the New York Public Library.]





[image:  Figure 14. The dreaded “ganches” or sharpened hooks, as depicted in a European propaganda picture. Although rarely used, one diplomat recorded three instances of this extreme punishment during his time in Algiers in the 1700s. Source: Pierre Dan, Histoire de Barbarie (1637), in Stanley Lane-Poole, The Barbary Corsairs (London: Fisher Unwin, 1890).]






[image:  Figure 15. The petition of Hannah Stephens in 1791: In a heartbreaking plea to Congress, she begged the politicians to bring her husband Isaac home and so ease her “human woe.” Source: Memorial from Hannah Stephens Requesting the Release of her Husband from Prison in Algiers, December 9, 1791. From the Records of the US Senate, National Archives ID 306398, Petitions and Memorials Relating to Various Subjects; Anson McCook Collection of Presidential Signatures, 1789–1975, Record Group 46; National Archives Building, Washington, DC. Thanks to the National Archives.]





[image:  Figure 16. The town of Concord, Massachusetts, during the British occupation. This is the townscape that Hannah Stephens would have known in 1785, when her husband’s capture by the Algerines left her homeless, destitute, and deprived of her beloved children. Source: Ralph Earl, artist; Amos Doolittle, engraver, A View of the Town of Concord (1775), from the Doolittle Engravings of the Battles of Lexington and Concord in 1775. Thanks to the Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs, Print Collection, in the New York Public Library.]





[image:  Figure 17. Thomas Jefferson: His instinct in 1785 was to “effect a peace through the medium of war. Justice is in favor of this opinion. Honor favors it.” However, the United States would not have a national navy until the late 1790s. Source: Gilbert Stuart, From Portraits of Presidents (1828). Thanks to Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division.]






[image:  Figure 18. A French priest ransoming captives from Barbary in the 1600s. Thomas Jefferson’s secret plan to backchannel US ransom money through the Trinitarian Order of Paris was tragically cut short by the French Revolution. Source: Pierre Dan, Histoire de Barbarie (1637), in Stanley Lane-Poole, The Barbary Corsairs (London: Fisher Unwin, 1890).]





[image:  Figure 19. An unnamed dey of Algiers. Dey Hassan lived in constant fear of assassination, since he himself came to power by strangling his rival. Anyone in the palace could murder a ruler and declare himself as dey—one such killer lasted just ten minutes as ruler before he was himself dispatched by another candidate. Source: George Anson Jackson, Algiers, Being a Complete Picture of the Barbary States… (London: R. Edwards, 1817). Thanks to the British Library for placing these digitized images in the public domain under its Mechanical Curator collection.]





[image:  Figure 20. “We were shown to a huge, shaggy beast, sitting on his rump upon a low bench, with his hind legs gathered up like a tailor or a bear”: An English delegation meets the dey of Algiers in the early 1800s. Source: Abraham Salamé, A Narrative of the Expedition to Algiers… (London: John Murray, 1819). Thanks to the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division of the New York Public Library and to the Boston Public Library.]






[image:  Figure 21. David Humphreys, the US ambassador to Portugal: He was alarmed when his envoy to Algiers agreed to give the predatory corsairs a warship with thirty-six guns—weapons they could easily turn against America in the future. Source: By James Herring and Stuart Gilbert. Thanks to the Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Arts, Prints and Photographs in the New York Public Library.]





[image:  Figure 22. John Adams, US minister in London: His cautious approach to freeing the US hostages made him a hated figure among some of the captives. “I must think you the greatest enemy I have in the world,” one hostage wrote to him in fury, “and not a friend to liberty.” Source: Gilbert Stuart, Portraits of Presidents (1828). Thanks to Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division.]





[image:  Figure 23. Joel Barlow, poet and envoy to Algiers: He blew a fortune on gifts of fashionable Parisian dresses for the ladies of the dey’s court, only to discover that they were too revealing for women in an Islamic society. They were “entirely thrown away.” Source: Portrait created 1783–1890. Thanks to the Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Arts, Prints and Photographs in the New York Public Library.]
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